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Some words in a Federation email recently caught my eye – because they resonated 
with something I’ve been thinking about a lot lately: leaving a legacy. When I am in this 
building, I feel the spirit of those who came before us, many of whom are now gone and 
some who sit among you. The names on the building, the names on the plaques, the 
faces in this crowd: they left a legacy. Since before I knew what it meant, hearing “l’dor 
v’dor” on a Saturday morning stirred something inside me.  

So what were these mysterious words in the Federation email?   

Our greatest responsibility is to be good ancestors. (Jonas Salk) 

Jonas Salk was the son of Russian Jewish immigrants. Like many of us, he was born 
elsewhere (in New York); he was born to an immigrant family; he settled eventually in 
San Diego.  Like many of us, he thought about the future and what it holds for our 
children, grandchildren, and beyond. 

So, what does this mean? And why am I talking about it now? 

If I’ve learned anything over the last 2 ½ years as your president, it is that sustaining a 
synagogue is a labor of love. It is not always easy. It isn’t even always rewarding – at 
least not immediately. When you are dragging your kid to Hebrew school, or dragging 
yourself to services after a long week, or reluctantly signing up to volunteer – because 
Gloria won’t take no for an answer!, it feels a lot more like labor than it does like love! 
You might event think why do we do this at all? Perhaps it’s an outdated model of 
community, irrelevant in 2018? 

But then I think about how I feel by the end of Friday night service I didn’t feel like 
attending. I feel more peaceful, I feel more content, I remember why I am so grateful for 
this place and for all of you.  
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Or I get an email from Shari or Terry – about our Caring Committee coming together to 
put holiday packages together for our elderly members or welcome packages for our 
new members!  

Or I see someone new walk into a service and I’m not at the door to greet them – but 
you are. And I see how you greet them – like they belong here. We want people to feel 
like they belong here – because we feel like we belong here. Because when a person 
stops by after a few months of not stopping by, we remember their name and welcome 
them back.  

When we each came to Ner Tamid, we found what we were looking for and – to be 
good ancestors, it’s up to us to ensure that the next generations of Jews coming up that 
hill find what we found: Jewish community. 

When we participate in a Fix It Day, or contribute to a Building Fund drive, or drive our 
kids to Hebrew school, or participate in the food drive, we are working on our collective 
legacy – a place where people can come and feel welcome, and feel Jewish, and feel the 
love, support, and passion of thousands of years of Jews before them.  

When we SHOW UP – to make a shiva minyan, to visit someone who is sick, to extend a 
kind welcome to a new person, or attend a potluck with our signature dish everyone is 
happy you brought – we are living Torah, we are creating our collective legacy. We are 
ensuring that these values: of Jewish ethics, of Torah live through us and onto 
generations to come. You’re heard me say it over and over: We are connecting Jews to 
Torah and to Each Other. 

The last 6 months has raised a lot of questions about who we are. Since I can’t think of 
anything more quintessentially Jewish than questioning, I’m not surprised! With Rabbi 
Caine moving on, it gave us opportunity to step back and realize that Ner Tamid is ALL of 
us. While choosing the right rabbi for us is important and we are hard at work on that 
process –which you’ll see much more of once High Holy Days are complete – we moved 
through the shock/grief/panic/concern/whatever you felt on June 30 – and realized 
99.5% of us are still here! And what makes Ner Tamid unique is you. 

We are:  

• Unpretentious 
• A place to find community, an extended family.  
• A place to learn Torah   
• A place that teaches our children what it means to be passionate Jews.  
• A place we adults can learn too 
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• A place filled with poker and mahjong players – and a place that finds a way to 
weave that into our identity! 

• A place that is inclusive and relishes the diversity in our histories that brought us 
here 

• A place that cherishes tradition but likes to mix it up and experiment sometimes 
(not always successfully) 

• A place where people off all ages hang out together because at our core we are 
one big havurah 

We are Ner Tamid. This is a legacy worth continuing. This is a place to keep building our 
collective legacy. 

Now I will turn to the demonstration part of the evening – if you would please look in 
your folder you will find some stickers. I think you will find they stick right on those 
cards we handed you when you came in earlier. You may also find they want to stick 
toward the higher dollar amounts… 

As has become our tradition, anyone who donates the magic $613 or more will be 
invited to our donor dinner, tentatively scheduled for Sunday, October 21.   

If $613 isn’t your magic number, then please contribute what you can. Last year, I was 
overwhelmed by the number of families who participated – so many first time Kol Nidrei 
pledges. When we all contribute even a little, we can do amazing things.  

We might not all cure polio like Jonas Salk, but we can take his advice and become good 
ancestors. Todah rabbah. 
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