
   yizkor  יזכור  

 

 יהוה 

The Yizkor service is said on the last day of Pesaĥ, the second day of Shavuot, 
Shemini Atzeret and Yom Kippur. In some communities, those who have 
not been bereaved of a parent or immediate relative do not participate in 

the service, but leave the synagogue and return at the end of Yizkor.

o ord, what is man, that You know him, the son of man, that You 
consider him! Man is like a breath. His days are like a passing shadow. In the 
morning it flowers and fades, in the evening it withers and dries. Teach us 
to number our days correctly. And may we get a heart of wisdom. Preserve 
innocence and behold uprightness, for there is a future for the man of peace. 
But God will redeem my soul from the hand of the underworld, for He will 
take me. Selah. My flesh and my heart fail. God is the rock of my heart and my 
portion forever. And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns 
to God Who gave it.
ב  e who dwells in the secret place of the Most High abides in the shadow יֹׁשֵ
of the Almighty. I say to the Lord, my refuge and my fortress, my God, I trust 
in Him. Indeed, He will deliver you from the baited trap, from the deadly 
pestilence. He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you will 
find refuge. His truth will be your shield and buckler. You will not be afraid of 
the terror by night, of the arrow that flies by day, of the pestilence that walks 
in the darkness, of the destruction that wastes at noonday. A thousand will fall 
at your side and ten thousand at your right hand. It will not come near to you. 
Only with your eyes will you behold, and you will see the destruction of the 
wicked. Indeed, You, O Lord, are my refuge. You have made the Most High Your 
habitation. No evil will befall you, and plague will not come near to your tent. 
Indeed, He will give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
They will bear you up on their hands, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
You will tread upon the lion and the adder. You will trample the young lion 
and the crocodile underfoot. Because he has clung to Me, I will deliver him. I 
will make him safe, because he has known My name. When he calls upon Me, 
I answer him. I am with him in trouble. I deliver him and I will honor him. I 
will satisfy him with long life, and I will show him of My salvation. I will satisfy 
him with long life, and I will show him of My salvation.

Ps. 
Ps. 

Ps. 

Ps. 
Ps. 

Eccl. 

Ps. 

  סדר הזכרת נשמות

הּו:  ֵבֽ ן־ֱאנֹוׁש ַוּתַחׁשּ הּו, ּבֶ ָדֵעֽ ָמה־ָאָדם ַוּתֵ יהוה 

The יזכור service is said on the last day of פסח, the second day of שבועות, 
 In some communities, those who have not been .יום כיפור and שמיני עצרת

bereaved of a parent or immediate relative do not participate in the service, 
but leave the בית כנסת and return at the end of סדר הזכרת נשמות.

ָמה, ָיָמיו ּכֵצל עֹוֵבר:  ֶבל ּדָ ָאָדם ַלֶהֽ  
ֶרב ימֹוֵלל וָיֵבׁש:  ֶֹקר ָיִציץ וָחָלף, ָלֶעֽ ּבֽ ּבַ

ן הֹוַדע, וָנִבא לַבב חְכָמה:  ינּו ּכֵ ִלְמנֹות ָיֵמֽ
לֹום:  י־ַאֲחִרית לִאיׁש ׁשָ ר, ּכִ ם ּוְרֵאה ָיׁשָ ׁשמר־ּתָ

ָלה:  ִני ֶסֽ ֵחֽ י ִיּקָ ד ׁשאֹול, ּכִ י ִמּיַ ה ַנְפׁשִ ַאְך־ֱאלִֹהים ִיְפּדֶ
ָלה ׁשֵאִרי ּוְלָבִבי, צּור־לָבִבי וֶחְלִקי ֱאלִֹהים לעֹוָלם:  ּכָ

ר נָתָנּה:  ׁשּוב ֶאל־ָהֱאלִֹהים ֲאׁשֶ ָהָיה, וָהֽרּוַח ּתָ ֶרץ ּכׁשֶ וָיׁשֹב ֶהָעָפר ַעל־ָהָאֽ

י ִיְתלֹוָנן׃ אַֹמר ַליהוה ַמְחִסי ּוְמצּוָדִתי, ֱאלַֹהי  ּדַ ֶתר ֶעְליֹון, ּבֵצל ׁשַ ּבֵסֽ ב  יֹׁשֵ
ָיֶֽסְך  ּבֶאְבָרתֹו  ַהּוֹות׃  ֶבר  ֽ ִמּדֶ ָיקּוׁש,  ח  ִמּפַ ילָך  ַיּצִ הּוא  י  ּכִ ֶאְבַטח־ּבֹו׃   
ַחד ָלְֽיָלה, ֵמֵחץ  ֽ ה וסֵֹחָרה ֲאִמּתֹו׃ לֹא־ִתיָרא ִמּפַ ְחֶסה, ִצּנָ ַחת־ּכָנָפיו ּתֶ ָלְך, וַתֽ
ֶלף,  ֶאֽ ּדָך  ִמּצִ ִיּפֹל  ִים׃  צהָרֽ ָיׁשּוד  ֶטב  ֽ ִמּקֶ ַיֲהלְֹך,  ֽאֶֹפל  ּבָ ֶבר  ֽ ִמּדֶ יֹוָמם׃  ָיעּוף 
ְרֶאה׃  ִעים ּתִ ַמת רׁשָ ּלֻ יט, וׁשִ ׁש׃ ַרק ּבֵעיֶנֽיָך ַתּבִ ּוְרָבָבה ִמיִמיֶנָֽך, ֵאֶלֽיָך לֹא ִיּגָ
וֶנַֽגע  ָרָעה,  יָך  ֵאֶלֽ ה  לֹא־תֻאּנֶ מעֹוֶנָֽך׃  ְמּתָ  ֽ ׂשַ ֶעְליֹון  ַמְחִסי,  יהוה  ה  י־ַאּתָ ּכִ
ִים  ֽ ּפַ ַעל־ּכַ יָך׃  ּבכל־ּדָרֶכֽ מְרָך  ִלׁשְ ְך,  ה־ּלָ יַצּוֶ ַמְלָאָכיו  י  ּכִ ּבאהֶלָֽך׃  לֹא־ִיְקַרב 
ין׃  וַתּנִ ּכִפיר  ְרמֹס  ּתִ ְדרְֹך,  ּתִ ֶתן  ָוֶפֽ ַחל  ֽ ַעל־ׁשַ ַרְגֶלָֽך׃  ֶבן  ֶאֽ ּבָ ּגֹף  ן־ּתִ ּפֶ ֽאּוְנָך,  ָ ִיׂשּ
ִני וֶאֱעֵנֽהּו, ִעּמֹו־ָאנִֹכי  י־ָיַדע ׁשִמי׃ ִיְקָרֵאֽ הּו ּכִ ּגֵבֽ הּו, ֲאׂשַ ק ַוֲאַפּלֵטֽ י ִבי ָחׁשַ ּכִ
יׁשּוָעִתי׃ ֽאֶֹרְך  הּו ּבִ הּו, וַאְרֵאֽ יֵעֽ ּבִ הּו׃ ֽאֶֹרְך ָיִמים ַאׂשְ הּו ַוֲאַכּבֵדֽ בָצָרה, ֲאַחּלֵצֽ

יׁשּוָעִתי׃ הּו ּבִ הּו, וַאְרֵאֽ יֵעֽ ּבִ ָיִמים ַאׂשְ

תהלים קמד

תהלים צ

תהלים לז

תהלים מט

תהלים עג

קהלת יב

תהלים צא

known as known as matnat yad matnat yad (gift of one’s hand). This (gift of one’s hand). This 
custom involved making pledges to charity custom involved making pledges to charity 
on days when the Torah reading dealt with on days when the Torah reading dealt with 
charity. This included charitable activity on charity. This included charitable activity on 
the festivals, as it says “each person shall give, the festivals, as it says “each person shall give, 
according to according to the gift of his handthe gift of his hand, per the bless-, per the bless-

ing that God has bestowed upon him” (Deut.ing that God has bestowed upon him” (Deut.  
14:22–16:17). Thus on these days pledges would 14:22–16:17). Thus on these days pledges would 
be made in memory of departed loved ones be made in memory of departed loved ones 
((LevushLevush). ). 

Regarding the mourning practices of Regarding the mourning practices of 
ShivaShiva and  and SheloshimSheloshim, the , the HalakhaHalakha requires  requires 

  YIZKORYIZKOR /  / ִיְזּכֹור
The earliest mention of praying for atonement The earliest mention of praying for atonement 
for for thethe departed souls appears  departed souls appears inin the Tannaitic  the Tannaitic 
Midrash SifreiMidrash Sifrei, Deuteronomy 21:8. The practice , Deuteronomy 21:8. The practice 
of reciting of reciting YizkorYizkor on Yom Kippur is attested  on Yom Kippur is attested toto  
in the later in the later Midrash Tanĥuma,Midrash Tanĥuma,  Ha'azinu.Ha'azinu. The  The 
remembrance of past lives serves another remembrance of past lives serves another 
purpose on Yom Kippurpurpose on Yom Kippur – – to link us to the  to link us to the 

ongoing Jewish mission, the process begun ongoing Jewish mission, the process begun 
by our forefathers and continued by our by our forefathers and continued by our 
grandparents and parents, so that the merits grandparents and parents, so that the merits 
of our ancestors can be reckoned for us as well of our ancestors can be reckoned for us as well 
on the Day of Judgment (on the Day of Judgment (Orĥot ĤayyimOrĥot Ĥayyim).).

The custom of reciting The custom of reciting YizkorYizkor at the end  at the end 
of the three pilgrimage festivals stems from of the three pilgrimage festivals stems from 
an ancient practice cited by an ancient practice cited by Maĥzor VitriMaĥzor Vitri  
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   yizkor  יזכור  

 ִיְזּכֹר
For one’s father:

ay od remember the soul of my father, my teacher, (name son of 
father’s name) who has gone on to his eternal reward, insofar as I will make a 
charitable gift in memory of his soul. As reward for this, may his soul be bound 
in lasting life, together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, 
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together with the other righteous men and 
women who are in the Garden of Eden. And let us say, Amen.

 ִיְזּכֹר
For one’s mother:

ay od remember the soul of my mother, my teacher, (name daughter 
of father’s name) who has gone on to her eternal reward, insofar as I will make 
a charitable gift in memory of her soul. As reward for this, may her soul be 
bound in lasting life, together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together with the other righteous men 
and women who are in the Garden of Eden. And let us say, Amen.

ִיְזּכֹר
For a male relative:

 ay od remember the soul of my grandfather / uncle / brother / son 
/ husband, (name son of father’s name) who has gone on to his eternal reward, 
insofar as I will make a charitable gift in memory of his soul. As reward for 
this, may his soul be bound in lasting life, together with the souls of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together with the 
other righteous men and women who are in the Garden of Eden. And let us 
say, Amen.

 ִיְזּכֹר
For a female relative:

ay od remember the soul of my grandmother / aunt / sister / 
daughter / wife, (name daughter of father’s name) who has gone on to her 
eternal reward, insofar as I will make a charitable gift in memory of her soul. 
As reward for this, may her soul be bound in lasting life, together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and 
together with the other righteous men and women who are in the Garden of 
Eden. And let us say, Amen.

ֲעבּור  ּבַ לעֹוָלמֹו,  ָהַלְך  ׁשֶ פלוני)  ן  ּבֶ (פלוני  מֹוִרי  ָאִבי  ַמת  ִנׁשְ ֱאלִֹהים  ִיְזּכֹר 
For one’s father:

ַכר ֶזה ּתֵהא ַנְפׁשֹו צרּוָרה  ׂשְ ָמתֹו. ּבִ ַרת ִנׁשְ ן צָדָקה ּבַעד ַהְזּכָ ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ  
ָרֵחל  ִרְבָקה  ָרה  ׂשָ וַיֲעקֹב,  ִיְצָחק  ַאְבָרָהם  מֹות  ִנׁשְ ִעם  ים  ַהַחּיִ ְצרֹור  ּבִ

ֶדן, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ּבַגן ֵעֽ יִקים וִצְדָקִנּיֹות ׁשֶ וֵלָאה, וִעם ׁשָאר ַצּדִ

לעֹוָלָמּה,  ָהלָכה  ׁשֶ פלוני)  ת  ּבַ (פלונית  מֹוָרִתי  י  ִאּמִ ַמת  ִנׁשְ ֱאלִֹהים  ִיְזּכֹר 
For one’s mother:

ּה  ַכר ֶזה ּתֵהא ַנְפׁשָ ׂשְ ָמָתּה. ּבִ ַרת ִנׁשְ ן צָדָקה ּבַעד ַהְזּכָ ֶאּתֵ ֲעבּור ׁשֶ ּבַ  
ָרה ִרְבָקה  מֹות ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק וַיֲעקֹב, ׂשָ ים ִעם ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ צרּוָרה ּבִ

ֶדן, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ּבַגן ֵעֽ יִקים וִצְדָקִנּיֹות ׁשֶ ָרֵחל וֵלָאה, וִעם ׁשָאר ַצּדִ

ָאִחי /  my brother / ּדֹוִדי my uncle / זֵקִני my grandfather)  ַמת ֱאלִֹהים ִנׁשְ ִיְזּכֹר 
For a male relative:

ֲעבּור  ָהַלְך לעֹוָלמֹו, ּבַ ן פלוני) ׁשֶ ֲעִלי) (פלוני ּבֶ ּבַ my husband / ּבִני my son  
ְצרֹור  ַכר ֶזה ּתֵהא ַנְפׁשֹו צרּוָרה ּבִ ׂשְ ָמתֹו. ּבִ ַרת ִנׁשְ ן צָדָקה ּבַעד ַהְזּכָ ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ
ָרה ִרְבָקה ָרֵחל וֵלָאה, וִעם  מֹות ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק וַיֲעקֹב, ׂשָ ים ִעם ִנׁשְ ַהַחּיִ

ֶדן, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ּבַגן ֵעֽ יִקים וִצְדָקִנּיֹות ׁשֶ ׁשָאר ַצּדִ

my sister  / ּדֹוָדִתי  my aunt  / י  זֶקְנּתִ my grandmother  ) ַמת  ִנׁשְ ֱאלִֹהים  ִיְזּכֹר 
For a female relative:

ָהלָכה  ת פלוני) ׁשֶ י) (פלונית ּבַ ּתִ ִאׁשְ my wife / י ּתִ ּבִ my daughter  / ֲאחֹוִתי  
ֶזה  ַכר  ׂשְ ּבִ ָמָתּה.  ִנׁשְ ַרת  ַהְזּכָ ּבַעד  צָדָקה  ן  ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ לעֹוָלָמּה, 
מֹות ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק וַיֲעקֹב,  ים ִעם ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ ּה צרּוָרה ּבִ ּתֵהא ַנְפׁשָ
ֶדן,  ֵעֽ ּבַגן  ׁשֶ וִצְדָקִנּיֹות  יִקים  ַצּדִ ׁשָאר  וִעם  וֵלָאה,  ָרֵחל  ִרְבָקה  ָרה  ׂשָ

ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן.

memory becomes an inspiration and a source memory becomes an inspiration and a source 
of strength to the living. In this light the words of strength to the living. In this light the words 
of of YizkorYizkor should be understood in balanced  should be understood in balanced 
fashion: imbued with a sense of loss but also fashion: imbued with a sense of loss but also 
with thankfulness for the lives our loved ones with thankfulness for the lives our loved ones 
lived; with sadness, but also with hope for the lived; with sadness, but also with hope for the 

living, and a determination to learn from the living, and a determination to learn from the 
departed how to use our own time and ener-departed how to use our own time and ener-
gies in the service of God. gies in the service of God. 

 May God remember.  May God remember. Since God Since God –– ִיְזּכֹור ֱאלִֹהים
knows all and does not forget anything, the knows all and does not forget anything, the 

that all public manifestations of mourning be that all public manifestations of mourning be 
suspended on Yom Tov, and yet we say suspended on Yom Tov, and yet we say 
YizkorYizkor on every Yom Tov, which for many is  on every Yom Tov, which for many is 
accompanied by tears and sadness in recall-accompanied by tears and sadness in recall-
ing the passing of loved ones and martyrs. ing the passing of loved ones and martyrs. 

The justification for this is that The justification for this is that YizkorYizkor is less  is less 
an act of mourning and more a redemptive an act of mourning and more a redemptive 
gesture, perhaps even a joyous one. When the gesture, perhaps even a joyous one. When the 
deceased are recalled for their goodness and deceased are recalled for their goodness and 
devotion to Jewish life and Torah values, their devotion to Jewish life and Torah values, their 
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 ִיְזּכֹר
For one’s extended family:

ay od remember the souls of my grandfathers and grandmothers, 
uncles and aunts, brothers and sisters, both on my father’s side and on my 
mother’s side, who have gone on to their eternal reward, insofar as I will make 
a charitable gift in memory of their souls. As reward for this, may their souls 
be bound in lasting life, together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together with the other righteous men 
and women who are in the Garden of Eden. And let us say, Amen.

 ִיְזּכֹר 
For martyrs:

ay od remember the souls of (all my relatives, both on my father’s 
side and on my mother’s side,)  the holy and pure ones who were killed, 
murdered, slaughtered, burned, drowned, and strangled for the sanctification 
of the Name, insofar as I will make a charitable gift in memory of their souls. 
As reward for this, may their souls be bound in lasting life, together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and 
together with the other righteous men and women who are in the Garden of 
Eden. And let us say, Amen.

After reciting the above Yizkor texts, it is customary to also recite 
the following Kel Maleh paragraphs, as applicable.

 ֵאל  
For an individual:

od, full of mercy, Who dwells on high, grant fitting rest beneath (some 
say: above) the protective wings of the Divine Presence, where the souls of 
the holy and pure ones – whose radiance is like that of the heavens – reside, 
to the soul of

For a man:
(name of the deceased) the son of (father of the deceased), who has 
gone to his eternal reward, insofar as I will make a charitable gift in 
memory of his soul, may the Garden of Eden be his resting place. For 

וַאחיֹוַתי,    ַאַחי  ודֹודֹוַתי,  ּדֹוַדי  וִזְקנֹוַתי,  זֵקַני  מֹות  ִנׁשְ ֱאלִֹהים  ִיְזּכֹר 
For one’s extended family:

צָדָקה  ן  ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ לעֹוָלָמם,  ָהְלכּו  ׁשֶ י,  ִאּמִ ד  ּוִמּצַ ָאִבי  ד  ִמּצַ  
צרּורֹות  ַנְפׁשֹוֵתיֶהם  ְהֶיֽיָנה  ּתִ ֶזה  ַכר  ׂשְ ּבִ מֹוֵתיֶהם.  ִנׁשְ ַרת  ַהְזּכָ ּבַעד 
ָרֵחל  ִרְבָקה  ָרה  ׂשָ וַיֲעקֹב,  ִיְצָחק  ַאְבָרָהם  מֹות  ִנׁשְ ִעם  ים  ַהַחּיִ ְצרֹור  ּבִ

ֶדן, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ּבַגן ֵעֽ יִקים וִצְדָקִנּיֹות ׁשֶ וֵלָאה, וִעם ׁשָאר ַצּדִ

מֹות ּכל  ת פלוני) וִנׁשְ פלונית ּבַ female ן פלוני / פלוני ּבֶ male ) ַמת ֱאלִֹהים ִנׁשְ  ִיְזּכֹר 
For martyrs:

ֶהְרגּו  ּנֶ הּומתּו וׁשֶ י, ׁשֶ ד ִאּמִ ד ָאִבי ֵהן ִמּצַ קרֹוַבי ּוְקרֹובֹוַתי, ֵהן ִמּצַ  
ֲעבּור  ּבַ ם,  ֵ ַהׁשּ ִקּדּוׁש  ַעל  ְחנקּו  ּנֶ וׁשֶ ְטּבעּו  ּנִ וׁשֶ רפּו  ׂשְ ּנִ וׁשֶ ֲחטּו  ׁשְ ּנִ וׁשֶ
ְהֶיֽיָנה ַנְפׁשֹוֵתיֶהם  ַכר ֶזה ּתִ ׂשְ מֹוֵתיֶהם. ּבִ ַרת ִנׁשְ ן צָדָקה ּבַעד ַהְזּכָ ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ
ָרה ִרְבָקה  מֹות ַאְבָרָהם ִיְצָחק וַיֲעקֹב, ׂשָ ים ִעם ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ צרּורֹות ּבִ

ֶדן, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ּבַגן ֵעֽ יִקים וִצְדָקִנּיֹות ׁשֶ ָרֵחל וֵלָאה, וִעם ׁשָאר ַצּדִ

After reciting the above יזכור texts, it is customary to also recite 
the following   ֵאל ָמֵלא paragraphs, as applicable.

ַחת (נ"א ַעל)  ֽ ּמרֹוִמים, ַהְמֵצא מנּוָחה נכֹוָנה ּתַ ָמֵלא ַרֲחִמים, ׁשֹוֵכן ּבַ
For an individual:

  ֵאל 
יַע  ָהָר ּכֽזַֹהר  ּוְטהֹוִרים,  ים  קדֹוׁשִ ּבַמֲעלֹות  ִכיָנה,  ַהׁשּ ְנֵפי  ּכַ  

ַמת  ַמְזִהיִרים, לִנׁשְ

ַרת  ן צָדָקה ּבַעד ַהְזּכָ ֶאּתֵ ֲעבּור ׁשֶ ָהַלְך לעֹוָלמֹו, ּבַ ן פלוני) ׁשֶ (פלוני ּבֶ
For a man:

הּו  יֵרֽ ַיְסּתִ ָהַרֲחִמים  ַעל  ֽ ּבַ ָלֵכן,  מנּוָחתֹו.  ּתֵהא  ֶדן  ֵעֽ ּבַגן  ָמתֹו,  ִנׁשְ

unrepentant most serious sinners suffer eternal unrepentant most serious sinners suffer eternal 
punishment in punishment in GehennomGehennom. Less serious sinners . Less serious sinners 
are sent to are sent to GehennomGehennom for twelve months, and  for twelve months, and 
depending on their sins, can ascend from there depending on their sins, can ascend from there 
at some point to receive their earned reward at some point to receive their earned reward 
in in Gan EdenGan Eden. Thus the prayer beseeches God . Thus the prayer beseeches God 
to raise the soul of the beloved departed one to raise the soul of the beloved departed one 
from from GehennomGehennom to reach  to reach Gan EdenGan Eden, to be in the , to be in the 
company of the souls of the righteous and holy company of the souls of the righteous and holy 
ones that reside there.ones that reside there.

ִכיָנה ְנֵפי ַהׁשּ ַחת ּכַ ֽ  Beneath the protective wings  Beneath the protective wings –– ּתַ
of the Divine Presence. of the Divine Presence. There are two versions of There are two versions of 
this phrase. One reads this phrase. One reads ַחת ֽ  while  (beneath), while ,(beneath) ּתַ
the other reads the other reads ַעל (on). The former reading is  (on). The former reading is 
likely the correct one, for a number of reasons. likely the correct one, for a number of reasons. 
Numerous Scriptural passages (particularly in Numerous Scriptural passages (particularly in 
Psalms 17:8, 61:4–5, 36:8) invoke the language Psalms 17:8, 61:4–5, 36:8) invoke the language 

“under the wings” or “in the shadow of the “under the wings” or “in the shadow of the 
wings” to express God’s protective covering wings” to express God’s protective covering 
or His concealing someone in the face of or His concealing someone in the face of 

term here is primarily a prayer for atonement term here is primarily a prayer for atonement 
of the souls of the departed (R. Joseph B. of the souls of the departed (R. Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik).Soloveitchik).

ים ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ -Bond of life.  Bond of life. The Gemara (The Gemara (Shab-Shab –– ּבִ
batbat 152b) identifies this as the “concealment of  152b) identifies this as the “concealment of 
righteous souls under the divine throne.” The righteous souls under the divine throne.” The 
ZoharZohar explains that those who act to further  explains that those who act to further 
the divine mission in this world are invested the divine mission in this world are invested 
with eternal life, and retain a bond to the with eternal life, and retain a bond to the 
divine source after physical life has ended. divine source after physical life has ended. 

-God, full of mercy God, full of mercy. The earli-. The earli –– ֵאל ָמֵלא ַרֲחִמים 
est mention of this prayer, whose author is est mention of this prayer, whose author is 
unknown, is found in the unknown, is found in the Ma'avar YabokMa'avar Yabok (pub- (pub-
lished in 1626). The text, apparently written lished in 1626). The text, apparently written 
in Germany, reflects the understanding of the in Germany, reflects the understanding of the 
thirteenth-century Ramban, as found in his thirteenth-century Ramban, as found in his 
Shaar HaGemulShaar HaGemul (and as further refined by the  (and as further refined by the 
RoshRosh). As they explain, immediately after death ). As they explain, immediately after death 
the soul goes to the world of the souls. The the soul goes to the world of the souls. The 
righteous are immediately rewarded, while the righteous are immediately rewarded, while the 
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this reason may the ever-merciful One shelter the deceased under His 
protective wings forever, and may He bind his soul in lasting life. For 
the Lord will surely be his benefactor, so that he can rest in peace in 
his allotted place. And let us say, Amen.

For a woman:
(name of the deceased) the daughter of (father of the deceased), who has 
gone to her eternal reward, insofar as I will make a charitable gift in 
memory of her soul, may the Garden of Eden be her resting place. For 
this reason may the ever-merciful One shelter the deceased under His 
protective wings forever, and may He bind her soul in lasting life. For 
the Lord will surely be her benefactor, so that she can rest in peace in 
her allotted place. And let us say, Amen.

 ֵאל 
For a group:

od, full of mercy, Who dwells on high, grant fitting rest beneath (some 
say: above) the protective wings of the Divine Presence, where the souls of 
the holy and pure ones – whose radiance is like that of the heavens – reside, 
to the souls of

For a group of men:
(names of the deceased), who have gone to their eternal reward, insofar 
as I will make a charitable gift in memory of their souls, may the 
Garden of Eden be their resting place. For this reason may the ever-
merciful One shelter the deceased under His protective wings forever, 
and may He bind their souls in lasting life. For the Lord will surely be 
their benefactor, so that they can rest in peace in their allotted place. 
And let us say, Amen.

For a group of women:
(names of the deceased), who have gone to their eternal reward, insofar 
as I will make a charitable gift in memory of their souls, may the 
Garden of Eden be their resting place. For this reason may the ever-
merciful One shelter the deceased under His protective wings forever, 
and may He bind their souls in lasting life. For the Lord will surely be 
their benefactor, so that they can rest in peace in their allotted place. 
And let us say, Amen.

ָמתֹו, יהוה  ים ֶאת ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ ֶתר ּכָנָפיו לעֹוָלִמים, וִיְצרֹר ּבִ ּבֵסֽ
בֹו, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן.  ּכָ לֹום ַעל ִמׁשְ הּוא ַנֲחָלתֹו, וָיֽנּוַח ּבׁשָ

ּבַעד  צָדָקה  ן  ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ לעֹוָלָמּה,  ָהלָכה  ׁשֶ פלוני)  ת  ּבַ (פלונית 
For a woman:

ָהַרֲחִמים  ַעל  ֽ ּבַ ָלֵכן,  מנּוָחָתּה.  ּתֵהא  ֶדן  ֵעֽ ּבַגן  ָמָתּה,  ִנׁשְ ַרת  ַהְזּכָ
ָמָתּה,  ים ֶאת ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ ֶתר ּכָנָפיו לעֹוָלִמים, וִיְצרֹר ּבִ ָה ּבֵסֽ יֶרֽ ַיְסּתִ

ָבּה, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן.  ּכָ לֹום ַעל ִמׁשְ יהוה הּוא ַנֲחָלָתּה, וָתֽנּוַח ּבׁשָ

ַחת (נ"א ַעל)  ֽ ּמרֹוִמים, ַהְמֵצא מנּוָחה נכֹוָנה ּתַ ָמֵלא ַרֲחִמים, ׁשֹוֵכן ּבַ
For a group:

  ֵאל 
יַע  ָהָר ּכֽזַֹהר  ּוְטהֹוִרים,  ים  קדֹוׁשִ ּבַמֲעלֹות  ִכיָנה,  ַהׁשּ ְנֵפי  ּכַ  

מֹות  ַמְזִהיִרים, לִנׁשְ

ּבַעד  צָדָקה  ן  ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ לעֹוָלָמם,  ָהְלכּו  ׁשֶ פלוני)  ן  ּבֶ (פלוני 
For a group of men:

ַעל ָהַרֲחִמים  ֽ ֶדן ּתֵהא מנּוָחָתם. ָלֵכן, ּבַ מֹוֵתיֶהם, ּבַגן ֵעֽ ַרת ִנׁשְ ַהְזּכָ
ֶאת  ים  ַהַחּיִ ְצרֹור  ּבִ וִיְצרֹר  לעֹוָלִמים,  ּכָנָפיו  ֶתר  ּבֵסֽ יֵרם  ַיְסּתִ
ָבם,  ּכָ ִמׁשְ ַעל  לֹום  ּבׁשָ וָיֽנּוחּו  ַנֲחָלָתם,  הּוא  יהוה  מֹוֵתיֶהם,  ִנׁשְ

ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. 

ּבַעד  צָדָקה  ן  ֶאּתֵ ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ לעֹוָלָמן,  ָהלכּו  ׁשֶ פלוני)  ת  ּבַ (פלונית 
For a group of women:

ָהַרֲחִמים  ַעל  ֽ ּבַ ָלֵכן,  מנּוָחָתן.  ּתֵהא  ֶדן  ֵעֽ ּבַגן  מֹוֵתיֶהן,  ִנׁשְ ַרת  ַהְזּכָ
ֶאת  ים  ַהַחּיִ ְצרֹור  ּבִ וִיְצרֹר  לעֹוָלִמים,  ּכָנָפיו  ֶתר  ּבֵסֽ יֵרן  ַיְסּתִ
ָבן,  ּכָ ִמׁשְ ַעל  לֹום  ּבׁשָ וָיֽנּוחּו  ַנֲחָלָתן,  הּוא  יהוה  מֹוֵתיֶהן,  ִנׁשְ

ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. 

Rambam) and early modern texts give priority Rambam) and early modern texts give priority 
to “beneath.” This indeed was the preference to “beneath.” This indeed was the preference 

and practice of R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik and practice of R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
(R. Yaakov Jaffe).(R. Yaakov Jaffe).

danger. So too in the above-quoted Gemara danger. So too in the above-quoted Gemara 
((Shabbat Shabbat 152b), the souls of the righteous are 152b), the souls of the righteous are 
concealed under the divine throne. This sense concealed under the divine throne. This sense 
is also reflected in the subsequent language is also reflected in the subsequent language 
of the of the Kel MaleiKel Malei itself, which describes God  itself, which describes God 

as concealing the deceased under His wings. as concealing the deceased under His wings. 
While there are certainly other sources that While there are certainly other sources that 
prefer the “on the wings” formulation, based prefer the “on the wings” formulation, based 
primarily on R. Isaiah Horowitz (the primarily on R. Isaiah Horowitz (the ShelaShela), ), 
the preponderance of medieval (especially the preponderance of medieval (especially 
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 special prayers for occasions bearing istorical 
or national significance

 ֵאל 
Some congregations recite the following for the Six Million martyrs of the Holocaust.
od, full of mercy, Who dwells on high, Judge of the widows and Father of the 

orphans, do not be silent or restrained before the blood of Israel, spilled like water. 
Grant proper rest beneath (some say: above) the protective wings of the Divine 
Presence, in the heights of the holy and pure ones whose radiance is like that of 
the heavens, for the souls of the six million, – men and women, boys and girls – 
the victims of the European Holocaust, who were killed, murdered, slaughtered, 
burned, drowned, strangled and buried alive, for the sanctification of the Name, 
in the hands of the murderous, cursed Nazis and their collaborators from other 
nations, may their names and memories be blotted out. The martyrs were all holy 
and pure, and among them were geniuses and righteous men, cedars of Lebanon 
and mighty Torah giants. May the Garden of Eden be their resting place, insofar 
as this entire holy congregation will make a charitable gift in remembrance of 
their souls. For this, may the ever-merciful One shelter the deceased under His 
protective wings forever, and may He bind their souls in lasting life. For the Lord 
will surely be their benefactor, and He shall remember for us their Binding. Their 
merit shall stand for us and all of Israel. May the land not conceal their blood, 
may there not be a hiding place for their screams. May the Garden of Eden be 
their resting place, and may they meet their destiny during the End of Days. And 
let us say, Amen.

ֵאל

Some congregations recite the following for those who have 
given their lives in defense of the State of Israel.

 od, full of mercy, who dwells on high, grant fitting rest beneath (some say: 
above) the wings of the Divine Presence, in the heights of the holy, the pure and 
the brave, who shine like the radiance of heaven, to the souls of the holy ones 
who fought in any of Israel’s battles, in clandestine operations and in Israel’s 
Defense Forces, who fell in battle and sacrificed their lives for the consecration 
of God’s name, for the people and the land, insofar as this entire holy congregation 
will make a charitable gift in remembrance of their souls. Therefore, Master of 
compassion, shelter them in the shadow of Your wings forever, and bind their 
souls in lasting life. The Lord is their heritage; may the Garden of Eden be their 
resting place, may they rest in peace, may their merit stand for all Israel, and may 
they receive their reward at the End of Days, and let us say: Amen.

The service continues on page   .

 תפילות מיוחדות לזכר אירועים היסטוריים ולאומיים

ק  ה וִתְתַאּפַ ן ַאְלָמנֹות ַוֲאִבי יתֹוִמים, ַאל ָנא ֶתֱחׁשֶ ּיַ ָמֵלא ַרֲחִמים, ּדַ ֵאל 
Some congregations recite the following for the Six Million martyrs of the Holocaust.

ַעל)  (נ"א  ַחת  ֽ ּתַ נכֹוָנה  מנּוָחה  ַהְמֵצא  ִים.  ֽ ּמָ ּכַ ְך  ּפַ ׁשְ ּנִ ׁשֶ ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ לַדם   
ַמְזִהיִרים,  יַע  ָהָר ּכֽזַֹהר  ּוְטהֹוִרים,  ים  קדֹוׁשִ ּבַמֲעלֹות  ִכיָנה,  ַהׁשּ ְנֵפי  ּכַ
יָלִדים  ים,  וָנׁשִ ים  ֲאָנׁשִ ָרֵאל,  ִיׂשְ ַאְלֵפי  ִרבבֹות  ֵמאֹות  ׁש  ׁשֶ מֹות  ִנׁשְ ֶאת 
ְטּבעּו  ּנִ רפּו וׁשֶ ׂשְ ּנִ ֲחטּו וׁשֶ ׁשְ ּנִ ֶהְרגּו וׁשֶ ּנֶ ה, ׁשֶ ֹוָאה ּבֵאירֹוּפָ ִויָלדֹות, ֲחלֵלי ַהׁשּ
ֽאִצים  ַהּנַ ַהמַרּצִחים  יֵדי  ּבִ ם,  ֵ ַהׁשּ ִקּדּוׁש  ַעל  ים,  ַחּיִ ְקּברּו  ּנִ וׁשֶ ְחנקּו  ּנֶ וׁשֶ
ים  קדֹוׁשִ ם  ּלָ ּכֻ וִזְכָרם.  ׁשָמם  ח  ִיּמַ ים  ָהַעּמִ ָאר  ִמׁשּ ועֹוזֵריֶהם  ָהֲארּוִרים 
ּבַגן  ַהּתֹוָרה.  יֵרי  וַאּדִ ַהּלָבנֹון  ַאְרֵזי  יִקים,  וַצּדִ ּגאֹוִנים  ּוָבֶהם  ּוְטהֹוִרים, 
ּבַעד  צָדָקה  ִיּתנּו  ה  ַהּזֶ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ָהל  ַהּקָ ּכל  ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ מנּוָחָתם,  ּתֵהא  ֶדן  ֵעֽ
ֶתר ּכָנָפיו לעֹוָלִמים,  יֵרם ּבֵסֽ ַעל ָהַרֲחִמים ַיְסּתִ ֽ מֹוֵתיֶהם. ָלֵכן, ּבַ ַרת ִנׁשְ ַהְזּכָ
מֹוֵתיֶהם, יהוה הּוא ַנֲחָלָתם, וִיְזּכֹר ָלֽנּו ֲעֵקָדָתם,  ים ֶאת ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ וִיְצרֹר ּבִ
ָמקֹום  יִהי  וַאל  ָמם,  ּדָ י  ּתַכּסִ ַאל  ֶרץ  ֶאֽ זכּוָתם.  ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ּוְלכל  ָלֽנּו  וַתֲעמֹד 
ִמין, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ֶדן ּתֵהא מנּוָחָתם, וַיַעְמדּו לגֹוָרָלם לֵקץ ַהּיָ לַזֲעָקָתם. ּבַגן ֵעֽ

ַחת (נ"א ַעל)  ֽ ּמרֹוִמים, ַהְמֵצא מנּוָחה נכֹוָנה ּתַ ָמֵלא ַרֲחִמים, ׁשֹוֵכן ּבַ ֵאל 

Some congregations recite the following for those who have 
given their lives in defense of the State of Israel.

יַע  ים טהֹוִרים וִגּבֹוִרים, ּכֽזַֹהר ָהָר ִכיָנה, ּבַמֲעלֹות קדֹוׁשִ ְנֵפי ַהׁשּ ּכַ  
ֶרת  ֽ ְחּתֶ ּמַ ָרֵאל, ּבַ ְלֲחמּו ּבכל ַמַעְרכֹות ִיׂשְ ּנִ ים ׁשֶ מֹות ַהּקדֹוׁשִ ַמְזִהיִרים, לִנׁשְ
ת  ַ ם ַעל קֻדׁשּ ם ּוָמסרּו ַנְפׁשָ פלּו ּבִמְלַחְמּתָ ּנָ ָרֵאל, וׁשֶ ּוִבְצָבא ַהֲהָגָנה לִיׂשְ
ה ִיּתנּו צָדָקה ּבַעד  דֹוׁש ַהּזֶ ָהל ַהּקָ ּכל ַהּקָ ֲעבּור ׁשֶ ֶרץ, ּבַ ם, ָהָעם וָהָאֽ ֵ ַהׁשּ
ֶתר ּכָנָפיו לעֹוָלִמים,  יֵרם ּבֵסֽ ַעל ָהַרֲחִמים ַיְסּתִ ֽ מֹוֵתיֶהם. ָלֵכן, ּבַ ַרת ִנׁשְ ַהְזּכָ
ֶדן ּתֵהא  מֹוֵתיֶהם, יהוה הּוא ַנֲחָלָתם, ּבַגן ֵעֽ ים ֶאת ִנׁשְ ְצרֹור ַהַחּיִ וִיְצרֹר ּבִ
ָרֵאל זכּוָתם,  ּכבֹוֵתיֶהם וַתֲעמֹד לכל ִיׂשְ לֹום ַעל ִמׁשְ מנּוָחָתם, וָיֽנּוחּו בׁשָ

ִמין, ונֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ם לֵקץ ַהּיָ ָ וַיַעְמדּו לגֹוָר
The service continues on page   .

to to KiddushKiddush  HashemHashem with the actual  with the actual Kid-Kid-
dushdush  HashemHashem of those martyrs. The bond  of those martyrs. The bond 
with all of the martyrs is a connection that with all of the martyrs is a connection that 

precipitates blessing, for through this con-precipitates blessing, for through this con-
nection their sanctity and purity will guard us nection their sanctity and purity will guard us 
((Netivot ShalomNetivot Shalom).).

ים ּוְטהֹוִרים  The holy and pure ones.  The holy and pure ones. There There –– קדֹוׁשִ
is particular significance to perpetuating the is particular significance to perpetuating the 
memory of the martyrs of the Holocaust, just memory of the martyrs of the Holocaust, just 
as our sages instituted the as our sages instituted the Av haRaĥamimAv haRaĥamim  
for each Shabbat, and just as we recite for each Shabbat, and just as we recite 

YizkorYizkor on behalf of those slaughtered for the  on behalf of those slaughtered for the 
sanctification of God’s name. The purpose is sanctification of God’s name. The purpose is 
to connect with them, and to be included to connect with them, and to be included 
together with them in the category of sacred together with them in the category of sacred 
Israel, thereby associating our commitment Israel, thereby associating our commitment 
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