
A MESSAGE FROM RABBI WEINSTEIN 
On August 21, 1790, 227 years ago, George Washington wrote to the Jewish community 

of Newport, Rhode Island: 

"...the Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to 

persecution no assistance, requires only that they who live under its protection should 

demean themselves as good citizens in giving it on all occasions their effectual support... 

May the [Jewish people] who dwell in this land continue to merit and enjoy the good will 

of the other inhabitants- while every one shall sit safely under his own vine and fig tree 

and there shall be none to make him afraid."   

My friends, I have taken the last days to fully comprehend the world in which we 

live.  This past Shabbat was a horrific day in America, in our Commonwealth, and in our 

hearts.  Charlottesville was the site of a neo-Nazi, Alt-"Reich", White Nationalist, Ku Klux 

Klan rally. Their only purpose was to spread hatred, fear, and bigotry.  Their slogans were 

certain, inciting hate with purpose:  

"You will not replace us.  Jew will not replace us." 

Let us be honest and call this what it was- domestic terrorism, with radical white 

supremacy at its core.  Our BST Community is built on both liberal and conservative 

values, yet always of Jewish values.  This is not an issue of partisan politics.  This is an 

issue of moral indignation.  Not a political issue, we have heard strong voices of 

condemnation from both Republican and Democratic alike.  There has been a shocking 

inability, from the very top, to condemn this white nationalist hate which has led to our 

national pain. 

Time and again, over the last eighteen months, you have heard me state that the 

bandage has been torn off, permission has been given, and hate has reared its ugly 

face.  Hate has glared, and hate has risen, attacking the Other- African Americans, 

Muslims, LGBTQ, women, and most notably for us, Jews- all Americans.  This is not right 

and this is not appropriate.  Hate is wrong.  

The last year has given rise to a return to a "grander" time.  We must not give permission 

to idolize a time in nostalgia, when America denied equality, civil rights, and freedom to 

all individual Americans. Judaism has taught us to fight for social justice.  President 

Washington supported us in that right, lending to us the voice of all our founding fathers.  

Friends, we cannot sit complacent; we shall not be afraid.  It is in these times when we, 

the Jewish community, stand together as one. When the morals and values of our 

America are tested, we share our voice in unity. Over the past years, we, at Beth Sholom 

Temple, have worked hard to create a safe place and a secure environment in our 

congregational home.  Please know that we are here to support you.  

Join us this Friday evening, as we come together for our Family Service and Community 

dinner.  We come together to share our ideals; we come together to live as Jews.  We 

hope to see you Friday at 6:30, standing tall and proud in this America we love.  

- Rabbi Michael Weinstein 
  

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
As we absorb the events in Charlottesville this weekend, our shock at the tragedy is 

amplified because this occurred so close to our home.  Members of our temple have 

family, including college students, and many friends in Charlottesville.   

We also want to assure you that the rise in the anti-Semitism highlighted by this 

weekend’s events reminds us to carefully monitor our own security.  David Coman, our 

former President of the Board of Directors, implemented significant improvements in our 

physical security in the past year.  Additionally, our local law enforcement officials have 

always been conscious of issues and potential threats and we expect to see an increased 

police presence as we continue our liaison with them. 

Please be safe and vigilant, but don’t live in fear.  Channel your energy to be a voice and 

an example of Jewish values in these discomforting times. 

- Robert Jobrack, President, Board of Directors 
  

 


