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Parashat Chukat-Balak 
Numbers 19:1 – 25:9 

This week is a double parshat.  Parashat Chukat begins by describing the 
ritual slaughter and sacrifice of the parah adumah, or “red cow,” by Eleazar 
the priest, and the ritual cleaning for those who touch a corpse.  Miriam, 
the sister of Moses and Aaron, dies at Kadesh.  Again the people complain 
that they have no water to drink.  God tells Moses to take his rod and order 
a rock to bring forth water.  Angry at the complaining people, whom he 
calls “rebels,” Moses strikes the rock with his rod.  Water pours out.  The 
people drink and water their animals.  God informs Moses that because of 
his anger he will not be allowed to lead his people into the Land of Israel.  
Moses asks the king of Edom for permission to pass through his land.  The 
king refuses, and the Israelites take another route.  When they reach Hor, 
Aaron dies, and his priestly authority is passed on to his son Eleazar.  The 
people mourn Aaron for thirty days.  Afterwards they are attacked by the 
Canaanites, whom they conquer with God’s help.  However, the people 
continue to complain to Moses: “Why did you make us leave Egypt to die in 



the wilderness?”  God sends snakes among the people to bite them for 
their disloyalty.  Moses begs forgiveness for them when they admit their 
wrongdoing.  God tells Moses to place a seraph figure – a snake made of 
copper – on his staff.  When the people see it, they will be healed.  The 
Israelites are later attacked by the Amorites and the people of Bashan and 
Og.  In each battle the Israelites emerge victorious, conquering towns and 
acquiring large territories. 

Parashat Balak takes its title from Balak, son of Zippor, king of Moab.  
Afraid that the Israelites will attack his nation, Balak sends messengers to 
invite Bala’am ben Beor, a well-known pagan prophet to come and curse 
the people of Israel.  At first, God forbids Bala’am to grant Balak’s request.  
Then the seer is sent but told that he must say only what God commands.  
On the way, Bala’am’s donkey sees an angel standing before her and 
refuses to go forward.  Bala’am beats her.  After the donkey protests that 
she is being mistreated, Bala’am himself sees the angel.  Fearful, he asks if 
he should return home, but the angel tells him to continue, warning once 
again that he is to say only what God commands.  On three occasions King 
Balak asks Bala’am to curse the Israelites, but each time the seer blesses 
them.  Furious, Balak tells Bala’am to return home.  In parting, the seer 
predicts that Israel will soon “smash the brow of Moab.”  Later, when the 
Israelites camp in Shittim, they have sexual relations with Moabite women 
and offer sacrifices to the Moabites’ god.  As a result they are punished 
with a plague.  When Pinchas, son of Eleazar the priest, witnesses an 
Israelite entering a tent with a Moabite woman, he takes a spear and kills 
both of them.  His action ends the plague after 24,000 Israelites have died. 
S WEEK AT TEMPLE ISRAEL 

Friday, July 3 
7 PM Fireside Kabbalat Family Shabbat Service will be held on Zoom.  You 

can join by going to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138512321?pwd=M1NWa3h5NHRwWnBXaVl2a2

lkUXFNdz09 and the video will be available on YouTube as soon as 
possible. 

 
Saturday, June 27 

9 AM Bagels and Bible will be held online.  You can join by going to 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138512321?pwd=M1NWa3h5NHRwWnBXaVl2a2
lkUXFNdz09 or by phone by calling 646-558-8656 and using room ID of 913 

851 2321.  If asked, the password is 786829. 
 



 
Friday, July 10 

7 PM Fireside Kabbalat Shabbat Service will be held on Zoom.  You can join 
by going to 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9138512321?pwd=M1NWa3h5NHRwWnBXaVl2a2
lkUXFNdz09 

 

SHELOSHIM 
Saul Kushnick, father of Jo Kushnick 

Howard Marcus, brother of Mike Marcus 
 

YAHRZEITS 
David Friedman, Lee Kaminski, Shelley Miles, Esther Schriberg, Goldie 

Zackheim 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Stephen Bernstein, Joanne Birnberg, Barbara Cannon, Marilyn Feinberg, 

Adam Hausmann, Harold Nearman 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Herbert and Maxine Wasserman 

Stephen and Amy Hershman 
 

REFUAH SHLEMA 
Karen Atlas, Marion Burnett, Sue Cohn,  Diane Cooper, Eve Elfassy, Gail 
Ellis, Hudel Fabisch,  Beverly Friedberg, Gene Friedman, Jack Garfield, 

Nancy Garfield, Ronald Garfield, Nicole Greenblatt, Celia Grossman, Mike 
Kalogris, Sam Kaye, Robert Kreyling, Diana Lando, Lori Licker, Nancy 

McKinley, Edward Natenberg, Netty Pogach, Stuart Rosinger, Pam Siegel, 
Patti Siegel, Kelsey Siber, Erin Jane Speer, David Slotkin, Marta Toran, Sara 

Jane Victor, Brian Wasserman, Arthur Weinberger, Jodi Welner, Doris 
Zackheim 

  



 
 

 



 

Women of Temple Israel 
 

All events cancelled at this time 
 

MEN’S CLUB UPDATE 

 
Men’s Club will resume meeting when it is safe to do so. 

  



  

 
  



Thank you for being generous 

 
Effective immediately: Jewish Federation of Brevard is only able to accept gift 
cards for the Food Pantry at this time.  
Thank you to those who continue to donate food and supplies to the needy.  
For those who wish to continue to purchase items, I will be happy to pick them 
up and deliver to the needy in our community. If you want me to pick up gift 
cards or other items, please call or text me at: 
321-480-5082 
Lynda Wilson 
 
If you would like to have something featured in this location, please email the office at tioffice@tiofbrevard.com.  

All submissions must be publicly appropriate and may not be commercial in nature. 

AMAZON FUNDRAISER 
Smile Amazon is a way to give to Temple Israel. .5% of all regular 

purchases will be donated to Temple Israel. You must enter 
through smile.amazon.com. Search for Temple Israel of Brevard 
and then follow the directions for entering Amazon. This costs 
you nothing to use - Amazon donates the .5% to Temple Israel. 

 
Would you like to share a success or major event with the rest of the 
congregation?  Do you wish to share something with the rest of the 

congregation?  Please email the office at tioffice@tiofbrevard.com to 
have it shared in Shabbat to Shabbat.   

 
CONTACTS 

Rabbi Patricia Hickman at phickman@tiofbrevard.com 
President Larry Fineberg at tipresident@tiofbrevard.com 

Office Administrator, Jacob Eichenbaum 
Harry Wagner, Maintenance 

Office Hours 10-2 M-Th 
tioffice@tiofbrevard.com 

321 631-9494 
7350 Lake Andrew Drive 

Viera, FL 32940 
website: tiob.shulcloud.com 
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