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Schedule of Shabbat 
Services  

 
Services in January will be held 
at Temple Israel and on our 
You Tube Channel 
 
Friday,  Jan 7  
Parashat Bo     7 PM 
 
Friday,  Jan 14  
Parashat Beshalach                       7  PM 
 
Friday,  Jan 21 
Parashat Yitro                                 7 PM 
  
Friday, Jan 28 
Parashat Mishpatim                        7 PM 
 
 

 
 

NEW COVID GUIDELINES 

FOR TEMPLE ISRAEL 

Page 7 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chaverim, 

When I wrote my article for January 2021, it was entitled 

“Hope in the New Year”.  I expounded on the blessings that were 

found amidst the curses of Covid and encouraged everyone to 

keep their hope alive in the new year.  Well, here we are again, 

facing a new surge of Covid in our community and the unknowns 

of all that implies.  Bar Mitzvah ceremonies being reconfigured, 

postponing our Temple Dedication Ceremony, wondering how to 

juggle our Temple schedule and checking every cable and con-

nection to make sure our YouTube is working so we can bring 

you our services into your homes if you are too anxious to attend 

in person.    

Oh, we had flares of fun, several times, when it seemed 

safe enough to celebrate together; Chanukah, a Bat Mitzvah, in-

creasing attendance at Friday Night services, and lots of fun at 

Family Fun Shabbat services.  We all thought, “maybe this plague 

is really over!”  Dear friends, I hate to say this, but I suspect we 

will be living with this for quite a while.  New variants, a low vac-

cination rate in our county and for that matter our country, and 

the very real fact that although you may be vaccinated, you may 

still be able to contract the illness, although much less virulently.   
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So, what can I share with you to make you feel hope in this new year?  What is 
blocking our hope?  It is fear.  Fear of the unknown future, fear of change.  What do we 
do with our fear? One of our deepest fears to overcome is the fear of change.  Things 
keep changing under our very feet and it often feels like a slippery slope.  Change brings 
with it a great deal of unknown.    Take a look at our ancestors.  They waited for Moses to 
come down the mountain.  They do not know where he was, as it says in the story of the 
Golden Calf.  So, they went back to what brought them a sense of security – what they 
knew, what they felt they could control – they made an idol.  

Because of their lack of faith, they had to wander the desert for 40 years and wait 
till the next generation was born to enter the land promised by God.  They had to let go 
of all they knew – and learn to trust an invisible God.  A God whose very essence is un-
known and is always changing.  Little by little they became schooled in the wisdom of not 
knowing.   

Within each of us is the ability to face the unknown with fear or faith.  It is how we 
use our imagination. Albert Einstein said the true sign of intelligence is not knowledge 
but imagination.  "Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is lim-
ited, whereas imagination embraces the entire world, stimulating progress, giving birth to 
evolution." When fear grips our imagination, we become afraid to experience the un-
known.  When we have trust, betachon and faith we can approach the unknown and we 
can grow from the new experiences.   

How very vulnerable we all are now.  How fragile is our planet as it is buffeted by 
what man has created, destroying it bit by bit.  Can we turn our vulnerability into 
strength?  Maybe our vulnerability is our strength!  Because of our vulnerability, we were 
forced to find ways to deal with this disease by creating vaccines that have already saved 
many people’s lives.  We can use all the creative genius of our scientists and engineers as 
they find new ways to heat and cool our houses.  We can petition for the things that will 
help to save our planet, our manatees, our lagoon, the beauty of our world.  And what of 
our little congregation and its needs?  We can continue to hook up to YouTube, finding 
new and creative ways to continue to meet and enjoy each other’s support and strength.  
We can be as careful as we can, but we must live our lives.  Yes, that is what our tradition 
teaches – L’chayim – to life.   

So, find the ways to continue to live your life in this New Year of 2022 and may you 
bring blessings to yourself, your family, your congregation, your community, and your 
world.  Our future rests in your hands.  Be sure you choose wisely; be sure you choose 
life.  

 

Many loving Blessings in the New Year from my family to yours!  

 

Rabbi Pat 
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We are each given exactly one chance to be 
—Hope Jahren, Lab Girl  

Every tree was once a seed 
that waited. 
A seed knows how to wait. 
A cherry tree will wait for a hundred years. 
A lotus seed may wait a thousand years 
for a chance to become a tree. 

Most seeds hope for an opportunity 
that will never come, 
to shed their hard coats 
and take root. 

What does it take to pare away the husks 
of our own hardness? 
To put away resentment, selfishness, arro-
gance? 

In spite of doubt and stubborness, 
someone believed in us, nourished us. 
So whatever keeps us tethered to obstacles, 
let go, focus, begin again, 
ready to pray. 

Life holds the possibility 
of inner transcendence, 
            moments of love and awe 
so powerful that they call upon us 
to redirect the course of our lives: 
to ascend the holy ladder and 
know the divine. 

EVERY TREE WAS ONCE A SEED 

By Cathy Ostroff 

From Ritualwell   https://www.ritualwell.org/

ritual/every-tree-was-once-seed  
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President’s Message for January 2022 

 

As we begin both secular and fiscal year 2022, on behalf of the Board of Directors let me extend to all 
of you our fervent wishes for a healthy and happy year ahead.  The next few weeks may find us in the 
throes of yet another COVID surge, so please be prudent in your activities to ensure the safety of your-
self and your loved ones.  We’ve been through this before, and while it’s a royal pain in the rear, we 
can make it through while still finding enjoyment in our lives.  Using our YouTube stream, congregat-
ing outside for Onegs and luncheons … we can do this if we must.  Rest assured that we will consult 
with our medical advisor and make the best decisions with the information we have at hand.  

 

In the calm of early December, we had a wonderful Chanukah Menorahthon at the Temple, with festivi-
ties, songs, games, and BBQ.  The kids had a blast, which makes the evening that much more special 
for all of us.  We also learned something valuable along the way, such as how big an event with food 
distribution we can comfortably have inside our new synagogue, which includes the time and energy 
needed for set-up and breakdown.  So, provided the fortunes of COVID permit us to, we are going to 
hold our annual 2nd night Passover Seder (Saturday – April 16) in the clubhouse at Heritage Isles, which 
can easily accommodate 250-300 persons.  The event is still about 100 days out, and certainly more 
details will follow in the next few newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menorahthon Candle-Lighting – December 3, 2021 

                 

 (L to R) Annika, Joe, and Isabella Friedman                                 (R to L) Kole, Amy, Steve, and Hayden, Steve Hershman 

                                                                                                                   Amy & Steve’s Nephew and Niece 
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We also had our first Bat/Bar Mitzvah of the 2021-22 year with Julia Cohen-Pinsky on December 18, 2021.  For those 
of you who didn’t get the chance to attend, Julia did an amazing job in front of full but socially distanced audience.  
The luncheon which followed, catered by Green Turtle, was both delightful and example of the wonderful function-
ality of our west-side patio.  For those of you who would like to see Julia’s service, it’s available on YouTube.  Just go 
to www.YouTube.com and use the search bar for Temple Israel of Brevard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia Cohen-Pinsky Bat Mitzvah Luncheon – December 18, 2021 

Turning to the month ahead, our longtime, beloved lay leader Linda Botuck-Murphy will guide services on Friday, 
January 7th and January 21, Rabbi Hickman will lead services for Tu B’Shevat on Friday, January 14.  She’ll also lead 
services and install the new Board of Directors on Friday, January 28. Rabbi Brett Tancer will be back on June 21 to 
lead Shabbat services.  All services will stream live on YouTube from the Sanctuary, but depending on what Omicron 
does, we may reinforce our social distance requirements. 
 

Happy 2022!  Here's to it being a year of transitioning away from this awful virus. 

 

Mike Slotkin 

President, Temple Israel of Brevard 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.YouTube.com
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Dear Congregants, 

 I’d like to take this opportunity to quickly update you on some scheduling 
changes for January 2022. 

 Out of an abundance of caution and with all the thoughts and prayers for 
those most susceptible to severe illness, religious school will be virtual, via 
Zoom classrooms, on Sunday, January 9, Wednesday, January 12th 
(midweek Hebrew), and Sunday, January 16th. We will plan to return to in-
person learning on Sunday, January 23rd.  Hopefully this pause will mini-
mize the effect that the latest Omicron virus will have on our families, 
teachers, Rabbi & administrators.   

 As for Shabbat Services, they will be conducted and streamed live on 
YouTube.  Social distancing and masking will be strictly enforced.  For your 
safety, if you are compromised in any way, stay in the comfort of your 
home and watch via YouTube. 

 Our beloved lay ritual leader Linda Botuck Murphy will now lead services 
this Friday, January 7, and Rabbi Brett Tancer, who had been scheduled 
for the 7th, will return for Shabbat Services on Friday, January 21. 

 Rabbi Pat will lead Shabbat Services on January 14. 

 Be safe, and let’s be careful out there, 

 Mike Slotkin 

Temple Israel President 

UPDATED COVID GUIDELINE 
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We had a very productive Sisterhood meeting on Sunday, December 19. 
Thank you to all who attended and offered their input, advice and sup-
port. We discussed asking members to notify us with their dietary issues 
so we can address them at the Onegs so all can enjoy the spread! Libby 
Kahn and Maxine Wasserman volunteered to plan a tasting of plant-
based foods with a discussion of how to cook with dietary restrictions. 
Look for more information on this after the first of the year. 
  
We will continue to do abbreviated Onegs until it is considered safe to go 
back to our regular ones and are still looking for help. It has fallen on the 
same people lately to see that the Onegs are organized and it would be 
great to have some new and diverse people to take this on also.  Please 
contact Sue Glazier at shoncan@gmail.com or 321- 480-5815 if you are 
able to volunteer. You will be given the information you need. THANK 
YOU! 

  
We still have board positions that need to be filled and are sure there are 
members who would be a great addition to the Sisterhood board.  We are 
especially in need of a Recording/Corresponding secretary. It will soon be 
time to fill out the membership form and send in your dues for the 2022 
year or sign up for a lifetime membership.  Membership forms are availa-
ble at the Temple or can be emailed to you. Please take the time to do 
this. Your dues help support Temple Israel. With you help we were able to 
give the Temple $2000 this year! 
  
All Temple members are welcome to attend our Sisterhood Book Club, 
and to suggest books. We meet monthly via Zoom, usually on the third 
Thursday. For January, the book will be On Mystic Lake by Kristen Han-
nah. The meeting date is January 20, 2022 at 7:30 PM. If you are new to 
the book club, contact Holly Del Valle at challaha1@msn.com or 321-795
-5607 so that we can send you the link.        

  

 

mailto:shoncan@gmail.com
mailto:challaha1@msn.com
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All Men are invited to our next meeting of the Temple Men’s Club 

WHEN: Sunday, Jan 16 at 12:30 

WHAT:          To be determined (or just show up and find out) 

CCCISRAEL  

Temple Israel’s ongoing Torah study continues to meets  each Shab-

bat morning at 9:30 AM. For more info, contact          

Johannes Corley,                       johannescorley@gmail.com,                        

Joel Askinazi,             bsyrm0264@gmail.com 

mailto:johannescorley@gmail.com
mailto:bsyrm0264@gmail.com


                            Volume 60 Issue 1      

 

10 

YAHRZEITS 
In memory of Leona Miller, Irene’s mother 
   Ben & Irene Abramowitz 
In memory of Tamara Ann Berman 
   Lewis & Barbara Berman 
In memory of Louise Inventasch 
   Harvey & Joy Inventasch 
In memory of Julius & Lillian Kristal 
   Forrest & Carol Miles 
In memory of my brother, Steve Rosenberg 
   Thomas Rosenberg 
In memory of Dr. Maurice Zackheim 
   Michael & Doris Zackheim 
GENERAL DONATIONS 
In honor of Jeff Fishkin, Veteran of the Year 
   Brevard County JWV Post 639 
In honor of Temple Israel 
   Ben & Irene Abramowitz 
   Temple Israel Men’s Club 
   Temple Israel Sisterhood 
   Vicki Owens 
   Tzedakeh Lobby Box 
In honor of Ben & Irene Abramowitz 
   Alan & Vicki Bronfman 

01/23 
   Jason Gross & Jessica Mansfield - 12 years 
01/26 
   Joel & Sylvia Askinazi - 53 years 
01/28 
   Lynda & John Wilson - 43 years 

01/02 
   Ivan Yuspeh 
01/03 
   Marvin Gensler 
01/07 
   Stacy Krebs 
01/11 
   Michael Dorn 
01/12 
   Julie Krebs 
   Norman Jacobson 
01/13 
   Karen Atlas 
01/17 
   Elizabeth Kahn 
01/18 
   Janet Helfand 
01/19 
   Victoria Bernstein 
01/21 
   Cheryl Mendelsohn 
01/24 
   Gideon McDonald 
   David Shores 
01/25 
   Karen Cohen 
01/26 
   Mason Rogers 
01/28 
   Danielle Frisher 
01/30 
   Benjamin Lack 
   Lyla Wiener 
01/31 
   Liam McDonald 
   Daniel Roberts 

DONATIONS (Nov 16—Dec 15) JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
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Temple Israel of Brevard County Board Of Directors 
  

POSITION Authority 2022   

President Officer Mike Slotkin   

1st Vice President Officer Vacant 
  

2nd Vice President Officer Larry Rodriguez 
  

Treasurer Officer Tom Rosenberg   

Corresponding Secretary Officer Joel Askinazi   

Recording Secretary Officer Vacant   

Financial Secretary Officer Elizabeth Scheinbart   

Past President Member of Board Larry Fineberg   

1 Year Trustee Member of Board Nat Kaye   

1 Year Trustee Member of Board Harvey Inventasch   

1 Year Trustee Member of Board Michelle Perlman   

2 Year Trustee Member of Board David Shores   

2 Year Trustee Member of Board Barb Cannon   

2 Year Trustee Member of Board Bobbie Rodriguez  

3 Year Trustee Member of Board Steve Hershman  

3 Year Trustee Member of Board Michelle Dorn  

3 Year Trustees Member of Board Joe Friedman  

Men's Club Rep Member of Board Harold Simmons 
  

Sisterhood Rep Member of Board Joy Inventasch   
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Other Board Representa-
tives 

Name 

Rabbi/Cantor Pat Hickman 

Past President Jeff Fishkin 

Parliamentarian Open 

Men’s Club Harold Simmons 

Women Of Temple Israel Joy Inventasch 

Temple Educator (Religious 
School Principal) 

Donna Lack 

Membership Chairperson Nat Kaye 

Caring Chavurah Chairperson Lynda Wilson 

Financial Committee Chairper-
son 

Joel Askinazi 

Fundraising Committee Chair-
person 

Jeff Fishkin 

Office Administrator 
(Employee) 

Terry Ginsburg 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

      1 

       9:30 Bagels and 
Bible 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

 

      7 PM Ritual 
Team Linda 
Murphy  

9:30 Bagels and 
Bible  

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
9 AM  ZOOM 
Religious School  

 

        7  PM Shabbat 
Service SHAB-
BAT SHIRA/ Tu 
B’Shevat     
Rabbi Pat 

 9:30 Bagels and 
Bible 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
9 AM  ZOOM 
Religious School  

12:30 PM Men’s 
Club  

TU B’SHEVAT 

TU B’SHEVAT 6:30 PM Board 
Meeting 

 7:30 
PM Sisterhood 
Book Club on 
Zoom  

 7 PM Shabbat 
Service Rabbi 
Brett Tancer 

9:30 Bagels and 
Bible 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
9 AM Religious 
School 

 

 

     7 PM Shabbat 
Service with 
Rabbi Pat—
Board Installa-
tion 

 

30 31           

 9 AM Religious 

School 

            

JANUARY 2022 
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EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER FOR             

NON MEDICAL DUTIES 

Errands, household chores, meal preparation, 

medicine reminders, appointments,            

shopping, bill paying, respite care,                      

organize/cleanout homes, pet sitting, and com-

panionship 

For reasonable rates please call: 

BOBBIE GOLDSTEIN 321 720-8744 

Advertisements are available at the rates below for one year—11 issues of the Temple Israel Bulletin. 

Please send your check and email jpg file (tioffice@tiofbrevard.com )or send your ad to the Temple 

office—7350 Lake Andrew Drive Melbourne, FL 32940. Contact the office for more information 321 

631-9494 

Business Card Size  $ 125.00  

¼ page    $ 250.00 

½ page    $ 450.00 

Full page   $ 600.00 

 

mailto:tioffice@tiofbrevard.com
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TEMPLE ISRAEL 
 

2328 Citadel Way 
Suite 103 Box 222 
 

VIERA, FL 32940 
 

PHONE: 321-631-9494 
 

 
Tiob.shulcloud.com 

THIS BULLETIN IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY, EXCEPT THE  

COMBINED JUNE/JULY ISSUE, BY TEMPLE  

ISRAEL OF BREVARD COUNTY. 

SPIRITUAL LEADER:  

RABBI CANTOR PATRICIA HICKMAN   

EMAIL: phickman@tiofbrevard.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESIDENT  

Mike Slotkin 

EMAIL:  tipresident@tiofbrevard.com  

ADMINISTRATION:   Terry Ginsburg 

EMAIL:  tioffice@tiofbrevard.com 

 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION 
FOR THE  

BULLETIN IS THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 

BULLETIN EDITOR:  Sue  Glazier 

EMAIL: shoncan@gmail.com 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Back Page  

 

NEW COVID GUIDELINES FOR TEMPLE ISRAEL                                                                                       
In light of revised guidance from CDC, and with the understanding that Brevard County is currently 

an area of high transmission, Temple Israel has updated its policy regarding Covid.   

See page  7 for President Mike Slotkin’s letter regarding these updates. 

 Tu B Sh’vat or the "New Year of the Trees" is Jewish Arbor Day. 

The holiday is observed on the 15th (tu) of the Hebrew month 

of Sh’vat. Scholars believe that originally Tu B shvat was an 

agricultural festival, marking the emergence of spring. In the 

17th century, Kabbalists created a ritual for Tu B Sh’vat that is 

similar to a Passover seder. Today, many Jews hold a modern 

version of the Tu B Sh’vat seder each year. The holiday also 

has become a tree-planting festival in Israel, in which Israelis 

and Jews around the world plant trees in honor or in memory 

of loved ones and friends.  

https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/seder

