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 First, I want to add my own words of appreciation to Lynn Katz.  Lynn served this 

congregation both as president of the congregation and of Sisterhood.  The number of hours 

she has spent in support of this temple is unfathomable and she deserves the thanks of all of us 

in this room.  As Seth noted, it was because of her visionary leadership that we now have a staff 

capable of handling the needs of a congregation of this size.  It is now time to take advantage of 

having that staff as well as a well-defined committee and task force structure. 

In years past, the president of the congregation and I have often stressed the 

opportunities for involvement at our temple. But this year is a little different.  Our request this 

year is not so much for leaders or champions of temple functions but for more of our 

congregants to take advantage of all that our temple now has to offer.  The un’taneh tokef 

prayer, the one about who shall live and who shall die, is understood metaphorically to address 

each of us making the choice between living a rich and full life as opposed to a less meaningful 

existence.  And, at the end of that prayer, there is a formula for living a better life.  The formula 

is performance of t’fillah (prayer), teshuvah (turning toward our better selves) and tzedakah 

(doing charitable acts).  We share the opportunity to do all three right here at Temple Beth 

Shalom. 

 Certainly, there are prayer opportunities at our temple but what is not always 

recognized is the variety of such opportunities.  Before the end of high holy days this year, we 

will have held a dozen different services of varying styles and aimed at different demographic 

groups within the congregation.  This variety of service experiences continues all year long with 

monthly tot and religious school age services, special festival events often tied to dinners, and 



services focused on music.  There are also services that are more meditative and, in the coming 

year, we will share a congregational Shabbaton, an at-home Shabbat retreat.  The vibe of family 

t’fillah on Sunday mornings is electric. A prayer experience provides an opportunity to escape 

the real world for awhile, so who wouldn’t want to do that at least a few times this year? 

 I will share with you that much of my teshuvah focuses not so much on transgressions I 

have committed, although there are plenty of those, but more so on missed opportunities to 

grow as a person and to do good for others.  Our temple provides many opportunities to do 

both.  Our adult education program is outstanding, with a wide variety of topics and scholars 

from throughout the community.  Contrary to rumor, you do not have to show your AARP card 

to attend these sessions.  Also, we have planned many learning opportunities on Sunday 

mornings, as well as some on weekday mornings and at lunch time.  On most Sunday mornings 

there is some form of adult learning opportunity for the parents and grandparents of religious 

school age children.   

 But there are more than learning opportunities.  We have vibrant auxiliary organizations 

in Sisterhood, Brotherhood and TABSY.  They do great work and increasingly are offering more 

to their membership.  Our Next Gen group serves members in their 20’s and 30’s.  Our new 

Next Dor program addresses the concerns of interfaith families.  We have also strengthened 

our social justice and advocacy programming.  Our partnership with Austin Interfaith allows us 

to advocate on a number of initiatives at the city, county and state level.  We have advocated 

for a living wage in Austin, better parks and recreation, along with funding for after-school 

programs and career training.  Our temple’s work in the area of mental health is without equal, 



with ours being the largest delegation in the recent NAMI walk.  With a legislative session 

looming, there are big issues on the agenda and everyone’s voice is welcome. 

 Finally, there are many opportunities as well to perform acts of tzedakah.  We have a 

wide variety of regular social action opportunities including knitzvah corp. which knits hats and 

scarves for the homeless as well as The Storybook Project which allows female in-mates to 

record stories for their children.  Our Caring Committee is always in need of additional 

volunteers especially since our congregants are spread over a much greater geographic area 

than we used to be.  We need to have more volunteers as well to maintain contact with the 

chronically ill and those in assisted living or nursing facilities.  We also need parent volunteers 

to help make religious school happen for the nearly 400 children in our religious and Hebrew 

school program. 

 And I want to call your attention tonight to two additional tzekakah opportunities.  

Please take a look at page 16 in your daf t’fillah.  There you will find a listing of the various 

funds that exist at our temple.  If any of these funds are an area of particular interest to you, 

please take the opportunity to support these funds through donations throughout the year.  On 

this page you will also see information about our annual campaign to aid Mobile Loaves and 

Fishes.  You have envelopes in your prayer books tonight for contributions to ML&F.  If you 

have spare cash or even change in your pocket tonight, please put it in the envelope and place 

the envelope in the baskets outside of the sanctuary.  You can do the same with any cash or 

check you might have at home tonight and could bring tomorrow morning or go on-line to 

make a contribution at the website shown in your daf.  We, who are abstaining from food for 

one day, need to take this opportunity to help those who are food insecure everyday.  And this 



year there is something special.  If we are able to collect $10,000 in the next coming days and 

weeks, we would be able to equip a kitchen at Community First, ML&F’s community for the 

homeless.  I urge you to visit Community First on Hogs Eye Road, only a short drive from here to 

understand the depth of the great work being performed there.  In addition to the several 

thousands of dollars in small gifts that we collect from the congregation, we are also seeking 

lead gifts of a few hundred dollars to make this leap of support possible.  The highest level of 

tzedakah on Maimonides’s ladder is to help another individual with the life skills to help 

themselves.  Giving someone a meal is good; providing the ability for the homeless to cook 

hundreds of meals of their own is even better.  Please join us in this effort and, if a lead gift is 

possible, please indicate that on your envelope, or let Bob Batlan or myself know of your 

interest. 

 In short, there are no shortage of opportunities to enrich one’s own life and the lives of 

others through participation at Temple Beth Shalom.  Notice I did not say anything about 

chairing anything or temple leadership.  Champions are, of course, always welcome but my 

request tonight is to follow the admonition of that great Jewish thinker, Woody Allen who said 

that 80% of life is just showing up.  Well, at least 80% of temple life does consist of just showing 

up.  We, your clergy; we, your professional staff; but, most of all, we, your fellow congregants 

and friends look forward to welcoming you, learning from you and rising as a kahal kodesh, a 

holy community, together. Cain yehe ratzon, may this be God’s will for all of us in the year 

ahead. 


