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Good Shabbos, everyone. 
 
Thank you to the drasha sponsors: 

• Yossi and Devorah Klein, in commemoration of the shloshim of Yossi’s father, Mich Klein. 
May his neshama have an aliya. 

• Shimon and Hana Millrod, in memory of Shimon's mother, Sylvia Millrod, Shayna Tzivia 
bas Abba Yosef, whose yahrtzeit is on the 4th of Av. May her neshama have an aliya. 

May the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul with bracha, hatzlacha, and good health. 
 
I recently began a new podcast series for the Ben Hametzarim period, the three weeks.  I will be 
exploring three drashos given in the Warsaw Ghetto by the  Piaseczna Rav and three teshuvos to 
halachic queries in the Kovna Ghetto by Rav Ephraim Oshry. Please look at the shul emails for 
more information. 
 
After 40 years of wandering through the wilderness, Bnei Yisrael finally arrived at Arvos Moav.  
The Promised Land of Eretz Yisrael is so close; they can see it and can almost touch it.  Indeed, 
most of Parshas Masei is devoted to describing what awaits them on the other side of the Jordan 
River.  This is the final stage of the promised redemption from Egypt—והבאתי אתכם אל הארץ . The  
Jews will finally be given their own land—the Land of Israel.  We would think that the focus of the 
Torah should now be exclusively on what lies ahead and what is in store for the Jewish people. 

 
Yet, as Klal Yisrael is looking forward to settling the land of Israel, Parshas Masei opens with a 
significant look backward, reflecting on where they had been: 

ן:במדבר פרק לג  ה ְוַאֲהֹרֽ ם ְּבַיד־ֹמֶׁש֖ ִים ְלִצְבֹאָת֑ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֖ ר ָיְצ֛אּו ֵמֶא֥ ל ֲאֶׁש֥ י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ י ְבֵנֽ ֶּלה ַמְסֵע֣  (א) ֵא֜
“These are the journeys of the Children of Israel who went forth out of the land of Egypt," followed 
by a detailed listing the places they stopped in the wilderness  
 
What is the point of this travelogue? Why look back now and list many places that seem to lack any 
real significance, some even recalling troubling episodes?  We can understand why the places where 
major events took place are mentioned.  But why list all the stops?   
 
To begin answering these questions, let's consider for a moment what it would mean if the list of 42 
stops were not included, and if all those years had been covered by a single pasuk  that read: “They 
left Egypt, went to Har Sinai, and 40 years later they arrived at the border of Israel..."  The message 
would have been that all those years of traveling in the desert were a black hole; they had no value; 
there is no point in  even  contemplating those years. It would thus be designated a period of 
wandering without direction or destination, of killing time until the older generation died out. All 
the personal and national trials and tribulations, the challenges and successes, the lessons learned, 
and happy occasions celebrated, would be just a blur in their history.  Better forgotten than 
remembered…time to move on… 

  
By remembering the 42 travels, the Torah is teaching the Jewish people a critical life lesson—that 
all experiences are significant.  Every  minute of life is significant.  And before moving forward, it 
is important to take time to look back; to reflect and learn… 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his introduction to Chanoch Teller’s book Heroic Children, about 
survivors of the Holocaust, writes: “We cannot change the past; but by remembering it, we can 
change the future.”  The same was true of the Jewish people and their journey in the desert.  
 
Naming the places you have been turns events into milestones and transforms wandering into a 
journey.  Naming those places and thinking about where you have been helps you learn from the 
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past.  In terms of our national history, we would probably like to forget about much of it--the 
pogroms, the exiles, the genocide and humiliation that have followed us for thousands of years.  
 
But we must not forget our history. The value of arriving at certain more significant stops, like Har 
Sinai along the way, may have been more obviously life changing, but that does not diminish the 
significance of the other stops.   
 
Indeed, the Torah itself simply names most of the places where the Jews traveled, giving no 
indication of their significance. As if to teach us that even if the significance is not apparent or 
fully understood, or easily articulated at the time, it is worth noting. 
 
The pasuk  states that Moshe wrote down their journeys according to the word of God.  

ם במדבר פרק לג  ם ְלַמְסֵעיֶה֖ ה ֶאת־מֹוָצֵאיֶה֛ ב ֹמֶׁש֜ י ה'ב) ַוִּיְכֹּת֨  ...ַעל־ִּפ֣
Hashem wanted Moshe to write down the journeys.  The lesson for us is that, if we can at least 
record and remember the milestones during our own life’s journey, as individuals and as a nation, 
then we turn hardships and struggles to life lessons and opportunities for  growth.  We declare that 
they are of lasting value, that they helped transform us along the way. 
  
It is a statement that there was not only real significance in the destination, but there was 
significance in the journey as well; in all the lessons learned along the way. 
 
But, although Moshe Rabbeinu wrote everything down at the end, the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh 
suggests  that he  also wrote down each step as they were traveling.  He deduces from the words  
 that, even before Hashem told Moshe to write  them down, Moshe, on his own, had ויכתוב משה
recorded  each place, as they traveled. 

 אור החיים במדבר פרק לג פסוק ב (פרשת מסעי)
התורה   (ב) ויכתוב משה את מוצאיהם וגו'. צריך לדעת מה מודיענו הכתוב במאמר זה, אם לומר שמשה כתבם הלא כל

ונראה שהכתוב נתכוון להודיענו סדר כתיבת המסעות שלא נכתבו  ...משה כתבה והמסעות הכתובים בתורה מכלל התורה
ביום אחד אלא על זה הסדר שהתחיל משה לכתוב בפנקסו במצות המלך מיום שיצאו ממצרים על זה הדרך יום שיצאו  

ים הבאים כאחד הכתובים לפנינו עד תיבת שפטים, וכשחנו ממצרים כתב פסוק ויסעו בני ישראל מרעמסס וגו' ב' כתוב
בסוכות כתב פסוק ויסעו וגו' ויחנו בסוכות, וכשנסעו מסוכות כתב ויסעו מסוכות, וכשחנו באיתם כתב ויחנו באיתם, וכן על 

ו כתובים  זה הדרך היה כותב כל מסע בזמנו עד שהגיעו לערבות מואב, ואחר כך אמר ה' אליו שיסדרם בתורה כדרך שהי
 ...אצלו

They were not written on one day, but as they travelled, Moshe wrote down where they had been… 
 
This teaches us that, as we go through life, we should also be mindful of where we are and the 
lessons that we learn along the way…  We should not wait until some day in the distant future  to 
reflect and learn the lessons.   
 
The  Piaseczna Rebbe, Rav Kalonymus Kalman Shapira, the Rav of the Warsaw Ghetto, drew on 
these pesukim in his drasha  on  July 26, 1941. He cited the 42 journeys of the Jews in the desert to 
give his chassidim hope during a very dark time.   He referred to the hardships they were enduring 
as the birth pangs of Mashiach, which would purify the sins of the Jewish people before the long 
awaited redemption. 

נא גם למצבנו הקטן ענין חבלי משיח, פשוט הוא למרק את הענונות קודם התגלות הזאת של באית  עוד אפשר, כי נבין 
 משיח... 

It is also possible that we also understand our small scale situation as a matter of chevlei mashiach, 
to purify us from our sins before the great revelation of the coming of the Mashiach... 
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He then commented on an idea from the Rishonim--the Torah  refers to the journeys in two ways: 
 journeys from מסעיהם למוצאיהם origins, or starting points of their journeys, and מוצאיהם למסעיהם
origins… 

ה  :במדבר פרק לג פסוק ב (פרשת מסעי) ב ֹמֶׁש֜ םַוִּיְכֹּת֨ ם ְלַמְסֵעיֶה֖ י  ֶאת־מֹוָצֵאיֶה֛ ם:  ה'ַעל־ִּפ֣ ם ְלמֹוָצֵאיֶהֽ ֶּלה ַמְסֵעיֶה֖  ְוֵא֥
 
The Piaseczner explains the word מוצאיהם as “revealing the light of Hashem”—or “bring out 
Hashem’s message”…based on the understanding that each journey brought an important spiritual 
lesson and message of Hashem to the Jewish people and the world. 

כל הצרות אלו מיני חבלים היו לגלות אור ד' מוצאיהם למסעיהם ע"פ ד', כי  . . .איהם למסעיהם וזה ויכתוב משה את מוצ
, רק זה החילוק  היו מוצאיהם ע"פ ד' להוציא את מלכות שמיםמלכות פה כמ"ש בפתח אליוה והמסעות והקרנו וכו' 

שהוא להוציא את פי ד' ע"י  ויכתוב משה, בשעה שכתב אחרי המסעות והצרות כבר ראו מוצאיהם למסעיהם ע"פ ד'
המסעות, ואלה מסעיהם למוצאיהם, אבל בשעה שהיו המסעות והצרות היו המסעות מקודם ואח"כ המוצאות, כי בשעת  

 המסעות הרגישו רק הצרות...
And Moshe wrote down their מוצאיהם for their journeys, . . .all these troubles are instruments to 
reveal the light of Hashem, their מוצאים for their journeys, according to Hashem, because the 
Kingdom of Hashem was expressed in each of their journeys.  After the journeys and the hardships, 
the people saw Hashem’s Hand in their lives…they saw how the journey led them to spiritual 
growth and advancement מוצאיהם למסעיהם, but while they were on the journey, they could not see 
how it brought about the will of Hashem, only the suffering was evident it was מסעיהם למוצאיהם. 
 
The Piacezner’s message was clear—that all journeys, even the challenging ones, are instruments 
through which Hashem reveals Himself in this world…even if—in the moment--we do not 
understand how.  At the end, we will see and understand how they were significant and brought 
about the Glory of Hashem, as the Jews saw as they stood at Arvos Moav, ready to enter Eretz 
Yisrael. 
 
The Tzror HaMor, Rabbi Avraham Sabba (1440-1508), who was part of the expulsion of the Jews 
from Spain in 1492 and escaped to Portugal, expressed similar thoughts in his commentary… 
אלה מסעי. ויכתוב משה את מוצאיהם למסעיהם על פי ה'. הנה כתיבת אלו המסעות נראה שהיו מיותרות. עד שאמרו שהוא 

חסדיו של מקום שלא היו נעים ונדים. שהרי בארבעים שנה לא הלכו אלא מ"ב מסעות. ועוד להודיע החסד הגדול   להודיע
שעשה עמהם להפליא. שספק צרכיהם במדבר בארץ לא זרועה. ותאנה וגפן ורמון ומים אין. וכ"ז בהיותם בארץ רחוקה מן  

 היישוב. וה' המטיר להם לחם מן השמים.  
And Moshe wrote down their origins for their journeys according to God. Writing these journeys 
seem to have been unnecessary. It is to express the mercy of Hashem, that the Jews did not wander 
aimlessly in the desert. In forty years there were no more than 42 journeys. Also, to announce the 
great kindness that Hashem has done with them miraculously.  He supplied their needs in the desert 
in an unfertile land. And Hashem supplied them with bread from heaven.  
 

בגאולה העתידה. ובענין הצרות העוברות וכן נראה שנכתבו בכאן אלו המסעות בשם ה'. להשרישנו שרש ובטחון גדול 
עלינו. ולחזק ידים רפות. לפי שהשם צופה ומביט עד סוף כל הדורות וראה הגליות שיעברו עלינו. ובפרט הגלות הרביעי  

החזק. וכתב אלו המסעות להבטיחנו בטחון גדול וחזק. כי אף על פי שנעבור צרות רבות ורעות. השם יחיינו ויוציאנו  
כמו שעשה ביציאת מצרים שהיו מעונים זה כמה שנים בעבודת פרך. והשם שלח להם מושיעים להצילם  מגלותינו. 

אבל הרמז בזה כי כמו  . . מצרותם. ולכן התחיל ואמר אלה מסעי בני ישראל אשר יצאו מארץ מצרים ביד משה ואהרן. 
שישראל אף על פי שלא היו ראויים לצאת ממצרים לפי מעשיהם. נגאלו ביד משה ואהרן ובזכותם. כן יהיה בגאולות  

ואנו בטוחים בה' שיוציאנו מגלותינו ומדלותינו כמו שהוציא לאבותינו  ...העתידות שישלח להם מושיע ורב להושיעם. 
 וכל זה מצד רחמיו:  ממצרים. אף על פי שלא נהיה ראויים

And also. . . to instill in us the foundation of faith in the future redemption, in light of the terrible  
suffering that we are going through, to strengthen our weak  hands. We know that Hashem sees 
everything that is happening to us, and the many journeys of the Jewish people in their exile 
strengthens our faith, that even though we are going through terrible times, Hashem will keep us 
alive and rescue us.  The same way He did with yetzias Mitzrayim……Hashem sent them their 
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leaders, and He will send us our leaders, to redeem us, and save us from our troubles, even if we 
are not worthy…of  his mercy... 
 
It is interesting to note that Parshas Masei is always read during the three weeks…as if to teach us 
that the difficult journeys of the Jewish people in their exile in the midbar…as they journeyed to 
Eretz  Yisrael are meant to give is hope and faith in our difficult journey of galus.  In fact, the 
Sforno writes that Hashem wanted these journeys to be written down to show the great zechus the 
Jewish people had—traveling from place to place—with great faith…to inspire future generations… 

רצה האל יתברך שיכתבו מסעי ישראל להודיע זכותם בלכתם אחריו במדבר כארץ  אלה מסעי (ל במדבר ל״ג:א׳ספורנו ע
 :לא זרועה באופן שהיו ראוים להכנס לארץ

These are the journeys that God wanted to have written, the journeys of Israel to announce their 
great merit in their willingness to follow Him in the desert as an barren land in such a way that they 
would have been worthy of entering the land 
 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe, zt”l, notes that the Torah refers to these 42 journeys in the desert as all 
part of their leaving Egypt.  אלה מסעי בני ישראל אשר יצאו מארץ מצרים  He raises the obvious difficulty: 
once they completed the first of the 42 journeys—weren’t they already out of Egypt?  Why consider  
all 42 journeys as part of leaving Egypt? 
 
His answer is that leaving Egypt was not only about physically leaving the geographical place 
called Egypt.  The Jews needed to mentally remove Egypt from within themselves as well—the 
culture, the ethics, the corrupt moral codes, the polytheistic beliefs.  Until that was done, they were 
still, to some extent, living in Egypt; Egypt was still part of them wherever they went.  
 
That is why they were able, mere weeks after the revelation, to worship a golden calf.  That is why 
they were filled with doubt about conquering the land of Israel.  That is why they cried about petty 
things and doubted their leadership, their God, and one another in the desert. 
 
They brought Egypt along with them to the desert. 
 
And similarly, their final destination was not only the land of Israel, geographically.  Their goal was 
to arrive there as a unified nation, full of faith, who would be able to connect to the special land that 
is Israel and to thrive  there.   Israel is not simply a land one conquers; it is much deeper than that.  
It  is the Land that God favors and watches, and a land with certain spiritual expectations.  Until 
they had internalized the message of Israel, they could not truly reach their destination. 
 
The 42 journeys in the Midbar were about making that happen—building them up as a unified 
nation of faith—who would be able to leave Egypt, or more precisely, have Egypt leave them, and 
enter Israel, or more precisely, have Israel become part of who they are.  The Magen Avraham 
cites the Tzror Hamor as the source for  reading all  42 journeys in one aliya—to show that they 
were all part of one process—leaving Mitzrayim and entering Eretz Yisrael.  All of life adds up to 
one goal—מרבה כבוד שמים All of our galus experience serves  to bring about our ultimate geula, 
as well—to lead us to the Promised  Land again.   
 
As we begin the nine days…and we reflect on the long road, and many journeys  of our galus, the 
thousands of years of suffering…may we take comfort in the fact  that the Jewish people continue  
to follow Hashem…and proudly journey onward…and place our faith in Hashem and  that, in His 
Master Plan, He will soon send us Mashiach…bimhera viyamenu…amen. 
 
 

https://d.docs.live.net/Sforno_on_Numbers.33.1

