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Good Shabbos, everyone. 
 
Thank you to Cheryl Mitnick who is sponsoring this drasha in memory of those who died in the 
tragic events of 9/11.  May HaKadosh Baruch Hu rid the world of evil and bring us the days of 
Mashiach.  May Cheryl be rewarded for her support of the shul with bracha, hatzlacha, and 
good health. 
 
I want to invite everyone to a special event we are hosting on Sunday evening with HaRav 
Ahron Lopiansky, Rosh Yeshiva of the Yeshiva of Greater Washington.  I will be moderating a 
conversation with him about teshuva and tefilla.  Mincha will be at 6:45, followed by the event, 
and maariv afterward.  Please join us for an enlightening and uplifting evening! 
 
During Elul, we blow the shofar in shul every weekday morning to awaken us to the approaching 
Rosh Hashana, the Yom Hadin, the Day of Judgment.  During these days, we are inevitably, and 
properly, focused on ourselves and our actions—reflecting on the past year and contemplating 
the year to come.  But there is also a very noticeable focus on the concept of a tzibur, 
community, during these “Days of Awe.”  In fact, the tekios of Elul are only blown in the context 
of a tzibbur, and the tefillos and the Vidui of the Yamim Noraim are in the plural.  These practices 
stress that we must never forget our connection to each other and to our community.  Why is 
there a focus on community during these “Days of Awe” when each of us is judged as an 
individual? 
 
Parshas Ki Setzei, which contains numerous mitzvos that highlight our responsibility to others, 
gives us insight into this question.  One such example is the mitzvah of hashavas aveida--the 
obligation to return lost objects. 

 בם לאחיך: (א) לא תראה את שור אחיך או את שיו נדחים והתעלמת מהם השב תשי
 
The Sefer Hachinuch explains the reason for hashavas aveida as follows: 

 :ספר החינוך מצוה תקלח ד"ה שורש מצוה
שורש מצוה זו ידוע, כי יש בזה תועלת הכל וישוב המדינה. שהשכחה בכל היא מצויה, גם בהמתם וכל חייתם בורחים  

עמנו יהיו נשמרות הבהמות והכלים בכל מקום שיהיו בארצנו הקדושה כאילו ועם המצוה הזאת שהיא ב תמיד הנה והנה,
 וכל פקודי ה' ישרים משמחי לב.  הן תחת יד הבעלים, 

 
The Torah envisions building a society where everyone feels like the land is their home, where 
every citizen is like a member of an extended family.  In that environment, everyone’s 
belongings are safe wherever they may end up.  Everyone knows that their property is under the 
watchful control and protection of someone who cares.  If you leave your wallet in your brother 
or sister’s house, you fully expect to get it back with all of its contents intact. 
 
This mitzva offers a perspective on communal responsibility—where people are so invested in 
each other that “your loss is my loss—your challenge is my challenge.”  Returning a lost object, 
helping others in need, is the far-reaching extension of the Torah’s golden rule “do unto others as 
you would want done to yourself.” 

 
Traditionally, the first perek of Mishna taught in school is Perek Elu Metzios--the halachos of 
lost objects.  I once heard that when many American  rabbis wanted to change to a topic that was 
more relatable, like Brachos, the Posek HaDor, Rav Moshe Feinstein, insisted that the minhag 
be continued.  He said that there is a reason that our mesorah chose this Perek.  I would like to 
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suggest that starting with Elu Metzios helps assure  that children know and appreciate, from the 
beginning, that they are part of a larger community.  And being part of a community comes with 
the responsibility of looking out for others and has the benefit of teaching  that someone is 
looking out for you.  This is true with small things, like lost objects, and larger things,  like doing 
your part to be a link in the chain of tradition, and trying to leave your mark on the world; 
leaving it a little better than you found find it. 
 
Similarly, the Ramchal in his introduction to Mesilas Yesharim explains that the ideal character 
is expressed by midos which bring about two desired effects--strengthening Torah values and 
unifying the community. 

ההליכה בדרכיו כולל כל ענין יושר המדות ותקונם.. . . כל ההולך אל תכלית ההטבה :ספר מסילת ישרים הקדמה
 האמיתית, דהיינו, שתולדתה חזוק התורה ותקון אחוות המדינות.

The Torah is reminding us that we must always remember that, as part of the Jewish people, our 
lives are not just about personal survival and accomplishment, but also about our place in the 
larger community.  We must always bind our personal fate to the community’s fate.  When we 
are fighting for survival in the here and now, we may lose sight of the deeper, more lasting, 
reason for our lives.  Ultimately, what we are living for, and what we are fighting for, is the 
survival and continuity of the Jewish people. 
 
In our daily lives and daily routines, there is so much we need to do and think about to survive 
and thrive that we may lose sight of this. This is especially true during Chodesh Elul, leading 
towards the Yamim Noraim.  In the month of Elul, we tend to become even more focused than 
usual on ourselves. We are consumed with questions of our fate, dealing with existential 
questions.   
 
As we say in the Yamim Noaraim davening: 

 מי יחיה ומי ימות, מי ישלב ומי יתיסר, מי יעני ומי יעשר 
Who will live and who will die? 
Who will have good health, and who will suffer?   
Who will have wealth and who will struggle financially? 
 
One well-known acronym associated with Elul is focused on oneself and one’s relationship with 
Hashem. 

  ילדודי  ו דודי לני א
 
But a second acronym associated with Elul is focused on our relationship with others:    

 אביונים למתנות  ורעהו ל ישא 
This pasuk from Megilas Esther serves as the basis for the Rabbinic commandment to celebrate 
our salvation on Purim by reaching out to others in two ways.  Shalach manos are intended to 
foster and strengthen friendships, and matanos l’evyonim are intended to make sure that even the 
least fortunate among us can properly celebrate the holiday, highlighting that we must never 
forget our connection to each other and to our community. 
 
But focusing on our responsibility to the community isn’t just an afterthought or an extra—it is 
central and fundamental to the avoda of Rosh Hashana, accepting Hashem as our King. 
 
The Medrash Yalkut Shimoni writes the following regarding Jewish unity as the basis for 
Hashem functioning as our  King: 
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 ילקוט שמעוני תורה פרשת וזאת הברכה רמז תתקנג 
[לג, ה], כשישראל שוין בעצה אחת מלמטה שמו הגדול משתבח מלמעלה שנאמר ויהי בישורון מלך,  ויהי בישורון מלך

אימתי בהתאסף ראשי עם יחד שבטי ישראל (אין ואסיפה אלא ראשי עם שנאמר ויאמר ה' אל משה אספה לי),,יחד  
ר הבונה בשמים מעלותיו  שבטי ישראל כשהם עשויין אגודה אחת ולא כשהם עשויין אגודות אגודות, וכן הוא אומ

רבי שמעון בן יוחאי אומר משל לאדם שהביא שתי ספינות וקשרן בהוגנין ובעשתות והעמידן  ואגודתו על ארץ יסדה, 
על גביהן ובנה עליהם פלטרין, כל זמן שהספינות קשורות פלטרין קיימין פרשו הספינות אין פלטרין קיימין, כך 

 ,  תו על ארץ יסדהכשישראל עושין רצונו של מקום ואגוד
He will be a King of Yeshurun together, the tribes of Israel" — when they constitute one unit, 
and not when they are divided into many factions, as it is written (Amos 9:6) "Who builds His 
heights in the heavens and His bond on earth endures." — R. Shimon b. Yochai says: This is 
analogous to one's bringing two ships, connecting them with braces and bars, and building 
stately edifices upon them. So long as the ships are bound, the edifices endure; once the ships 
separate, the edifices no longer endure. So, with Israel: When they are unified in doing the will 
of the Lord, their heights are in the heavens and His bond on earth endures 

 
After citing this medrash, Rav Wolbe writes in Alei Shor, שור ח"ב עמ' תל"א  עלי ,  : 
הרי אין מלך בלא עם, ואין עם בלי אחדות, ואי אפשר לגשת ל"יום מלכנו" כשיש פירוד לבבות בינינו. זה מטיל עלינו 
חיוב נורא להתחזק באהבת הבריות ורדיפת שלום לקראת יום הדין....הרי מידות טובות אינן רק פתח תקוה בשיבלנו 

ים לא תתכן בלעדיהן. הרי הרח כפול להתאמץ בחדש אלאול להתנהג בכל מידה טובה  לזכות בדין גם קבלת מלכות שמ
ולרחק הכעס והקפידא השנאה והקנאה בתכלית הריחוק ומן הראוי שנקבל על עצמנו לפני תפילת שחרית אהבת  

 הבריות ולהיות מעבירים ל מידותינו.
After all, there is no king without a nation, and there is no nation without unity, and it is 
impossible to approach the “day of our king” (Rosh Hashana) when there is a separation of 
hearts between us. This imposes on us a charge to strengthen our love of mankind and the 
pursuit of peace ahead of the Day of Judgment…. After all, good virtues are not only an opening 
of hope in our capacity to be judged, it is impossible to accept the kingdom of heaven without 
them. After all, it is crucial to make every effort in the new Elul to behave with every good 
measure and to keep away the anger and the hatred and jealousy and it is appropriate that we 
take upon ourselves before the morning prayer the love of mankind. 
 
Every Elul, a sign hung on the door of the famed Kelm Yeshiva.    It read: 

כי אחדות העבדים הוא קיום המלכות. על כן, חובה תלויה המודעה הבאה בכל חודש אלול: "ל דלת ישיבת קלם היתה ע
עלינו קודם יום הדין הבא עלינו לקבל על עצמנו לעסוק בכל השנה במצוות עשה של 'ואהבת לרעך כמוך' ובזה יהיה  

לכויות, ובזה יבוא זכרוננו לפניו אחדות בין עבדי ה' יתברך ויעלה יפה בידינו מלכויות, שנכוון עיקר קיום תקפו של מ
 .לטובה

“…The existence of a kingdom depends on the unity of subjects. Therefore, it is our duty before 
the next Day of Judgment that we must accept upon ourselves throughout the next year the 
commandments of 'Love your neighbor as yourself', and through this, there will be unity among 
the servants of the Lord, and we will thus coronate Hashem as King, and He will remember us 
for good. 
 
Returning to hashavas aveida, this mitzvah reminds us that we must always remember that we 
are part of something much larger than ourselves—the larger Jewish community.  And that 
carries much responsibility, but it also creates a different reality in our relationship with Hashem. 
 
I once heard from someone who posed a question to Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the late Rosh 
Yeshiva of the Mir Yeshiva, “what should we be thinking about during our tefillos?”   
His answer was two simple words “someone else.” 
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While this sounds difficult, one phrase in the parsha of hashavas aveida helps shed some light 
on Hashem’s expectation of us. 

ד מִ :דברים פרק כב י� ֲאֶׁשר־ּתֹאַב֥ ת ָאִח֛ ה ְלָכל־ֲאֵבַד֥ ן ַּתֲעֶׂש֗ ן ַּתֲעֶׂש֘ה ְלִׂשְמָלתֹ֒ו ְוֵכ֣ ה ַלֲחֹמ֗רֹו ְוֵכ֣ ן ַּתֲעֶׂש֣ ּה (ג) ְוֵכ֧ ּנּו ּוְמָצאָת֑ א ֶּמ֖ ֹ֥ ל
ם: ס  תּוַכ֖ל ְלִהְתַעֵּלֽ

 …you cannot ignore ,לא תוכל להתעלם  
 
The pasuk could have conveyed this thought by saying  לא תתעלם, or אסור להתעלם--do not ignore 
or it is prohibited to ignore… 
 
Instead, it says “לא תוכל”—you cannot ignore… 

 . . .לא תוכל להתעלם שצריך להיות שלא יוכל לסבול ולהתעלם  :שפת אמת דברים פרשת כי תצא
 
The Sefas Emes writes that our connection to each other must be so deeply ingrained in us that 
we cannot ignore it.  That when we see someone else’s object, our natural instinct will be to 
watch it.  That when we see someone in need, our natural instinct will be to help. 
 
There is a beautiful story about Rav Avrohom Pam, the former Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaas.   
One of his children once found a $5 bill and she asked him whether she could keep it.  Rabbi 
Pam told her to wait one day before considering it hers.  He asked her, “How can we enjoy 
something special when there is someone out there who is upset and broken-hearted about losing 
that $5 bill?" 
  
Thus, the mitzvah of hashavas aveida becomes a mandate to make sure that we think about 
others—always!  That we accept responsibility for others.  That we see it as our sacred duty as 
members of the community.  It is about including others in our sense of self, expanding our 
identity to include others.  Seeing ourselves as responsible for other people, and not just 
ourselves. 
 
People often approach me with ideas or suggests to improve the shul or community--as if the 
shul and community are entities that are separate from them.  They’ll say “the shul” or "the 
community” needs to do this or that.  I gently remind them that they are “the shul” and they are 
“the community.”  And if they want to see change, they must commit to be a part of the change. 
They must take responsibility for building their community.   
 
Each of us must take responsibility for our role within our own community. 
 
We all must ask ourselves during this Elul:  Am I doing enough for others?  Is there more I can 
do?  Do I really see myself as a member of Klal Yisrael? 
 
In this month of Elul, we must think of all those whose day we can brighten with our compassion 
and warmth.  May we spend the rest of this month strengthening our connection to one another 
and to our community, and may we soon see the day when the entire Jewish community will 
stand together as an אגודה אחת, serving Hashem in a rebuilt Beis Hamikdash, bimhera viyamenu, 
amen. 
 
 
 


