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Good Shabbos, everyone. 
 
Mazel Tov to Ari Robbins on his aufruf this week and on his upcoming marriage to Chava Engel. 
Mazel tov to Ari’s parents, Eli and Rochel Robbins and to Chava’s parents, Asher and Devorah 
Engel and to Ari’s grandparents, Rabbi Avrohom and Miriam Glenn. May Ari and Chava be zoche 
to build a bayis ne’eman b’Yisrael. 
 
I want to thank the drasha sponsors: 

• Diane and Dovid Lapin, in memory of Dovid’s father, Yitzchok ben Shaul (Sidney Lapin), 
on the occasion of his 63rd yahrtzeit. May his neshama have an aliya. 

• Layne and Mike Lowenstein, in honor of the engagement of their granddaughter, Shana, to 
Eitan Galper and in honor of Mike's special birthday. May Shana and Eitan be zoche to build 
a bayis ne’eman b’Yisrael!  Mazel Tov! Wishing Mike good health, happiness and many 
happy returns! 

• Fred and Paula Minsk, in memory of Paula’s father, Yeshayahu ben Yehoshuah Hakohen, 
Zoltan Katz, on the occasion of his  first yahrtzeit, 7 Cheshvan. May his neshama have an 
aliya. 

May all the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul with bracha, hatzlacha, and good 
health! 
 
 is still ringing in my ears, and I am still feeling a little sore from the incredible ruach צוה ישועות יעקב 
here on Simchas Torah. I want to thank all of you for making this Yom Tov season at Shomrei 
Emunah so inspiring and uplifting. The tefillos on the Yamim Noraim were so beautiful and sincere, 
and the very lively dancing on Simchas Torah by men of all ages, was a true expression of kavod 
and simchas haTorah and a manifestation of all the passion and intensity of the past month.  Special 
thank you to our President, Dr. Itzi Barr, for all his efforts over these past several weeks.  May we 
build on this energizing momentum in the year ahead as we look forward to a year of continued 
bracha in our own lives and for the shul. I would also like to sincerely thank everyone who 
contributed to purchase Chassan Torah for me on Simchas Torah. It was an honor to represent you 
as we finished reading the Torah and began the next exciting cycle of Torah. May we celebrate 
many more years of spiritual growth, together, in good health and happiness. 
 
I would also like to thank all those who already signed up to be part of the Ner Lama’or Campaign.  
Many of you have signed up so far, and we encourage others to be a part of this special zechus.  The 
source for ner lama’or goes back to the commandment regarding lighting the menorah in the Beis 
HaMikdash. 

ר ַעל־ ֶכת ֲאֶׁש֣ ֶהל מֹוֵעד֩  ִמ֨חּוץ  ַלָּפֹר֜ יד .ְּבֹא֣ ית ַלָּמ֑אֹור ְלַהֲע֥�ת ֵנ֖ר ָּתִמֽ ֶמן ַז֥ ִית ָז֛ � ָּכִת֖ י� ֶׁש֣ ל ְוִיְק֨חּו ֵאֶל֜ ה ְּתַצֶּו֣ה׀ ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ ְוַאָּת֞
ת  ן ֹא֨תֹו ַיֲעֹר�֩  ָהֵעֻד֗ ֶרב ּוָבָנ֛יו ַאֲהֹר֧ ֶקר ֵמֶע֥ תה'  ִלְפֵנ֣י ַעד־ֹּב֖ ם עֹוָלם֙  ֻחַּק֤ ֹרָת֔ ת ְלֹד֣ ל ְּבֵנ֥י ֵמֵא֖  . ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ

Command the Children of Israel to bring you pure oil of pressed olives to keep the lamps burning 
continually… Aaron and his sons are to keep the lamps burning before Hashem from sunset until 
daybreak. [This shall be] a law for the ages, throughout your generations, on the part of the 
children of Israel. 
 
The Torah commands us, in essence, to “keep the lights on.” The Jewish people were asked to make 
many donations to support the Beis Hamikdash, but this is the only one that is still required on an 
ongoing basis, as an actual חוק לדורות “law for the ages,” continuing long after the Beis Hamikdash 
was destroyed. Medrash Hagadol makes the shift clear: “[This shall be] a law for the ages, 
throughout your generations, on the part of the children of Israel. Even though the Temple has been 
destroyed and its candles extinguished, there still stand houses of prayer and houses of study in 
which we must light candles, for those are called “mini-temples.”   
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In Jewish communities throughout the centuries, the commandment of “keeping the lights on” 
became a powerful guiding principle. In many communities–from 11th-century Spain, through 
16th-century Italy, to 19th-century Lithuania – there were associations called “Shemen laMa’or” or 
“Ner laMa’or” whose key purpose was to raise funds for the oil to illuminate the sanctuary and for 
other overhead costs.  It is a special zechus to help enable and facilitate all the limud haTorah and 
tefillos in our shul, and contributors are included in a weekly misheberach  למאור נר שנתנים  מי וכל  

שכרם  ישלם  ה"הקב  It is a special merit for you and your families.  I invite everyone to be a part of this 
special opportunity! 
 
Finally, I want to encourage everyone to attend a historic community event in our shul this 
Wednesday evening with two of the gedolim of our generation, Rav Hershel Schachter and Rav 
Shlomo Amar, celebrating the inauguration of the Semichas Chaver program in our shul.  It will be 
an amazing evening of divrei Torah, kavod HaTorah, music, and food.  Please look at the flyers and 
advertisements for the details.  Men, women, and children are invited!  On that note, I will be 
starting a weekly Semichas Chaver chabura in Shomrei for men on November 16 and subsequent 
Wednesday evenings at 8 pm, beginning with  Hilchos Nidda.  Please stay tuned for details! 
 
We begin reading the Torah with an account of creation. בראשית ברא אלקים את השמים ואת הארץ 
 
The Ramban writes that our minds cannot even begin to process the concept of creation…so why 
start there?   
 
There are many reasons given.  I think we can learn one important lesson of creation from the 
purpose of creation.  Why did Hashem decide to create a world?  The Ramchal writes that, as a 
perfect being, Hashem did not lack anything which creation might provide.  Rather, Hashem’s 
creation of the world was strictly to do good for others… 

מטובו יתברך שמו לזולתו.. .על כן גזרה  הנה התכלית בבריאה היה להיטיב: בתכלית הבריאה דרך ה' חלק א' פרק שני
חכמתו שמציאות ההטבה האמיתית הזאת יהיה במה שיתן מקום לברואים לשיתדבקו בו יתברך שמו, באותו השעור 

 שאפשר להם שיתדבקו. . .
Hashem created the world as an act of kindness.  As is says in Tehillim   ֶסד ִיָּבֶנ֑ה  the world is--֭עֹוָלם ֶח֣
created with chesed.  

ם::תהלים פרק פט  ן ֱאמּוָנְת֣� ָבֶהֽ ִים׀ ָּתִכ֖ ֶסד ִיָּבֶנ֑ה ָׁשַמ֓ ְרִּתי ֭עֹוָלם ֶח֣ י־ָאַמ֗  ג) ִּכֽ
The Malbim elaborates that Hashem did not owe anyone anything when He chose to create the 
world…it was purely an expression of chesed, of giving.  

 מלבי"ם תהלים פרק פט פסוק ג
אות, וחקי , כי אז לא היה עוד שום נמצא במציאות שיבטיח לו הקיום והמציכי ראשית הבריאה היתה מצד החסד הגמור

, וז"ש כי אמרתי עולם חסד יבנה, שתחלת בנין העולם היה  הטבע נתיסדו אז בלא הבטחה וחיוב קודם רק בחסד גמור
 מצד החסד לבד

And, as the Ibn Ezra wrote on Tehillim 111:6, כח מעשיו הגיד לעמו:  
 שהשם עושה חסד ומשפט וצדקה וזה הוא שהגיד לעמו ללכת אחריו  

Hashem practices chesed, justice, and charity, and instructed us (through His actions) to follow His 
model. 
Beyond our obligation  to keep Hashem’s mitzvos,  we have a responsibility to imitate Hashem; 
primarily by doing chesed, by giving to others. 
 
The story of creation is built on the premise that a human being’s ultimate accomplishment and 
fulfillment is to do good for others…to give to other people, to live with a vision beyond yourself.   
 
Rav Shimon Shkop in his introduction to Shaarei Yosher, begins 

יתברך הבורא ויתעלה היוצר שבראנו בצלמו ובדמות תבניתו, וחיי עולם נטע בתוכנו שיהיה אדיר חפצנו, להיטיב עם  
זולתנו, ליחיד ולרבים בהוה ובעתיד בדמות הבורא כביכול, שכל מה שברא ויצר היה רצונו יתברך רק להיטיב עם  
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, היינו שנהיה אנחנו בחירי יצוריו, מגמתנו תמיד להקדיש הנבראים, כן רצונו יתברך שנהלך בדרכיו כאמור והלכת בדרכיו
 כוחותינו הגופניים והרוחניים לטובת הרבים, כפי ערכנו, ולדעתי כל ענין זה נכלל במצות ה' של קדושים תהיו,

Blessed shall be the Creator and exalted shall be the Maker, Who created us in His “Image” and in 
the likeness of His “Structure,” and planted eternal life within us, so that our greatest desire should 
be to benefit others, to individuals and to the masses, now and in the future in imitation of the 
Creator (so to speak) For everything He created and formed was according to His Will (may it be 
blessed)1 only to be good to the creations. So too His Will is that we walk in His Ways. As it says, 
“and you shall walk in His Ways. That is, that we, the select of what He made, should constantly 
hold as our purpose to sanctify our physical and spiritual abilities, for the good of the many, 
according to our abilities. In my opinion, this whole concept is included in Hashem’s mitzvah [of] 
“Be holy, [for I am Holy] 
 
In this context, he famously explained the statement of Hillel in the Mishneh in Avos [1:14]:  אם אין
 If I am not for myself, who will be for me?"  We must worry about ourselves; that is a"אני לי מי לי 
natural state of a human being…”  However, “וכשאני לעצמי מה אני" when my whole  אני my "I" 
consists only of myself, then what am I? I have limited myself…never expanded myself—never 
expressed my tzelem Elokim, the Godliness inside. 
 
When we are concerned with others—when we think about others--we can become truly great.  In  
that way, we imitate Hakadosh  Baruch Hu in His creation of the world. 
 
And that is why we find that the great Rabbi Akiva said that the fundamental rule of the Torah 
is: ואהבת לרעך כמוך זה כלל גדול בתורה Love your neighbor as yourself 
 
What gave Rabbi Akiva the right to single out one mitzva as the fundamental rule? 
 
I think his source is the Torah beginning with בראשית ברא אלקים to teach us to follow Hashem’s 
ways—by bestowing good upon others…and thus stressing the importance of helping others.  The 
essential message of the Torah is not what others, including God, provide for us—but what we can 
provide for others. ואהבת לרעך כמוך is Hashem’s goal for us. 
 
But this mitzva  is not so easy to fulfill.   כמוךmeans that it is truly about the other person.  This 
idea is highlighted in the famous story right at the beginning of the Torah of Kayin and Hevel.  
Kayin had the idea of offering  a sacrifice, yet it was rejected by Hashem—and he became angry. 

 ויפלו פניו: ויחר לקין מאדואל קין ואל מנחתו לא שעה :ה בראשית פרק ד פסוק 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his Covenant and Conversation observed: 
Why did God accept Abel’s offering but not Cain’s?  … 
The reason God rejected Cain’s offering becomes clear in the words stated immediately after: 
“Cain became very angry and depressed” (Genesis 4:5).  Imagine the following: you offer someone 
a gift.  Politely, they refuse it.  How do you respond?  There are two possibilities.  You can ask 
yourself “What did I do wrong?” or you can be angry with your intended recipient.  If you respond 
in the first way, you were genuinely trying to please the other person.  If the second, it becomes 
retrospectively clear that your concern was not with the other but with yourself.  You were trying to 
assert your dominance by putting the other in your debt: the so called “gift relationship.” Even 
among primates, the alpha male exercises power by distributing food, giving gifts.  When the 
refusal of a gift leads to anger, it shows that the initial act was not altruism but a form of egoism: 
I give, therefore I rule. 
 
The midda of chesed, of altruism, was first exemplified by Avraham and Sarah.  It is no coincidence 
that Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu, the father and mother of our people, exemplified this midda.    
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And Avraham Avinu proclaimed that he learned this concept from Hashem’s creation of the 
world… 

יל  תהלים פרק פט  ְׂשִּכ֗ ן(א) ַמ֝ י: ְלֵאיָת֥ ֶאְזָרִחֽ יָרה(ב)  ָהֽ ם ָאִׁש֑ ֹקָוק עֹוָל֣ י ְי֭ ְסֵד֣ י:  ַחֽ יַע ֱאמּוָנְת֣� ְּבִפֽ ר׀ אֹוִד֖ ר ָוֹד֓  ְלֹד֥
ֶסד ִיָּבֶנ֑ה(ג)  ְרִּתי ֭עֹוָלם ֶח֣ י־ָאַמ֗ ם: ִּכֽ ן ֱאמּוָנְת֣� ָבֶהֽ ִים׀ ָּתִכ֖  ָׁשַמ֓

The Torah begins with Breishis, with creation, to teach us this lesson—altruism—thinking about 
others.  This perspective sets the tone for Yiddishkeit,  in all of its many facets: It is not just about 
what we can get out of life—it is about what we can do for others, what we can contribute to the 
world. 
 
This philosophy was articulated powerfully by President John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address, 
January 20, 1961 And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you — ask 
what you can do for your country. 
 
That is the lesson of creation—to learn from the way Hashem acted—with the intent to do for 
others…to live for others, and to live that way ourselves. 
 
But our doing chesed is not “just”  a mitzva,  or even an important mitzva.   It is our primary 
function in helping Hashem continue to build His world through chesed. 
 

ְרִּתי :תהלים פרק פט  י־ָאַמ֗ ֶסד ִיָּבֶנ֑הג) ִּכֽ ם ֭עֹוָלם ֶח֣ ן ֱאמּוָנְת֣� ָבֶהֽ ִים׀ ָּתִכ֖  ָׁשַמ֓
Rav Hirsch in his commentary on Tehillim writes that יבנה is in future tense—“will be built” 
 the loving kindness which God desires to make a living reality, will not be presented to ,חסד “
mankind all at once in a completed form.  It is, rather, an edifice which all the coming generations 
have to build, and to whose eventual completion every age is expected to make its own 
contribution… 
 
Human beings were created in the image and form of Hashem, and are expected to live up to our 
mission, to emulate Him. 
 
After every part of Creation, except one, the pasuk says וירא אלקים כי טוב, “Hashem saw it was 
good.” The exception was when man was created. The Torah doesn’t say, וירא אלקים כי טוב This is 
surprising. The entire purpose of creation was for man, yet Hashem doesn't say explicitly that 
creating man  was good. 
 
Rav Meilich Biderman brings from the Yismach Moshe, zt’l, who explains that this is because a 
person wasn’t created “good.” He has many faults, and he has a strong yetzer hara. He becomes 
good on his own, by keeping the will of Hashem.  Hashem therefore says,  נעשה אדם “Let us make 
man.” It is written in plural because it is the partnership of Hashem and the person that makes a 
person as he should be. Man must do his part to perfect himself and to make himself good.  And the 
primary way one perfects himself is by performing chesed. 
 
In summary--what is the definition of Torah?  It teaches us the ways of Hashem, so that we, who 
were created in His image, can emulate those ways.  This means that we should be baalei chesed.  
We should practice kindness and compassion, to expand our sense of self, to create a better and 
kinder world, and become Godly beings. May we learn this lesson well. . .and use all our strength to 
help others. . .and usher in the days when all mankind will see outside themselves. . .and perform 
wonderful acts of chesed, and finally recognize the Kingdom of Hashem…with the return of the 
Beis Hamikdash…bimhera viyamenu…amen. 
 


