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President’s Message 
The top ten things about BST for which I, as 
President of the Board and a Jew living in Fred-
ericksburg, am most grateful: 
 

10. A team of true professionals and para-
professionals who work with our lay leadership, 
our religious school teachers, and our lay lead-
ers, guiding and complementing their work, 
making our High Holy Day services beautiful 
and engaging, developing programs for Jews 
by choice, and much more.  We are especially 
excited to be welcoming a student Rabbi who 
will be with us one weekend per month in the 
coming year.   

 

9.VYBS, keeping our teens engaged with Jewish life and with each other 
after B’nai Mitzvah and through high school graduation.  This program is 
led by two of the most dedicated women I have ever known.  We are so 
lucky to have them working with our teens, and so lucky to have such 
wonderful teens to keep our lives, mmm, interesting. 
 

8.The best office manager a Temple could possibly want, who so capably 
produces our weekly announcements and the materials that support our 
Erev Shabbat and Shabbat services, keeps us connected to the local 
Sherriff’s office, while overseeing all the usual office business.  Hooray 
and thanks to Margaret. 
 

7. The Western Wall.  An olive grove (ok, an olive tree, not even a real 
one, but the effect was truly grove-like).  The Golan Heights (aka, the hill 
above the parking lot).  Hippie Moses.  We are blessed to have incredible, 
and incredibly inventive, religious school leadership.   
 

6. Add to that the extraordinary Hebrew education offered by our stellar 
team of Hebrew teachers and Torah tutors.  Our students are superbly 
prepared for B’nai Mitzvah.   
 

5. Friday-night dinners, Passover Seders, event catering,  Bagel Bar.  Say 
it again: Bagel Bar.  Can someone please pass the cream cheese.    
 

4.We have a dedicated Caring Committee that works to ensure that mem-
bers of the Congregation are taken care of, in whatever way they need, 
when they’re sick or otherwise suffering.  It is delicate work, accomplished 
very capably by committee leadership and the whole team that makes up 
the Caring Committee.  Matzah-ball soup, anyone?. 
 

3.We are also blessed to have so many Board members and others, 
some former Board members, some future members (you know who you 
are!), who give of their time and talent so generously, keeping things on 
track (and keeping the tracks in ship shape).  It takes a stetl to run a shul,  
 

Continued on page 6 
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The Case for a Minyan 
 

Jewish tradition requires a minyan 
(quorum) for public prayer.  Ten 
Jewish adults need to be present for 
the main parts of a service (Bar’chu, 
Amidah, Kaddish), for reading from 
the Torah and Prophets, and for 
offering certain blessings.  In fact, 
the presence of a rabbi is not essen-
tial to hold a prayer service (as well 
we know here in Fredericksburg!); 
we only just need to be ten regular 
folks.  It is said that "nine rabbis do 
not constitute a minyan, but ten cob-
blers can".   

(continued on page 8) 
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ELUL:  FIRST STEPS + SHOFAR BLASTS  
SHEMA: HEARING THE STILL, SMALL VOICE 

 

Shema is not only one of the least understood words in Torah, according to Rabbi Jona-
than Sacks, it’s actually untranslatable.  Shema means many things: to hear, to heed, to 
listen, to pay attention, to understand, to reflect, to internalize and to respond.  (Note: 
it DOES NOT mean obey.  As Rabbi Sacks points out, there is no ancient Hebrew word 
in the entire Torah that translates to “obey”.) Reflect on this for just a moment. Did you 
hear that? The Still Small Voice whispering: Shema.   
 

Rabbis Sacks suggests that when we encounter a word in any language that is untrans-
latable into our own, we are close to the beating pulse of that culture. At the most basic 
level, Shema represents that aspect of Judaism that made it unique, most radical and 
unheard of in its day: that God cannot be seen. HaShem can only be heard. 

And doesn’t it really sound like Moses is trying to get a point across TO US before the end of the Torah?  Maybe it’s 
because this most important verb is the key to our relationships with both God and our fellow humans – in fact, I’d 
suggest that it’s key to our relationship with all of God’s Creation – LISTEN!! SHEMA!! (Have you ever sat still in the 
forest or by a babbling brook or on the seashore or gazing at a sunrise or sunset or have you ever internalized the 
crack of thunder following the lightening and listened with all your heart, and all your soul and with all your might, 
even if just for the briefest of moments? Then you know what I’m talking about!  You’ve TRULY heard the Still 
Small Voice!) HaShem can only be heard when we SHEMA!, listen for the “Still Small Voice” as Elijah taught. 
 

The Rabbis teach that listening is a profoundly spiritual act. It can also be painful. It is comfortable not to have to lis-
ten, not to be challenged, not to be moved outside our comfort zone. So, I challenge each of us to leave here today 
and commit to taking the next step, perhaps even what we might call a quantum leap. Listening is, as Moses instruct-
ed, at the very heart of our relationship with God and by extension all of God’s Creation. We must ע ַ֖ מ   Shema to שְׁ
connect, we must connect to care, we must care to commit to joining with HaShem as partners in the on-going work 
of creating a Tikkun Olam, a healed and whole world… by listening to one person at a time and by listening for the 
Still Small Voice… SHEMA!  
 

Tekiah!  The Hebrew calendar alerts us that the month of Elul, which precedes Rosh HaShannah, is a time to pre-
pare ourselves for the upcoming HHDs, it’s time to start listening, to awakening and to finding, moving beyond and 
getting outside our comfort zone, because as Neale Donald Walsch wrote: “Growth begins at the end of our comfort 
zone.”  Regardless of what is behind us, the future holds tremendous promise, if we but heed, hearken, listen… May 
we find, by committing ourselves to deeply embracing this mitzvah of Shema…  Shema-ing to the blasts of the Sho-
far… Shema-ing to our fellow human beings… and Shema-ing for the Still Small Voice that is within and all around 
us… may we find and touch the Oneness that unites us with all humanity, indeed with all of HaShem ’s Creation and 
then devote ourselves to making the world a better place, to working to create a Tikkun Olam, a more whole, peace-
ful and unified world 

Excerpted from D’var Torah on Parshat Eikev by Mike Haas, available on our blog. 
Special thanks to Mike Haas for creating a shofar blast we can hear each morning during Elul.  

Walking the Embrey Dam Trail to welcome Rosh 
Chodesh Elul  

(Photo by Alan Mindlin) 

Join temple mem-
bers preparing for 
this year’s High Holy 
Days by reading this 
provocative book by 
Rabbi Alan Lew.  
We’ll discuss it at 
7:00 pm on Satur-
day, Sept.17 before 
the S’lichot service. 

https://www.bstva.org/bstblog?post_id=1352154
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S’LICHOT 
 

Saturday, September 17  
Please join us at 7:00 pm to discuss This is 
Real and You Are Completely Unprepared, a 
book about getting ready for the Days of 
Awe by Rabbi Alan Lew.   
 
At 8:00 pm, join us for Havdallah followed by 
a S’lichot Service 
 
EREV ROSH HASHANAH 
 

Sunday, September 25, 7:30 pm 
 
ROSH HASHANAH, DAY 1 
 

Monday, September 26  
10:00 am Morning Service 
 

3:00 pm Learn about the shofar with Mike 
Haas.   
 

3:30 pm Children’s Service (City Dock) 
 

4:00 pm Tashlich (City Dock) 
 
ROSH HASHANAH, DAY 2 
 

Tuesday, September 27  
10:00 am Morning Service 

 
EREV YOM KIPPUR 
 

Tuesday, October 4 
7:30 pm Kol Nidre Service 

 
YOM KIPPUR 
 

Wednesday, October 5 
 

10:00 am Morning Service 
 

12:30 pm Study Session 
 

3:00 pm Afternoon Service, followed by 
Yizkor and N’ilah 
 

6:00 pm Break-the-Fast 
 
BUILD THE SUKKAH 
Sunday, October 9, 9:00 am—Noon 
Join the fun as we put up our Sukkah and 
decorate with art made by students in the 
Religious School.  If you can, please bring 
branches from your trees to place on top. 
 
SUKKOT PICNIC 
Saturday, October 15, 6:00 pm—Join  
Student Rabbi Jacobsen and VYBS for Hav-
dallah, followed by a pot-luck picnic under 
the stars 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5783 
MESSAGE FROM CANTOR WENDY 
SHERMET 

 

Dear Beth Sholom community: 
 

I am excited and honored to return for High 
Holiday services this fall.  For this third Yanim 
Noraim experience with all of you, it is my hope 
that we may be able to worship together on 
site in greater numbers than in the past two 
years.  However, whether you feel comfortable 
in the sanctuary or prefer online services, it is 
my privilege to share this time with you. 

 

I would like to thank in advance the many congregants who assist in the 
preparation of and volunteer in these services.  If you receive a phone 
call asking you to read a selection, or chant Torah, or open the Ark, we 
all hope you will say 'yes'!  And if you have children, or grandchildren, or 
friends' children (!), please come to the Tashlich and childrens' services 
on the afternoon of Rosh Hashana Day 1.  And bring your pets!  Finally, 
sing along during services.  Music is birthright of us all. 
 

L'hitraot - we will meet, pray and celebrate together very soon. 
 

Cantor Wendy Shermet 

HIGH HOLY DAY FOOD DRIVE 
This holy day season, please do what you can to help those in our com-
munity who are struggling to feed their families.  Starting now and contin-
uing through Simchat Torah, please bring non-perishable food to donate 
to the Fredericksburg Regional Food Bank.  Monetary donations are also 
welcome.  

 
 
From Pirkei Avot  2:21:  
“You are not obligated 
to complete the work, 
but neither are you free 
to desist from it.” 

Alexander Bootah-Martin (photo by Alan Mindlin) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You Can, Too!   
 

To order your own 
shofar, contact the 
temple office by 
September 9.  Pric-
es begin at $20. 
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TRAVEL TO ISRAEL  2021-2022 

PANDEMIC?  

WE’VE GOT THIS! 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAYS (In-Person Learning), 
9:00am—Noon 
 

9:00 am—10:30 Littlest Learners thru 2nd 
Graders 
 

9:00-10:00 Hebrew Classes 
 

10:00-10:30 —Break 
 

10:30-Noon—Judaic Studies  (Grades 3-7) 
 

9:00-12 BAGEL BAR (Open to All!) 
 
 
WEDNESDAYS (Virtual Learning*) 
 

6:30—7:30 pm Hebrew School 
 

* Specific classes (although not individual 
students) may have a different arrangement. 
 
 
HEBREW SCHOOL TEACHERS 
 

Alef—Allan Grady 
 

Bet—Margot Sell 
 

Gimel—Avi Bouland 
 

Dalet—Edie Evans 
 

Hay / B’ Mitzvah Coordinator—Rob 
Jobrack 

JUDAIC STUDIES TEACHERS 
 

Avi Bouland  
 

Deborah Snyder 
 

Torah Tots—Amy Rhoderick, + Francesca 
Hein 
 

Grades 1 + 2 (Little Learners)—Robin 
Javinsky, Toby  
Levin, Rachel Green 
 
 

MUSIC 
 

Jonathan Levin 
 
 

It’s hard to believe summer is winding down and the kids are back in 

school!  Now, our attention turns from sand, sun and swimming pools to 

the High Holidays, colorful leaves, pumpkin spice and of course - Reli-

gious School. 
 

To that end we wanted to remind you the first day of Hebrew School (Alef-

Hay)  is Wednesday, September 7.  Our first day of Sunday Hebrew and 

Judaic Studies will be Sunday September 11. Wednesday night Hebrew 

will remain virtual (please no applause, just throw money, or at least Star-

bucks gift cards).  Sundays will be in-person. 
 

This year we are excited to announce Student Rabbi Ora Jacobsen will be 

joining us on select Sundays.  She is a student at Hebrew Union College 

in New York.  We are also happy to have Cantor Wendy Shermet back 

with us.  Cantor has led High Holiday services and shared her talents and 

knowledge of Judaism with our students for the last couple of years. 
 

We are very happy to say Torah Tots will return this year! After a two year 

hiatus, Miss Amy will be back to help our youngest ones begin their jour-

ney in Judaism.  If you have a child age 3 to K, please contact the Princi-

pal to sign them up. 
 

This year The Little Learners (Grades 1 & 2) will be focusing on the Alef 

Bet and increasing Hebrew word knowledge and prayers.  We will learn 

some of our Jewish values like Tzedekah and Feeding the Hungry.  There 

will also be the addition of Torah lessons.  As always, we will celebrate 

our Holidays and participate in whole school Israel travels.  
 

Both of these groups will join together each week for T’filah, a time of 

prayer, Jewish music and a story as well as other surprises.   
 

Last year, our older students (Grades 3-7)  went on a virtual journey to 

Israel during Judaic Studies.  We “visited” places like the Western Wall, 

an olive grove and the Dead Sea.  The journey will continue this year with 

some new and exciting experiences!  This group will also participate in 

T’filah and learn about Jewish values through study of Torah, Nevi’im 

(The Prophets) and Ketuvim (The Writings). 
 

Please note, we will be requiring at the minimum, a signed payment 

agreement in order for your child to participate in religious school this 

year.  This is in addition to the requirement of a temple membership in 

good standing.  As always, it is our policy not to let finances stand in the 

way of a Jewish education.  Should you be in need of financial assistance, 

please contact Treasurer Ellen Grady treasurer@bstva.org to work out a 

confidential plan.  In order to facilitate a smooth first in-person day, please 

print the form you should have received in an email from me and have it 

filled out when you arrive.  If you need to work out a financial arrange-

ment, please email Ellen beforehand.  She will also be available on Sun-

day, September 11, the first in-person day. 
 

We look forward to another fun and exciting year of Jewish learning.  As 

always, if you have questions or concerns, please contact Principal Jim 

Javinsky at school@bstva.org   

L’ Shalom, 
 

Jim and Robin Javinsky 

mailto:treasurer@bstva.org
mailto:school@bstva.org
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programs 
(From the President continued from page 1) 
 

and we’re lucky to have had, and to have, so many dedicat-
ed members to fill these important roles. 
 

2. Our lay leaders, the generous handful of members who 
have not only stepped up to ensure that we continue to offer 
Erev Shabbat and Shabbat services week in and week out, 
but who have worked to improve and refine their services 
over time—and to the Torah readers, sermonizers, 
D’varists, musical serenaders, audio-visual mavens, greet-
ers, oneg hosts, and others who have worked tirelessly to 
support our lay-led services.  A special shout out to the Rit-
ual Committee, which has come back to life these past few 
years to help guide our ritual experience, and to those sup-
port our memorial programs and funerals. 
 

1.  The incredible spirit of generosity of our members, 
topped off by the determination to step up to help those in 
need—including some of late who have had really consider-
able need.  You know who you are.  You give generously 
when financial support is needed, you lead and participate 
in our various social action initiatives, and you show up to 
help out when asked, in whatever ways you can.  
 

I am truly moved by the sense of purpose, creativity, empa-
thy, and by the all around can-do spirit of the “small but 
mighty” BST community.  May our shared gratitude for the 
many blessings of our Congregation provide the basis to 
strengthen our bonds and bring peace and joy to our fami-
lies, our community, and the greater world around us. 
 

— Jonathan Levin 
 
 

SURVEY SAYS ... 
 

Actually, we want to hear what YOU think!   
 

In the coming weeks, board members will be call-
ing every member household.  We'd like to see 
how everyone is doing, tell them some of what 
we have planned for the coming year, and do a 
brief survey about their experiences with Beth 
Sholom Temple.  We're looking forward to recon-
necting and hearing what you have to say, and 
also whether we can expect you for HHD ser-
vices in person or via Zoom.   
 

Your voice is important, so if we leave a mes-
sage, please do call back. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SUKKOT DINNER AND MOVIE (adult themes) 
Sunday, October 9, 5:30 pm 
 

We’re planning an Israeli feast, with falafel and shawarma 
followed by a screening of  Ushpizin, an Israeli film with 
subtitles.  It is a sweet and warm story about a newly Or-
thodox couple who are childless and very poor, who need 
to build a sukkah.  An unexpected gift of money could be 
the answer.  The couple is visited by a pair of escaped 
convicts, one of whom knew Moshe in his earlier, non-
religious life. The convicts become their guests (ushpizin) 
in the sukkah, creating many conflicts and straining Moshe 
and Mali's relationship.  Watch for more details! 
 
 

HANUKAH FAIR 
Sunday, December 4, 9 am—1 pm. 
 

We are inviting vendors to sell their crafts for holiday 
gifts.  This is always a fun event, and we’ll welcome its 
return after the years of pandemic. 
 

A DOORWAY TO HEROISM 
BOOK TALK WITH RABBI 
JACK ROMBERG 
Sunday, November 13, 4:00 pm 
 
Rabbi Jack Romberg, once a 
student rabbi for BST, has writ-
ten a book about his uncle who 
was both a WWI hero for Ger-
many and then a WW2 hero for 
the US.  Jack will talk about his 
research into his amazing family 
story, how Uncle Richard stood 
up to the Nazis, and talk about 
the history of this time.   
 
The book can be purchased at 

Amazon (or Barnes and Noble.   
 

We will welcome Jack with a Wine and Nibbles reception 
at 4:00, and he will happily autography your book after his 
presentation. 

MARJORIE KORMAN SCHUTT 
BOOK GROUP 
 

Our next book is Two She-Bears by Meir Shalev; 
we’ll meet in the Sukkah at BST on October 23 at 
6:00pm for a pot-luck dinner and discussion.   
 

This group has been meeting for over ten years 
to discuss books with Jewish themes / authors.  
Although Beth Falk (our facilitator all these years) 
has left for a two-year stint in Morocco, we love 
this too much to let it go!  We are taking turns to 
choose a book and host a gathering: 
MKS Book Group Signup  
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukkot#Ushpizzin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukkah
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-KQGr-aNgy-8aQr5ugGGM4xcTVckC7rORSIqMRZubqc/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-KQGr-aNgy-8aQr5ugGGM4xcTVckC7rORSIqMRZubqc/edit


KOL YONAH 

http://www.bstva.org  

September 2022 Page 7  

 

programs 

 

NEW SOCIAL GROUPS FORMING AT BETH SHOLOM 
 
 
Are you looking for connection with other 
Jewish families outside of Religious 
School and holiday activities?  We 
thought so! 
 

The Finlayson, Loftis and Rose Families 
have volunteered to help make this con-
nection, organizing events and activities  
that are not necessarily Temple-based or 
focusing on holidays.  As an example, 
there are plans in the works for a hayride 
and pumpkin picking in October.   
 

All families with children, from babies to 
preteens, are invited to participate and to 
come up with ideas and plans.   
 

If you'd like to receive more information or 
join the group, please email Ronda Young 
(community@bstva.org). 
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Viv Wolf, Sid Snitkin and Lou Berman 
have offered to start a group that would 
organize gatherings, trip and events.  
These might be a get-together in 
someone’s home, going to a show, or 
bringing in speakers.  Some suggestions 
have been a golf outing, game night, tak-
ing a group to a movie or show.  
 

They welcome your ideas on what types 
of gatherings, trips, events, would engage 
our members.   All are welcome to join in.   
 
If you'd like to receive more information or 
join the group, please email communi-
ty@bstva.org. 

ROSH CHODESH 
 

The pandemic had us longing to connect, and during those isolated 
times some of us met on Zoom  on Rosh Chodesh (the New Moon). We 
used this minor Jewish holiday as an occasion to check in with one an-
other, talk about plans for the coming month, and sometimes study 
something together.  Traditionally thought of as women’s holiday, we’ve 
taken an un-gendered approach.   
 

This past week, we gathered to in-person to welcome the Jewish month 
of Elul, which came in just as Shabbat ended.  This was special, and 
we’re planning to continue celebrating each new month outside, discov-
ering new places each month. 
 
The next lunar month (Tishrei) coincides with Rosh Hashanah, and we 
can gather after the evening service on Sunday, September 25 in the 
Memorial Garden to say the prayer for the new moon.  If you are inter-
ested in receiving updates on these monthly events, please contact 
Sabina Weitzman (religiouslife@bstva.org). 
 

 

HAVDALAH with STUDENT RABBI JACOBSEN 
 
Saturday, September 10, 7:00-8:00 pm 
Join us for Havdalah and meet our new Student Rabbi, Ora Jacobsen.  Please bring a 
dessert to share and we’ll serve the drinks, including the adult kind.  This is an infor-
mal gathering to introduce ourselves and help Student Rabbi Jacobsen get a feel for 
who we are at Beth Sholom Temple.   
 
We hope you will join us! 

Andi Smith and Clara Camber make Havdalah  
before Rosh Chodesh Elul 

(photo by Alan Mindlin) 

mailto:community@bstva.org?subject=New%20Programs%20at%20BST
mailto:community@bstva.org
mailto:community@bstva.org
mailto:religiouslife@bstva.org?subject=Rosh%20Chodesh
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RITUAL NEWS 

(MINYAN from page 1) 
 

Small groups for study and individual prayer – these are not discour-
aged, but there is a recognition that something special happens when 
we gather in at least double-digit numbers.  Our sages believed that 
wherever ten Israelites are assembled, either for worship or study, 
the Divine Presence dwells among  them. 
 

Our numbers at BST’s Shabbat services sometimes don’t get to 10.  
We count faces on the Zoom screen.  We count our Torah scrolls and 
students on the cusp of Jewish adulthood.  And we typically proceed 
with the prayer service, recognizing that there are other congregations 
one or two people short and we join with them in spirit.  We do this for 
people who have journeyed to our sanctuary to celebrate Shabbat , to  
hear the Torah chanted and the teaching prepared by the service 
leader, and this is meaningful to those present.  It can feel intimate, 
and less formal, and that can be pleasant.  But the minyan—it’s how 
we’re meant to create something more than the sum of its parts.  
Something divine. 
 

One of the many ways this concept of minyan is beautiful is that it 
makes us ask “Where is the one who always sat there?”  It allows us 
to see who’s in the sanctuary, and just as importantly, who isn’t.  We 
see that we need others.  We see that showing up for others—those 
wishing to say kaddish, for example—means something special could 
happen that might not happen were it not for the fact that we are pre-
sent.  Sometimes just showing up is enough, each person’s presence 
is enough, for the magic that happens when enough of us do. 
 

-Sabina Weitzman 

ONEG 
SHABBAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of the things we’ve missed during the pandemic 
was gathering after a Friday night service, visiting with 
old friends and introducing ourselves to new ones over 
challah and a nosh.  
 
We rely on our members to provide the challah, wine 
and other refreshments; this is actually the only obliga-
tion all our members share.  Hosting an Oneg Shabbat 
can be as elaborate or simple as you like, but it’s im-
portant to have things ready to go before the start of the 
service.  If you have questions about what’s involved in 
hosting, please contact the temple office. 
 
Sign up here to host an Oneg in the coming weeks.   

FAMILY SERVICES 
 

“Where are the kids?” 
 

When we started to hold in person 
Shabbat services after the worst of the 
pandemic, longtime member Ronda 
Young noticed there were no families 
with children in the sanctuary. She 
stepped in to design and lead these 
special services each month: 
 

Family Service—1st Friday at 7:00 
On the first Friday of every month our 
service starts earlier, uses a special 
prayer book, has musicians, features a 
story and is generally less than an hour 
long.  It’s a lovely opportunity for people 
of any age to welcome Shabbat togeth-
er! 
 

Tot Shabbat—3rd Friday at 6:30 
This sweet celebration takes place be-
fore Erev Shabbat services and is 
geared for our youngest members and 
friends.   
 

Thank you, Rabbi Ronda, for reaching 
out to our young families members who 
have responded enthusiastically to 
these services.  Thank you to the gen-
erous members who purchased new 
Mishkan T’filah for Youth prayer books. 

 

ZOOM OPTION 
 

We are committed to making all 
worship services available on 
Zoom, allowing members and 
guests to isolate as they see fit 
during the pandemic.  
 

We are indebted to Jim Javinsky 
for our set-up in the sanctuary, 
and Larry Wilson for the library 
connection.  Here are links to 
join: 
Evening Services 
 

Morning Services 

 

TORAH STUDY 
 

Join Larry Wilson and Allan 
Grady every Shabbat at noon 
for Torah Study.  Actually, the 
current passion is studying the 
texts of the Hebrew Prophets 
and Writings of the Tanach.  
The group is on a deep dive 
through the Book of Ezra.  Join 
their lively discussion in person 
(BST Library) or on Zoom (thank 
you, Larry!  Torah Study 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e45acaa28a4fe3-oneg
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/435464501?pwd=ZUJsdlUvaTE3UzNPcnk5aEpaWXFKUT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/404889603?pwd=TlJCaXBTSXZYUHBrU0NHZ1NzdFNQdz09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/404889603?pwd=TlJCaXBTSXZYUHBrU0NHZ1NzdFNQdz09#success
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Adult Hebrew – It’s rated א 
 

If for some reason your childhood was deprived of mandatory twice-weekly Hebrew 
school attendance, you should know that it’s never too late to experience the misery 
magic. Beth Sholom Temple’s Adult Hebrew class starts up again this fall, and you’re 
all invited.  
 

It’s not a conversational Hebrew class, so you won't necessarily be able to carry on a 
fluent conversation in Israel with what you learn in this course. Instead, we use the 
“Hebrew Through Prayer” curriculum – similar to the books our kiddos use in Sunday 
school – to teach adults how to read and write enough Hebrew so they can follow 
along in our Shabbat services and even lead them. The kids do the curriculum in four 
years, and then move on to a bar or bat mitzvah. Our adults do it in two years and 
can also pursue a bar or bat mitzvah if they want. 
 

We meet on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., starting September 20. We follow 
the regular Religious School calendar, so we break for the winter holidays as well as 
for summer. During the first semester, which includes the fall and a few weeks in 
January, students learn to read and write the Hebrew letters and vowels.  
 

The following three semesters, the books focus on the prayers that make up our 
Shabbat service. Students practice reading them, learning to recognize vocabulary 
words and the roots of those words – so they’ll know what it is they’re saying. Lots of 
our adults travel for work and have busy family schedules, so it’s not unusual for 
them to miss a class here and there. The schedule, provided in advance, allows 
them to keep on top of the work. 
The cost to attend is $50/semester for temple members and $75/semester for non-
members. That covers the cost of all your books and other materials. Once you’ve 
paid for your books, they’re yours to keep. So if you feel like you fell behind at some 
point and you want to come back and take that semester over again at some point in 
the future, you don’t have to pay again -- just show up with your books! 
 

If you’re interested or have questions, please contact Edie Evans at gatore-
die@yahoo.com. 
 

Temple members in action 

SOCIAL ACTION 
A big thank you to all who donated items for School Dressing Days host-
ed by our interfaith partners and to those who helped Empower House 
recover from the tragic fire at their location. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! 
 

OUR ONGOING PARTNER PROJECTS: 
PANERA BREAD DOUGH-NATION 
Help our friends at Micah. Pick up breads and treats at the Panera 
near temple, 24 S Gateway Dr, on a Tuesday night.  Deliver the items 
right after pick up or the next morning to the Micah Respite House in 
downtown Fredericksburg.   Click here to sign up 
 

FOOD BANK SUPPORT  
Help at the Fredericsksburg Area Food Bank’s info table at the visitor 
center during First Friday  
Friday, Sept 2 4:30pm to approximately 9:30pm  
Wear orange (the color of hunger) 
Contact ssherrill@fredfood.org or 540-371-7666 ext 147 for more info. 
 

POTENTIAL NEW WORK WITH HIAS( Hebrew Immigrant Aid Socie-
ty): WELCOMING THE STRANGER 
From offering your professional services pro bono, to translating docu-
ments for asylum seekers, to setting up furniture in a newcomer’s apart-
ment, HIAS offers myriad ways to be involved in the work of welcoming 
the stranger. 
 
 

OUTREACH 
COMMITTEE 
 
 

Beth Sholom is committed to 
serving people interested in 
learning more about Judaism, 
and to helping those who choose 
to convert.   
 

The Outreach Committee is the 
first point of contact, answering 
questions and suggesting re-
sources to consult.  The commit-
tee hosts monthly meetings for 
those in the process of convert-
ing.  We are fortunate to have 
Rabbi Bruce Aft to guide each 
individual along a self-paced 
learning path. 
 

If you or someone you know is 
interested in finding out more, 
please contact Ruth Golmant 
(rgolmant@verizon.net) 
 

CARING  
COMMITTEE 
 

The Caring Committee of Beth Sholom 
is focused on supporting our members 
in good times and bad,  Here’s some of 
what these members do: 
 

 Wishing our members mazel tov at 
birthdays and anniversaries  

 Delivering homemade matzah ball 
soup to those who are sick  

 Calling to check on people who’ve 
been ill 

 Organizing shivah minyans 

 Visiting members in the hospital 

 Maintaining a list of those in need 
of healing whose names are read 
out during Shabbat services 

 

If you’re interested in doing this im-
portant work, contact Maeve Sell 
(bstcaringcommittee@gmail.com)  
Contact the temple office if you know of 
a member in need of assistance. 

mailto:gatoredie@yahoo.com?subject=Adult%20Hebrew%20Class
mailto:gatoredie@yahoo.com?subject=Adult%20Hebrew%20Class
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e45acaa28a4fe3-panera
mailto:ssherrill@fredfood.org
mailto:bstcaringcommittee@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 
 
 

1 
Elul 5 

2 
Elul 6 
 

7:00  
Family Shab-
bat Service 

3 
Elul 7 
 

10:00 am  
Shabbat Morning  
Service  
Noon  
Torah Study  

4  

Elul 8 

5  

Elul 9 
 

 

6  

Elul 10 
 

 

7  

Elul 11 
 
6:30 pm 
Hebrew School  

8  

Elul 12 

9  

Elul 13 
STUDENT 
RABBI  
 

6:30 pm  
Torah Tots 
Service 
 

7:30 pm  
Erev Shabbat 
Service 

10  

Elul 14 
STUDENT RABBI 
 

10:00 am  
Shabbat Morning 
Service 
 

Noon  
Torah Study 
 
7:00 pm 
Havdalah with  
Student Rabbi 

11  

Elul 15 
STUDENT  
RABBI 
 
9:00 am-Noon 
Religious 
School 
 
10:00 am 
VYBS Meeting 
 
 
  

12  

Elul 16 

13 
Elul 17 

14 
Elul 18 
 
6:30 pm 
Hebrew School  

15 
Elul 19 

16 
Elul 20 
 

7:30 pm  
Erev Shabbat 
Service 

17 
Elul 21 
 

10:00 am  
Shabbat Morning  
Service  
Noon  
Torah Study  
 

7:00 Selichot 
Study 
Book Discussion 
 
8:00 Selichot  

18 
Elul 22 
 
9:00 am-Noon 
Religious 
School 
 

19 
Elul 23 
 
7:30pm 
Board of Di-
rectors Meet-
ing 

 

20 
Elul 24 

21 
Elul 25 
 
6:30 pm 
Hebrew School  

22 
Elul 26 

 

23 
Elul 27 
 

7:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Ser-
vice 

24 
Elul 28 
 

10:00 am  
Shabbat Morning 
Service 
 

Noon  
Torah Study 

25 
Elul 29 
 

7:30 pm 
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah  
Service 
 

26 
Tishrei 1 
 

10:00 am Rosh 
Hashanah 
Morning Ser-
vice Day 1 
 

At City Dock: 
3:00 Shofar 
Lesson 
3:30 RH Chil-
dren’s Service 
4:00 Tashlich 

27 
Tishrei 2 

28 
Tishrei 3 
 
6:30 pm 
Hebrew School  

29 
Tishrei 4 

30 
Tishrei 5 
 

7:30 pm Erev 
Shabbat Ser-
vice 

 

September 2022 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
09/21   Roberta & Joseph DeSanto (7th)  
09/23   Steve Robertson & Vivian Wolf (38th) 

SISTERHOOD IS BACK! 
Please come to a kick-off meeting on Sunday, September 11 at 12:30 pm in the So-
cial Hall.  This is an opportunity for new and future members to reimagine what an or-
ganization of Jewish women in Fredericksburg looks like. 
 
Lunch will be provided.  Please contact Michelle Swanson (dinkfish@aol.com) to 
RSVP.   

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
09/01   Jonathan Licata 
09/01   Chris Cordes 
09/01   Cindy Green 
09/02   Sabina Weitzman 
09/02   Benjamin Safren 
09/03   Mark Hudjohn 
09/03   Rachel Safren 
09/03   Jody Silverberg 
09/05   Kevin Riley 
09/06   Kane England 

09/08   Sage Edelman 
09/08   Hudson Malin 
09/09   Jonathan Lewis 
09/09   Ayalla Renan 
09/10   Karen Pearlman 
09/12   James Swanson 
09/13   Joan C. Turco-Rangel 
09/15   Ariana Proctor 
09/16   Jacob Licata 
09/17   Eyal Fierst 
09/18   Erica Levin 

09/20   Sid Snitkin 
09/20   Marjorie Berman 
09/23   Connie Nystrom 
09/23   William England 
09/24   Carrie Allahut 
09/25   Michael Pearlman 
09/25   Riva Proctor 
09/26   Adam Fried 
09/29   Alexander Haas 
09/30   Benjamin Camber 

How dynamic is Beth Sholom Temple for a congregation of just over 100 families ?  In interactions 
with congregational leaders through chat rooms, national organizations, and friends around the 
country we can get a sense of how other congregations are faring these days.  It’s safe to say we 
have an astounding level of activity for a small congregation with no full-time clergy.   
Here’s some things for consideration: 

We’ve had no full-time clergy since June 10th, 2018 yet with one exception we’ve NEVER 
MISSED A PUBLIC SHABBAT MORNING OR EVENING SERVICE in over four years. 
We’ve done services for holidays and programs for other events, sometimes with guest 
Rabbis and Cantors, sometimes on our own. 

We’ve reinvented our Religious Studies Program to challenge and excite students WITHOUT 
A CLASSROOM.  We’ve had a Western Wall in the social hall, and a Dead Sea in the lob-
by. 

Thanks to VYBS we’ve maintained the Jewish identity and relationships with a bunch of teen-
agers isolated by COVID  

We’ve delivered warm clothes to cold people, food to hungry people and hospitality to refu-
gees.  EVERY SINGLE WEEK we do something to help the greater community. 

We’ve maintained Torah study, a book club and adult learning series to keep us engaged 
We’ve taken care of our members who are sick or infirm with a deliberate, well-organized ef-

fort to ease suffering.  As a community we’ve buried Jewish dead -- members and others -
- with dignity and sympathy in accordance with our traditions 

We’ve deliberately reached out to communities that often feel marginalized by organized reli-
gions to explain who we are, and that Judaism will welcome them  

We’ve SAFELY AND SECURELY maintained a physical structure to house our Torah Scrolls, 
our sanctuary, and our library.  Our building is, once again, becoming a social gathering 
place. 

We’re WILLING TO EXPERIMENT and to re-energize things that have gone dormant, like Tot 
Shabbat and engaging a student rabbi 

Are we awesome?  No: we have shortcomings, and we can do more.  But we should never forget 
that Beth Sholom is a vibrant, dynamic, and exciting congregation.  As past president Tiina Ro-
drigue said, we are TINY BUT MIGHTY. 

-Rob Jobrack 
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Board of Directors    

President Jonathan Levin Recording Secretary Laura Rosenthal 

VP Admin Larry Wilson Corresponding Secretary Robert Miller 

VP Finance Laraine Whitcomb Sisterhood President (open) 

VP Community Life and Activi-
ties 

Ronda Young Treasurer Ellen Grady 

VP Religious Life and Educa-
tion 

Sabina Weitzman At-Large Board Members: 
Michael Camber, David Coman, 
Alan Mindlin, Tiina Rodrigue 

BETH SHOLOM TEMPLE 
805 Lyons Blvd. 
Fredericksburg, VA  22406 
540-373-4834 
http://www.bstva.org 
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