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The Gemara asks about the mishna itself: In the latter section of the 
mishna, instances in which they are both exempt are enumerated. 
However, wasn’t a prohibited labor performed between the two of 
them? Since together they performed an act prohibited by a severe 
Torah prohibition, how is it possible that their partnership will result 
in both being exempt? The Gemara answers that it was taught in a 
baraita that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said: It is written: “And if one soul 
sins unwittingly from the people of the land when he does it, one of 
the laws of God that should not be done and he is responsible” (Le-
viticus 4:27). The verse’s emphasis on the words “when he does it” 
means: One who does all of it, i.e., the entire transgression, is liable 
and not one who does part of it. Therefore, an individual, and he 
performed an action in its entirety, is liable. However, two people, 
and they performed an action together, are not liable, as each one 
performed only part of the action. The Gemara comments: It was also 
stated in support of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s opinion: Rabbi Ĥiyya 
bar Gamda said: Amidst a discussion of these matters, it emanated 
from the groupn3 of Sages and they said: From the verse’s emphasis 
on “when he does it” it is derived: An individual who performed it 
is liable. However, two who performed it are not liable.

Rav raised a dilemma before Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi: One whom 
another person loaded with food and drink on his back in the private 
domain on Shabbat, and he carried them out while they were still on 
his back, what is the halakha with regard to the prohibition of carry-
ing out on Shabbat? Clearly, one who lifts an object with his hand in 
the private domain, and carries it out into the public domain is liable, 
as he performed the complete act of carrying out. However, in the 
case of one who is laden with an object; is moving his bodyh2 from its 
place in the private domain considered like lifting the object itself 
from its place? In that case, he would be liable. Or, perhaps it is not 
considered like lifting the object from its place, and therefore he 
would not be liable. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to him: He is liable, 
and it is not similar to the halakha of one who had an object placed 
in his hand and carried it out to the public domain, with regard to 
which we learned in the mishna that he is not liable by Torah law. 
What is the reason for the distinction between these two apparently 
similar cases? His body is at rest, in a defined place. However, his 
hand is not at rest.n4 Since a hand is not generally fixed in one place, 
moving it and even transferring it to a different domain without a 
bona fide act of lifting is not considered lifting. However, the body is 
generally fixed in one place. Moving it from its place is considered 
lifting in terms of Shabbat, and he is liable for doing so. 

Rabbi Ĥiyya said to Rav, his sister’s son: Son of great men, didn’t I 
tell you that when Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi is involved in this tractate 
do not ask him questions in another tractate,h1 as perhaps it will not 
be on his mind and he will be unable to answer? The dilemma that 
Rav asked was not related to the subject matter of the tractate which 
they were studying. As, had it not been for the fact that Rabbi Ye-
huda HaNasi is a great man, you would have shamed him, as he 
would have been forced to give you an answer that is not an appro-
priate answer.b1

ִאְתֲעִביָדא  ְוָהא  טּוִאין״ד  ּ׳ְ ֵניֶהן  “ׁשְ
י אֹוֵמא:  ְנָיא, ַאּבִ יַנְייהּו! ּתַ ְמָלאָכה ִמּבֵ
ה  ָהעֹוׂשֶ  – ֲעׂשֹוָתּה״  ּבַ ָהָאֶאץ  “ֵמַעם 
ה ֶאת ִמְ ָצָתּה,  ּה ְולֹא ָהעֹוׂשֶ ֶאת ּכּוּלָ
ַנִים ְוָעׂשּו  ה אֹוָתּה – ַחָּייב, ׁשְ ָיִחיד ְוָעׂשָ
י  ַמא ַנִמי, ָאַמא ַאּבִ טּוִאיןד ִאיּתְ אֹוָתּה – ּ׳ְ
ֲחבּוָאה  י  ִמּ׳ִ ִנְזְאָ ה  א;  ְמּדָ ּגַ א  ּבַ ִחָּייא 
ָאּה  ֲעׂשָ ׁשֶ ָיִחיד  ֲעׂשָֹתּה״ –  “ּבַ ְוָאְמאּו: 

טּוִאיןד אּוָה ּ׳ְ ֲעׂשָ ַנִים ׁשֶ ַחָּייב, ׁשְ

ֲחֵביאֹו  ִהְטִעינֹו  י:  ֵמַאּבִ ַאב  יּה  ִמיּנֵ ֵעי  ּבָ
ִ ין ְוהֹוִציָאן ַלחּוץ ַמהּו?  אֹוָכִלין ּוַמׁשְ
ִמּמְ ֹומֹו  ֵחֶ׳ץ  ֲעִ יַאת  ּכַ ּגּו׳ֹו  ֲעִ יַאת 
יְלָמא ָלא? ָאַמא  ֵמי – ּוִמיַחַּייב, אֹו ּדִ ּדָ
ַמאי  ְלָידֹוד  ּדֹוֶמה  ְוֵאינֹו  ַחָּייב,  ֵליה: 

ַטְעָמא? ּגּו׳ֹו ָנֵייח, ָידֹו – ָלא ָנֵייחד

NOTES
n1Exempt in the laws of Shabbat –ת ּבָ ִדיֵני ׁשַ ּבְ  :ָּפטּור 
The commentaries explain that the general principle 
that states that all exemptions of Shabbat are exempt 
but prohibited does not apply universally. Essentially, 
it applies specifically to the laws of the prohibited 
labors of Shabbat, but not to everything mentioned 
in the tractate (Ramban). Not all of the exceptions 
were enumerated, as in certain cases of full-fledged 
non-liability regarding several prohibited labors, the 
ruling is not based on the essential definition of that 
labor, but on the overriding principle with regard to 
saving a life (Ritva).

n2The tally of prohibited labors in the mishna – ּבֹון  ֶחׁשְ
ָנה ִמׁשְ ָלאכֹות ּבַ  The expression: Exempt acts where :ַהְמּ
he could come thereby to incur liability to bring a sin-
offering, is not unequivocal and has various interpre-
tations. According to Rashi and Rabbeinu Ĥananel, 
only acts of lifting are enumerated in the mishna. 
Others explain that the reference is specifically to acts 
of placing (Ramban). Yet others hold that it refers to 
those actions in which the object is transferred from 
one domain to the other, whether by means of plac-

ing or by means of carrying out (Rabbeinu Zeraĥya 
HaLevi, Rashba, and along similar lines in Tosafot).

n3It emanated from the group – י ֲחבּוָאה  The :ִנְזְאָ ה ִמּ׳ִ
reason that the Gemara cited the anecdote that this 
halakha “emanated from the group” in addition to 
the explicit baraita of Rabbi’s statements is explained 
in various ways. Some explained that it was neces-
sary because the baraita alone could have led to 
the conclusion that this is Rabbi’s individual opinion, 
but the Rabbis disagree with him, Therefore, the Ge-
mara cited this anecdote to indicate that this is the 
consensus opinion (Rashba, Ritva). Others explained 
that the conclusion: An individual and he performed 
it, is liable etc., is not part of the original text of the 
baraita. Rather, it is an elaboration by the Gemara. 
Thus, the need arose to reinforce this conclusion 
with the words emanating from the group (Tziyyon 
leNefesh Ĥayya). See the Tosafot for two additional 
explanations.

n4His hand is not at rest – ָידֹו – ָלא ָנֵייח: The Gemara 
only said this in a case where his hand and his body 
are in different domains; however, if they are in the 
same domain his hand is considered part of his body 
(Ran).

HALAKHA
h1Exempt and permitted – א טּוא ּומּוּתָ -One who per :ּ׳ָ
forms the act is exempt from punishment and the 
act is permitted from the perspective of the laws 
of Shabbat; however, one is prohibited from doing 
so by the Torah law: “Before a blind person do not 
place a stumbling-block” (Leviticus 19:14). Even if the 
one who committed the transgression could have 
accomplished it without his help, he is forbidden 
to help him by rabbinic law, as he should have pre-
vented him from violating the prohibition (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:7; Shulĥan Arukh, 
Oraĥ Ĥayyim 347:1).

h2Moving his body – ּגּו׳ֹו  Moving his body :ֲעִ יַאת 
when it is laden with an object on Shabbat is tan-
tamount to lifting the object itself. Coming to a stop 
with the object still on him is tantamount to placing 
the object itself on the ground upon which he is 
standing. Therefore, if he was laden with an object 
and he carried it out from domain to domain he is 
liable (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:8).
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ֲחֵתי!  ּ׳ַ א  ּבַ ְלַאב:  ִחָּייא  י  ַאּבִ ֵליה  ָאַמא 
ָהא  ּבְ י  ַאּבִ ָ ֵאי  י  ּכִ ָלְך:  ָאִמיָנא  ָלא 
א  ְכּתָ ַמּסֶ ּבְ ְּייֵליּה  ׁשַ ּתְ ָלא  א  ְכּתָ ַמּסֶ
יּהד  ְעּתֵ ַאּדַ ָלאו  יְלָמא  ּדִ ַאֲחִאיִתי, 
 – הּוא  ה  ַאּבָ ְבָאא  ּגַ י  ַאּבִ ּדְ ָלאו  ִאי  ּדְ
ָלאו  ּדְ יּנּוָיא  ׁשִ ָלְך  י  ּנֵ ַ ְמּשׁ ּדִ יּה,  ַסְ׳ּתֵ ּכְ

יּנּוָיא הּואד ׁשִ

n3It emanated from the group – י ֲחבּוָאה -The rea :ִנְזְאָ ה ִמּ׳ִ
son that the Gemara cited the anecdote by saying that 
this halakha emanated from the group, in addition to 
citing the explicit baraita of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s state-
ments, is explained in various ways. Some explain that 
it was necessary because the baraita alone could have 
led to the conclusion that this is Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s 
individual opinion, and the Rabbis disagree with him. The 
Gemara cited this anecdote to indicate that this is the 
consensus opinion (Rashba; Ritva). Others explain that the 
conclusion: An individual who performed it is liable, etc., is 
not part of the original text of the baraita. Rather, it is an 
elaboration by the Gemara. Therefore, the need arose to 
reinforce that conclusion with the statements emanating 
from the group (Tziyyun LeNefesh Ĥayya; see Tosafot for 
two additional explanations).

n4His hand is not at rest – ָידֹו ָלא ָנֵייח: The Gemara only said 
this in a case where one’s hand and body are in different 
domains. However, if they are in the same domain, his 
hand is considered part of his body (Ran).

notes

h2Moving his body – ּגּו׳ֹו  Moving his body when :ֲעִ יַאת 
it is laden with a burden on Shabbat is tantamount to 
lifting the object itself. Coming to a stop with the object 
on his body is tantamount to placing the object on the 
ground upon which he is standing. Therefore, if he were 
laden with an object and he carried it out from domain 
to domain he is liable (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot 
Shabbat 13:8).

halakha

h1When Rabbi is involved in this tractate do not ask him 
questions in another tractate – א ָלא ְכּתָ ָהא ַמּסֶ י ּבְ י ָ ֵאי ַאּבִ  ּכִ
א ַאֲחִאיִתי ְכּתָ ַמּסֶ ְּייֵליּה ּבְ ׁשַ  It is improper for a student to ask :ּתְ
his teacher a question dealing with a topic not included in 
the subject matter that he is studying. His teacher might 
be temporarily unable to answer and be embarrassed 
(Rambam Sefer HaMadda, Hilkhot Talmud Torah 4:6).

halakha

b1An answer that is not an appropriate answer – ָלאו ּדְ יּנּוָיא   ׁשִ
יּנּוָיא הּוא  The answer [shinuya] is one of the common forms of :ׁשִ
talmudic discourse. In general, a shinuya distinguishes between 
the case under discussion and the case upon which the question 
is based. Many times the answer is merely an attempt to stave off 

that difficulty. If that is the case, even if the attempt to stave off 
the difficulty is successful, it is not viewed as a definitive explana-
tion of the matter at hand. Consequently, at times the Gemara 
emphasizes that a certain answer is not merely an attempt to 
deflect the question but an actual explanation.

background
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Now, he was involved in another tractate. Nevertheless, he answered you 
well, as it was taught in a baraita: One who was laden with food and drink 
while it was still day, before Shabbat began, and, consequently, did not 
perform the act of lifting on Shabbat, and he carried them out into the 
public domain after dark on Shabbat is liable. Since, as a rule, his body is 
fixed in one place, moving it is considered like lifting an object, and he is 
liable. It is not similar to lifting his hand and moving it from place to place. 
Since his hand is not fixed in one place, moving it is not considered lifting.

Abaye said: It is obvious to meb2 that the hand of a person in and of itself, 
when he moves it out of the domain where he is located, is considered to 
be neither like the public domain nor like the private domain, even if it 
is the hand of someone standing in one of those domains. Proof that the 
hand is not considered like the public domain can be derived from the 
ruling of the mishna with regard to the hand of the poor person. As we 
learned with regard to the poor person who brought his hand carrying an 
object that he lifted from the public domain into the private domain and 
the homeowner took the object from his hand; the homeowner is not liable. 
Apparently, the hand of the poor person is not considered part of the public 
domain, even though he himself is located in the public domain. Proof that 
it is not considered like the private domain can be derived from the ruling 
of the mishna with regard to the hand of the homeowner. As we learned 
with regard to the homeowner who moved his hand carrying an object that 
he lifted from the private domain into the public domain and the poor 
person took the object from his hand; the poor person is not liable for car-
rying out from a private domain.

However, Abaye raised a dilemma: What is the ruling with regard to the 
hand of a person with an object in it, when that person reached his hand 
into a different domain? Does it assume karmelit status? A karmelit is an 
intermediate domain established by the Sages that is neither a private nor a 
public domain. This dilemma is based on the fact that his hand left one 
domain and did not yet enter a second domain. In terms of practical halakha, 
the two sides of this dilemma are: Did the Sages penalize him and issue a 
rabbinic decree prohibiting him from bringing his hand with the object 
back to the domain where he is standing or not?

The Gemara says: Come and hear a resolution to this dilemma from that 
which we learned elsewhere, with regard to the question: What must one 
in the private domain do in a case where his hand was filled with fruits and 
he extended it outside,h2 into the public domain? It was taught in one ba-
raita that it is prohibited for him to bring it back into his house, and it was 
taught in another baraita that it is permitted for him to bring it back. Is it 
not with regard to this that they disagree; that the Sage in one baraita 
holds that his hand is like a karmelit, and the Sage in the other baraita 
holds that it is not like a karmelit?

The Gemara rejects this explanation: No, everyone agrees that it is like a 
karmelit, and yet, this is not difficult, as the difference between the baraitot 
can be explained in the following manner: Here, the baraita prohibiting him 
from bringing his hand back, is referring to a case where he took it out at a 
height below ten handbreadths off the ground, within the airspace of the 
public domain. And there, the baraita permitting him to bring his hand 
back, is referring to a case where he took it out at a height above tenn1 hand-
breadths off the ground, outside the airspace of the public domain. Conse-
quently, the object is considered to be neither in the public domain nor in 
a karmelit.

And if you wish, say instead that this baraita and that baraita are both refer-
ring to a case where he took his hand out to the public domain at a height 
below ten handbreadths, and his hand is not considered a karmelit. And 
yet, this is not difficult. As here, the baraita permitting him to bring it back, 
is referring to a case where he took it out while it was still day on Shabbat 
eve. Since he extended his hand before Shabbat and, in doing so, did nothing 
wrong, the Sages did not penalize him and permitted him to bring his hand 
back on Shabbat itself. However, there, the baraita prohibiting him from 
bringing it back, is referring to a case where he took it out after dark, and 
Shabbat had already begun. Since there is an element of prohibition involved, 
the Sages penalized him and prohibited him from bringing it back.

ַתְנָיא:  י ָלְך, ּדְ ּנֵ יא ְמׁשַ ּ׳ִ א ִמיַהת ׁשַ ּתָ ָהׁשְ
עֹוד יֹום  ִ ין ִמּבְ ָהָיה ָטעּון אֹוָכִלין ּוַמׁשְ
ַחָּייב,   – יָכה  ָחׁשֵ ֶ ִמּשׁ ַלחּוץ  ְוהֹוִציָאן 

ֵאינֹו ּדֹוֶמה ְלָידֹוד ְלִ׳י ׁשֶ

ל ָאָדם  יָטא ִלי, ָידֹו ׁשֶ ׁשִ ֵיי: ּ׳ְ ָאַמא ַאּבַ
ְאׁשּות  ים ְולֹא ּכִ ְאׁשּות ָהַאּבִ ֵאיָנה לֹא ּכִ
 – ְמָיא  ּדָ ָלא  ים  ָהַאּבִ ְאׁשּות  ּכִ ַהָּיִחידד 
ְמָיא –  ְאׁשּות ַהָּיִחיד ָלא ּדָ ָעִני, ּכִ ִמָּידֹו ּדְ

ִיתד ַעל ַהּבַ ּבַ ִמָּידֹו ּדְ

ה  ָעׂשֶ ּתֵ ל ָאָדם ַמהּו ׁשֶ ֵיי: ָידֹו ׁשֶ ֵעי ַאּבַ ּבָ
ַנן ְלַאֲהדֹוֵאי  ַכְאְמִלית, ִמי ְ ַנסּוּה ַאּבָ ּכְ

יּה אֹו ָלא? ְלַגּבֵ

יאֹות  ּ׳ֵ ְמֵלָאה  ָידֹו  ָהְיָתה  ַמע:  ׁשְ א  ּתָ
ָאסּוא  ֲחָדא:  ֵני  ּתָ ַלחּוץד  ְוהֹוִציָאּה 
א ְלַהֲחִזיָאּהד  ְלַהֲחִזיָאּה, ְוָתֵני ִאיָדְך: מּוּתָ
ָמא ָסַבא:  ּדְ ְלִגי;  ָהא ָ ִמיּ׳ַ ּבְ ַמאי ָלאו 
ָלאו  ָסַבא:  ּוָמא  ְמָיא,  ּדָ ַכְאְמִלית  ּכְ

ְמָיא? ַכְאְמִלית ּדָ ּכְ

ְמָיא,  ּדָ ַכְאְמִלית  ּכְ ָעְלָמא  י  כּוּלֵ ּדְ ָלא, 
ָאה,  ֵמֲעׂשָ ה  ְלַמּטָ  – אן  ּכָ ָיא;  ַ ׁשְ ְוָלא 

ָאהד אן – ְלַמְעָלה ֵמֲעׂשָ ּכָ

ה  ְלַמּטָ ְוִאיֵדי  ֵעית ֵאיָמא: ִאיֵדי  ְוִאיּבָ
ְמָיא, ְוָלא  ַכְאְמִלית ּדָ ָאה, ְוָלאו ּכְ ֵמֲעׂשָ
 – אן  ּכָ יֹום,  עֹוד  ִמּבְ  – אן  ּכָ ָיא:  ַ ׁשְ
עֹוד יֹום – ָלא ְ ַנסּוּה  יָכה, ִמּבְ ָחׁשֵ ֶ ִמּשׁ

ַנןד יָכה – ְ ַנסּוּה ַאּבָ ָחׁשֵ ֶ ַנן, ִמּשׁ ַאּבָ

b2It is obvious to me – יָטא ִלי ׁשִ  This is one of the :ּ׳ְ
set forms in the organized presentation of a com-
plex question. First, the questioner explains what 
is obvious to him in the matter, and only after 
laying the groundwork with that prelude, does he 
proceed with: Rabbi…raised a dilemma.

background

h2His hand was filled with fruits and he extended 
it outside – יאֹות ְוהֹוִציָאּה ַלחּוץ ּ׳ֵ  :ָהְיָתה ָידֹו ְמֵלָאה 
If someone in the private domain extended his 
hand filled with objects out to the public domain, 
within ten handbreadths of the ground, he may 
not bring his hand back to the private domain. If 
he extended his hand unwittingly, he is permit-
ted to bring his hand back to the private domain. 
This is in accordance with the final explanation 
suggested by the Gemara, which is apparently 
the conclusion. Others explained that if he did 
so intentionally, the Sages, nevertheless, permit-
ted him to bring the object back. They did so in 
order to avoid placing him in a situation where 
he will come to throw the objects from his hand 
and thereby violate a prohibition punishable by 
stoning. According to that opinion, only in a case 
where he took the object out into the public do-
main while it was still day and kept it there until 
after dark did the Sages penalize him and prohibit 
him from bringing it back. Others explained that 
this is not a concern in modern times (Shulĥan 
Arukh HaRav). If he extended his hand with an 
object in it out into a karmelit, whether he did so 
intentionally or unwittingly, it is permitted to bring 
it back (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 
13:20; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 348).

halakha

n1Here below ten and there above ten – ה אן ְלַמּטָ  ּכָ
ָאה ֵמֲעׂשָ ְלַמְעָלה  אן  ּכָ ָאה,   The question was :ֵמֲעׂשָ
raised: What is the novel element in that expla-
nation? More than ten handbreadths above the 
ground of a public domain is an exempt domain 
into which one is permitted ab initio to take out 
an object and all the more so he may return it. 
Some explain that the phrase: Here above ten, 
means that one who took the object into the 
public domain below ten handbreadths is even 
permitted to raise it above ten handbreadths and 
take it back inside. Even if the halakha is that his 
hand is considered like a karmelit, it is permissible 
to take an object from a karmelit to an exempt 
domain and from an exempt domain to a private 
domain (Ritva).

notes
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The Gemara comments that this explanation is difficult. On the contrary, 
the opposite is reasonable. In the case where he extended his hand while 
it was still day, when even were he to throw the object from his hand into 
the public domain, he would not incur liability to bring a sin-offering 
because the object was lifted from its place on a weekday, let the Sages 
penalize him. However, in the case where he extended his hand after dark, 
where were he to throw the object from his hand into the public domain, 
he would thereby incur liability to bring a sin-offering, let the Sages not 
penalize him. Were the Sages to penalize him by prohibiting him from 
bringing his hand back, he is liable to drop the object in the public domain, 
and by doing so he would violate a Torah prohibition.

And from the fact that we did not explain it that way, but preferred the 
contrary distinction, resolve the dilemma raised by Rav Beivai bar 
Abaye,b3 whose dilemma is predicated on the same fundamental issue. As 
Rav Beivai bar Abaye raised the dilemma: One who unwittingly stuck 
bread in the ovenn2 on Shabbat, as bread was baked by sticking the dough 
to the sides of a heated oven, did they permit him to override a rabbinic 
prohibition and remove it from the oven before it bakes, i.e., before he 
incurs liability to bring a sin-offering for baking bread on Shabbat, or did 
they not permit him to do so? Removing the bread is also prohibited on 
Shabbat. However, its prohibition is only by rabbinic law. The fundamen-
tal dilemma is: May one violate a rabbinical prohibition in order to avoid 
violating a Torah prohibition or not?

Based on the above, resolve that the Sages did not permit one to do so. In 
resolving Abaye’s dilemma, the concern that one would likely throw the 
object from his hand, and thereby violate a Torah prohibition, was not 
taken into consideration. The one who extended his hand into the public 
domain was penalized by the Sages and prohibited to bring his hand back. 
Here too, resolve the dilemma and say that he may not remove the bread, 
even though he will thereby violate a Torah prohibition. The dilemma of 
Rav Beivai bar Abaye, which was thought to be unresolved, is thereby re-
solved. As a result, there is room for uncertainty whether or not the reso-
lution of the previous dilemma, through which Rav Beivai’s dilemma 
would also be resolved, is valid. The Gemara rejects this difficulty: That is 
not difficult. It is possible that even though a resolution had not been 
previously found for the dilemma of Rav Beivai bar Abaye, that does not 
mean that it cannot be resolved And, indeed, as proof  can be brought from 
the resolution of the other dilemma, resolve this dilemma as well.

And if you wish, say instead: Actually, do not resolve the dilemma, but, 
nevertheless, resolve the contradiction between the baraitot in the follow-
ing manner. Here, the baraita that taught that it is permitted to bring one’s 
hand back is referring to a case where he extended it unwittingly. There, 
the baraita that taught that it is prohibited for one to bring it back is refer-
ring to a case where he took it out intentionally. When he took it out 
unwittingly, the Sages did not penalize him. When he took it out inten-
tionally, the Sages penalized him and prohibited him from bringing it 
back.

And if you wish, say instead, in order to resolve the contradiction that this 
baraita and that baraita are both referring to a case where he took his hand 
out unwittingly. And here they disagree with regard to the question: Did 
the Sages penalize an unwitting offender due to an intentional offender? 
The Sage who prohibits him from bringing his hand back holds that they 
penalized an unwitting offender due to an intentional offender. Therefore, 
even though he took his hand out unwittingly, they penalized him and 
prohibited him from bringing the object back so that he would not come 
to do so intentionally. The Sage who permits him to bring it back holds 
that they did not penalize an unwitting offender due to an intentional 
offender. Therefore, they did not prohibit him from bringing it back.

And if you wish, say instead that, actually, they did not penalize an unwit-
ting offender due to an intentional offender, and still, this is not difficult, 
and there is no contradiction. Here, the baraita that permits bringing it 
back, is referring to bringing it back to the same courtyard where he is 
standing. 

עֹוד  ִמּבְ ָאא:  ּבְ ִמְסּתַ ָכא  ִאיּ׳ְ ה,  ַאּבָ ַאּדְ
ֵדי ֵליּה ָלא ָאֵתי ִליֵדי ִחּיּוב  ִאי ׁשָ יֹום, ּדְ
יָכה,  ָחׁשֵ ֶ ַנן; ִמּשׁ את – ִליְ ְנסּוּהָ ַאּבָ ַחּטָ
ִחּיּוב  ִליֵדי  הּו  ּבְ ָאֵתי  ֵליּה  ֵדי  ׁשָ ִאי  ּדְ

ַנן! את – ָלא ִליְ ְנסּוּהָ ַאּבָ ַחּטָ

ְ׳ׁשֹוט  ּתִ ָהִכי,  יַנן  ּנִ ְמׁשַ ָ א  ָלא  ּוִמּדְ
יָבי  ּבֵ ַאב  ָבֵעי  ּדְ ֵייד  ַאּבַ א  ּבַ יָבי  ּבֵ ַאב  ּדְ
יאּו  ִהּתִ ּנּוא,  ּתַ ּבַ ת  ּ׳ַ י   ִהְדּבִ ֵיי:  ַאּבַ א  ּבַ
ִחּיּוב  ִליֵדי  ָּיבֹא  ׁשֶ ִלְאּדֹוָתּה  ֹוֶדם  לֹו 

יאּו? את אֹו לֹא ִהּתִ ַחּטָ

ָיא,  יאּו! ָהא ָלא ַ ׁשְ לֹא ִהּתִ ְ׳ׁשֹוט ּדְ ּתִ
ְוִתְ׳ׁשֹוטד

לֹא  ְלעֹוָלם  ֵאיָמא:  ֵעית  ְוִאיּבָ
ׁשֹוֵגג,  ּבְ  – אן  ּכָ ָיא;  ַ ׁשְ ְוָלא  ְ׳ׁשֹוט,  ּתִ
ְ ַנסּוּה  ָלא   – ׁשֹוֵגג  ּבְ ֵמִזידד  ּבְ  – אן  ּכָ

ַנןד ֵמִזיד – ְ ַנסּוּה ַאּבָ ַנן, ּבְ ַאּבָ

ׁשֹוֵגג,  ֵעית ֵאיָמא: ִאיִדי ְוִאיִדי ּבְ ְוִאיּבָ
ֵמִזיד״  ַאּטּו  ׁשֹוֵגג  ״ָ ְנסּו  ּבְ ְוָהָכא 
ַאּטּו  ׁשֹוֵגג  ָ ְנסּו  ָסַבא:  ָמא  ְלִגיד  ָ ִמיּ׳ַ
ּוָמא ָסַבא: לֹא ָ ְנסּו ׁשֹוֵגג ַאּטּו  ֵמִזיד, 

ֵמִזידד

ָ ְנסּו,  לֹא  ְלעֹוָלם  ֵאיָמא:  ֵעית  ְוִאיּבָ
אן – ְלאֹוָתּה ָחֵצא, ָיא: ּכָ ְוָלא ַ ׁשְ

NOTES
n1Here below ten and here above ten – ה אן – ְלַמּטָ  ּכָ
ָאה אן – ְלַמְעָלה ֵמֲעׂשָ ָאה, ּכָ  :The question was raised :ֵמֲעׂשָ
What is the novel element in that explanation? Obvi-
ously, if one took out the object above ten hand-
breadths he may return it, as he is permitted to take 
it out there ab initio. Some explain that the phrase: 
Here above ten means that one who took the object 
into the public domain below ten handbreadths is 
even permitted to raise it above ten handbreadths 
and take it back inside. Even if the halakha is that his 
hand is considered like a karmelit, it is permissible to 
take an object from a karmelit to an exempt place and 
from an exempt place to a private domain (Ritva).

HALAKHA
h1When Rabbi is involved in this tractate do not 
ask him about another tractate – ָהא י ּבְ ַאּבִ י ָ ֵאי   ּכִ
א ַאֲחִאיִתי ְכּתָ ַמּסֶ ּבְ ְּייֵליּה  ׁשַ ּתְ א ָלא  ְכּתָ  It is improper :ַמּסֶ
for a student to ask his teacher a question dealing 
with a topic not included the subject matter in whose 
study he is engaged, because his teacher might be 
temporarily unable to answer, and be embarrassed 
(Rambam Sefer Madda, Hilkhot Talmud Torah 4:6).

h2His hand was filled with fruits and he extended 
it outside – יאֹות ְוהֹוִציָאּה ַלחּוץ  One :ָהְיָתה ָידֹו ְמֵלָאה ּ׳ֵ

who was in the private domain and extended his 
hand, filled with objects, out to the public domain, 
within ten handbreadths of the ground; if he did so 
unwittingly, he is permitted to bring his hand back 
to the private domain. If he did so intentionally, he 
is prohibited from bringing it back, in accordance 
with the final explanation suggested by the Gemara, 
which seems to be the conclusion. Others explained 
that if he did so intentionally, the Sages, nevertheless, 
permitted him to bring the object back. They did so 
in order to avoid placing him in a situation where he 
will come to throw the objects from his hand and 
thereby violate a prohibition punishable by stoning. 
According to that opinion, only in a case where he 
took the object out into the public domain while it 
was still day and kept it there until after dark did the 
Sages penalize him and prohibit him from bringing it 
back. Others said that this is not a concern in modern 
times (Shulĥan Arukh HaRav). If he took his hand with 
an object in it out into a karmelit, whether he did so 
intentionally or unwittingly, he is permitted to bring it 
back (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:20; 
Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 348).

BACKGROUND
b1An answer that is not an appropriate answer – 
יּנּוָיא הּוא ׁשִ ָלאו  ּדְ יּנּוָיא   The answer/explanation is :ׁשִ
one of the common forms of talmudic discourse. 

Most of these answers are in the form of underscor-
ing the difference between the case in question and 
the case in the source of the difficulty. Many times 
the answer is merely an attempt to setave off that 
difficulty. In that case, even if the attempt to setave 
off the difficulty is successful, it is not viewed as a 
definitive explanation of the matter at hand. Con-
sequently, at times, the Gemara emphasizes that 
a certain answer is not merely a deflection, but an 
actual explanation.

b2It is obvious to me – יָטא ִלי ׁשִ  This form is one of the :ּ׳ְ
set forms in the organized presentation of a complex 
question. First, the questioner explains what is obvi-
ous to him in the matter, and only after laying the 
groundwork with that prelude, he proceeds with: 
Rabbi…raised a dilemma etc.

b3Resolve the dilemma raised by Rav etc… – ְ׳ׁשֹוט  ּתִ
ַאב וכופ -The challenge presented by the phrase: Re :ּדְ
solve the dilemma etc. can be explained as follows: 
It does not seem likely that a specific dilemma that 
the Sages attempted to and were unable to resolve 
should have so simple a resolution. Therefore, the 
existence of this solution either constitutes a chal-
lenge to the Sage who was unsuccessful in resolving 
his dilemma at the time or proof that the proposed 
resolution is not viable. 

b3Resolve the dilemma raised by Rav Beivai bar 
Abaye – ֵיי ַאּבַ א  ּבַ יָבי  ּבֵ ַאב  ּדְ ְ׳ׁשֹוט   The challenge :ּתִ
presented by the phrase: Resolve the dilemma, etc., 
can be explained as follows. It does not seem likely 
that a specific dilemma that the Sages attempted 
and were unable to resolve should have so simple 
a resolution. Therefore, the existence of this solution 
either constitutes a challenge to the Sage who was 
originally unsuccessful in resolving this dilemma 
or proof that the proposed resolution is not viable. 

background

n2One who unwittingly stuck bread in the oven – 
ּנּוא ּתַ ת ּבַ י  ּ׳ַ  The ovens in those days were made :ִהְדּבִ
of earthenware. The oven was ignited from below. 
Through a special opening, they would stick the 
dough to the sides of the oven for baking. Removing 
the bread from the oven was performed in a unique 
manner which, while not considered an actual pro-
hibited labor, was viewed as a unique skill that was 
prohibited by the Sages.

notes
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There, the baraita that prohibits returning the object, is refer-
ring to bringing it to a different courtyard, as Rava raised a 
dilemma before Rav Naĥman: One who was standing in a 
courtyard on Shabbat, and his hand was filled with fruits, 
and he extended it outside into the public domain, what is 
the ruling with regard to whether or not he is allowed to 
bring it back into the same courtyard where he is standing? 
Rav Naĥman said to him: It is permitted. And he asked him 
further: What is the ruling with regard to bringing it from 
the public domain to a different courtyard?b1 He said to him: 
It is prohibited.

Rava asked about this: And in what way is one case different 
from the other? By definition, both courtyards are private 
domains, and there is no apparent halakhic difference be-
tween them in terms of Shabbat. Rav Naĥman answered 
jokingly: When you eat a kor  b2 of salt while thinking it over, 
you will know the answer. Actually, the answer is simple: 
There, the baraita that taught that it is permitted to bring it 
back to the same courtyard, said so because his planned 
objective was not realized. Since he sought to take an object 
out of his courtyard, requiring him to bring the object back 
to its original place is a penalty of sorts. However, here, the 
baraita that taught that it is prohibited to bring it back to a 
different courtyard, said so because his planned objective 
was realized. Therefore, it is prohibited to bring it back there.

Since Rav Beivai bar Abaye’s dilemma was mentioned in 
passing, the Gemara proceeds to discuss the matter itself. 
Rav Beivai bar Abaye raised a dilemma: One who erred 
and stuck bread in the ovenh1 on Shabbat, did they permit 
him to override a rabbinic prohibition and remove it before 
it bakes, i.e., before he incurs liability to bring a sin-offering 
for baking bread on Shabbat, or did they not permit him to 
do so?

Rav Aĥa bar Abaye said to Ravina: What are the circum-
stances? If you say that he stuck the bread to the oven unwit-
tingly and did not remember either that today was Shabbat 
or that it is prohibited to do so on Shabbat, to whom did they 
permit to remove it? If he remains unaware that a prohibition 
is involved, it will not occur to him to ask whether or not he 
is permitted to remove the bread before it bakes.

But rather, is it not a case where he then, before it baked, 
remembered that it is prohibited? In that case, is he liable 
to bring a sin-offering? Didn’t we learn in a mishna: All 
those who sin unwittingly and are therefore liable to bring 
sin-offerings are only liable if the beginning of their action 
was unwitting and the end of their action was unwit-
ting.h2n1 This means that throughout the entire action until its 
completion, the person remains unaware that his action is 
prohibited. Consequently, in our case, since he became aware 
that his action is prohibited while the bread was still baking, 
his very awareness exempts him from a sin-offering and re-
moving the bread is no longer necessary to prevent him from 
incurring liability to bring a sin-offering.

Rather, say that that person stuck the bread in the oven in-
tentionally, but afterward regrets having done so and does 
not want to violate the prohibition. However, if that is the 
case, the formulation of the dilemma is inaccurate. It should 
have said: Before he comes to violate a prohibition punish-
able by stoning.n2 One who desecrates Shabbat intentionally 
is liable to be stoned, he is not merely liable to bring a sin-
offering.

דד

Perek I
Daf 4 Amud a

יּה  ִמיּנֵ ִדְבָעא  ּכְ ַאֶחֶאתד  ְלָחֵצא  אן –  ּכָ
ְמֵלָאה  ָידֹו  ָהְיָתה   : ַנְחָמן  ֵמַאב  ָאָבא 
יאֹות ְוהֹוִציָאּה ַלחּוץ, ַמהּו ְלַהֲחִזיָאּה  ּ׳ֵ
אד ְלָחֵצא  ְלאֹוָתּה ָחֵצא? ָאַמא ֵליה: מּוּתָ

ַאֶחֶאת ַמהּו? ָאַמא ֵליה: ָאסּואד

ּכֹוָאא  ֲעָלּה  ֵתיכֹול  ְלִכי  ָנא?  ׁשְ ּוַמאי 
ִאיְתֲעִביָדא  ָלא   – ָהָתם  ִמיְלָחא;  ּדְ
ִאיְתֲעִביָדא   – ָהָכא  ְבּתֹו,  ַמֲחׁשַ

ְבּתֹוד ַמֲחׁשַ

י   ֵיי: ִהְדּבִ א ַאּבַ יָבי ּבַ ֵעי ַאב ּבֵ ּגּוָ׳א, ּבָ
ִלְאּדֹוָתּה  ֹוֶדם  יאּו לֹו  ִהּתִ ּנּוא  ּתַ ּבַ ת  ּ׳ַ
לֹא  אֹו  את  ַחּטָ ִחּיּוב  ִליֵדי  ָּיבֹוא  ׁשֶ

יאּו? ִהּתִ

ֵיי ְלָאִביָנא:  א ַאּבַ ָאַמא ֵליה ַאב ַאָחא ּבַ
ְוָלא  ׁשֹוֵגג  ּבְ ִאיֵליָמא  ֵמי,  ּדָ ֵהיִכי 

יאּו? א ֵליּה – ְלַמאן ִהּתִ ִאיְדּכַ

ִמי  א –  ְוִאיְדּכַ ִאיֲהַדא  ּדְ א ָלאו –  ְוֶאּלָ
אֹות  ַחּטָ ַחָּייֵבי  ל  ּכָ ְוָהְתַנן:  ְמַחֵּייב? 
ָגָגה  ָתן ׁשְ ִחּלָ ֵהא ּתְ ּתְ ֵאיָנן ַחיָּיִבין ַעד ׁשֶ

ָגָגה! ְוסֹוָ׳ן ׁשְ

ִליֵדי  ָּיבֹא  ׁשֶ “ ֹוֶדם   – ֵמִזיד  ּבְ א  ֶאּלָ
ֵעי ֵליּה! ִאיּסּוא ְסִ יָלה״ ִמיּבָ

b1Courtyard and a different courtyard – ָחֵצא ְוָחֵצא ַאֶחֶאת:

Adjacent courtyards

b2Kor – ּכֹוא: The kor is the largest measurement of volume mentioned in 
our sources. The kor contains thirty se’a, and in modern measurements 
equals 240–480 ℓ. That significant disparity is due to a fundamental 
dispute with regard to halakhic measurements.

background

h1One who stuck bread in the oven – ּנּוא ּתַ ּבַ ת  י  ּ׳ַ -If one inten :ִהְדּבִ
tionally stuck bread in an oven on Shabbat, he, and only he (Magen 
Avraham), is permitted to remove it before incurring liability for violat-
ing a prohibition punishable by stoning. In that case, it is preferable 
to remove it in an unusual manner (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot 
Shabbat 3:18, 9:5, 22:1; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 254:6).

h2All those who are liable to bring sin-offerings…the beginning was 
unwitting and the end was unwitting – ָגָגה ָתן ׁשְ ִחּלָ אֹות…ּתְ  ַחָּייֵבי ַחּטָ
את ָגָגה ְוַחּטָ  One is liable to bring a sin-offering for an unwitting :ְוסֹוָ׳ן ׁשְ
act only if the act was unwitting from beginning to end, as per the 
mishna cited here (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 1:19 and 
Sefer Korbanot, Hilkhot Shegagot 2:1).

halakha

n1All those who are liable to bring sin-offerings…the beginning was 
unwitting and the end was unwitting – ָגָגה ָתן ׁשְ ִחּלָ אֹות…ּתְ  ַחָּייֵבי ַחּטָ
את ָגָגה ְוַחּטָ  In most of the halakhot with regard to punishment :ְוסֹוָ׳ן ׁשְ
in the Torah, as well as those with regard to atonement, the general 
principle is that one’s intention must be consistent from the begin-
ning of the action through the end, and the action is evaluated based 
on that intention. Any deviation from the original intention, whether 
in the direction of leniency or stringency, changes the assessment of 
the act. The action can no longer be categorized in any existing frame-
work; neither in terms of punishment nor in terms of atonement.

n2Prohibition punishable by stoning – ִאיּסּוא ְסִ יָלה: The accurate 
phrase here is: Before he comes to violate a prohibition punishable 
by stoning, and not: Before he incurs a liability of stoning. Since he 
regretted his action in the middle of its performance, he is no longer 
liable to be stoned for his action.

notes
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Rav Sheila said: Actually, it is referring to a case where he did so 
unwittingly, and the dilemma whether or not they permitted re-
moving the bread is not with regard to the person who stuck it in 
the oven, as he remains unaware of his transgression. Rather, with 
regard to whom is Rav Beivai raising a dilemma whether or not 
the Sages permitted him to remove the bread? It is with regard to 
others who wish to spare the unwitting sinner from violating a 
Torah prohibition.

Rav Sheshet strongly objected to this. And does one tell an-
other person: Sin so that another will benefit?n3 Permitting one 
to violate a prohibition, even one prohibited by rabbinic law, in 
order to help another perform a mitzva is inconceivable. The same 
is true with regard to preventing another from violating a more 
severe prohibition.

Rather, Rav Ashi said: Actually, it is referring to a case where he 
stuck the bread in the oven intentionally. And say, emend the text 
as follows: Before he comes to violate a prohibition punishable 
by stoning. Indeed, Rav Aĥa, son of Rava, would teach it explic-
itly in that manner;b3 not as a dilemma, but rather, as a halakhic 
ruling. According to his version, Rav Beivai bar Abaye said: With 
regard to one who stuck bread in an oven on Shabbat eve, the 
Sages permitted him to remove it from the oven on Shabbat 
before he comes to violate a prohibition punishable by stoning.

We learned in the mishna several examples where the poor per-
son extended his hand: One, when he placed an object into the 
hand of the homeowner and one, when he took an object from 
the hand of the homeowner. In those cases, we learned that he is 
liable to bring a sin-offering. The Gemara asks: Why is he liable? 
Don’t we require that halakhic lifting and placing be performed 
from and onto the surface of an area that is four by fourn4h3 hand-
breadths? A smaller area is not considered a defined place, and it 
is as if the object were not there at all; and a person’s hand is not 
that size. Why, then, is he liable?

Rabba said: Whose opinion is it in this mishna? It is the opinion 
of Rabbi Akiva who said that we do not require a place of four 
by four handbreadths. According to his opinion, even a smaller 
area is considered a significant place in terms of carrying out on 
Shabbat. As we learned in a mishna: One who throws an object 
from the private domain to the other private domain and there 
is the public domain in the middle, Rabbi Akiva deems him 
liable for carrying out into the public domain, and the Rabbis 
deem him exempt because the object merely passed through the 
public domain and did not come to rest in it.

This dispute can be explained as follows: Rabbi Akiva holds that 
we say that an object in airspace is considered at rest. In his 
opinion, an object that passed, even briefly, through the airspace 
of the public domain is considered as if it came to rest in that 
domain. Therefore, one who threw the object has, for all intents 
and purposes, lifted the object from the private domain and 
placed it in the public domain, and he is liable. And the Rabbis 
hold that we do not say that an object in airspace is considered 
at rest. In their opinion, although he lifted the object from the 
private domain, it never came to rest in the public domain. Since 
he never placed it in the public domain, he is not liable. Regardless, 
according to Rabbi Akiva’s opinion, placing does not require a 
defined area. The mere presence of an object in the public domain 
accords it the legal status of having been placed there. Apparently, 
there is no requirement that an object be placed on a surface with 
an area of four by four handbreadths.

Initially, the Gemara wonders about the substance of Rabba’s 
opinion: Is that to say that it is obvious to Rabba that, with re-
gard to whether or not an object in airspace is considered at rest, 

ׁשֹוֵגג, ּוְלַמאן  יָלא: ְלעֹוָלם ּבְ ָאַמא ַאב ׁשֵ
יאּו – ַלֲאֵחִאיםד ִהּתִ

ת: ְוִכי אֹוְמִאים לֹו  ׁשֶ ַמְתִ יב ָלּה ַאב ׁשֵ
ה ֲחֵביְאָך?! ִּיְזּכֶ ֵדי ׁשֶ ְלָאָדם ֲחָטא ּכְ

ֵמִזיד,  ּבְ ְלעֹוָלם  י:  ַאׁשִ ַאב  ָאַמא  א  ֶאּלָ
ִאיּסּוא  ִליֵדי  ָּיבֹא  ׁשֶ “ ֹוֶדם  ְוֵאיָמא 
ָאָבא ַמְתֵני  ֵאיּה ּדְ ְסִ יָלה״ד ַאב ַאָחא ּבְ
ֵיי:  א ַאּבַ יָבי ּבַ ֶהְדָיא: ָאַמא ַאב ּבֵ ָלּה ּבְ
יאּו לֹו ִלְאּדֹוָתּה  ּנּוא ִהּתִ ּתַ ת ּבַ י  ּ׳ַ ִהְדּבִ

ָּיבֹא ִליֵדי ִאיּסּוא ְסִ יָלהד  ֹוֶדם ׁשֶ

ַחָּייב?  אי  ַאּמַ ָידֹו״ד  ֶאת  ֶהָעִני  ט  ׁשַ “ּ׳ָ
י  ּבֵ ּגַ ֵמַעל  ָחה  ְוַהּנָ ֲעִ יָאה  ֵעיַנן  ּבָ ְוָהא 
א! ָעה, ְוֵליּכָ ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ

ֲעִ יָבא,  י  ַאּבִ  – י  ַמּנִ ָהא  ה:  ַאּבָ ָאַמא 
ָעה  ַאְאּבָ ְמ ֹום  ֵעיַנן  ּבָ ָלא  ָאַמא  ּדְ
ֵמְאׁשּות  ַהּזֹוֵא   ְתַנן:  ּדִ ָעהד  ַאְאּבָ ַעל 
ים  ַהָּיִחיד ִלְאׁשּות ַהָּיִחיד ּוְאׁשּות ָהַאּבִ
ְמַחֵּייב,  ֲעִ יָבא  י  ַאּבִ  – ֶאְמַצע  ּבָ

ַוֲחָכִמים ּ׳ֹוְטִאיםד

“ְ לּוָטה  ָאְמִאיַנן  ָסַבא:  ֲעִ יָבא  י  ַאּבִ
ָסְבִאי:  ַנן  ְוַאּבָ ְמָיא״,  ּדָ הּוְנָחה  ׁשֶ ִמי  ּכְ
הּוְנָחה  ׁשֶ ִמי  ּכְ “ְ לּוָטה  ָאְמִאיַנן  ָלא 

ְמָיא״ד ּדָ

ה  ְלַאּבָ יּה  ּלֵ יָטא  ְ׳ׁשִ ּדִ ְלֵמיְמָאא 
ְמָיא״, הּוְנָחה ּדָ ִמי ׁשֶ ִב״ְ לּוָטה ּכְ ּדְ

NOTES
n1Anyone liable to bring sin-offerings…is only li-
able if the beginning was unwitting and the end 
was unwitting – ְוסֹוָ׳ן ָגָגה  ׁשְ ָתן  ִחּלָ אֹות…ּתְ ַחּטָ  ַחָּייֵבי 
את ְוַחּטָ ָגָגה   In most of the halakhot with regard :ׁשְ
to punishment in the Torah, as well as with regard 
to the halakhot of atonement, the general principle 
is that one’s intention must be consistent from the 
beginning of the action through the end, and that 
the action is evaluated based on that intention. Any 
deviation from the original intention, whether in the 
direction of leniency or stringency, changes the as-
sessment of the act. In that case, that action can no 
longer be categorized in any existing framework; 
neither in terms of punishment nor in terms of atone-
ment.

n2A prohibition punishable by stoning – ִאיּסּוא ְסִ יָלה: 
The accurate phrase here is: Before he comes to vio-
late a prohibition punishable by stoning and not: 
Before he incurs a liability of stoning. Since he regret-
ted his action in the middle of its performance, he is 
no longer liable to be stoned for his action.

n3Sin so that another will benefit – ה ִּיְזּכֶ ׁשֶ ֵדי  ּכְ  ֲחָטא 
 In the Tosefta this statement is phrased: Do :ֲחֵביְאָך
we tell a person to sin so that you can benefit? There, 
the principle is that a person has no license to sin and 
there is no justification to sin, even if he thinks that 
through his sin he can prevent a greater transgres-
sion. There are, indeed, cases where the Sages per-
mitted certain sins. However, the permission always 
stems from the consideration that the act contains 
a mitzva which tips the balance (see Tosafot). Some 
commentaries insist that this principle only applies 
in a case where another sinned. If the other person 
did not sin, there is room to commit a mild transgres-
sion in order to facilitate his friend’s fulfillment of a 
mitzva or to save him from committing a grave sin 
(Rosh, Rashba).

n4Lifting and placing from the surface of an area 
four by four – ָעה ַעל י ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ ָחה ֵמַעל ַגּבֵ  ֲעִ יָאה ְוַהּנָ
ָעה  The Gemara works under the assumption :ַאְאּבָ
that liability exists only in a case where an object is 
lifted from an area that measures at least four by four 
handbreadths. The commentaries seek a source for 
that assumption. Some explained that one does not 
generally place objects on a smaller surface due to 
concern they might fall. In all of the prohibited labors 
of Shabbat, the standard manner in which action are 
performed is the determining factor (Rabbeinu Tam 
and see the Rashba). Others explained that the verses 
themselves include allusion to the fact that an object 
requires a defined area. There is no smaller defined 
area (Tosafot). Yet others explained that although the 
reason was not clear, the Sages of the Talmud had 
a tradition that this is the halakha (Rashba, Ritva).

HALAKHA
h1One who stuck bread in an oven – ּנּוא ּתַ ת ּבַ י  ּ׳ַ  :ִהְדּבִ
If one intentionally stuck bread in an oven on Shab-
bat eve before dark, he, and only he (Magen Avra-
ham) is permitted to remove it before becoming 
liable for violating a prohibition punishable by ston-
ing. It is preferable to remove it in an unusual manner 
(Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat. 3:18, 9:10 
and 22:1; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 254:6).

h2Anyone who is liable to bring sin-offerings … the 
beginning was unwitting and the end was unwit-
ting – את ָגָגה ְוַחּטָ ָגָגה ְוסֹוָ׳ן ׁשְ ָתן ׁשְ ִחּלָ אֹות… ּתְ  :ַחָּייֵבי ַחּטָ
A person is liable to bring a sin-offering for an unwit-
ting act only if the act was unwitting from beginning 
to end, as per the mishna cited here (Rambam Sefer 
Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 11:19 and Sefer Korbanot, 
Hilkhot Shegagot 2:1).

h3Lifting and placing from the surface of an area four 
by four – ָעה ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ י ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ ָחה ֵמַעל ַגּבֵ  :ֲעִ יָאה ְוַהּנָ
A place that is smaller than four handbreadths by 

four handbreadths is not considered a defined area 
in terms of the halakhot of Shabbat. Lifting an ob-
ject from it or placing an object on it does not incur 
liability of a sin-offering (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, 
Hilkhot Shabbat 13:1 and 14:14; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ 
Ĥayyim 345:19).

BACKGROUND
b1A courtyard and a different courtyard – ָחֵצא ְוָחֵצא 
ַאֶחֶאת

b2Kor – ּכֹוא: The kor is the largest measurement of 
volume mentioned in our sources. The kor contains 
thirty se’a, and in modern measurements equals 
240–480 liters. That significant disparity is due to a 
fundamental dispute with regard to halakhic mea-
surements.

b3Would teach it explicitly – ֶהְדָיא  The use :ַמְתֵני ָלּה ּבְ
of this and similar phrases is common in the Talmud. 
After the Gemara reaches the conclusion, based on 
various theoretical considerations that there is a need 
to emend the text of a baraita, occasionally, it turns 
out that one of the Sages had already received a tra-
dition with that emended version of the statement.

n3Sin so that another will benefit – ה ֲחֵביְאָך ִּיְזּכֶ ׁשֶ ֵדי  ּכְ  In :ֲחָטא 
the Tosefta, this statement is phrased: Do we tell a person 
to sin so that you can benefit? There, the principle is that a 
person has no license to sin and there is no justification to sin, 
even if he thinks that through his sin he can prevent a greater 
transgression. There are, indeed, cases where the Sages permit 
certain sins. However, the permission always stems from the 
consideration that the act involves a mitzva as well, which tips 
the balance (see Tosafot). Some commentaries insist that the 
principle prohibiting sinning for the sake of another only ap-
plies in a case where the other has already sinned. If the other 
has not yet sinned, there is room to perform a mild transgres-
sion in order to facilitate his friend’s fulfillment of a mitzva or 
to prevent him from committing a grave sin (Rosh; Rashba).

n4Lifting and placing from the surface of an area four by four – 
ָעה ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ י ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ ּבֵ ּגַ ָחה ֵמַעל  ְוַהּנָ -The Gemara as :ֲעִ יָאה 
sumes that liability exists only in a case where an object is 
lifted from an area that measures at least four by four hand-
breadths. The commentaries seek a source for that assumption. 
Some explained that one does not generally place objects on 
a smaller surface due to concern that they might fall. In all 
of the prohibited labors of Shabbat, the standard manner in 
which the action is performed is the determining factor (Rab-
beinu Tam; see the Rashba). Others explained that the verses 
themselves include allusion to the fact that an object requires 
a defined area. There is no smaller defined area (Tosafot). Yet 
others explained that, although the reason was not clear, the 
Sages of the Talmud had a tradition that this is the halakha 
(Rashba; Ritva).

notes

b3Would teach it explicitly – ֶהְדָיא  The use of this and :ַמְתֵני ָלּה ּבְ
similar phrases is common in the Talmud. After the Gemara 
cites various theoretical considerations and reaches the con-
clusion that there is a need to emend the text of the baraita, 
occasionally it turns out that one of the Sages had already 
received a tradition with that emended version of the baraita. 

background

h3Lifting and placing from the surface of an area four by 
four – ָעה ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ י ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ ּבֵ ּגַ ָחה ֵמַעל  ְוַהּנָ  A place :ֲעִ יָאה 
that is smaller than four by four handbreadths is not considered 
a defined area in terms of the halakhot of Shabbat. One who 
lifts an object from it or places an object on it does not incur 
liability to bring a sin-offering (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot 
Shabbat 13:1 and 14:7; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 345:19).

halakha
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and it is in a case where the object passed within ten handbreadths of 
the ground that they disagree? And wasn’t it raised as a dilemmab1 by 
Rabba, as it was unclear to him whether or not that is the correct expla-
nation of the dispute between Rabbi Akiva and the Rabbis? As Rabba 
raised a dilemma: Do those who dispute the matter of one who throws 
from a private domain to a private domain with a public domain in the 
middle disagree with regard to a case where the object was thrown 
below ten handbreadths off the ground, and this is the point over which 
they disagree: Rabbi Akiva holds that an object in airspace is consid-
ered at rest,n1 and the Rabbis hold that we do not say that an object in 
airspace is considered at rest? However, if the object passed more than 
ten handbreadths above the public domain, everyone agrees that he is 
exempt and everyone agrees that we do not derive the halakha of 
throwing from the halakha of passing. There is a special halakha with 
regard to passing objects: One standing in a private domain who passes 
an object through a public domain to another private domain, even 
though the object did not come to rest in the public domain, his action 
is considered to have carried out. However, the halakha with regard to 
throwing is different.

Or, perhaps they disagree with regard to a case where the object 
passed ten handbreadths above the ground, and this is the point over 
which they disagree: Rabbi Akiva holds that we derive the halakha of 
throwing from the halakha of passing and considers them details of 
one halakha. And the Rabbis hold that we do not derive throwing 
from passing, and, although one who passes the object in that case is 
liable, one who throws it is not. The halakha with regard to passing is a 
unique halakha, a Torah decree, and other cases cannot be derived from 
it. However, with regard to one who throws from one private domain 
to another via a public domain, if the object passed below ten hand-
breadths off the ground, everyone agrees that he is liable. What is the 
reason for this? Everyone agrees that an object in airspace is consid-
ered at rest. Since Rabba himself is uncertain as to the point of the 
dispute in that mishna with regard to one who throws an object, how 
can he determine Rabbi Akiva’s opinion in the matter of our mishna?

The Gemara answers: That is not difficult. It can be explained that, after 
he raised the dilemma, it was later resolved for him that the correct 
understanding is that Rabbi Akiva alone holds that an object in air-
space is considered at rest.

However, there is room to question the parallel between Rabbi Akiva’s 
opinion and the case in our mishna. Perhaps placing alone does not 
require an area of four by four in order to be considered halakhic plac-
ing, but lifting does requiren2 a minimum of four by four handbreadths 
to be considered halakhic lifting. Perhaps placing, which is merely the 
conclusion of the prohibited labor, does not require the same conditions 
as lifting, which is the beginning and the essence of the labor of carrying 
out (Rashba). From Rabbi Akiva’s opinion, a conclusion may be drawn 
that an object in airspace is considered placed even without the surface 
area of four by four handbreadths. But, a conclusion may not be drawn 
that an object lifted from a surface lacking that area is considered lifted.

Rather, Rav Yosef said: Whose opinion is it in this mishna? It is the 
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi.

The Gemara asks: To which of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s halakhot is Rav 
Yosef referring? If you say that he is referring to this halakha, as it was 
taught in a baraita: One who threw an object on Shabbat in the public 
domain from the beginning to the end of four cubits, and it, the object, 
came to rest atop a projection of any size,n3 Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi 
deems him liable, and the Rabbis deem him exempt. Apparently, this 
proves that, according to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, there is no minimum 
area required for lifting and placing. This is the halakha to which Rav 
Yosef referred.

ד:

Perek I
Daf 4 Amud b

ֵעי  ִליִגי? ְוָהא ִמיְבֲעָיא ּבָ ָאה ּ׳ְ ּוְבתֹוְך ֲעׂשָ
ָאה  ֵמֲעׂשָ ה  ְלַמּטָ ה:  ַאּבָ ָבֵעי  ּדְ ה!  ַאּבָ ָלּה 
י ֲעִ יָבא ָסַבא  ַאּבִ ּדְ ִליִגי:  ּ׳ְ ּוְבָהא  ִליִגי;  ּ׳ְ
ַנן  ְוַאּבָ ְמָיא,  ּדָ הּוְנָחה  ׁשֶ ִמי  ּכְ ְ לּוָטה 
הּוְנָחה  ִמי ׁשֶ ָסְבִאי ָלא ָאְמִאיַנן ְ לּוָטה ּכְ
ְבֵאי ַהּכֹל  ָאה ּדִ ְמָיאד ֲאָבל ְלַמְעָלה ֵמֲעׂשָ ּדָ
י ָעְלָמא – ָלא ָיְלִ׳יַנן זֹוֵא   טּוא, ּוְדכּוּלֵ ּ׳ָ

יט ִמּמֹוׁשִ

ִליִגי,  ּ׳ְ ָאה  ֵמֲעׂשָ ְלַמְעָלה  יְלָמא:  ּדִ אֹו 
י ֲעִ יָבא ָסַבא – ָיְלִ׳יַנן  ַאּבִ ִליִגי: ּדְ ּוְבָהא ּ׳ְ
ַנן ָסְבִאי – ָלא ָיְלִ׳יַנן  יט, ְוַאּבָ זֹוֵא  ִמּמֹוׁשִ
ָאה –  ה ֵמֲעׂשָ ְלַמּטָ יטד ֲאָבל  זֹוֵא  ִמּמֹוׁשִ
ְבֵאי ַהּכֹל, ַחָּייבד ַמאי ַטְעָמא – ָאְמִאיַנן  ּדִ

ְמָיא״?  הּוְנָחה ּדָ ִמי ׁשֶ “ְ לּוָטה ּכְ

ֲהַדא   – ִאיְבִעי  ּדְ ַתא  ּבָ ָיא,  ַ ׁשְ ָלא  ָהא 
ֲעִ יָבא  י  ַאּבִ ָסַבא  ּדְ ֵליּה,  יָטא  ִאיְ׳ׁשִ

ְמָיאד הּוְנָחה ּדָ ִמי ׁשֶ ְ לּוָטה ּכְ

ָהא  ְעָיא,  ּבַ ָלא  ּדְ הּוא  ָחה  ַהּנָ ְוִדיְלָמא: 
ְעָיא! ֲעִ יָאה ּבַ

י ִהיאד י – ַאּבִ א ָאַמא ַאב יֹוֵסב: ָהא ַמּנִ ֶאּלָ

ַתְנָיא: ָזַא   י, ּדְ י? ִאיֵליָמא ָהא ַאּבִ ֵהי ַאּבִ
ְמַחֵּייב  י  ַאּבִ הּוא,  ׁשֶ ל  ּכָ ִזיז  י  ּבֵ ּגַ ַעל  ְוָנח 

ַוֲחָכִמים ּ׳ֹוְטִאיןד

b1And wasn’t it raised as a dilemma – ֵעי  ְוָהא ִמיְבֲעָיא ּבָ
 The Gemara uses this expression to ask: Since :ָלּה
Rabba raised this dilemma and was unable to resolve 
it, how is it possible that a resolution to that dilemma 
would incidentally appear as a given in another di-
lemma of his? That leads to the conclusion that the 
resolution is not sufficiently substantiated.

background

n1An object in airspace is considered at rest – לּוָטה ְ 
ְמָיא ּדָ הּוְנָחה  ִמי ׁשֶ -It is possible to identify two fun :ּכְ
damental approaches in clarifying the essence of this 
halakhic principle. According to Rashi and Rabbeinu 
Ĥananel, an object passing through airspace of a 
certain domain is considered as if it were placed on 
the ground of that domain. In the Jerusalem Talmud, 
on the other hand, this phrase was understood to 
mean that all the airspace in a certain domain is 
considered as if it were solid matter upon which 
the objects rest. The principle was formulated: The 
air within the partitions is like its substance, i.e., the 
ground beneath it.

n2Perhaps placing does not require, but lifting does 
require – ֲעִ יָאה ָהא  ְעָיא,  ּבַ ָלא  ּדְ ָחה הּוא  ַהּנָ  ְוִדיְלָמא: 
ְעָיא  Some explain that the fact that lifting would :ּבַ
require an area of four by four handbreadths, while 
placing would not, is derived from the Torah. Lifting 
an object from its place is alluded to in the verse: 

“A man should not go out [yetze] from his place” 
(Exodus 16:29). This verse can be interpreted: “A man 
should not carry out [yotzi ] from his place.” There is 
no biblical allusion to placing (Tosafot).

n3Projection of any size – הּוא ל ֶשׁ ָכּ  The ge’onim :ִזיז 
define ziz as anything that projects from the wall of a 
house; both the house and the projection are consid-
ered private property. A projection of any size means 
that it can be less than four by four handbreadths.

Projection from the wall of a house

notes
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The Gemara rejects this: There, the explanation is according to what we will need 
to say later in accordance with the statement of Abaye, as Abaye said: Here, the 
baraita is not dealing with just any situation. Rather, it is dealing with a special 
case where there is a tree standing in the private domain and its boughsb2 lean 
into the public domain, and one threw an object from the public domain and 
it rested upon the boughs of the tree.

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi holds that we say: Cast its boughs after its trunk. The 
tree’s branches are considered an extension of its trunk. Therefore, the entire tree 
is considered as a private domain, and one who throws onto it is liable. And the 
Rabbis hold that we do not say: Cast its boughs after its trunk. Therefore, the 
boughs themselves are not considered to be a private domain, and one who 
throws atop them from the public domain is not liable. Since Rabbi Yehuda 
HaNasi considers the boughs of the tree like part of the trunk, something thrown 
atop the tree is considered as if it were placed on the trunk, which is four by four 
handbreadths. If so, one cannot conclude from here that there is no need for a 
significant area according to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi. 

Rather, it is possible that Rav Yosef referred to this halakha of Rabbi Yehuda 
HaNasi, as it was taught in a baraita: One who threw an object on Shabbat from 
the public domain to the public domain and the private domain was in the 
middle, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi deems him liable for carrying out from domain 
to domain, and the Rabbis deem him exempt. 

And Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: In that case, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi 
holds that the one who threw the object is liable to bring two sin-offerings, as he 
violated two prohibitions: One, due to carrying from the public domain into 
the private domain, when the object passed through the airspace of the private 
domain; and one, due to carrying from the private domain out to the public 
domain. Apparently, he requires neither lifting from nor placing upon an area 
of four by four handbreadths, as not only is he liable for carrying the object into 
a private domain and placing it by means of passing through its airspace, but he 
is also liable for lifting the object from that private domain and bringing it to the 
public domain. According to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, neither lifting nor placing 
requires a significant area. 

The Gemara rejects this proof. Wasn’t it stated with regard to this dispute that 
Rav and Shmuel both said: 

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi only deemed him liable in the covered private domain, 
with a roof, as we say: The house is considered as one that is full? The entire 
house with all its space is considered one unit, and each part of it is considered 
as if it is filled with actual objects. Therefore, an object passing through the house 
is considered as if it landed on an actual surface of at least four by four hand-
breadths. However, in a private domain that is not covered, Rabbi Yehuda Ha-
Nasi does not deem him liable.

And if you say: Here too our mishna is speaking about a covered domain, and 
therefore the lifting from and the placing on the hand are considered as if they 
were performed in a place that is four handbreadths; granted, in a covered pri-
vate domain lifting from and placing in a hand are considered as if it were lifted 
from and placed onto an area of four by four handbreadths, but in a covered 
public domain is he liable at all? Didn’t Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda say that 
Rabbi Abba said that Rav Huna said that Rav said: One who carries an object 
four cubits from place to place in a covered public domain, even though transfer-
ring an object four cubits in the public domain is like carrying out from one do-
main to another and prohibited by Torah law, in this case, he is not liable? The 
reason is that since the covered public domain is not similar to the banners in 
the desert,n1 i.e., the area in which the banners of the tribes of Israel passed in the 
desert. The labors prohibited on Shabbat are derived from the labors that were 
performed in the building of the Tabernacle during the encampment of Israel in 
the desert, and the desert was most definitely not covered. Consequently, even 
according to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s opinion, it is impossible to explain that our 
mishna is referring to the case of a covered public domain.

ן,  ְלַ ּמָ ְלֵמיַמא  ְדָבֵעיַנן  ּכִ  – ָהָתם 
ִאיָלן  ּבְ ָהָכא  ֵיי:  ַאּבַ ָאַמא  ּדְ ֵייד  ְדַאּבַ ּכִ
נֹוֶטה  ְונֹו׳ֹו  ַהָּיִחיד  ְאׁשּות  ּבִ ָהעֹוֵמד 

ים, ְוָזַא  ְוָנח ַאּנֹו׳ֹוד ִלְאׁשּות ָהַאּבִ

ַתא  ּבָ נֹו׳ֹו  ִדי  “ׁשְ ָאְמִאיַנן  ָסַבא:  י  ְדַאּבִ
ִדי  ַנן ָסְבִאי: ָלא ָאְמִאיַנן “ׁשְ אֹו״, ְוַאּבָ ִעיּ ָ

אֹו״ד ַתא ִעיּ ָ נֹו׳ֹו ּבָ

ֵמְאׁשּות  ָזַא   ַתְנָיא:  ּדְ י,  ַאּבִ ָהא  א  ֶאּלָ
ּוְאׁשּות  ים  ָהַאּבִ ִלְאׁשּות  ים  ָהַאּבִ
י ְמַחֵּייב ַוֲחָכִמים  ֶאְמַצע, ַאּבִ ַהָּיִחיד ּבָ

ּ׳ֹוְטִאיןד

מּוֵאל: ְמַחֵּייב  ְוָאַמא ַאב ְיהּוָדה ָאַמא ׁשְ
ּום הֹוָצָאה  ִים, ַאַחת מִּשׁ ּתַ י ׁשְ ָהָיה ַאּבִ
ָלא  ַאְלָמא:  ַהְכָנָסהד  ִמׁשּום  ְוַאַחת 
י ְמ ֹום  ּבֵ ָחה ַעל ּגַ ֵעי ֲעִ יָאה ְוָלא ַהּנָ ּבָ

ָעהד ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ ַאְאּבָ

ָאְמִאי  מּואֵל ּדְ ַמא ֲעָלּה, ַאב ּוׁשְ ָהא ִאיּתְ
ְאַווְייהּו: ּתַ

NOTES
n1An object in airspace is considered at rest – לּוָטה ְ 
ְמָיא ּדָ הּוְנָחה  ִמי ׁשֶ -It is possible to identify two fun :ּכְ
damental approaches in clarifying the essence of this 
halakhic principle. According to Rashi and Rabbeinu 
Ĥananel, it means that an object passing through 
airspace of a certain domain is considered as if it 
was placed on the ground of that domain. In the 
Jerusalem Talmud, on the other hand, this phrase was 
understood to mean that all the airspace in a certain 
domain is considered as if it was solid matter upon 
which the objects rest. The principle was formulated: 
The air within the partitions is like their substance, 
i.e., the ground.

n2Perhaps placing does not require, but lifting does 
require – ְעָיא ְעָיא, ָהא ֲעִ יָאה ּבַ ָלא ּבַ ָחה הּוא ּדְ  :ְוִדיְלָמא: ַהּנָ
Some explain that the fact that lifting would require 
an area of four by four handbreadths, while placing 
would not is derived from the Torah. Lifting an object 
from its place is alluded to in the verse: “A man should 

not go out [yetze] from his place” (Exodus 16:29). This 
verse can be interpreted: “A man should not carry out 
[yotzi ] from his place.” There is no biblical allusion to 
placing (Tosafot).

BACKGROUND
b1But wasn’t it raised as a dilemma – ֵעי  ְוָהא ִמיְבֲעָיא ּבָ
 The Gemara uses this expression to ask: Since :ָלּה
Rabba raised this dilemma and was unable to resolve 
it, how is it possible that a resolution to that dilemma 
would incidentally appear as a given in another di-
lemma of his? That leads to the conclusion that the 
resolution is not sufficiently substantiated.

b2A tree and its boughs – ִאיָלן…ְונֹו׳ֹו

הד

Perek I
Daf 5 Amud a

ְאׁשּות ַהָּיִחיד  א ּבִ י ֶאּלָ לֹא ְמַחֵּייב ַאּבִ
ַמאן  ּכְ יָתא  ״ּבֵ ָאְמִאיַנן:  ּדְ ְמ ֹוָאּה, 
ֵאינֹו ְמ ֹוָאה –  ְמָיא״, ֲאָבל ׁשֶ ַמְלָיא ּדָ ּדְ

לֹאד

ְמ ֹוָאה; ָהִתיַנח  יָמא : ָהָכא ַנִמי ּבִ ְוִכי ּתֵ
ְאׁשּות  ּבִ ְמ ֹוָאּה,  ַהָּיִחיד  ְאׁשּות  ּבִ
ים ְמ ֹוָאה ִמי ַחָּייב? ְוָהָאַמא ַאב  ָהַאּבִ
א  ַאּבָ י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא  ְיהּוָדה  א  ּבַ מּוֵאל  ׁשְ
ֲעִביא  ַהּמַ ַאב:  ָאַמא  הּוָנא  ַאב  ָאַמא 
ים  ָהַאּבִ ְאׁשּות  ּבִ ַאּמֹות  ע  ַאְאּבָ ֵחֶ׳ץ 
ּדֹוֶמה  ֵאינֹו  ׁשֶ ְלִ׳י  טּוא,  ּ׳ָ  – ְמ ֹוָאה 

א! ְלִדְגֵלי ִמְדּבָ

b2Tree and its boughs – ִאיָלן…ְונֹו׳ֹו

Boughs leaning into the public domain

background

n1The banners of the desert – א ְדּבָ ּמִ ְגֵלי   :ּדִ
With regard to the halakhot of Shabbat, 
the encampment of Israel in the desert is 
the model upon which the definition of a 
public domain is based. Like the encamp-
ment, a public domain is at least sixteen 
cubits wide. It is an area through which 
many people pass daily; 600,000 people, 
according to some authorities.

Layout of the tribes’ encampment in the desert

notes
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Rather, Rabbi Zeira said: There must be a different source for our 
mishna. Whose opinion is it in our mishna? It is the opinion of 
Aĥerim, as it was taught in a baraita: Aĥerim say: One who stood 
in his place on Shabbat and received an object thrown to him from 
another domain, the one who threw the object is liable for the 
prohibited labor of carrying out, as he both lifted and placed the 
object. However, if the one who received the object moved from 
his place, ran toward the object, and then received it in his hand, 
he, the one who threw it, is exempt. That is because, even though 
he performed an act of lifting, the placing of the object was facili-
tated by the action of the one who received it, and therefore the one 
who threw it did not perform the act of placing. In any case, accord-
ing to the opinion of Aĥerim, if he stood in his place and received 
the object, the one who threw it is liable. Don’t we require placing 
upon an area of four by four handbreadths and there is none in 
this case? Rather, certainly conclude from this that according to 
Aĥerim we do not require an area of four by four.

The Gemara rejects this: This is not a proof, and one could say: 
Perhaps it is specifically for placing that we do not require an area 
of four by four; however, for lifting we require an area of four by 
four in order to consider it significant. And with regard to placing 
as well, one could say: Perhaps it was performed in a manner in 
which he extended the corners of his coat and received it, so in 
that case there is also placing upon an area of four by four. There-
fore, there is no proof from here.

Rabbi Abba said: Our mishna is speaking about a special case 
where he received, i.e., lifted, the object that was in a basket [ter-
askal]l1b1 and he placed it atop a basket. In that case, there is also 
placing performed upon an area of four by four handbreadths. The 
Gemara asks: Wasn’t it taught in the mishna: His hand? So how 
can you say that he received it in a basket? The Gemara answers: 
Emend the text of the mishna and teach: The basket in his hand.

The Gemara asks about this matter: Granted, when the basket was 
in the private domain, but if it was a basket that was placed in the 
public domain, doesn’t it immediately become the private do-
main? Presumably, the basket is ten handbreadths above the ground, 
and its surface is the requisite size for creating a private domain.

Since that is not the explanation given, let us say that this is a proof 
that our mishna is not in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi 
Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda. As it was taught in a baraita: Rabbi 
Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says: One who stuck a stick into the 
ground in the public domain, and hung a basket atop it, and threw 
an object from the public domain, and it landed upon it, he is li-
able, because he threw it from the public domain into the private 
domain. Since the surface of the basket is four by four handbreadths 
and it is ten handbreadths above the ground, it is considered a pri-
vate domain. Even though the stick, which is serving as the base for 
this basket, is not four handbreadths wide, since the basket is that 
wide, we consider it as if the sides of the basket descend in a straight 
line. Consequently, a type of pillar of a private domain is formed in 
the public domain.

Our mishna is not in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei, 
son of Rabbi Yehuda, as if it were in accordance with the opinion 
of Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, in a case where the owner 
of the house extended his hand outside and placed an object in  
the basket in the hand of the poor person in the public domain, 
why is he liable? According to his opinion, the basket is considered 
a private domain and he, the owner of the house, is merely carrying 
out from private domain to private domain. This proves that the 
opinion of our mishna is not in accordance with the opinion of 
Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda.

י – ֲאֵחִאים  י ֵזיָאא: ָהא ַמּנִ א ָאַמא ַאּבִ ֶאּלָ
ָעַמד  ֲאֵחִאים אֹוְמִאים:  ַתְנָיא,  ּדְ ִהיאד 
ל – ַחָּייב, ָעַ א ִמּמְ ֹומֹו  ְמ ֹומֹו ְוִ ּבֵ ּבִ
ל  ְוִ ּבֵ ְמ ֹומֹו  ּבִ ָעַמד  טּואד  ּ׳ָ  – ל  ְוִ ּבֵ
י ְמ ֹום  ּבֵ ָחה ַעל ּגַ ֵעיַנן ַהּנָ ַחָּייב? ָהא ּבָ
ּה: ָלא  ַמע ִמיּנָ א ׁשְ א! ֶאּלָ ָעה, ְוֵליּכָ ַאְאּבָ

ָעהד ֵעיַנן ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ ּבָ

ֵעיַנן, ָהא  ָלא ּבָ ָחה הּוא ּדְ ְוִדיְלָמא ַהּנָ
יְלָמא  ּדִ ַנִמי,  ָחה  ְוַהּנָ ֵעיַנן!  ּבָ ֲעִ יָאה 
א ַנִמי  ִאיּכָ ּדְ ָלּה;  ְוִ יּבְ ְנֵ׳יּה  ּכַ יט  ָ׳ׁשֵ ּדְ

ָחה! ַהּנָ

ל  ִ ּבֵ גֹון )ׁשֶ א: ַמְתִניִתין ּכְ י ַאּבָ ָאַמא ַאּבִ
ְטַאְסָ ל,  י  ּבֵ ּגַ ַעל  יַח  ְוִהּנִ ְטַאְסָ ל(,  ּבִ
ָ ָתֵני!  ‘ָידֹו’  ְוָהא  ָחהד  ַהּנָ ַנִמי  א  ִאיּכָ ּדְ

ָידֹוד ּבְ ִני: ְטַאְסָ ל ׁשֶ ּתְ

א  ְאׁשּות ַהָּיִחיד, ֶאּלָ ָהִתיַנח ְטַאְסָ ל ּבִ
ְאׁשּות  ים  ָהַאּבִ ְאׁשּות  ּבִ ׁשֶ ְטַאְסָ ל 

ַהָּיִחיד הּוא!

ְיהּוָדהד  י  ַאּבִ ּבְ יֹוֵסי  י  ַאּבִ ּכְ ָלא  ּדְ ֵליָמא 
י ְיהּוָדה אֹוֵמא:  ַאּבִ י יֹוֵסי ּבְ ַתְנָיא, ַאּבִ ּדְ
ּוְבאֹאׁשֹו  ים  ָהַאּבִ ְאׁשּות  ּבִ ָ ֶנה  ָנַעץ 

יו – ַחָּייבד ּבָ ְטַאְסָ ל, ָזַא  ְוָנח ַעל ּגַ

ט  ׁשַ ּ׳ָ ְיהּוָדה,  י  ַאּבִ ּבְ יֹוֵסי  י  ַאּבִ ּכְ ִאי  ּדְ
ִית ֶאת ָידֹו ַלחּוץ ְוָנַתן ְלתֹוְך  ַעל ַהּבַ ּבַ
ֵמְאׁשּות  ַחָּייב?  אי  ַאּמַ ָעִני,  ל  ׁשֶ ָידֹו 

י ! ַהָּיִחיד ִלְאׁשּות ַהָּיִחיד ָ א ַמּ׳ֵ

l1Basket [teraskal] – ְטַאְסָ ל: The origin of the word is ap-
parently a reordering of the letters of the Greek word 
κάρταλλος, kartallos, meaning a basket with a pointed 
bottom.

language

b1Basket – ְטַאְסָ ל: The ge’onim explained that a teraskal is a 
light, portable table made from braided willow. People ate 
on it outside the home.

background
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The Gemara answers: Even if you say that our mishna is in accor-
dance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, there, 
where we learned that a basket is considered like a private domain, 
was in a case in which the basket was above ten handbreadths off 
the ground. Here, in our mishna, the basket was below ten hand-
breadths off the ground. Even according to the opinion of Rabbi 
Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, in a case where it is below ten hand-
breadths it is not considered a private domain, rather it is part of the 
public domain. Therefore, it is considered carrying out and he is 
liable.

The Gemara comments: Nevertheless, this explanation is difficult 
for Rabbi Abbahu: Was the language taught in the mishna: A 
basket in his hand? His hand, was taught. There is no reason to 
emend the mishna in that way. Rather, Rabbi Abbahu said: The 
mishna here is referring to a case where the poor person lowered 
his hand below three handbreadths off the ground and received 
that object in his hand. Below three handbreadths is considered, in 
all respects, to be appended to the ground and, therefore, a place of 
four by four handbreadths.

The Gemara asks: Didn’t the mishna teach: The poor person stands 
outside? If he is standing, how is it possible that his hand is within 
three handbreadths of the ground? Rabbi Abbahu answered: It is 
describing a case where he is bending down. In that case, his hand 
could be adjacent to the ground even though he is standing. And if 
you wish, say instead that it is possible in a case where the poor 
person is standing in a hole and his hand is adjacent to the ground. 
And if you wish, say instead a different depiction of the situation: 
The mishna is speaking about a case involving a midget [nanas],l2 
whose hands, even when standing, are within three handbreadths 
of the ground.

About all of these Rava said: Did the tanna go to all that trouble in 
an effort to teach us all of these cases?b2 It is difficult to accept that 
the tanna could not find a more conventional manner to explain the 
halakha. Rather, Rava said: The problem must be resolved by es-
tablishing the principle: A person’s hand is considered like four 
by fourh1n2 handbreadths for him. It is true that lifting and placing 
upon a significant place are required. However, even though a sig-
nificant place is normally no less than four handbreadths, the hand 
of a person is significant enough for it to be considered a significant 
place as far as the halakhot of Shabbat are concerned. And, so too, 
when Ravinp1 came from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, he said that 
Rabbi Yoĥanan said: A person’s hand is considered four by four 
handbreadths for him.

ְיהּוָדה,  י  ַאּבִ ּבְ יֹוֵסי  י  ַאּבִ יָמא  ּתֵ ֲאִ׳יּלּו 
ה  ָאה, ָהָכא ְלַמּטָ ָהָתם – ְלַמְעָלה ֵמֲעׂשָ

ָאהד ֵמֲעׂשָ

ָ ָתֵני  ִמי  הּו:  ַאּבָ י  ְלַאּבִ ֵליּה  ָיא  ַ ׁשְ
ָ ָתֵני!  ‘ָידֹו’  ְוָהא  ָידֹו’?  ּבְ ׁשֶ ‘ְטַאְסָ ל 
ל  ְלׁשֵ ִ ּשׁ גוֹן ׁשֶ הּו: ּכְ י ַאּבָ א ָאַמא ַאּבִ ֶאּלָ

ָלהד ה ְוִ ּבְ לֹׁשָ ְ ה ִמׁשּ ָידֹו ְלַמּטָ

ֵעית  ׁשֹוֶחהד ְוִאיּבָ ְוָהא ‘עֹוֵמד’ ָ ָתֵני! ּבְ
ֵאיָמא:  ֵעית  ְוִאיּבָ גּוָמאד  ּבְ ֵאיָמא: 

סד ַנּנָ ּבְ

ְמִעיַנן  ְלַאׁשְ א  ּנָ ּתַ ל  ִאיְכּ׳ַ ָאָבא:  ָאַמא 
ל  ׁשֶ ָידֹו  ָאָבא:  ָאַמא  א  ֶאּלָ ָהֵני?!  ל  ּכָ
ַעל  ָעה  ַאְאּבָ ּכְ לֹו  ֲחׁשּוָבה  ָאָדם 
ָאַמא  ָאִבין  ֲאָתא  י  ּכִ ְוֵכן,  ָעהד  ַאְאּבָ
לֹו  ֲחׁשּוָבה  ָאָדם  ל  ׁשֶ ָידֹו  יֹוָחָנן:  י  ַאּבִ

ָעהד ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ ַאְאּבָ ּכְ

l2Midget [nanas] – ס -From the Greek νᾶνος, nanos, mean :ַנּנָ
ing midget.

language

b2Did the tanna go to all that trouble in an effort to teach us 
all of these cases – ל ָהֵני ְמִעיַנן ּכָ א ְלַאׁשְ ּנָ ל ּתַ  Although the :ִאיְכּ׳ַ
Gemara at times explains the mishna by depicting special 
and rare cases, a fundamental principle or a description 
with wide-ranging application is not usually articulated by 
means of extraordinary situations. In situations of that sort, 
the Gemara asks: Did the tanna go to all that trouble…?

background

n2A person’s hand is considered like four by four – ל ָאָדם  ָידֹו ׁשֶ
ָעה ַאְאּבָ ַעל  ָעה  ַאְאּבָ ּכְ לֹו   Apparently, this is because a :ֲחׁשּוָבה 
hand is the standard conduit for placing and lifting objects in 
a specific place. The hand does not have the requisite area of a 

significant place, the measure of a significant area for placing 
being four by four handbreadths. However, the hand, regardless 
of its size, is also a significant area in the sense of carrying and 
has the legal status of an area of four by four handbreadths.

notes

h1A person’s hand is considered like four by four – ל ָאָדם  ָידֹו ׁשֶ
ָעה ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ ַאְאּבָ  In the halakhot of Shabbat, the :ֲחׁשּוָבה לֹו ּכְ
hand of a person is considered as if it were an area of four 
by four handbreadths. Therefore, one who lifts an object on 
Shabbat from one domain and places it in the hand of a 
person standing in another domain, or one who lifts it from 
the hand of a person who is in one domain and places it in 
a different domain, is liable (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot 
Shabbat 13:2; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 347:1).

halakha

p1Ravin – ָאִבין: An abbreviation of Rabbi Avin, who is called Rabbi 
Bon in the Jerusalem Talmud.

He was the most important of  “those who descended to,”  i.e., 
who went from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, in the third to fourth 
generation of the Babylonian amora’im.

Rabbi Avin was born in Babylonia and emigrated to Eretz Yis-
rael at an early age. There he was able to study Torah from Rabbi 
Yoĥanan, who lived to a very old age. After Rabbi Yoĥanan’s 
death, Ravin studied from his many students. Rabbi Avin 
was appointed to be one of “those who descended,” namely, 
those Sages who were sent to Babylonia to disseminate in-
novative Torah insights from Eretz Yisrael, as well as various 
Eretz Yisrael traditions that were unknown in other lands. Rav 

Dimi was the emissary from Eretz Yisrael before Ravin. How-
ever, Ravin transmitted new and revised formulations of the 
halakhot. Therefore, Ravin is considered an authority and, 
as a rule, the halakha was decided in accordance with his  
opinion.

Ravin returned to Eretz Yisrael several times. There he served 
as the transmitter of the Torah studied in Babylonia. His state-
ments are often cited in the Jerusalem Talmud. We know little 
about his family and the rest of his life. It is known that his father 
died even before he was born, and that his mother died when 
he was born. Some say that his father’s name was also Rabbi 
Avin and that he was named after him. Some believe that the 
Eretz Yisrael amora Rabbi Yosei bar Bon was his son.

Personalities
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Rabbi Avin said that Rabbi Elai said that Rabbi Yoĥanan said: One 
who threw an object and it landed in the hand of another who is in 
a different domain is liable. The Gemara asks: What is he teaching 
us? What halakhic principle is conveyed through this statement? Is it 
that a person’s hand is considered four by four for him? Didn’t 
Rabbi Yoĥanan already say that one time? Why was it necessary to 
repeat it, albeit in a different context? The Gemara answers: It was 
necessary to teach the halakha cited by Rabbi Elai as well, lest you 
say that this, the principle that a person’s hand is significant, applies 
only where he himself deemed his hand significant by lifting or re-
ceiving an object with his hand. However, where he did not deem 
his hand significant, rather the object fell into another’s hand without 
his intention, perhaps the hand is not considered a significant place 
and he would not be liable. Therefore, he teaches us that the hand’s 
significance is absolute and not dependent upon the intention of the 
one initiating the action.

Rabbi Avin said that Rabbi Elai said that Rabbi Yoĥanan said ad-
ditionally: One who stood in his place and received an object that 
was thrown to him from another domain, the one who threw it is li-
able. However, if he moved from his placeh2 and then received the 
object, the one who threw it is exempt. That was also taught in a 
baraita. Aĥerim say: If he stood in his place and received in his hand 
the object that was thrown from another domain, the one who threw 
it is liable. And if he moved from his place and received it, he is 
exempt.

Rabbi Yoĥanan raised a related dilemma: One who threw an object 
from one domain and moved from his place and ran to another 
domain and then received the same object in his hand in the second 
domain, what is his legal status? 

To clarify the matter, the Gemara asks: What is his dilemma?b3 Didn’t 
one person perform a complete act of lifting and placing? Rav Adda 
bar Ahava said: His dilemma was with regard to two forces in one 
person.n3 Rabbi Yoĥanan raised a dilemma with regard to one who 
performs two separate actions rather than one continuous action. Are 
two forces in one person considered like one person, and he is li-
able? Or, perhaps they are considered like two people, and he is 
exempt? This dilemma remains unresolved and therefore, let it stand.

Rabbi Avin said that Rabbi Yoĥanan said: If he brought his hand 
into the courtyard of another and received rainwater that fell at that 
time into his hand and carried it out to another domain, he is liable. 
Rabbi Zeira objects to this: What is the difference to me if his friend 
loaded him with an object, i.e., his friend placed an object in his hand, 
and what is the difference to me if Heaven loaded him with rainwa-
ter? In neither case did he perform an act of lifting. Why then should 
he be liable for carrying out from domain to domain? The Gemara 
answers: Do not say: He received rainwater, indicating that he pas-
sively received the rainwater in his hand. Rather, read: He actively 
gathered rainwater in his hand from the air, which is tantamount to 
lifting. The Gemara asks: In order to become liable, don’t we require 
lifting from atop an area of four handbreadths, and in this case there 
is none? How, therefore, would he be liable? 

Rabbi Ĥiyya, son of Rav Huna, said: It is a case where he gathered 
the rainwater from atop and on the side of the wall, so he lifted it from 
a significant place. Therefore, it is considered an act of lifting, and he 
is liable. The Gemara questions: Atop a wall, too, the rain did not 
come to rest. Rather, it immediately and continuously flowed. If so, 
the lifting was not from the wall at all. The Gemara answers: As Rava 
said in another context that the case involves an inclined wall, here 
too the case involves an inclined wall. The Gemara asks: And where 
was this statement of Rava stated? It was stated with regard to that 
which we learned in a mishna: 

י ֶאיְלַעאי ָאַמא  י ָאִבין ָאַמא ַאּבִ ָאַמא ַאּבִ
ל  תֹוְך ָידֹו ׁשֶ י יֹוָחָנן: ָזַא  ֵחֶ׳ץ ְוָנח ּבְ ַאּבִ
ַמע ָלן –  ֲחֵביאֹו – ַחָּייבד ַמאי ָ א ַמׁשְ
ָעה ַעל  ַאְאּבָ ל ָאָדם ֲחׁשּוָבה לֹו ּכְ ָידֹו ׁשֶ
י יֹוָחָנן ֲחָדא  ָעהד ְוָהא ֲאַמָאּה ַאּבִ ַאְאּבָ
י – ֵהיָכא  ֵתיָמא: ָהֵני ִמיּלֵ ִזיְמָנא! ַמהּו ּדְ
ֵהיָכא  ֲאָבל  ִליֵדיּה,  הּוא  ָבּה  ַאְחׁשְ ּדְ
ָבּה הּוא ִליֵדיּה, ֵאיָמא ָלא,  ָלא ַאְחׁשְ ּדְ

ַמע ָלןד ָ א ַמׁשְ

ֶאיְלַעאי  י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא  ָאִבין  י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא 
ל –  ְמ ֹומֹו ְוִ יּבֵ י יֹוָחָנן: ָעַמד ּבִ ָאַמא ַאּבִ
טּואד  ּ׳ָ  – ל  ְוִ יּבֵ ִמּמְ ֹומֹו  ָעַ א  ַחָּייב, 
ְנָיא ַנִמי ָהִכי, ֲאֵחִאים אֹוְמִאים: ָעַמד  ּתַ
ל – ַחָּייב, ָעַ א ִמּמְ ֹומֹו  ְמ ֹומֹו ְוִ יּבֵ ּבִ

טּואד ל – ּ׳ָ ְוִ יּבֵ

ְוֶנֱעַ א הּוא  ָזַא  ֵחֶ׳ץ  י יֹוָחָנן:  ַאּבִ ֵעי  ּבָ
לֹו, ַמהּו? ִמּמְ ֹומֹו, ְוָחַזא ְוִ יּבְ

א  א ּבַ ֲעָיא ֵליּה? ָאַמא ַאב ַאּדָ ַמאי ָ ִמּבָ
ָ א  ֶאָחד  ָאָדם  ּבְ ּכֹחֹות  ֵני  ׁשְ ַאֲהָבה: 
ָאָדם ֶאָחד –  ֵני ּכֹחֹות ּבְ ֲעָיא ֵליּהד ׁשְ ִמּבָ
יְלָמא  ּדִ ְוַחָּייב, אֹו  ֵמי,  ּדָ ָאָדם ֶאָחד  ּכְ
י ּוד ֵמי, ּוָ׳טּוא? ּתֵ ֵני ָאָדם ּדָ ֵני ּבְ ׁשְ ּכִ

י יֹוָחָנן: ִהְכִניס  י ָאִבין ָאַמא ַאּבִ ָאַמא ַאּבִ
ֵמי  ל  ְוִ יּבֵ ֲחֵביאֹו,  ֲחַצא  ְלתֹוְך  ָידֹו 
ָלּה  ַמְתִ יב  ַחָּייבד   – ְוהֹוִציא  ִמים  ׁשָ ּגְ
י ִהְטִעינֹו ֲחֵביאֹו, ַמה  י ֵזיָאא: ַמה ּלִ ַאּבִ
ָעֵביד  ָלא  ִאיהּו  ַמִים,  ׁשָ ִהְטִעינֹו  י  ּלִ
א  ֶאּלָ ל״  “ִ יּבֵ יָמא  ּתֵ ָלא  ֲעִ יָאה! 
י  ּבֵ ּגַ ֵמַעל  ֲעִ יָאה  ֵעיַנן  ּבָ ְוָהא  “ָ ַלט״ד 

ָעה, ְוֵליּכָא! ְמ ֹום ַאְאּבָ

הּוָנא:  ַאב  ּדְ ֵאיּה  ּבְ ִחָּייא  י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא 
י  ּבֵ י ַהּכֹוֶתלד ַעל ּגַ ּבֵ ַלט ֵמַעל ּגַ ָ ּ גֹון ׁשֶ ּכְ
ְדָאַמא ָאָבא:  ּכֹוֶתל ַנִמי, ְוָהא ָלא ָנח! ּכִ
כֹוֶתל  ּבְ ַנִמי –  ָהָכא  ע,  ְמׁשּוּ׳ָ כֹוֶתל  ּבְ
ָאָבא? ַאָהא,  ַמא ּדְ עד ְוֵהיָכא ִאיּתְ ְמׁשּוּ׳ָ

ְתַנן: ּדִ

NOTES
n1The hand of a person is considered like four by 
four – ָעה ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ ַאְאּבָ ל ָאָדם ֲחׁשּוָבה לֹו ּכְ -Ap :ָידֹו ׁשֶ
parently, this is because that is the standard way of 
placing and lifting objects in a specific place. Al-
though the hand does not have the requisite area 
of a significant place, since the area of four by four 
handbreadths is the measure of a significant area 
for placing, the hand, regardless of its size, is also a 
significant area in that sense and has the legal status 
of an area of four by four handbreadths.

n2Two forces in one person – ָאָדם ֶאָחד ּבְ ֵני ּכֹחֹות   :ׁשְ
According to Rabbeinu Ĥananel’s variant text, some 
explain: Are two forces in one person like two people, 
and the first threw an object so that his friend could 
catch it, and he is liable? Or perhaps they are like one 
person who did two halves of a melakha and they 
do not add up to one complete melakha (Ramban).

HALAKHA
h1The hand of a person is considered like four by 
four – ָעה ָעה ַעל ַאְאּבָ ַאְאּבָ ל ָאָדם ֲחׁשּוָבה לֹו ּכְ  In the :ָידֹו ׁשֶ
halakhot of Shabbat, the hand of a person is consid-
ered as if it was an area of four by four handbreadths. 
Therefore, one who lifts an object on Shabbat from 
one domain and places it in the hand of a person 
standing in another domain, or one who lifts it from 
the hand of a person who is in one domain and 
places it in a different domain, is liable (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:2; Shulĥan Arukh, 
Oraĥ Ĥayyim 347:1).

h2One who stood in his place…he moved from his 
place etc. – ִמּמְ ֹומֹו וכופ ָעַ א  ְמ ֹומֹו…  ּבִ  If one :ָעַמד 
throws an object on Shabbat from one domain to 

another domain, and another person remained in 
his place in that domain and caught the object in 
his hand, the thrower is liable because he placed the 
object in another domain. However, if the second 
person moved from his place and caught the object 
in his hand, the thrower is exempt. This is in accor-
dance with the statement of Rabbi Yoĥanan with 
regard to which there is no dispute (Rambam Sefer 
Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat.13:15).

LANGUAGE
l1Basket [Teraskal] – ְטַאְסָ ל: The origin of the word 
is apparently a reordering of the letters of the Greek 
word kartalos, which is a basket with a pointed bot-
tom.

l2Midget [Nanas] – ס  The origin of the word is in the :ַנּנָ
Greek nanos, meaning midget.

BACKGROUND
b1Teraskal – ְטַאְסָ ל: The ge’onim explained that a ter-
askal is a light, portable table, made from braided 
willow, on which they would eat outside the house.

b2Did the tanna go to all that trouble an effort to 
teach us all these cases? – ְמִעיַנן ְלַאׁשְ א  ּנָ ּתַ ל   ִאיְכּ׳ַ
ל ָהֵני?  Although the Gemara at times explains the :ּכָ
mishna by depicting special and rare cases, a funda-
mental principle or a description with wide-ranging 
application is not usually articulated by means of 
extraordinary situations. With regard to situations of 
that sort, the Gemara asks: Did the tanna go to all 
that trouble…?

b3What is his dilemma? – ?ֲעָיא ֵליּה -This ex :ַמאי ָ ִמּבָ
pression in the Gemara is a question that comes to 
clarify the internal essence of a certain dilemma. 

Frequently, the external problem is, in and of itself, 
clear; however, there is a need to explain the context 
of the dilemma and the general issue that it was 
coming to clarify.

PERSONALITIES
p1Ravin – ָאִבין: An abbreviation of Rabbi Avin, who is 
called Rabbi Bon in the Jerusalem Talmud.

He was the most important of “those who de-
scended,” i.e., who went from Eretz Yisrael to Babylo-
nia, in the third–fourth generation of the Babylonian 
amoraim.

Rabbi Avin was born in Babylonia and emigrated 
to Eretz Yisrael at an early age. There he still managed 
to study Torah from Rabbi Yoĥanan and, after his 
death, from Rabbi Yoĥanan’s many students. Rabbi 
Avin was appointed to be one of “those who de-
scended,” namely, those Sages who were sent to Ba-
bylonia to disseminate innovative Torah insights from 
Eretz Yisrael, as well as various Eretz Yisrael traditions 
that were unknown in other lands. Rav Dimi was the 
emissary from Eretz Yisrael before Ravin. However, 
Ravin transmitted new and revised formulations of 
the laws. Therefore, Ravin is considered an authority 
and, as a rule, the halakha was decided in accordance 
with his opinion.

Ravin returned to Eretz Yisrael several times where 
he served as the transmitter of the Torah studied 
in Babylonia. His statements are often cited in the 
Jerusalem Talmud. We know little about his family 
and the rest of his life. It is known that his father died 
even before he was born, and that his mother died 
when he was born. Some say that his father’s name 
was also Rabbi Avin and that he was named after 
him. Some believe that the Eretz Yisrael amora, Rabbi 
Yosei bar Bon, was his son.

h2One who stood in his place…he moved from his place, 
etc. – ְמ ֹומֹו…ָעַ א ִמּמְ ֹומֹו וכופ -If one throws an ob :ָעַמד ּבִ
ject from one domain to another domain, and the object 
is caught by a person who remained in his place in the 
second domain, the one who threw it is liable because 
he placed the object in another domain. However, if the 
second person moved from his place and caught the 
object in his hand, the one who threw it is exempt. This 
is in accordance with the statement of Rabbi Yoĥanan, 
with regard to which there is no dispute (Rambam Sefer 
Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:15).

halakha

b3What is his dilemma – ֲעָיא ֵליּה  This expression :ַמאי ָ ִמּבָ
in the Gemara is a question that comes to clarify the es-
sence of a certain dilemma. Frequently, the problem is, in 
and of itself, clear. Nevertheless, it is necessary to explain 
the context of the dilemma and the broader issue that it 
comes to clarify.

background

n3Two forces in one person – ָאָדם ֶאָחד ֵני ּכֹחֹות ּבְ -Accord :ׁשְ
ing to Rabbeinu Ĥananel’s variant text, some explain: Are 
two forces in one person considered like two people, in 
the sense that it is considered as if one threw it so the 
other would catch it, and he is liable? Or, perhaps it is 
considered like one person performed each half of the 
prohibited labor independent of the other half and he 
would be exempt (Ramban).

notes
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One who was reading a sacred book in scroll form on Shabbat on an 
elevated, wide threshold and the book rolled from his handh1 outside 
and into the public domain, he may roll it back to himself, since one 
of its ends is still in his hand. However, if he was reading on top the 
roof ,b1 which is a full-fledged private domain, and the book rolled from 
his hand,h2 as long as the edge of the book did not reach ten hand-
breadths above the public domain, the book is still in its own area, and 
he may roll it back to himself. However, once the book has reached 
within ten handbreadths above the public domain, he is prohibited to 
roll it back to himself. In that case, he may only turn it over onto the 
side with writing,n1 so that the writing of the book should face down 
and should not be exposed and degraded. And we discussed this ha-
lakha: Why must he turn it over onto the side with writing, and he is 
prohibited to bring the book back to himself? Didn’t the book not yet 
come to rest upon a defined area in the public domain? Even if he 
brought it back it would not constitute lifting.

And Rava said: It is referring to the case of an inclined wall. Because 
it is inclined, the scroll is resting upon it to some degree. However, that 
answer is not effective in explaining the case of gathering water. Say that 
Rava said that the legal status of the slanted wall is different, specifi-
cally with regard to a book, as it is wont to come to rest upon an in-
clined wall. In contrast, is water wont to come to rest upon an inclined 
wall? It continues flowing. Consequently, the question with regard to 
water remains.

Rather, Rava said: Here, it is referring to a case where he gathered the 
rainwater from on top of a holeh3 filled with water. The Gemara asks: If 
he gathered it from on top of a hole, it is obvious that it is considered 
like lifting from a significant place. The Gemara answers: Lest you say 
that since the water that comes down from the roof into the hole it is 
water on top of water and, perhaps, it is not considered placing. There-
fore, he taught us that collecting water from on top of a hole filled with 
water is considered an act of lifting an object from its placement.

The Gemara comments: And Rava follows his standard line of reason-
ing, as Rava already said: It is obvious to me that water on top of water, 
that is its placement, and lifting the water from there is an act of lifting 
in every sense. It is also obvious that if a nut is floating on top of water, 
that is not considered its placement, and therefore lifting it from there 
is not considered an act of lifting. However, Rava raised a dilemma: In 
a case where a nut is in a vessel, and that vessel is floating on top of 
water,h4 and one lifted the nut from the vessel, is that considered an act 
of lifting? The sides of the dilemma are: Do we go according to the nut 
and the halakha is decided exclusively based on its status, and it is at 
rest in the vessel? Or perhaps, we go according to the vessel and it is 
not at rest, as it is moving from place to place on the surface of the 
water. This dilemma remained unresolved, and therefore let it stand.

ה:
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ה  ָהִאיְס ּוּ׳ָ ַעל  ֵסֶ׳א  ּבְ ָהָיה  ֹוֵאא 
ֶאְצלֹוד  ּגֹוְללֹו  ִמָּידֹו –  ֶ׳א  ַהּסֵ ל  ְלּגֵ ְוִנְתּגַ
ל  ְלּגֵ ְוִנְתּגַ ג  ַהּגַ ֹאאׁש  ּבְ ָהָיה  ֹוֵאא 
ָאה  יַע ְלֲעׂשָ ּלֹא ִהּגִ ֶ׳א ִמָּידֹו, ַעד ׁשֶ ַהּסֵ
יַע  ִהּגִ ֶ ִמּשׁ ֶאְצלֹו,  ּגֹוְללֹו   – ְטָ׳ִחים 
ָתב,  ָאה ְטָ׳ִחים – הֹוְ׳כֹו ַעל ַהּכְ ְלֲעׂשָ
ָתב?  אי הֹוְ׳כֹו ַעל ַהּכְ ּה: ַאּמַ ְוָהֵויַנן ּבָ

ָהא לֹא ָנח!

ֵאימֹוא  עד  ְמׁשּוּ׳ָ כֹוֶתל  ּבְ ָאָבא:  ְוָאַמא 
ָנֵייח,  ּדְ ֲעִביד  ּדַ  – ֵסֶ׳א  ּבְ ָאָבא  ָאַמא  ּדְ

ַמִים ִמי ֲעִביִדי ְדָנְייִחי?!

י  ּבֵ ַלט ֵמַעל ּגַ ָ ּ גֹון ׁשֶ א ָאַמא ָאָבא: ּכְ ֶאּלָ
ֵתיָמא:  ּדְ ַמהּו  יָטא!  ׁשִ ּ׳ְ א,  ּגּוּמָ אד  ּגּוּמָ
ָחה הּוא,  י ַמִים – ָלאו ַהּנָ ּבֵ ּגַ ַמִים ַעל 

ַמע ָלןד ָ א ַמׁשְ

ָאָבא:  ָאַמא  ּדְ ְלַטֲעֵמיּה,  ָאָבא  ְוָאְזָדא 
ָחָתן, ֱאגֹוז  י ַמִים – ַהְיינּו ַהּנָ ּבֵ ַמִים ַעל ּגַ
ֵעי  ָחתֹוד ּבָ י ַמִים – ָלאו ַהְיינּו ַהּנָ ּבֵ ַעל ּגַ
י  ּבֵ ּגַ ַעל  ָצב  ּוְכִלי  ְכִלי,  ּבִ ֱאגֹוז  ָאָבא: 
ָנֵייח,  ְוָהא   – ָאְזִליַנן  ֱאגֹוז  ַתא  ּבָ ַמִים, 
ְוָהא   – ָאְזִליַנן  ִלי  ּכְ ַתא  ּבָ יְלָמא  ּדִ אֹו 

י ּוד ָנֵייד? ּתֵ ָלא ָנֵייח, ּדְ

h1One who was reading a sacred book on a threshold and 
the book rolled from his hand – ה ֵסֶ׳א ַעל ָהִאיְס ּוּ׳ָ  ָהָיה  ֹוֵאא ּבְ
ֶ׳א ִמָּידֹו ל ַהּסֵ ְלּגֵ  In the case of a person on a threshold who :ְוִנְתּגַ
was reading a sacred text written on a scroll and that scroll 
unrolled and landed on a karmelit (Mishna Berura), if one end 
of the scroll remained in his hand, he may roll it back to him. 
That is the ruling even if the threshold was a private domain, i.e., 
four by four handbreadths and ten handbreadths high, and the 
scroll unrolled into a public domain. This was permitted in order 
to prevent disrespect for the sacred text, as explained in tractate 
Eiruvin. However, if the book fell from his hand completely, 
he is permitted to roll it back only if it rolled into a karmelit 
(Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 15:21; Shulĥan Arukh, 
Oraĥ Ĥayyim 352:1).

h2And the book rolled from his hand – ֶ׳א ִמָּידֹו ל ַהּסֵ ְלּגֵ  One :ְוִנְתּגַ

who was reading a book on Shabbat on top of the roof of a 
private domain, and the book rolled from his hand into the 
public domain, if one end of the scroll did not yet reach within 
ten handbreadths of the ground of the public domain and the 
other edge of the scroll is still in his hand, he is permitted to roll 
it back to where he is sitting. However, if it reached within ten 
handbreadths of the ground of the public domain, if the wall 
was slanted and the scroll was somewhat resting upon it, and it 
was a place frequented by the general public (Magen Avraham), 
it is prohibited to roll the book back to where he is sitting. This 
is in accordance with the explanation of Rava and according to 
Tosafot (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 15:21; Shulĥan 
Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 352:2).

h3He gathered from on top of a hole – א י ּגּוּמָ ּבֵ ַלט ֵמַעל ּגַ ָ ּ  One :ׁשֶ
who is standing in one domain and extends his hand into 

another domain and takes water from on top of a hole filled 
with water and brings it back to him, is liable, since all of the 
water is considered as if it were placed on the ground. Therefore, 
it conforms to the typical manner of lifting and placing, as 
per the conclusion of Rava (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot 
Shabbat 13:4).

h4A nut in a vessel and that vessel is floating on top of water – 
י ַמִים וכופ ּבֵ ּגַ ְכִלי, ּוְכִלי ָצב ַעל   One who lifts a fruit that was :ֱאגֹוז ּבִ
placed in a vessel floating on water is exempt because a floating 
object is not considered to be at rest and picking it up does not 
constitute halakhic lifting. This is all the more true if he lifted the 
vessel which itself was floating on the water. Although the matter 
remained unresolved, in a situation of uncertainty like this one, 
the practical ruling is that he is exempt (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, 
Hilkhot Shabbat 13:4).

halakha

b1Book on top of the roof – ג אֹאׁש ַהּגַ :ֵסֶ׳א ּבְ

Book that rolled when read on top of a roof

background

n1He may only turn it over onto the side with writing – 
ָתב  One reason given is that this prevents :הֹוְ׳כֹו ַעל ַהּכְ
dust from accumulating on the uncovered letters. An-
other is that when the writing is exposed, there is an 
element of disrespect for the sacred text (Rashi).

notes



 24 Perek I . 5b . :׳א  אפ דב ה 

A similar dilemma was raised with regard to oil that was floating 
on top of wine.h5 Oil does not mix with wine. Rather, it floats on 
top of it in a separate layer. Resolution of this dilemma is depen-
dent on a dispute between Rabbi Yoĥanan ben Nuri and the 
Rabbis. Is oil considered a discrete entity placed on the wine? Or, 
perhaps it is considered to be connected to the wine? As we 
learned in a mishna: Oil that was floating on top of wine and 
one who immersed himself during the dayb2 touched the oil,n2 
he disqualified only the oil alone and not the wine, as he only 
touched the oil and the oil does not render the wine impure. And 
Rabbi Yoĥanan ben Nuri says: They both are considered con-
nected to each other, and therefore they are both rendered im-
pure through the same contact. The consideration of whether the 
oil and the wine are considered connected is the determining 
factor with regard to the laws of Shabbat as well.

Rabbi Avin said that Rabbi Elai said that Rabbi Yoĥanan said: 
One who was standing in the private domain or the public domain 
laden with food and drinks on Shabbat, and his intention was to 
carry them to another corner of the same domain, if once he be-
gan walking he changed his mind and exited that domain, and he 
enters and exits from domain to domain, even if he does so all 
day long,h6 he is exempt by Torah law for carrying out on Shabbat 
until he stands still. Moving the object is not considered carrying 
out, since he did not intend from the outset to move himself in 
order to carry out. Therefore, only after he stands still can it be 
considered a bona fide placement, and only when he subsequent-
ly moves and walks would he incur liability.

Abaye added and said: And that is specifically if he stopped to 
rest; then it is considered placement. However, if he stopped to 
adjust his burden, it is not considered placement. The Gemara 
comments: From where did Abaye arrive at this conclusion? 
From that which the Master said with regard to the laws of car-
rying in the public domain: Although, by Torah law, one who 
transfers an object four cubits in the public domain is liable, if 
while transferring the object he stopped to rest within four cu-
bits, he is exempt. By stopping to rest, he performed an act of 
placement in the middle of the transfer. As a result, he did not 
carry the object four complete cubits. However, if he stopped to 
adjust the burden on his shoulders, he is liable,h7 as stopping in 
order to adjust his burden is not considered an act of placement. 
It is considered an action required to facilitate the continued car-
rying of that burden. On the other hand, after he walked beyond 
four cubits, if he stopped to rest, he thereby performed an act of 
placement and completed the prohibited labor, and he is liable; 
if he stopped to adjust the burden on his shoulders, he is exempt. 
From this halakha, Abaye learned that only when one stops to rest 
is it considered an act of placement in terms of the prohibited 
labor of carrying on Shabbat.

י  י ַיִין – ַמֲחלֹוֶ ת ַאּבִ ּבֵ ב ַעל ּגַ ּצָ ֶמן ׁשֶ ׁשֶ
ב  ּצָ ׁשֶ ֶמן  ׁשֶ ְתַנן:  ּדִ ַנןד  ְוַאּבָ ן נּוִאי  ּבֶ יֹוָחָנן 
ֶמן –  ֶ ּשׁ ַיִין – ְוָנַגע ְטבּול יֹום ּבַ י  ּבֵ ּגַ ַעל 
י יֹוָחָנן  ְלַבד, ַאּבִ ֶמן ּבִ א ׁשֶ ַסל ֶאּלָ לֹא ּ׳ָ
ֶזה  ִאים  ְמחּוּבָ ֵניֶהם  ׁשְ אֹוֵמא:  נּוִאי  ן  ּבֶ

ָלֶזהד

י ֶאיְלַעאי ָאַמא  י ָאִבין ָאַמא ַאּבִ ָאַמא ַאּבִ
ִ ין  י יֹוָחָנן: ָהָיה ָטעּון אֹוָכִלים ּוַמׁשְ ַאּבִ
ֵאינֹו   – ּכּוּלֹו  ַהּיֹום  ל  ּכָ ְויֹוֵצא  ְוִנְכָנס 

ַּיֲעמֹודד ַחָּייב ַעד ׁשֶ

ָל׳ּוׁשד  ָעַמד  ׁשֶ ְוהּוא  ֵיי:  ַאּבַ ָאַמא 
ע ַאּמֹות  ָאַמא ָמא: ּתֹוְך ַאְאּבָ אי – ִמּדְ ִמּמַ
ב – ַחָּייבד חּוץ  טּוא, ְלַכּתֵ ָעַמד ָל׳ּוׁש ּ׳ָ
ַחָּייב,   – ָל׳ּוׁש  ָעַמד  ַאּמֹות,  ע  ְלַאְאּבָ

טּואד ב – ּ׳ָ ְלַכּתֵ

h5Oil that was floating on top of wine – ַיִין י  ּבֵ ּגַ ב ַעל  ּצָ ֶמן ׁשֶ  If :ׁשֶ
one who immersed himself during the day touched oil float-
ing on top of wine, he did not, thereby, disqualify the wine, as 
per the opinion of the Rabbis (Rambam Sefer Tahara, Hilkhot 
Tumat Okhlin 8:3).

h6One who was laden with food and drinks and he enters 
and exits all day long – ְויֹוֵצא ְוִנְכָנס  ִ ין  ּוַמׁשְ  ָהָיה ָטעּון אֹוָכִלים 
ל ַהּיֹום ּכּוּלֹו  One who was carrying objects on his body from :ּכָ

domain to domain is only liable if he comes to a stop and, 
thereby, performs an act of placing. Even when he stops, he is 
only liable if he stopped to rest. But, if he stopped to adjust his 
burden, he is exempt, as per the statement of Rabbi Yoĥanan 
and the explanation of Abaye (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot  
Shabbat 13:8).

h7If he stopped to rest within four cubits, he is exempt, if 
he stopped to adjust the burden on his shoulders, he is 

liable – ב ַחָּייב טּוא, ְלַכּתֵ ּ׳ָ ע ַאּמֹות ָעַמד ָל׳ּוׁש   One who :ּתֹוְך ַאְאּבָ
lifted an object in the public domain and carried it there, if 
he stopped to rest within four cubits of the place where he 
lifted the object, he is exempt, since he did not carry the object 
four complete cubits. If he stopped to adjust his burden, he is 
considered to still be walking. Therefore, if he subsequently 
continued to walk and came to a stop beyond four cubits 
in order to rest, he is liable (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot  
Shabbat 13:10).

halakha

b2One who immersed himself during the day – ְטבּול יֹום: When 
one who became ritually impure immerses himself, a vestigial 
impurity remains until sunset. During this interval he renders 
liquids with which he comes into contact ritually impure. How-
ever, those liquids do not render other items ritually impure.

background

n2Oil that was floating on top of wine and one who immersed 
himself during the day touched the oil – י ַיִין ּבֵ ב ַעל ּגַ ּצָ ֶמן ׁשֶ  ׁשֶ
ֶמן ֶ ּשׁ  The central problem with regard to oil atop :ְוָנַגע ְטבּול יֹום ּבַ
wine is: Are these two liquids connected to the extent that 
they are considered one entity? Or, are they considered two 
separate entities, one atop the other? In every case of contact 
with impurity there is room, in principle, to raise this question. 
However, the halakha is that a liquid that becomes impure 
through any means immediately assumes first-degree ritual 
impurity status and renders other liquids that come into con-
tact with it impure. As a result, one who immersed himself dur-
ing the day was mentioned because it is an exceptional case, 
as liquids that he touches do not generate further impurity.

notes
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With regard to the essence of Rabbi Yoĥanan’s halakha about enter-
ing and exiting all day long, the Gemara asks: What principle is he 
teaching usn3 with this halakha? Is it to teach that one is exempt from 
bringing a sin-offering for performing the prohibited labor of car-
rying out on Shabbat when the lifting of the object from its place 
from the first moment was not for that purpose of carrying out, 
but for another purpose? Didn’t Rabbi Yoĥanan already say it 
once?b3 As Rav Safra said that Rabbi Ami said that Rabbi Yoĥanan 
said: One who transfers objects from corner to cornerh8 in a pri-
vate domain, and, while carrying them, he changed his mind about 
them and took them out to the public domain, he is exempt be-
cause the lifting at the first moment was not for that purpose of 
carrying out to another domain. Why, then, was it necessary to re-
peat the same halakha? The Gemara answers: They are different 
amora’imb4 who transmitted this matter. One Sage said it in this 
language and one Sage said it in that language. They chose differ-
ent halakhot to relate the principle that Rabbi Yoĥanan stated a 
single time.

Since the issue of interruptions in the performance of the prohib-
ited labor of carrying out was mentioned above, the Gemara pro-
ceeds to discuss a more complex related issue. The Sages taught in 
a baraita: One who carries an object out from a store, which is a 
private domain, to a plaza [pelatia],l1b5 which is a public domain, by 
way of a colonnade [setav],l2 which is situated between the store 
and the public domain and whose legal status is that of a karmelit, 
is liable, as he carried out from the private domain to the public 
domain. And ben Azzai deems him exempt.

The Gemara clarifies the opinions. Granted, the opinion of ben 
Azzai makes sense, as he holds that walking is considered like 
standing. In other words, with each step, he is considered as if he 
came to a complete stop. Therefore, as he walked through the colon-
nade, which is neither a public domain nor a private domain, he 
came to rest there. Consequently, he did not carry from a private 
domain to a public domain; he carried into and out of a karmelit. 
However, the Rabbis, although they hold that walking is not 
considered like standing, their opinion is difficult. Where do we 
find a comparable case where one is liable? There is no direct 
transfer from domain to domain. The transfer is via a domain where 
there is no Torah prohibition. Where do we find that the Torah 
deemed one who carried out in that manner liable? 

Rav Safra said that Rabbi Ami said that Rabbi Yoĥanan said: That 
is not an exceptional case, 

ָהְיָתה  ּלֹא  ׁשֶ  – ָלן  ַמע  ַמׁשְ ָ א  ַמאי 
ָהא  ְלָכְך,  ִאאׁשֹוָנה  ָעה  ָ ִמּשׁ ֲעִ יָאה 
ָאַמא  י יֹוָחָנן ֲחָדא ִזיְמָנא! ּדְ ֲאַמָאּה ַאּבִ
י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא  ַאִמי  י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא  ָסְ׳ָאא  ַאב 
ֲעִביא ֲחָ׳ִצים ִמָּזִוית ְלָזִוית,  יֹוָחָנן: ַהּמַ
ּלֹא  טּוא, ׁשֶ ְוִנְמַלְך ֲעֵליֶהן ְוהֹוִציָאן – ּ׳ָ
ָעה ִאאׁשֹוָנה ְלָכְך!  ָ ָהְיָתה ֲעִ יָאה ִמּשׁ
ַהאי  ּבְ ָלּה  ָאַמא  ָמא  ִניְנהּו,  ָאמֹוָאֵאי 
ָנאד ַהאי ִליׁשָ ָנא, ּוַמא ָאַמא ָלּה ּבְ ִליׁשָ

ַלְטָיא  ַנן : ַהּמֹוִציא ֵמֲחנּות ַלּ׳ְ ַאּבָ נּו  ּתָ
ֶאְך ְסָטיו – ַחָּייב, ּוֶבן ַעַּזאי ּ׳ֹוֵטאד ּדֶ

ְך  ְמַהּלֵ ָ ָסַבא:   – ַעַּזאי  ן  ּבֶ ָלָמא  ׁשְ ּבִ
ַנִמי  ְנִהי  ַנן,  ַאּבָ א  ֶאּלָ ָדֵמיד  עֹוֵמד  ּכְ
ֵמי,  ּדָ עֹוֵמד  ּכְ ָלאו  ְך  ְמַהּלֵ ָ ָסְבִאי  ּדְ
ְווָנא  ּגַ ַהאי  ּכְ ְחָנא  ּכַ ַאׁשְ ֵהיָכא 

ַחָּייב? ּדְ

ָאַמא  ַאִמי  י  ַאּבִ ָאַמא  ָסְ׳ָאא  ַאב  ָאַמא 
י יֹוָחָנן: ַאּבִ

NOTES
n1He may only turn it over onto the side with writ-
ing – ָתב  One reason given is that this :הֹוְ׳כֹו ַעל ַהּכְ
prevents dust from accumulating on the uncovered 
letters. Another is that when the writing is exposed, 
there is an element of disrespect for the sacred book 
(Rashi).

n2Oil that was floating on top of wine and one who 
immersed himself during the day touched the oil – 
ֶמן ֶ ּשׁ ּבַ ְוָנַגע ְטבּול יֹום  ַיִין –  י  ּבֵ ּגַ ב ַעל  ּצָ ׁשֶ ֶמן   The central :ׁשֶ
problem with the oil atop the wine is: Are these two 
liquids connected in the sense that they are consid-
ered as one entity? Or are they considered two sepa-
rate entities, one on top of the other? In every case 
of contact with impurity there is room, in principle, 
to raise this question. However, the halakha is that a 
liquid that becomes impure through any means im-
mediately assumes first degree ritual impurity status 
and renders other liquids that touch it impure. As a 
result, one who immersed himself during the day 
was mentioned because it is an exceptional case, 
as liquids that he touches do not generate further 
impurity.

n3What is he teaching us – ַמע ָלן -Ostensi :ַמאי ָ א ַמׁשְ
bly, it would have been possible to say that he was 
teaching us, at least in the first halakha, that walk-
ing is not considered like standing, contrary to the 
opinion of Ben Azzai. However, that was apparently 
not his intention, since, based upon its style, that 
does not appear to be the focus of Rabbi Yoĥanan’s 
statement, rather the impression is that it came up 
incidentally (Ĥiddushei Rav Aryeh Leib Zunz).

HALAKHA
h1One who was reading a book on the threshold 
and the book rolled from his hand – ָהָיה  ֹוֵאא 
ֶ׳א ִמָּידֹו ל ַהּסֵ ְלּגֵ ְוִנְתּגַ ה  ֵסֶ׳א ַעל ָהִאיְס ּוּ׳ָ  A person on :ּבְ
a threshold who was reading a sacred text written 
on a scroll and that scroll unfurled away from him 
and landed on a karmelit (Mishna Berura), if the one 
end of the scroll remained in his hand, he may roll it 
back to him. That is the ruling even if the threshold 
was a private domain, i.e., four by four handbreadths 
and ten handbreadths high, and the scroll unfurled 
into a public domain. This was permitted in order to 
prevent disrespect for the sacred text, as explained 
in tractate Eiruvin. However, if the book fell from 
his hand completely, he is permitted only to roll it 
back only if it rolled into a karmelit (Rambam Sefer 
Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 15:21; Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ 
Ĥayyim 352:1).

h2And the book rolled from his hand – ֶ׳א ל ַהּסֵ ְלּגֵ  ְוִנְתּגַ
 One who was reading a book on Shabbat on top :ִמָּידֹו
of the roof of a private domain, and the book rolled 
from his hand into the public domain, if one end of 
the scroll did not yet reach within ten handbreadths 
of the ground of the public domain and the other 
edge of the scroll is still in his hand, he is permit-
ted to roll it back to where he is sitting. However, if 
it reached within ten handbreadths of the ground 
of the public domain, if the wall was slanted and 

the scroll was somewhat resting upon it, and it was 
a place frequented by the general public (Magen 
Avraham), he is prohibited from rolling the book back 
to where he is sitting. This is in accordance with the 
explanation of Rava and according to Tosafot (Ram-
bam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 15:21; Shulĥan 
Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 352:2).

h3He gathered from on top of a hole – ַלט ֵמַעל ָ ּ  ׁשֶ
א ּגּוּמָ י  ּבֵ  One who is standing in one domain and :ּגַ
extends his hand into another domain and takes 
water from on top of a hole filled with water and 
brings it back to him, is liable, since all of the wa-
ter is considered as if it was placed on the ground. 
Therefore, it conforms to the typical manner of lifting 
and placing, as per the conclusion of Rava (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:4 and Sefer Tahara, 
Hilkhot Tum’at Okhlin 8:3).

h4A nut in a vessel and the vessel is floating etc. – 
י ַמִים וכופ ּבֵ ְכִלי, ּוְכִלי ָצב ַעל ּגַ  One who lifts a fruit :ֱאגֹוז ּבִ
that was placed in a vessel floating on water and, all 
the more so, if he lifted the vessel itself which was 
floating on the water, since a floating object is not 
considered to be at rest, it is not considered lifting, 
and he is exempt. Although the matter remained 
unresolved, in a situation of uncertainty like this one, 
the practical ruling is that he is exempt (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:4 and Sefer Tahara, 
Hilkhot Tum’at Okhlin 8:3).

h5Oil that was floating on top of wine – ב ַעל ּצָ ֶמן ׁשֶ  ׁשֶ
ַיִין י  ּבֵ  ,Oil that is floating on top of wine and one :ּגַ
who immersed himself during the day, touches the 
oil, he does not, thereby, disqualify the wine, as per 
the opinion of the Rabbis (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, 
Hilkhot Shabbat 13:4 and Sefer Tahara, Hilkhot Tum’at 
Okhlin 8:3.

h6One who was laden with food and drinks and he 
enters and exits all day – ין ִ ּוַמׁשְ  ָהָיה ָטעּון אֹוָכִלים 
ל ַהּיֹום ּכּוּלֹו -One who was carrying ob :ְוִנְכָנס ְויֹוֵצא ּכָ
jects on his body from domain to domain is only 
liable if he comes to a stop and thereby performs an 
act of placing. Even when he stops, he is only liable 
if he stopped to rest, but if he stopped to adjust his 
burden, he is exempt, as per the statement of Rabbi 
Yoĥanan and the explanation of Abaye (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:8).

h7If he stood to rest within four cubits, he is exempt, 
if he stood to adjust the burden on his shoulders, 
he is liable – – ב טּוא, ְלַכּתֵ ע ַאּמֹות ָעַמד ָל׳ּוׁש ּ׳ָ  ּתֹוְך ַאְאּבָ
 One who lifted an object in the public domain :ַחָּייב
and carried it there, if he stopped to rest within four 
cubits of the place where he lifted the object, he is 
exempt, since he did not carry the object four com-
plete cubits. If he stopped to adjust his burden, he 
is considered to still be walking. If he subsequently 
continued to walk and came to a stop beyond four 
cubits in order to rest, he is liable. However, he does 
not become liable unless he went beyond four cu-
bits with his load and rested there (Rambam Sefer 
Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:10).

h8One who transfers objects from corner to corner – 
ֲעִביא ֲחָ׳ִצים ִמָּזִוית ְלָזִוית  One who was transferring :ַהּמַ
an object within his house and, while carrying it, he 
reconsidered and carried it out to the public domain, 

he is exempt. Since his original intention was not 
to lift the object in order to carry it out, he did not 
perform the complete prohibited labor (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:2).

LANGUAGE
l1Plaza [pelatia] – ַלְטָיא  The origin of the word is in :ּ׳ְ
the Greek pelatia, and its meaning, a street, plaza.

l2Colonnade [setav] – ְסָטיו: The origin of the word is 
in the Greek setavia and its meaning is primarily, a 
covered row of columns.

BACKGROUND
b1A book on top of the roof – ג אֹאׁש ַהּגַ ֵסֶ׳א ּבְ

b2One who immersed himself during the day – ְטבּול 
 When one who became ritually impure later :יֹום
immerses himself, a vestigial impurity remains un-
til sunset. During that interval, he renders liquids, 
with which he comes into contact, impure. How-
ever, those liquids do not render other items ritually 
impure.

b3Didn’t Rabbi Yoĥanan say it once – י ַאּבִ  ָהא ֲאַמָאּה 
 This common expression: Didn’t he :יֹוָחָנן ֲחָדא ִזיְמָנא
say it once, points to the problem when the same 
idea is articulated twice by one Sage. Obviously, a 
Sage can repeat the same idea several times; how-
ever, that is only when this repetition is intentional. 
That is not the case when the same idea appears in 
two different formulations. Then the impression is 
that the Sage was unaware of his other statement 
and repeated himself unconsciously.

b4They are different amora’im – ָאמֹוָאֵאי ִניְנהּו: This ex-
pression usually, though not always, indicates that 
two Sages transmitted one idea in two different 
forms. Usually, this appears in response to the ques-
tion: Didn’t he say it once.

b5Pelatia – ַלְטָיא  The pelatia is the city square through :ּ׳ְ
which the public passes and in which they gather. 
It is a prominent example of a full-fledged public 
domain, in which all the conditions of the public 
domain are met.
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n3What is he teaching us – ַמע ָלן  Ostensibly, it :ַמאי ָ א ַמׁשְ
would have been possible to say that he is teaching us, at 
least in the first halakha, that walking is not considered like 
standing, contrary to the opinion of ben Azzai. However, that 
was apparently not his intention, since, based upon its style, 
that does not appear to be the focus of Rabbi Yoĥanan’s 
statement. Rather, the impression is that it was raised inci-
dentally (Ĥiddushei Rav Arye Leib Zunz).

notes

b3Didn’t Rabbi Yoĥanan say it once – י יֹוָחָנן ֲחָדא  ָהא ֲאַמָאּה ַאּבִ
-This common expression: Didn’t he say it once, ques :ִזיְמָנא
tions why it was necessary for a Sage to repeat a statement. 
Obviously, a Sage can repeat the same idea several times. 
However, that is only when this repetition is intentional. 
That is not the case when the same idea appears in two 
different formulations. Then the impression is that the Sage 
was unaware of his other statement and repeated himself 
unconsciously.

b4They are different amora’im – ָאמֹוָאֵאי ִניְנהּו: This expression 
usually, though not always, indicates that two Sages trans-
mitted one idea in two different forms. Usually, this appears 
in response to the question: Didn’t he say it once?

b5Plaza – ַלְטָיא  The pelatia is the city square through which :ּ׳ְ
the public passes and in which it gathers. It is a prominent 
example of a full-fledged public domain, in which all the 
conditions of the public domain are met.

background

h8One who transfers objects from corner to corner – ֲעִביא  ַהּמַ
 One who was transferring an object within :ֲחָ׳ִצים ִמָּזִוית ְלָזִוית
his house and, while carrying it, reconsidered and carried 
it out to the public domain, is exempt. Since his original 
intention was not to lift the object in order to carry it out, 
he did not perform a complete prohibited labor (Rambam 
Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Shabbat 13:12).

halakha

l1Plaza [pelatia] – ַלְטָיא  ,From the Greek πλατεῖα, plateia :ּ׳ְ
meaning a street or a plaza.

l2Colonnade [setav] – ְסָטיו: From the Greek στοά or στοιά, 
stoa or stoia. These words primarily mean a covered row 
of columns.

language

Forum in Pompeii, from the time of the Mishna


