
Dear Needle Crafters,

The Knitzvah Project 2019 is complete. This year we have surpassed my wildest dreams! 
We were able to distribute 1055 hand made hats, scarves, mitts, toys and blankets/throws 
through 5 different agencies to members of our Austin area community. 

We gave gifts 

     -    to our neighbors who are homeless who receive a daily meal at     
          Caritas.
     - to our new neighbors who are refugees from other countries who, through 
           iAct (Interfaith Action of Central Texas,) are learning English and trying to 
           make a safer life for their families here in the United States.
     - to our neighbors who are homeless and/or among the working poor who 
           receive a meal from the trucks of Mobile Loaves & Fishes.
     - to our neighbors living in crisis and poverty who receive assistance with 
           food, clothing and other basic needs from Hill Country Community Ministries.
     - to our neighbors who were previously homeless but are now able to build a 
           better life for themselves and their families at Community First! Village.

Some highlights of our gift deliveries

• Our first delivery was at Caritas. As in years past, we were with some folks who are 
mentally ill; some who are addicted to drugs; some who were tossed out by their parents 
for different reasons. But this year, we were also with a man who had his 18 month old 
daughter with him (a precious, bubbly, happy toddler.) As he fed her, he talked about 
trying to find work. He said it’s difficult, especially since he needs someone to look after 
his baby while he would be at work. He is unable to leave her with her mother as the 
courts have ruled her unfit and she is not allowed near her daughter. He has no other 
family.
When I gave him a hat as a Christmas present for the baby (one that went perfectly with 
her bright pink coat,) I offered him one as well. He said, “as long as she has what she 
needs, I’m fine.” 

• Ok Needle Crafters-ya’ know when you get the eyeball roll or “damning with faint 
praise” from friends & family for your hand made gifts? Well, the perfect antidote for that 
came when we handed our gifts to the neighbors we serve through Mobile Loaves & 
Fishes.  I wish you could have seen the delight and awe on the faces of the recipients. I 
heard “These are so beautiful” so many times. And I witnessed so much appreciation of 
the fact that each item was hand made. They also were thrilled to get the donated gloves 
they received along with their Knitzvah gifts. (Gloves and socks are still the number one 
asked for items from our homeless neighbors.)

• We were not able to be at the iAct holiday party this year. But we dropped off several 
boxes of Christmas gifts for the occasion. Lu Zeidan, iAct’s program director, asked me to
thank all of you for your “beautiful gifts” and extend to you the giant hug she gave me. 



• This was our first time to bring gifts to Hill Country Community Ministries. The following 
email I received from Jennifer Beauman, their Office Administrative Assistant, says it all:

Thank you sooooo much for the beautiful handmade gifts! The smiles on our clients’ faces be-
cause of your gifts are priceless!

• Our gift giving at Community First! Village took place during the Christmas dinner spon-
sored and served by Temple Beth Shalom. Many folks received a gift for themselves. Many 
selected gifts they could give to others. All were received with gratitude and great appre-
ciation. Here it is in pictures:

	



Personal thanks:

I was asked to extend these very heart-felt personal thanks to specific needle crafters: 
-from Tencia to both Mary and Kathie for her new hat and scarf

-from Ken to Nancy for his new hat

-from Walker to Elaine for his new scarf



More thanks:

There are always many people who make such a meaningful difference for others. 
I am grateful to all of you for being those people. 
My thanks to the needle crafters from:
Temple Beth Shalom
St John’s United Methodist Church 
Pflugerville Pfnitters
Drive a Senior Northwest
Susan and Jane from Carlinville, IL
Jennifer from Longmont, CO
Jennifer from Hideaway, TX
The knitters and crocheters from Gauge Knits

My thanks also go 
to Lori & Matt Steinberg for underwriting The Knitzvah Project 2019. 
to Gauge for listing our project on their website and for allowing us to utilize Gauge as a 
drop off location for finished items. 
to Louise Rosen who bought and donated enough pairs of gloves so 60 people will have 
warmer hands this winter. 
to David Carver for his help with logisitics in making sure our gifts were delivered where 
and when they needed to be there.

Special thanks to my husband, Eddie Astrich, not only for his help with logistics but also 
for living with our dining room looking like this for awhile

                                                              

                                          instead of like this.

 



There is another person who deserves more thanks than I can say. At her request, I have 
never thanked her in my yearly letter, but this year, she finally gave me permission to 
do so. Mona Carver, my eternal gratitude to you for your help in so many ways over the 
years-- for your technical knowledge; for your brainstorming capabilities; for your willing-
ness to stand across a table from me as we wrote hundreds of tags and tied just as many 
ribbons; for taking accurate counts of the items we received and helping me divide them 
among the agencies we serve. You have been a priceless partner in making The Knitzvah 
Project a meaningful vehicle for brightening lives in our Austin community. I truly could 
not have done any of it without you. You are awesome!

If I have forgotten to thank anyone for your time, talent or other gifts that help make 
Knitzvah a success, I ask your forgiveness and a note from you reminding me so I can 
thank you properly. 

A final note:

Needle Crafters, the day has come. After 13 incredibly gratifying years, it is time for me to 
step away from being The Knitzvah Project coordinator. It is time for me to look ahead and 
find other meaningful ways in which I can serve our Temple Beth Shalom community, our 
Austin community and contribute to tikkun olam (healing the world.) 
 
If there is anyone who would be interested in taking on the coordination of The Knitzvah 
Project, PLEASE contact me. I will be more than happy to lend a hand and give you any 
information you need to move forward. 

But if this is to be the final year of Knitzvah, we have much to smile about. The gifts of 
your time, your talents and your beautiful needlework have made a huge difference in 
the lives of so many people. Many times, the Christmas gifts we gave were the only ones 
our neighbors would receive. We have offered warmth and connection, lifted spirits and 
enabled others to give gifts when they would otherwise have not been able to do so. We 
have let people know they matter. What could be more important than that? 

It has been my privilege and honor to serve along side you. I cannot thank you enough.

I wish you all joyful, meaningful holidays. Happy Chanukah. Merry Christmas. 
Whatever we celebrate, may our observances and traditions bring light and miracles into 
our everyday lives and help each of us do our part to make this world a better place.  

Joan


