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Good Shabbos, everyone. 
 
Thank you to the drasha sponsors: 

• Mark and Ilana Hettleman and Jeff and Leslie Siverberg, in memory of Mark and Leslie’s 
father, Eugene Hettleman, whose yahrtzeit is the 23rd of Elul.  May his neshama have an 
aliya. 

• Rabbi Elchonon and Feiga Oberstein, in honor of the birth of Tiferet Rivka Oberstein, 
daughter of Yossi and Shevy Oberstein.  Mazel Tov! May they be zoche   לגדלה לתורה
 !לחופה ולמעשים טובים 

May all the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul with bracha, hatzlacah, and good 
health. 
 
I want to invite everyone to the first Selichos tonight in the main shul at 1:00, led by Rabbi 
Yaacov Cohen.  I hope to see you there…as we begin the Yamim Noraim season together.    
Also, Baruch Hashem, seats have sold very quickly.  If you would still like a seat--please get 
your reservations into the office as soon as possible.   
 
As we get excited for the first days of the new year ahead, we read about the Mitzva of Bikkurim, 
the first fruits of the new crops.  

 אשר ה' אלקיך נתן לך נחלה וירשתה וישבת בה:  והיה כי תבוא אל הארץ (א)  
) ולקחת מראשית כל פרי האדמה אשר תביא מארצך אשר ה' אלקיך נתן לך ושמת בטנא והלכת אל המקום אשר (ב

 יבחר הק אלקיך לשכן שמו שם:
When you enter the Land that Hashem your G-d gives you as an inheritance, and settle it. You 
shall take the first of every fruit of the ground . . .put it in a basket and take  it to the location 
which G-d has chosen as his dwelling place—that is, , the Beis Hamikdash  in Yerushalayim. 

 
The first fruits of the shivas haminim, the seven species for which the Land of Israel is praised, 
were transported with great pomp and circumstance to Yerushalayim, and there they were taken 
by the Kohanim to the Beis Hamikdash.   
 
The Mishnayos in the third Perek of Maseches Bikkurim describe the very dramatic scene  

 משנה מסכת ביכורים פרק ג 
 משנה ב

כיצד מעלין את הבכורים כל העיירות שבמעמד מתכנסות לעיר של מעמד ולנין ברחובה של עיר ולא היו נכנסין [*] 
 : היה הממונה אומר קומו ונעלה ציון אל בית ה' אלהינולבתים ולמשכים 

How were the bikkurim taken up [to Jerusalem]? All [the inhabitants of] the cities of the 
maamad would assemble in the city of the maamad, and they would spend the night in the town 
square and they would not enter any of the houses. Early in the morning the officer would say: 
“Let us arise and go up to Zion, into the house of the Lord our God” (Jeremiah 31:5). 

 משנה ג
הקרובים מביאים התאנים והענבים והרחוקים מביאים גרוגרות וצמוקים והשור הולך לפניהם וקרניו מצופות זהב [*] 

קרוב לירושלם שלחו לפניהם ועטרו את  החליל מכה לפניהם עד שמגיעים קרוב לירושלם הגיעול זית בראשו ועטרת ש
בכוריהם הפחות הסגנים והגזברים יוצאים לקראתם לפי כבוד הנכנסים היו יוצאים וכל בעלי אומניות שבירושלם  

 עומדים לפניהם ושואלין בשלומם אחינו אנשי המקום פלוני באתם לשלום: 
Those who lived near [Jerusalem] would bring fresh figs and grapes, while those who lived far 
away would bring dried figs and raisins. An ox would go in front of them, its horns bedecked 
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with gold and with an olive-crown on its head. The flute would play before them until they draw 
close to Jerusalem. When they drew close to Jerusalem, they would send messengers in advance, 
and they would adorn their bikkurim. The governors and chiefs and treasurers [of the Temple] 
would go out to greet them, and according to the rank of the entrants they would go forth. All the 
skilled artisans of Jerusalem would stand up before them and greet them saying, “Our brothers, 
men of such and such a place, we welcome you in peace.” 

 משנה ד
הבית אפילו אגריפס המלך נוטל הסל על כתפו ונכנס עד  הגיעו להר  החליל מכה לפניהם עד שמגיעין להר הבית[*] 

 שמגיע לעזרה הגיע לעזרה ודברו הלוים בשיר ארוממך ה' כי דליתני ולא שמחת אויבי לי (תהלים ל):
The flute would play before them, until they reached the Temple Mount. When they reached the 
Temple Mount, even King Agrippas would take the basket and place it on his shoulder and walk 
as far as the Temple Court. When he got to the Temple Court, the Levites would sing the song: “I 
will extol You, O Lord, for You have raised me up, and You have not let my enemies rejoice over 
me” (Psalms 30:2). 
 
Imagine the scene: Dignitaries and kings would welcome the farmers!  The shopkeepers of 
Yerushalayim would close their stores so that they could greet the farmers bringing bikkurim.  
There was music…and major fanfare. What a scene…What a spectacle!  What excitement! 
 
But if you stop to think—why was there so much excitement for this particular Mitzva? 
 
And why the first fruit?  We would understand bringing the best fruit. We would understand 
bringing the largest fruit, or large quantities of fruit—but the fruit in Bikkurim was distinctive 
only because it was the first fruit.   

 משנה מסכת פאה פרק א משנה א 
 אלו דברים שאין להם שיעור הפאה והבכורים והראיון וגמילות חסדים ותלמוד תורה 

The Mishna teaches that there was no minimum amount that needed to be brought. 
 
Imagine the scene—dancing and singing for someone bringing one little fig—just because it was 
the first.   
 
As we approach Rosh Hashana, the beginning of the new year, there are many important lessons 
we can learn from the mitzva of Bikkurim—and I would like to focus on  one of them this 
morning. 
 
The Torah is teaching us to celebrate the beginnings of any endeavor, with an eye to the future, 
keeping in mind the great potential that lies ahead. 
 
The Torah is telling us that no matter how small, our effort with God’s help, can create a strong 
beginning which can form the foundation of a grand future. 
 
Through Mitzvas Bikkurim, the Torah is teaching us to celebrate potential…to see the future in 
the present. 
 
We should recognize and celebrate that one little fig is, hopefully, the beginning of an abundant 
crop of figs, and that crop will help feed a town. 
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This explains the declaration they would make along with the Bikkurim…to take a moment to 
appreciate Jewish history…from humble and small beginnings to the miraculous and significant 
present, and our glorious future. 
 

 ארמי אובד אבי...ויהי שם לגוי גדול
If we go back in our history—Yaakov was one man on the run…alone--like this one fig 
 
But there was so much potential…and through his effort and his emunah, and with God’s help—
he grew and became 70 people who went down to Egypt. 
 
With their steadfast belief and God’s help—the 70 became 600,000. 
With God’s help, the 600,000 became millions. 
 
We and the other millions of Jews throughout the world today are their descendants.  Though we 
have been persecuted and targeted, we are still here, making great contributions to the world, 
disproportionate with our relative size. 
 
With God’s help, we will continue to survive and thrive . . .  

ׁש:( דברים פרק כו ב ּוְדָבֽ ת ָחָל֖ ֶרץ ָזַב֥ את ֶא֛ ֹ֔ ֶרץ ַהּז נּ֙ו ֶאת־ָהָא֣ נּו ֶאל־ַהָּמ֣קֹום ַהֶּז֑ה ַוִּיֶּתן־ָל֨  ט) ַוְיִבֵא֖
…as we march towards the Messianic days... 

 
This should remind us that from humble beginnings, with God’s help, we became  a vibrant and 
successful nation. 
 
It is a reminder to see the potential in everything…especially in ourselves. 
 
The mitzvah of Bikkurim gives us chizuk and teaches us to look for that little bloom, that moment 
of inspiration in our own lives—to rejoice and thank God--and to build for the future.  With hard 
work and with God’s help, we have almost limitless possibilities ahead of us. 
 
The Bikkurim are that reminder—seeing what things can be—what we can accomplish—
celebrating the potential…in everything…no matter how small.   
 
And not only celebrating the potential of physical bounty—it is a model for celebrating the 
simcha in performing a Mitzva, even if it seems small or insignificant.  It is a reminder that every 
mitzva deserves celebration. 
 
As we stand on the threshold of a new year, this is a powerful and important message to take into 
Rosh Hashana.  To see what has come from small steps in the past, through hard work and 
consistency…and to remind ourselves about the great things we can do with commitments and 
resolutions for the future. 
 
When we think of change, we may feel overwhelmed.  There is so much to work on.  But the 
truth of the matter is that we just need to begin the process…take the first step…create that 
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foundation.  And make sure to celebrate that first, small step—as small as it may feel.  If we do 
that, and believe in ourselves, slowly the transformation will come. 
 
This lesson of Bikkurim was summed up by 18th century American poet, David Everett 
Don't view me with a critic's eye, 
But pass my imperfections by. 
Large streams from little fountains flow, 
Tall oaks from little acorns grow; 
And though now I am small and young, 
Of judgment weak and feeble tongue, 
Yet all great, learned men, like me 
Once learned to read their ABC. “ 
 
Rav Moshe Feinstein writes in Darash Moshe that אלול  stands for בב זרעךלאת ובבך לת א . This 
reminds us that we must do teshuva and return, not only for ourselves but also for the future.   
Our hard work now is an investment in the future--in our children, grandchildren, and beyond. 
 
As we evaluate the past year, for ourselves, our families, and our shul—let us make sure we take 
time to be proud of all our blessings, all our accomplishments, all our positive growth, even what 
may seem small and insignificant.  We should be thankful for how far we have come and—at the 
same time--we should chart a course, built on a strong foundation, for an even more successful 
year ahead. 
 
May we work hard to achieve our goals, and celebrate all our achievements, and may we merit to 
see the day when God’s honor will be restored to this world…with the rebuilding of the Beis 
Hamikdash…bimhera viyamenu…amen. 
 
 


