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Good Shabbos, everyone. 
 
We are all reeling from the horrific mass shooting in Chicago on July 4th, that resulted in the 
death of seven, the wounding of dozens, and an entire country in shock.  We must keep the 
families of the victims in our tefillos, and daven for a refuah shleima for the injured and comfort 
and healing for those who lost loved ones.  May Hashem help restore peace and stability in our 
country and the world during these difficult and challenging times. Amen.  

 
Thank you to the drasha sponsors: 

• Shirley and Howard Blumenfeld, in memory of Shirley’s mother, Jean Goldman, whose 
yahrtzeit is the 12th of Tammuz. May her neshama have an aliya. 

• Layne and Mike Lowenstein, in memory of Layne's father, Philip Marcus, Feivel Shraga 
ben HaRav Yosef Yaakov, whose yahrtzeit is the 9th of Tammuz.  May his neshama have 
an aliya. 

May the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul with bracha, hatzlacha and good 
health. 
 
I want to invite everyone to a community celebration tomorrow (Sunday, July 10), at 9am in 
Bnai Jacob Shaarei Zion, to celebrate Daf Yomi’s recent siyum on Maseches Yevamos.  We will 
be joined by Rav Moshe Elefant, COO of OU Kosher and Daf Yomi Magid shiur on the OU’s 
“ALLDAF” app.  A breakfast and shiur will be the focus of the program.  Please join me there! 
 
Also, tomorrow (Sunday, July 10) at 2pm, the community is invited to participate in a  
Hachnasas Sefer Torah in memory of Efrayim Gordon, HY’D, who was gunned down on Fords 
Lane last year in a senseless crime.  Please see the bulletin for information.  It is important for 
the entire community to show support to the Gordon family.   
 
And finally, I want to urge everyone to please vote in the Primary Elections.  Early voting has 
already begun—and it is extremely important for our community that we all vote.  Thank you! 
 
This week's haftora describes Yiftach's war against Bnei Amon. In the context of his initial 
attempts at diplomacy in his negotiations with the enemy before the battle, Yiftach brings 
support to legitimate Jewish ownership of that land.  Specifically, he cites what is written in 
Parshas Chukas about Klal Yisrael’s fight against the Emori, in which Hashem delivered the  
land into the hands of the Jewish people after they were attacked. This is the obvious connection 
between the parsha and the haftara.  
 
However, the end of the haftara records a most troubling episode with a less bvious commection 
to our parsha.  Yiftach vowed that, if the Jews were victorious, he would dedicate to Hashem, as 
a sacrifice, the first thing that came out of his door.   To his regret, that was his daughter, his only 
child.  His impetuous vow had a disastrous impact on her life.   

 שופטים פרק י"א 
י: ן ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֥י ַעּ֖מֹון ְּבָיִדֽ ר ִאם־ָנ֥תֹון ִּתֵּת֛ ח ֶנ֛ ֶדר ַליֹקָו֖ק ַוּיֹאַמ֑ ר ִיְפָּת֥  (ל) ַוִּיַּד֨

ק ְוַהעֲ (לא) ְוָהָי֣ה  יֹקָו֔ י ְבָׁש֖לֹום ִמְּבֵנ֣י ַעּ֑מֹון ְוָהָי֙ה ַלֽ י ְּבׁשּוִב֥ י ֵביִת֙י ִלְקָראִת֔ א ִמַּדְלֵת֤ ר ֵיֵצ֜ א ֲאֶׁש֨ ה: פַהּיֹוֵצ֗ הּו עֹוָלֽ  ִליִת֖
ם ַוִּיְּתֵנ֥ם ְיֹקָו֖ק ְּבָיֽדֹו: (לב)  ֶחם ָּב֑ ח ֶאל־ְּבֵנ֥י ַעּ֖מֹון ְלִהָּל֣ ר ִיְפָּת֛  ַוַּיֲעֹב֥

ְנעּו֙ (לג) ַוּיַ  ד ַוִּיָּכֽ ה ְמֹא֑ ים ַמָּכ֖ה ְּגדֹוָל֣ ל ְּכָרִמ֔ יר ְוַע֙ד ָאֵב֣ ים ִע֗ ית ֶעְׂשִר֣ ם ֵמֲערֹוֵע֩ר ְוַעד־ּבֹוֲא֙� ִמִּנ֜ ל:ֵּכ֡   ְּבֵנ֣י ַעּ֔מֹון ִמְּפֵנ֖י ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ
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את ִלקְ  ח ַהִּמְצָּפ֘ה ֶאל־ֵּביתֹ֒ו ְוִהֵּנ֤ה ִבּתֹ֙ו ֹיֵצ֣ א ִיְפָּת֣ ֹ֨ ת:(לד) ַוָּיב ן אֹו־ַבֽ ּנּו ֵּב֖ ין־֥לֹו ִמֶּמ֛ ה ֵאֽ יא ְיִחיָד֔ ים ּוִבְמֹח֑לֹות ְוַר֙ק ִה֣  ָרא֔תֹו ְּבֻתִּפ֖
ְּת  ִני ְוַא֖ ַע ִהְכַרְעִּת֔ ּה ִּבִּת֙י ַהְכֵר֣ אֶמ֙ר ֲאָה֤ ֹ֙ יו ַוּי ע ֶאת־ְּבָגָד֗ ּה ַוִיְקַר֣ י (לה) ַוְיִה֩י ִכְראֹו֨תֹו אֹוָת֜ ְכָר֑ ית ְּבֹעֽ ק ָהִי֣ יִתי־ִפ֙י ֶאל־ְיֹקָו֔ י ָּפִצ֤ ְוָאֹנִכ֗

א אּוַכ֖ל ָלֽׁשּוב: ֹ֥  ְול
30. And Jephthah made the following vow to the LORD: “If you deliver the Ammonites into 

my hands,  
31. then whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me on my safe return from the 

Ammonites shall be the LORD’s and shall be offered by me as a burnt offering.”  
32. Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites and attacked them, and the LORD delivered 

them into his hands.  
33. He utterly routed them—from Aroer as far as Minnith, twenty towns—all the way to Abel-

cheramim. So the Ammonites submitted to the Israelites. 
34. When Jephthah arrived at his home in Mizpah, there was his daughter coming out to 

meet him, with timbrel and dance! She was an only child; he had no other son or 
daughter. 

35. On seeing her, he rent his clothes and said, “Alas, daughter! You have brought me low; 
you have become my troubler! For I have “opened my mouth.”uttered a vow to the 
LORD and I cannot retract.” 

 
The simple understanding of the pesukim and the Medrash Tanchuma is that Yiftach actually 
brought his daughter as a sacrifice.   

 מדרש תנחומא (בובר) פרשת בחקותי סימן ז 
 כיון שלא מצאו [פתח] להתיר את נדרו, עלה ושחטה לפני הקדוש ברוך הוא,

 
However, rishonim like Radak and Abarbanel assume that he found a workaround, like making 
her live out her life in isolation.  But either way, it was a tragedy that was the direct result of 
Yiftach’s careless vow.   

 רד"ק שופטים פרק יא פסוק מ
 כי כל השנה היתה מתבודדת כמו האנשים הפרושים הסגורים בבתים והחק הזה עשו עמה כל ימי חייה 

 
The Medrash writes that the real tragedy happened after the vow was made,  before it was 
actually carried out.   The Medrash asserts that an easy solution could have been found to 
“annul” this vow.  According to Reish Lakish, the vow was not valid at all.   According to Rabbi 
Yochanan, Yiftach was responsible only to pay money, not literally sacrifice his daughter. 
 
So what happened?  Why was a solution not found?  Yiftach himself  was not a scholar, but there 
were others who were, like the great Jewish leader at the time, Pinchas!  Why didn’t Yiftach ask 
Pinchas what to do about this ill-considered vow?  And, even if Yiftach didn’t ask him, surely 
Pinchas must have heard about the vow.  Why didn’t he come on his own to assist Yiftach’s 
daughter? 
 
The Medrash Tanchuma asks this question and provides a shocking and very disappointing 
answer:  

 מדרש תנחומא (בובר) פרשת בחקותי סימן ז 
כהן גדול בן כהן גדל ...והלא פנחס היה שם, והוא אמר לא אוכל לשוב (שם /שופטים י"א/), אלא פנחס אמר אני 

אשפיל עצמי ואלך אצל עם הארץ, ויפתח אמר אני ראש שבטי ישראל, ראש הקצינים, אשפיל עצמי ואלך אצל הדיוט,  
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ושניהם נתחייבו בדמיה, פנחס נסתלקה ממנו רוח הקדש, יפתח נתפזרו עצמותיו,  מבין שניהם אבדה ההוא עלובה,
 שנאמר ויקבר בערי גלעד

Pinchas was there, and still he (Yiftach) says, "I cannot recant?" Rather, Pinchas said: I am the 
High Priest, son of the High Priest, how shall I go to an am haaretz?! Yiftach said: I am the 
leader of the judges of Israel, head of the officers, I shall lower myself and go to a civilian?! 
Between the two of them this misfortunate girl was lost from the world. Both were held 
accountable for her death: Pinchas -- the Divine Spirit left him; Yiftach -- his bones were 
scattered, as it says, "He was buried in the cities of Gilad." (12:7)1 
 
At first glance, this standoff seems incomprehensible.  A girl’s future was at stake! 
 
Many technical reasons, beyond personal ego, are suggested for the intransigence of Pinchas and 
Yiftach—the importance of the honor of office of the Kohen Gadol, the status of a shofet as a 
King and the importance of that position.  But, at the end of the day, Chazal fault them both 
because an innocent girl suffered and it could have been avoided!  If Pinchas and Yiftach  had 
focused on the needs of that innocent girl, all the cheshbonos [various excuses] would have gone 
away!  If only they had  cared enough, this tragedy could have been avoided…and for that lack 
of Ahavas Yisrael they were both punished.   
 
Parshas Chukas teaches us a perspective on Ahavas Yisrael that offers insight into  this episode 
as well.  One of the most enigmatic aspects of the “chok” of the  para aduma is that, while the 
ritually impure person became pure through its ashes, some of those involved in its preparing the 
ashes  became impure.  
 
What is the lesson in this mystery? 
 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe writes  '1056(לקוטי שיחות כרך ד עמ (  

מאת מת היו צריכים וכדי לטהר יהודי שני מט מצוות פרה אדומה נשאת בתוכה לקח נפלא בהלכות אהבת ישראל:
ידי כך. גישה כזאת אינה עולה תמיד בקנה אחד עם השכל יהודים אחרים להתעסק בשריפת הפרה וכו' ולהיטמא על  

וההיגיוןן: למה אני צריך להיטמא כדי לטהר מישהו אחר? אבל כשיהודי מנתהג כך, למעלה מהשכל ומההיגיון הוא זוכה 
להתקשר עם הקב?ה עצמו. לעתים פוגשים יהודי שהידורדר למצב רוחני כה ירוד עד שנראה כ"אינו חי" (טמא מת). 

 בתנו לרדת אליו לקרבו וכך נזכה גם אנו להתקשר עם הקב"ה ועם התורה.מחו
The Mitzva of Para Aduma carries within it an important lesson in “ahavas yisrael.”  To purify 
another Jew from tumas meis  requires other Jews to become tamei from the process.  This 
approach is hard to reconcile with logic—why should I become impure to help someone else 
become pure?  But when a Jew acts this way—above logic, he merits to connect with Hashem 
Himself.  Many times we meet Jews who have descended to spiritual lows to the point that they 

 
 רש"י מסכת תענית דף ד עמוד א ד"ה והיינו דאמר  1

 פנחס היה שם, והיה יכול להתיר נדרו, אלא שלא רצה יפתח לילך אצלו (ד), והוא לא רצה לבוא אצל יפתח, בבראשית רבה +פ' חיי שרה+ 
 

   תענית דף ד עמוד א אות (ד) ד"ה והיינו כו'מסכת   הגהות הב"ח
 אמר לא אלך אצלו שאני שופט ונגיד ופנחס לא היה רוצה לבא אצל יפתח שהוא נביא בב"ר:  גסות רוחויפתח לילך אצלו מתוך 

 
 רד"ק

ושניהם נענשו יפתח בנשילת  אמר פנחס הוא צריך לי יבא אצלי ויפתח אמר ראש קציני ישראל אני ואלך אצלו בין דין לדין אבדה הנערה 
 אברים מת שנאמר ויקבר בערי גלעד פנחס נסתלקה ממנו רוח הקדש. 
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look spiritually deceased (tamei meis).  Our obligation is to bring them close and thereby we all 
connect to Hashem and His Torah. 
 
The lesson of para aduma is that our love for fellow Jews must, to some extent, transcend logic, 
and go beyond cheshbonos.  We must be willing to go beyond our comfort zones to assist, care 
for, and look out for others.  This should be a top priority of ours.   Rav Kook famously 
remarked that, just as the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed because of sinas chinam  (baseless 
hatred),  it will be rebuilt through ahavas  chinam (baseless love) between one another.  
 
We should begin every day asking ourselves who needs a kind word, a warm smile, or a helping 
hand? We need to commit to become proactively warm and kind to one another. Our collective 
responsibility as Jews is to exemplify a chessed community, a community which systematically 
ensures that everyone is uplifted.   That is our responsibility as Jews.  As the Gemara writes in 
Yevamos 79b, the essential nature of a Jew is to be a ביישן, רחמן, גומל חסד, self-effacing, merciful, 
and kind.  All three character traits are about putting others first, the opposite of the גסות רוח 
which led to the tragedy of Yiftach’s daughter. 
 

 ויקבל עליו מצות עשה של ואהבת לרעך כמוך קודם תפלה
That is why the AriZa’l said that, before davening, one should accept upon themselves the 
mitzva  of ואהבת לרעך כמוך,[translate[.  We should  let love of our fellow Jews inform the way we 
daven and the way we shape our days and our lives.  It takes an attitude shift—putting the needs 
of others first… 
 
As we are reminded in Tehillim (89:3), olam chessed yibaneh.  The world is built upon a 
foundation of kindness. As individuals and as a community, we, too, need to build our world 
with kindness, and help bring the world to its ultimate state of rebuilding with the return of the 
Beis Hamikdash.   May we all do our part in making this happen, and may this galus, which  is 
the result of terrible sinas chinam, be ended through extraordinary ahavas chinam…Amen. 
 
 
 


