
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 25, 2021 

Dear BST family, 
 

It is hard to believe that the High Holy Days are just around the corner!  Many have been hard at work, 
especially since the holidays are so early this year, planning for what I am sure will be a joyful and moving 
experience, led again by Cantor Wendy Shermet. 
 

Since my family and I moved to Fredericksburg eight years ago, and especially since I began service on the BST 
Board a few years back, I have been struck by the time and energy, the kavanah so many put into sustaining 
this holy community.  This happens in every imaginable way, thanks to the many lay leaders and song leaders 
who lead our services, to those who provide audio/visual support, staff our kitchen, teach our children, trim 
our bushes, or make sure the bathroom doors are hanging properly (no detail is too small for the BST Board!).  
 

Of course, Covid has made the challenges harder to navigate, and we are all experiencing some degree of 
anxiety and, for many, pain because of the pandemic.  This has made our community even more important to 
many of us.  It has been a blessing to share prayer and reflection and learning and laughter with so many of 
you, both over Zoom for the past 18 months and again in person these past few weeks.  We have never 
needed to feel our covenantal community more. 
 

Attached you will find a listing of services and programs for the High Holy Days.  As ever, for our community’s 
safety we will stream all services via Zoom. We presently plan to hold the outdoor Children’s Service and 
Tashlich in-person, but ask that everyone mask up and socially distance (though you are free to gather with 
family and others you are already comfortable being near).  Please understand that the Board continues to 
monitor the situation.  If we determine that we need to pivot, or wish to make any changes to the schedule, 
we will—and we will be sure to push out information through multiple media sources.   
 

If you plan to attend any of the in-person services, we ask that you email us at office@bstva.og (or call 
540.373.4834) to register.  We are asking everyone to pick up prayer books at the Open House on Sunday, 
August 29, from 10 AM-2 PM, to use at home; these will be collected after the holidays.  For those unable to 
join us on the 29th, just let us know and we will make alternative arrangements for pick-up or delivery. 
 

We also have a robust study program underway for the month of Elul, during which time we traditionally aim 
to prepare ourselves, spiritually and intellectually, for the awesome journey of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. 
 

I look forward to seeing you, whether in person or via Zoom, and wish everyone a sweet new year.  L’Shanah 
Tovah! 

 
Jonathan Levin, PhD 
Board President, Beth Sholom Temple  
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