In the Big Inning

Genesis 1:1

When God began to create heaven
and earth—

Rashi on Genesis 1:1:2

X112 n'wx11 IN THE BEGINNING
GOD CREATED — This verse
calls aloud for explanation in the
manner that our Rabbis explained it:
God created the world for the sake
of the Torah which is called
(Proverbs 8:22) “The beginning (
n'wK)) of His (God’s) way”, and
for the sake of Israel who are called
(Jeremiah 2:3) “The beginning (
N'wXM) of His (God’s) increase’’.
If, however, you wish to explain it
in its plain sense, explain it thus: At
the beginning of the Creation of
heaven and earth when the earth
was without form and void and
there was darkness, God said, “Let
there be light”. The text does not
intend to point out the order of the
acts of Creation — to state that
these (heaven and earth) were
created first; for if it intended to
point this out, it should have written
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121 DY NIX X2 MWK “At
first God created etc.” And for this
reason: Because, wherever the word
N'YUR occurs in Scripture, it 1S in
the construct state. E. g., (Jeremiah
26:1) “In the beginning of (N'wX11)
the reign of Jehoiakim™; (Genesis
10:10) “The beginning of (N'wKX")
his kingdom”; (Deuteronomy 18:4)
“The first fruit of (N'WXN) thy
corn.” Similarly here you must
translate D'N7X X121 N'WKN] as
though it read X2 N'WKN2], at the
beginning of God’s creating. A
similar grammatical construction
(of a noun in construct followed by
a verb) is: (Hosea 1:2) 'n 72T n7nn
VYWIN2, which is as much as to say,
“At the beginning of God’s
speaking through Hosea, the Lord
said to Hosea.” Should you,
however, insist that it does actually
intend to point out that these
(heaven and earth) were created
first, and that the meaning is, “At
the beginning of everything He
created these, admitting therefore
that the word Nn'wxM2 is in the
construct state and explaining the
omission of a word signifying
“everything” by saying that you
have texts which are elliptical,
omitting a word, as for example
(Job 3:10) “Because it shut not up
the doors of my mother’s womb”
where it does not explicitly explain
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who it was that closed the womb;
and (Isaiah 8:4) “He shall take away
the spoil of Samaria” without
explaining who shall take it away;
and (Amos 6:12) “Doth he plough
with oxen," and i1t does not
explicitly state, “Doth a man plough
with oxen’; (Isaiah 46:10)
“Declaring from the beginning the
end,” and it does not explicitly
state, “Declaring from the
beginning of a thing the end of a
thing’” — if it is so (that you assert
that this verse intends to point out
that heaven and earth were created
first), you should be astonished at
yourself, because as a matter of fact
the waters were created before
heaven and earth, for, lo, it 1s
written, (v. 2) “The Spirit of God
was hovering on the face of the
waters,” and Scripture had not yet
disclosed when the creation of the
waters took place — consequently
you must learn from this that the
creation of the waters preceded that
of the earth. And a further proof
that the heavens and earth were not
the first thing created is that the
heavens were created from fire (UX)
and water (0D!), from which it
follows that fire and water were in
existence before the heavens.
Therefore you must needs admit
that the text teaches nothing about
the earlier or later sequence of the



acts of Creation.

Rashi on Genesis 1:1:3

D'n7X X102 GOD [AS JUDGE]
CREATED — It does not state 'N02
n “The Lord (the Merciful One)
created, because at first God
intended to create it (the world) to
be placed under the attribute (rule)
of strict justice, but He realised that
the world could not thus endure and
therefore gave precedence to Divine
Mercy allying it with Divine
Justice. It is to this that what is
written in (Genesis 2:4) alludes —
“In the day that the Lord God made
earth and heaven”.

Ramban on Genesis 1:1:2

In the beginning (Bereishit), God
created: Rashi wrote, "this text
says nothing if not 'interpret me' - as
our Rabbis expounded upon it;
[God created the world] for the sake
of the Torah which is called 'the
beginning (reishit) of [God's] way'
(Proverbs 8:22), and for the sake of
Israel who were called 'the
beginning (reishit) of [God's] grain'
(Jeremiah 2:3)." And this midrash
of our Rabbis is very sealed and
[obscure], since they found many
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things that were called reishit and
about all of them are there words of
midrash; and they are so many that
[even] those of little
[understanding] will speak about
them. They said (Bereishit Rabbah
1:6), "In the merit of three things
was the world created: in the merit
of challah (the portion of a batch of
bread dough given to a
priest/Kohen), in the merit of
ma'aserot (the tithe of produce,
which must be given to a levite) and
in the merit of bikurim (first-fruits
that must be brought to the Temple
in Jerusalem and given to a
priest/Kohen). 'In the beginning
(Bereishit), God created:' there 1s no
reishit besides challah, as it 1s
stated about it (Numbers 15:20),
'the beginning (reishit) of your
dough;' and there is no reishit
besides ma’aserot, as it 1s stated
about it (Deuteronomy 18:4), 'the
beginning (reishit) of your grain;'
and there 1s no reishit besides
bikurim, as it 1s stated about it
(Exodus 23:19), 'the beginning
(reishit) of the first fruits of your
land." And they also said (Ibid.),
"in the merit of Moshe [was the
world created], as it 1is stated,
(Deuteronomy 33:21), 'and he saw a
reishit for himself."" And their
intention here is that the word,
bereishit, hints that the world was
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created with ten mystical spheres
(sefirot) and it hints to the sphere
called 'wisdom,' which is the
foundation for everything; as the
matter is stated (Proverbs 3:19),
"the Lord founded the earth with
wisdom" - it is terumah (the portion
of produce given to the
priest/Kohen, a subset of which is
challah), it 1s holy and 'it has no
required amount,' due to the
minuteness of its understanding by
the creatures. And when a person
counts ten measures and separates
one part of the ten, it is a hint to the
ten spheres; the wise will
contemplate the tenth and speak
about it. And challah - which is the
only commandment in the dough -
will hint to this. And Israel, which
1s [also] called reishit is the
Congregation of Israel (Knesset
Yisrael), which is compared in the
Song of Songs to a bride, as the
verses calls it 'daughter,' and 'sister’
and 'mother’ - and the Midrash has
already come to [these ideas] (Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 3:21), on [the
verse] (Shir HaShirim 3:11) "with
the crown with which his mother
crowned him" and in many places.
And so [too], "and he saw a reishit
for himself," [with] Moshe: they
understood that Moshe, our teacher,
gazed through the 'bright lens' and
"saw a reishit (beginning) for
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himself," and that is why he merited
the Torah. All [of this] indicates one
intention to [the Sages]. And it is
impossible to expand on the
explanation of this matter in
writing, and [even] the hint brings
much damage, since [the
unknowledgable] will come to
theories that are devoid of truth. But
I have mentioned it to slow down
the mouths of those of little
[understanding] - of slight wisdom -
that mock the words of our Rabbis.

Ramban on Genesis 1:1:4

And it stated, Elohim (God), [which
means] the master of all the forces,
as the root word [here] is el, which
1s power; and it is a compound
word, [made up of] el [and] hem
(them), as if 'power' were relational
(and would be understood as power
of them), and 'them' refers to all the
other powers; meaning 'the Power
over all the powers.' And a secret
will also be elucidated about this
[later]. If so, the correct simple
meaning of the verses is that its
meaning is: At first, "God created
the heavens" since he brought forth
their material from nothing, "and
the earth," bringing forth its
material from nothing. "And the
earth" includes the four basic
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elements, as per (Genesis 2:1),
"And the earth and the heavens and
all their hosts were completed,"
which includes the whole terrestrial
globe. And so [too] (Psalms 148:7),
"Praise the Lord from the earth, the
sea monsters and all the depths,"
and besides them, [there] are many
other [such references]. And
behold, with this creation, which
was like a small [and] fine dot, and
without substance, were created all
of the creations in the heavens and
the earth.

And the word, et [in the phrase et
hashamayim (the heavens)] is like
[saying,] the actual thing. And they
expounded about it that it is always
[meant to] include [something
beyond what is written]; since its
meaning [is understood from the
phrase] (Isaiah 21:12), "the morning
has come (ata) and also the night."
And so did our Rabbis state
(Bereishit Rabbah 1:14), "et
hashamayim, to include the sun and
the moon, stars and constellations;
ve'et haarets to include the trees and
the grasses and the Garden of
Eden." And these included all the
physical creations. And after it
stated that at the beginning - with
one word - God created the heavens
and the earth 'and all of their hosts,'
it went back to explain that after
this creation, this earth was rohu,
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meaning material that has no
substance; and it was bohu, since he
fashioned it with a form. And the
explanation is that in this form is
the form of the four elements,
which are fire, water, dirt and air;
and the word, "the earth," includes
these four. And fire 1s called,
"darkness," as elemental fire is
dark; and if it were red, it would
redden the night for us. And the
water, with which the dirt was
kneaded, is called "the deep."
Therefore, the waters of the seas are
the depths, as it is written (Exodus
15:5); "The depths covered them;"
(Ibid., 15:8) "the depths congealed;"
(Jonah 2:6) "the deep surrounded
me" - and the floor of the sea is
called 'deep;' (Psalms 106:9) "And
He rebuked the Reed Sea and it
dried up and they walked in the
depths like in a wilderness;" (Isaiah
63:13) "He led them through the
depths like a horse in the
wilderness." And the air is called
"spirit." And it is already know that
the four elements are one
[construct] and their axle is the
planet Earth. And the waters
encircle the earth, and the air
encircles the waters and the fire
encircles the air. And the verse
states, that the earth took on a form,
and the fire encircled above over
the water and dirt - that were mixed
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- and the wind blew and entered the
darkness (the fire) and hovered over
the waters. And it appears to me
that this dot - that with the
fashioning of its form became bohu
- is what the Sages called 'the
Foundation Stone' (Yoma 54b),
from which the world was set. And
behold the structure of the verses is
[as follows]; in the beginning, God
created the heavens from nothing
and created the earth from nothing,
and when the earth was created it
was tohu and [then] 1t was bohu;
and in [the heavens and earth] were
darkness (fire) and water and dirt,
and wind was hovering over the
waters. And behold all [of this] was
created and made. And wind (spirit)
was made relational to God
(meaning "the wind/spirit of God"),
because it 1s finer than [the other
elements] and higher than all of
them; only that it hovers over the
water by the proclamation of the
Holy One, blessed be He. And if
you will seek [to find] the creation
of the angels, which are not bodies,
this is not explained in the Torah.
And they expounded about them
that they were created on the second
day, that you should not say that
they helped in the creation of the
world. But if you merit and
understand the secret of the word,
Bereishit (In the beginning), and
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why it did not [have the word, God]
precede to say, "God created, in the
beginning," you will know that
according to the path of truth, the
verse tells about the lower ones, but
hints to the higher ones. And the
word, Bereishit, hints to wisdom,
which is the beginning of the
beginnings, as I have mentioned.
And for this reason, they translated
it in the Targum Yerushalmi, as
"with wisdom." And the word is
crowned with the crown of the
house (bayit, which is similar to bet,
the first letter of Bereishit).

Sforno on Genesis 1:1:1

N'YUKN2], at the beginning of time;
this is the first moment which is
indivisible into shorter periods..
There had not been a concept
“time” previous to this, i.e. there
had only been unbroken continuity.
(The author perceives “time” as one
of the creations. Ed.]

Sforno on Genesis 1:1:2

X121, He had converted “nothing”
into “something.” There had been
no need to invoke “time” in order to
accomplish this.
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Sforno on Genesis 1:1:3

D'?17X, The expression “elo-ha”
refers to something enduring,
eternal. This is why Moses (Deut.
32,17) refers to demons, D'TY, as
N-178 XY, seeing that they are not
eternal, are subject to death as our
sages taught (Chagigah 16) The
reason that the term “elo-ha” here
appears in the plural mode, i.e.
“elo-him,” 1s to teach us that G’d is
the origin of all the various visible
and invisible manifestations in the
universe. This is what the prophet
(Isaiah 6,3) has in mind when he
described G’d as ITI2d YAIXN 72 X'
, “‘the entire globe is a manifestation
of His glory.” There is no other
existence unless it has emanated
from His existence. This is what
Nechemyah 9,6 had in mind when
he said 0'7D> NN n'nNn nNKL, “You
provide life for all of them.” When
speaking of “appearances,” every
phenomenon which is abstract as
distinct from being tangible, is
described by the generic term
D'?717X. Professional, i.e. expert
judges are called D'nI7N, as they are
able to pronounce judgment D7x¥2
D'?17X, reflecting Divine wisdom.
Their very profession is testimony
to something enduring, divine in
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nature.

Sforno on Genesis 1:1:4

D'NYn NN, the word nw refers to a
place which is distant, as opposed to
the word N9, which means “here.”
Every plural mode when
accompanied by an accented
penultimate syllable vocalised with
a patach signals 2 of something
which are equi-distant from all
sides. This is something possible
only in connection with an orbiting
planet. This is something which is
not possible, i.e that two points are
equidistant from the center unless
they are part of an orbiting spherical
planet. The Torah therefore says
that G’d created the phenomenon
which at this time is far distant from
us in such a way that all its sides are
equi-distant from us, in other words
the phenomenon is a planet,
something spherical.

Sforno on Genesis 1:1:5

YOXN NN, and the center which is
orbited by the planet.

Baal HaTurim on Genesis 1:1:1
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There 1s a midrash (Bereishit
Rabbah 1), that the reason why [the
Torah] opened with a "bet" and not
with an "aleph", is because the "bet"
has a connotation of blessing
("B"racha), and "aleph" has a
connotation of cursing (" A"rirah).
The Holy One, blessed be He, said:
I will open with a "bet", with a
connotation of blessing, and if it
would only be that it should be able
to be fulfilled! Alternatively: [The
reason the Torah opens with a "bet",
which equals two in gematria] is
because of the two worlds that were
created, this world and the world to
come. Alternatively: [The reason
the Torah opens with a "bet", which
equals two in gematria] is because
of the two Torahs, the written
Torah, and the oral Torah, to teach
you that the world was created in
the merit of the Torah and its
learners. Bereishit: The [same
Hebrew] letters as "Bet Resh"
[="first house" ], meaning the first
Temple, as it says (Jeremiah 17:12)
"An honorable throne, exalted from
the beginning, the place of our
Temple." Alternatively: The [same
Hebrew] letters as "A' B'Tishre1"
[="1st of Tishrei"], which was when
the world was created.
Alternatively: The [same Hebrew]
letters as "Yirei Shabbat" [="Awe
of the Sabbath"], to tell you that the
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world was created in the merit of
Shabbat. Alternatively: The [same
Hebrew] letters as "Brit Aish"
[="Covenant, Fire"], that in the
merit of "covenant", which is
circumcision, and in the merit of
fire, which is the Torah, we will be
saved from the judgement of
Gehinnom. Alternatively: The
[same Hebrew] letters as "Briat
Yesh" [="Creation of
something/310"], for the creation of
310 worlds for every righteous
individual.

Kitzur Baal Haturim on Genesis 1:1:1

In the beginning, created: has a
numerical equivalent (gematria) of
'On Rosh Hashanah was created
(the world)." Bereishit (In the
beginning) is the acronym of
berishona raah Elohim sheyikablu
yisrael Torah (first God saw that
Israel would accept the Torah). The
last letters of Bereishit bara Elohim
(In the beginning, God created)
form the acronym, emmet (truth),
[which] teaches that God created
the world with truth, as it is stated
(Psalms 119:160), "The beginning
of Your word is truth;" and so [too],
there are many verses, which the
last letters of of its words form the
acronym, emmet.
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