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Good Shabbos, everyone. 
 
Thank you to the drasha sponsors: 

• Phyllis Levi, Aaron Levi, and Shana Zuckerbrod, in memory of Eric Levi, whose 
yahrtzeit is the 5th of Sivan.  

• Paul and Chanie Schuster, in memory of Paul’s father, Frank Feist Schuster, Uri ben 
Yitzchak, whose yahrtzeit is the 5th  of Sivan, and in memory of Paul’s opa, Isaac (Ike) 
Schuster, Yitzchak ben Uri, whose yahrtzeit is the 6th of Sivan. 

May the neshamos have an aliya and may the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul 
with bracha, hatzlacha, and good health. 
 
I am very much looking forward to sharing an uplifting Shavuos with everyone.  We have a very 
full program of Talmud Torah tonight and throughout Yom Tov, and a festive Kiddush on the 
second day of Yom Tov to honor the outgoing and incoming boards and to celebrate all our 
graduates. I invite everyone to participate in what will be another inspiring and wonderful Yom 
Tov in Shomrei! 
 
Today, we began Sefer Bamidbar, which is also called  חומש הפקידים, the Book of Counting or 
Numbers.  Related to this theme, our Haftorah, from the second Perek of Hoshea, begins on a 
very optimistic note about numbers and Klal Yisrael: 

ָהָי֠ה ּבִ  ר ְוֽ֠ א ִיָּסֵפ֑ ֹ֣ ד ְול א־ִיַּמ֖ ֹֽ ר ל ם ֲאֶׁש֥ י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֙ל ְּכ֣חֹול ַהָּי֔ ר ְּבֵנֽ ָהָי֠ה ִמְסַּפ֤ ם ְּבֵנ֥י  ְוֽ֠ ר ָלֶה֖ ם ֵיָאֵמ֥ י ַאֶּת֔ ר ָלֶה֙ם לֹא־ַעִּמ֣ ְמ֞קֹום ֲאֶׁשר־ֵיָאֵמ֤
י׃   ל־ָחֽ  ֵאֽ

The number of the people of Israel shall be like that of the sands of the sea, which cannot be 
measured or counted; and instead of being told, “You are Not-My-People,” they shall be called 
Children-of-the-Living-God. 
 
For a people that has chronically suffered as a minority, this prophecy comes as a cheerful source 
of encouragement. But what does it mean? 
 
As Rav Hirsch writes “Israel in itself is one of the smallest of nations. . . repeatedly decimated 
in the storms of world history” 
 
Indeed, the Torah already notes that the Jewish people are not destined to be large in numbers… 

ֻרְּבכֶ֞  :דברים (פרשת ואתחנן) פרק ז פסוק ז א ֵמֽ ֹ֣ ים: ל ט ִמָּכל־ָהַעִּמֽ ם ַהְמַע֖ י־ַאֶּת֥ ר ָּבֶכ֑ם ִּכֽ ק ה' ָּבֶכ֖ם ַוִּיְבַח֣ ים ָחַׁש֧ ַעִּמ֗  ם ִמָּכל־ָהֽ
It is not because you are the most numerous of peoples that Hashem grew attached to you and 
chose you—indeed, you are the smallest of peoples….  
 
Rav Hirsch continues:   “. . .it is not its actual material number that is to give it importance.  
Nevertheless, says our Prophet, these descendants of Israel, materially so puny, are to become as 
important amongst the nations as the sand of the seashore, which, insignificant in its particles, is 
not measured or counted, still forms the mighty protective walls against the inrushing waves of 
the sea.  In the same way, the children of Israel, scattered amongst the nations as the bearers to 
mankind of the eternal world saving Truth of the One free willed God, and of pure free willed 
humanity, will form the mighty bulwark behind which the weary human race, tossed to and 
fro…will ultimately find refuge and salvation,” 
 
Rashi tells us that, in light of the prohibition to count Jews directly, Jews are counted indirectly--
by having them contribute a donation—and the donations are counted… 
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 על ידי שקלים בקע לגלגולת: -לגלגלתם :רש"י במדבר (פרשת במדבר) פרק א פסוק ב 
Rashi: BY THEIR POLLS — that is, by means of shekels — “a beka for each head (לגלגלת),” as 
was prescribed on a previous occasion. 
 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks wrote: 
The danger in counting Jews is that if they believed, even for a moment, that there is strength in 
numbers, the Jewish people would long ago have given way to despair.  How then do you 
estimate the strength of the Jewish people? To this the Torah gives an answer of surpassing 
beauty. Ask Jews to give, and then count their contributions. Numerically we are small, but in 
terms of our contributions to civilization and humankind, we are vast. 
 
More than a century ago, Mark Twain wrote the following insight about the Jewish people.  
If the statistics are right, the Jews constitute but one quarter of one percent of the human race. It 
suggests a nebulous dim puff of star dust lost in the blaze of the Milky Way.  
Properly the Jew ought hardly to be heard of; but he is heard of, has always been heard of. He is 
as prominent on the planet as any other people, and his commercial importance is extravagantly 
out of proportion to the smallness of his bulk.  
His contributions to the world’s list of great names in literature, science, art, music, finance, 
medicine, and abstruse learning are also away out of proportion to the weakness of his numbers. 
He has made a marvelous fight in this world, in all the ages; and has done it with his hands tied 
behind him. He could be vain of himself, and be excused for it.  
The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, 
then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and the Roman followed, and made a vast 
noise, and they are gone; other peoples have sprung up and held their torch high for a time, but 
it burned out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, 
and is now what he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of 
his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert and aggressive mind.  
All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret of his 
immortality?    
 
Similarly, Rabbi Sacks pointed out: 
Think only of the makers of modern thought: in physics, Einstein; in philosophy, Wittgenstein; in 
sociology, Durkheim; in anthropology, Levi-Strauss; in psychiatry, Freud; in economics, a 
whole string of great thinkers from David Ricardo to Milton Friedman to Alan Greenspan to Joe 
Stiglitz (including 40 per cent of the winners of the Nobel Prize for economics). In literature, 
there were writers from Proust to Kafka to Agnon to Isaac Bashevis Singer; in music, classical 
composers like Mahler and Schoenberg, popular composers like Irving Berlin and George 
Gershwin, as well as some of the world’s greatest soloists and conductors. Jews have won 48 
Nobel prizes in medicine. They have made an outstanding contribution to law. And all this 
without mentioning the Jewish contribution to industry, finance, academic life, the media, and 
politics….  
 
But while we can take pride in these accomplishments, our more significant contributions are the 
great codes of Jewish law, philosophy, and ethics and similar contributions.   
 
As Rabbi Sacks continues:  But it is, of course, the Jewish contribution to the life of the spirit 
that is not only unique but shaped the entire course of Western civilization. Somehow this tiny 
people produced an unceasing flow of patriarchs, priests, poets and prophets, masters 
of halachah and aggadah, codifiers and commentators, philosophers and mystics, Sages and 
saints in a way that almost defies comprehension. It was not once that the Jewish imagination 
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caught fire, but in century after century, sometimes under the worst persecution known to any 
nation on earth. Time and again, in the wake of tragedy, the Jewish people renewed itself in a 
burst of creativity. The destruction of the First Temple gave rise to systematic Torah study in 
Babylon. The destruction of the Second precipitated the great literature of the Oral tradition: 
Midrash, Mishnah and Gemara. Encounters with Karaites, and, later, Christians produced the 
great Torah commentaries. The challenge of Islamic neo-Platonism and neo-Aristotelianism 
provoked one of the great ages of Jewish philosophy. If you want to know the strength of the 
Jewish people, ask them to give, and then count the contributions. That is the majestic idea at the 
opening of this week’s sedra. 
 
Yet Chazal (Gemara Yoma 22b) understand that the Pasuk is describing another level of the 
Jewish people’s contributions to the world.  Beyond all the material contributions and the moral 
codes, the greatest contribution of the Jewish people is more subtle —by living Godly lives and 
perfecting the world through our acts of godliness. By doing the will of Hashem and modeling 
the values of Hashem.  We may not even realize how much this helps the world…every Godly 
thought, word, and action… 
 
Chazal understood that this is the greatest contribution each individual Jew, and the Jewish 
people as a whole, can make to this world… 
 
In the prophecy of the Navi Hoshea that we cited before,   ד א־ִיַּמ֖ ֹֽ ר ל ם ֲאֶׁש֥ י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֙ל ְּכ֣חֹול ַהָּי֔ ר ְּבֵנֽ ָהָי֠ה ִמְסַּפ֤ ְוֽ֠

א ִיָּספֵ֑  ֹ֣ ר ְול  , Chazal write that the Jewish people will be infinite when they keep the 'רצון ה, the will 
of Hashem. 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת יומא דף כב עמוד ב 
וכתיב אשר לא ימד ולא יספר! לא אמר רבי שמואל בר נחמני, רבי יונתן רמי: כתיב: והיה מספר בני ישראל כחול הים 

 בזמן שאין עושין רצונו של מקום. –כאן  בזמן שישראל עושין רצונו של מקום, –קשיא: כאן 
 
We are familiar with the concept of 'מצוות ה, the commandments of Hashem.  What is the 'רצון ה  
the will of Hashem?   
 
There are whole worlds that transcend the idea of simply performing a mitzva or commandment. 
This is the area of retzono shel Makom, the will of God. God wants of us more than He 
commands us; His ratzon is far greater than His mitzvah. The divine mitzvah is something that 
every Jew can, with enough effort,  perform completely. But that extra something beyond the 
commandment, namely, the ratzon, is what each individual--according to his own ability and 
talent and motivation--must strive to realize and actualize.   
 
In  parashas Va-eschanan, Hashem commands the Jewish people as follows: 
ַלֲאֹבֶתי� ְוָעִׂשיָת ַהָּיָׁשר ְוַהּטֹוב ְּבֵעיֵני ה' ְלַמַען ִייַטב ָל� ּוָבאָת ְוָיַרְׁשָּת ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ַהֹּטָבה ֲאֶׁשר ִנְׁשַּבע ה'  " 
And you shall do that which is right and good in the eyes of Hashem; that it may be well with 
you… 
 
Concerning this commandment, Rav Hirsch writes: “It is not sufficient to fulfill the 
requirements of justice and duty explicitly set forth in the Torah; rather, we are to conduct 
ourselves according to the general idea of the right and the good, as derived from the Torah’s 
laws.” 
 
Similarly, Rav Simcha Zissel Broide writes: 

אלא היא מצוה כוללת להתעמק בהבנת המצוות כולם ובטעמם, כדי להשכיל להתבונן ולהבין :שם דרך דברים עמ' ר"י
 על מה שלא נתפרש לנו, מה רצונו ית' ומה טוב וישר בעינו.. .  מתוך המצוות שנצטווינו
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מיעה או בעשיית המצוה גרידא, אלא יש להבין את  ומבואר כי הציווי לעשות הישר בעיני ה' משמעותו שאין די בש
 עומק רצון השי"ת הטמון בציווי לעשותה.. ומצוה זו כוללת ומקיפה את  כל מעשי האדם מהחל ועד כלה. ..

Rather, it is an inclusive commandment to delve into the understanding of the commandments of 
all and their reasons, in order to learn to observe and understand from the commandments that 
we have been commanded, for what is not interpreted to us, what His Will is, and what is good 
and honest in His eye. And the imperative to do honestly in the eyes of the Creator means that 
hearing or doing the mitzva is not enough, but rather it is necessary to understand the depth of 
the will of Hashem inherent in the commandment. And this mitzva includes and encompasses all 
the deeds of man from the beginning to the end. 

 
As the Chovos Halevavos reminds us, every action is either positive or negative---whether or not 
it is formally counted in the list of 613 commandments…there is a right and a wrong… 

 שער עבודת האלוקים פרק ד  –חובות הלבבות שער ג 
שכל מעשי האדם אינם יוצאים מצווי ואזהרה ודי הספוק, כי כל מה שיוצא מגדר די וכבר התבאר במה שזכרנו, 

איננו נמלט מהשיג בצווי, אם יהיה לשם שמים, או באזהרה אם לא יהיה   הספוק או אל התוספת או אל החסרון,
   לש"ש.

Ratzon Hashem, at its core, represents an attitude that should pervade our entire being.  The 
study of Torah and the performance of mitzvos must be premised on a worldview of imitating 
our Creator in everything we do. 

 משנה מסכת אבות פרק ב משנה ד
מפני רצונו כדי שיבטל רצון אחרים  כדי שיעשה רצונך כרצונו בטל רצונך  עשה רצונו כרצונך[*] הוא היה אומר 

 מפני רצונך.
This is reflected in the statement in Pirkei Avos,  עשה רצונו כרצונךto make His will our will.  And 
when we do that, we bring Godliness into the world in a most profound way…and the effects on 
the world and the cosmos are enormous…infinite…לא ימד ולא יספר 
 
And that is ultimately how we can fulfill our mission to be more numerous than the sand, 
impossible to be counted.  As Rav Hirsch writes: descendants of Israel, materially so puny, are 
to become as important amongst the nations as the sand of the seashore, which, insignificant in 
its particles, is not measured or counted, still forms the mighty protective walls against the 
inrushing waves of the sea.  In the same way, the children of Israel, scattered amongst the 
nations as the bearers to mankind of the eternal world saving Truth of the One free willed God, 
and of pure free willed humanity, will form the mighty bulwark behind which the weary human 
race, tossed to and fro…will ultimately find refuge and salvation,” 
 
When we follow the will of Hashem, we are doing just that.  We are bringing the will of 
Hashem, and His presence, into the world in a tangible way, the consequences of which are 
inestimable and infinite.  May we appreciate the special gift of Torah through which we have the 
ability to have this profound effect on the world through following the ratzon of Hashem,  and 
may we soon merit to see the day when all will recognize the Glory of Hashem…bimhera 
vyamenu…amen. 
 
 
 


