Tetzaveh

Exodus 28:36-37

You shall make a frontlet of pure
gold and engrave on it the seal
inscription: “Holy to the LORD.”
Suspend it on a cord of blue, so that
it may remain on the headdress; it

shall remain on the front of the
headdress.

It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, that
Aaron may take away any sin arising
from the holy things that the Israelites
consecrate, from any of their sacred
donations; it shall be on his forehead at
all times, to win acceptance for them
before the LORD.

Rashi on Exodus 28:36:1

Y'¥ — This was a kind of golden
Plate, two fingers in breadth, going
round the forehead from ear to ear

(Shabbat 63b).

Chizkuni, Exodus 28:36:1
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Y'¥ N'WYI, “you are to make a
frontlet; (of gold),” a sparkling kind
of jewelry. We find that term in such
a connection in Ezekiel 1,7: n'x¥¥xil
777 nun |'V, “they were sparkling
like the luster of burnished copper or
in Psalms 132,18: “and his crown will
sparkle on him;”INT y'x' 1'7y1.

Or HaChaim on Exodus 28:36:1

‘N7 WTR. "Holy unto G'd." This
means that as long as the words
"Holy unto G'd" appeared on the
headband (golden plate), this was
acceptable. When the Talmud said in
Shabbat 63 that the words were
arranged in two rows, this means
that the name of N~ was engraved
on top and the word UTj? followed
by the letter 7 underneath. Such an
arrangement of the words was not
mandatory. You will find there that
Rabbi Eliezer son of Rabbi Yossi
reported that while in Rome he
personally had seen the Y'¥ which the
Romans had captured, and that the
words "Holy unto G'd" were
engraved on it in a single line. This
proves that the order in which the
words were engraved did not matter.
When Maimonides wrote in chapter
nine of his treatise on Kley
Hamikdosh that the words appeared
in two rows, with the word WTj? in
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the second line, this does not present
a difficulty. He referred only to the
preferred way of engraving these
words.

Rabbeinu Bahya, Shemot 28:36:1-3

2INL ANT Y'Y N'WYI, “you are to
make a head-plate of pure gold.” The
head-plate was made as follows:
Betzalel took a flat strip of gold two
fingers wide which would be worn
around Aaron’s forehead from ear to
ear and on which were inscribed the
words N7 W', “holy unto the Lord.”
The word W7 was written on the
lower line, the word N-1-n-'7 on the
upper line. The letters in these words
were protruding. (Maimonides Klei
Hamikdash 9,1-2 explains the
technique used). The two ends of the
Y'Y were pierced so that below the
holes a strand of blue wool would be
fastened which in turn would be tied
behind the High Priest’s neck.
According to the view of Raa’vad the
inscription on the lower line was

7 W so that only the name of the
Lord i.e. N-1-N-' was inscribed on the
upper line. That letter 7 was at the
end of the upper line whereas the
name of the Lord appeared at the
beginning of the lower line near the
end at the right. The reason
Maimonides calls the upper line
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“lower” and the lower line “upper,” is
because he considered what is at the
end of the line as “lower,” and what is
at the beginning of the line as
“upper.” (At any rate, according to
Rabbi Shlomoh Aderet’s
interpretation the words N7 W'
could be read sequentially in the
normal order, and not as the
impression first created by the words
of Maimonides. The y'¥, head-plate,
was also considered as one of the
eight vestments of the High Priest.
However, strictly speaking, it was
not a garment but a decoration, a
kind of jewelry. If our sages always
speak about eight vestments which
the High Priest would adorn himself
in, they simply included this
adornment with the other seven
which are garments in the true sense
of the words. The other seven
garments symbolized the seven
heavens; [ will explain this in greater
detail at the end of Parshat Tzav
(Leviticus 8,7). The golden
head-plate represented the highest of
all the heavens. The very words
inscribed on the head-plate are an
allusion to the principle that the
glory of the princess is best seen by
the fact that she stays out of the
limelight, as Psalms 45,14 phrased it
NI¥X2AWNN NN19 170 N2 NTIAd 73
NWIQ7 aNT, “the royal princess, her
dress embroidered with golden
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mountings, (is led inside to the
king.”) The chamber (heaven)
referred to is the tenth, innermost.
This is why the y'¥ was made of pure
gold and why it was appropriately
inscribed with the words N7 W',
This is also the meaning of the words
N7 UTp DNIN 'NINY’, “engraved like
a signet ring ‘holy unto the Lord.”
The Torah writes in verse 38 that
the y'¥ is to be worn on Aaron’s
forehead, and that it is to be on his
forehead TN “always.” How are we
to understand the latter word
“always?” The word refers to the
periods during which the High
Priests fulfills his specific functions
in the Temple or within the holy
precincts. As you are already aware
the High Priest served as a symbol
and so did his vestments while he
wore them during the performance
of his duties. This is the reason why
the Torah wrote the word [IN277, “as
a remembrance,” i.e. as a symbol, in
connection with the gemstones on
the ephod and with the gemstones
on the breastplate (compare verse 12
and verse 29). The word |INDT7 is
very close in meaning to the word
NNAIT?, “as an example, a model, a
symbol.” The word Y'¥ itself is
reminiscent of Song of Songs 2,9
D'2NN N Y'¥N, “He was peering
through the lattices.” Aaron’s
inspiration came from the Shechinah
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which peered through the lattices
(shuttered windows of the highest
heaven) observing him performing
his functions. The word is related to
Y'Y YX'I, “it sprouted a bud,” i.e. the
topmost part of the fruit. Wherever
the word occurs it alludes to the
highest of something. Just as this
particular ornament symbolized the
highest emanation, the highest
attribute of G'd, so all the vestments
symbolized something of that nature.

Rashbam on Exodus 28:36:1

Y'¥ N'WYI. The name Y'Y reflects the
fact that this head-plate is worn on a
place that everybody looks at on the
forehead of the High Priest. We
explained this point in our
commentary on 12,7.

Rashbam on Exodus 28:36:2

'"N? 2. The names of the tribes of
[srael are engraved on both the
gemstones of the ephod as well as on
the breastplate. These names were to
remind G'd of the merits of the
founding fathers of these tribes and
to facilitate atonement for the sins of
their descendants. The specific sins
referred to are inadvertent violations
involving sacred sites entered in
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violation of the law, or the
consuming of sacred sacrificial meat
by people either not entitled to eat
them or not in a ritually pure state
which would be the prerequisite for
eating same. While the High Priest
wore the y'¥ G'd undertook to
forgive such inadvertent violations
committed by the people concerned.

Chizkuni, Numbers 17:23:2

Y'Y Y¥'I, “it had budded;” a sign that
priests would come forth. The High
Priests descended from Aaron would
wear this Y'Y, headband, engraved
with the word: kodesh, holy, on their
forehand (compare Exodus 28,36).
D'TPY 712, “it bore ripe almonds.”
This was an allusion to the eagerness
with which the priests descended
from Aaron would perform their
duties. Throughout history the
priests were lauded for the eagerness
with which they performed their
duties. They were cited as examples
of such eagerness, i.e. D'T'T 0'IND
DN (compare Talmud tractate
Shabbat, folio 20) According to some
opinions, this phenomenon of
Aaron’s staff producing blossoms and
almonds was also one of the miracles
for which G-d had provided the
potential during dusk on the sixth
day of creation. (Compare tractate
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Avot, chapter 5, Mishnah 6)

Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Balak 23:5

(Numb. 23:24, cont.:) AND DRUNK
THE BLOOD OF THE SLAIN. He
prophesied that Moses would not
sleep (in his grave), until he had
taken vengeance on himself and on
the five kings of Midian. (Numb.
23:24:) IT DOES NOT SLEEP
UNTIL IT HAS EATEN ITS PREY.
This <prey> is Balaam. (Ibid., cont.:)
AND DRUNK THE BLOOD OF
THE SLAIN. These are the five kings
of Midian. (Numb. 31:6:) WITH
THE VESSELS [OF THE
SANCTUARY.**The passage describes
the vengeance just prophesied. The
parallels in Tanh., Numb. 7:14, and in
Numb. R. 20:20 make this transition
from prophecy to fulfillment clearer.
This is] the <high priestly diadem>
plate on which it is said (according to
Exod. 28:36): HOLY TO THE
LORD.¥For a description, see Shab,
63b; Suk. 5a. (Numb. 31:6, cont.:)
AND THE TRUMPETS FOR
SOUNDING THE ALARM IN HIS
HAND. Moses said to Israel: Balaam
the Wicked has practiced magic for
you™Cf. the parallel account in Gen. R.
20:20, which reads, “for them.” and is
making the five kings fly. So he flies
and makes <others> fly. Show him
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the <high priestly diadem> plate on
which the name of the Holy One is
engraved,’ Galuf. Cf. Gk.: glufein (“to
engrave.”) and they will fall down
before you. You know that it is so
written (in Numb. 31:8): AND
ALONG WITH THEIR <OTHER>
VICTIMS THEY KILLED THE
KINGS OF MIDIAN: <EVI,
REKEM, ZUR, HUR, AND REBA,
THE FIVE KINGS OF MIDIAN,>
<THEY ALSO KILLED> BALAAM
BEN BEOR <WITH THE
SWORD>. What did that wicked
man want with the kings of Midian?
[s it not in fact written (in Numb.
24:25): <THEN BALAAM AROSE>
AND WENT BACK TO HIS OWN
PLACE? It is simply this: When he
heard that twenty-four thousand
<Israelites> had fallen (in Numb.
25:9) through his counsel,’*See Deut.
R. 1:2. he returned to get his reward.
For that reason Balaam ben Beor is
recorded (in Numb. 31:8) together
with the five kings of Midian.

Targum Jonathan on Exodus 28:37

And thou shalt put it on a twined
ribbon of hyacinth, to make amends
for boldness of face; and it shall be on
the mitre above the tephillin of the
head in front of the mitre shall it be.
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Chullin 138a:6

But say that the garment in question
is the cap of wool that the High
Priest wears, which is smaller than
the belt. As it is taught in a baraita:

A cap of wool was placed on the
High Priest’s head, and the
frontplate was placed upon it, to
fulfill that which is stated with
regard to the frontplate: “And you
shall put it on a thread of sky
blue, and it shall be upon the mitre;
upon the forefront of the mitre it
shall be” (Exodus 28:37). The term
“thread of sky blue” is referring to the
cap of sky-blue wool.

In Indian spiritual traditions, the third
eye refers to the ajna (or

brow) chakra.”” The third eye refers to
the gate that leads to the inner realms

and spaces of higher consciousness. In
spirituality, the third eye

often symbolizes a state

of enlightenment or the evocation

of mental images having deeply

personal spiritual or psychological signif
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icance. The third eye is often associated
with religious visions, clairvoyance, the
ability to

observe chakras and auras,'*! precognitio
n, and out-of-body experiences. People
who are said to have the capacity to
utilize their third eyes are sometimes
known as seers.

In Hinduism and Buddhism, the third
eye is said to be located around the
middle of the forehead, slightly above
the junction of the eyebrows,
representing the enlightenment one
achieves

through meditation."’™ Hindus also
place a "tilaka" between the eyebrows as
a representation of the third

eye,' which is also seen on expressions
of Shiva." Buddhists regard the third
eye as the "eye of consciousness",
representing the vantage point from
which enlightenment beyond one's

physical sight is achieved."-

Adherents of theosophist H. P.
Blavatsky have suggested that the third
eye is in fact the partially

dormant pineal gland, which resides

between the two hemispheres of the
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brain."” Reptiles and amphibians sense
light via a third parietal eye—a structure
associated with the pineal gland—which
serves to regulate their circadian
rhythms, and for navigation, as it can
sense the polarization of light. C. W.
Leadbeater thought that by extending
an "etheric tube" from the third eye, it
is possible to develop microscopic and
telescopic vision. It has been asserted
by Stephen Phillips that the third eye's
microscopic vision is capable of
observing objects as small

as quarks."” According to this belief,
humans had in far ancient times an
actual third eye in the back of the head
with a physical and spiritual function.
Over time, as humans evolved, this eye
atrophied and sunk into what today is
known as the pineal gland."" Rick
Strassman has hypothesized that the
pineal gland, which maintains light
sensitivity, is responsible for the
production and release

of DMT (dimethyltryptamine),

an entheogen which he believes possibly
could be excreted in large quantities at

the moments of birth and death.!?
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