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Echo the Gecko in Kindergarten

Regular school hours are currently Monday-Thursday

8:30 am–3:00 pm

with Middle School Shacharis at 8:00 am
(until further notice)

This Friday class dismissal is at 1:30 pm
with K-4 enrichment until 2:15 pm
for students who are staying for enrichment.

Important Dates
Picture Day
Friday, Nov. 13: Friday dismissal for Grades 5-8 at 1:30 pm
is Tuesday,
and K-4 enrichment until 2:15 pm
December 1.
Order your
Sunday, Nov. 15: 4B-8B Sunday classes until11:45 am
portraits online!
Tuesday, Nov. 17: Rosh Chodesh Kislev
Friday, Nov. 20: Friday dismissal for Grades 5-8
Thank you for supporting
at 1:30 pm and K-4 enrichment until 2:15 pm
Torah Academy!
Sunday, Nov. 22: 4B-8B Sunday classes
2800 Joppa Avenue South · St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Telephone [952] 920-6630 · Fax [952] 922-7844 · office@torahacademymn.org
A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation
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A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein

The Torah tells us of the brocha that Avraham merited:
“And Avraham was old, advanced in age, and HaShem
blessed Avraham with everything” (24:1). What is the
meaning of this blessing? Certainly, Avraham didn’t possess
everything!
There are many explanations for the nature of this
blessing found in the Medrash, Gemora (Bava Basra 16b),
and commentaries. Perhaps the simple meaning of the verse
could be understood as follows: Although Avraham was
blessed with great wealth and renown, this did not ensure
his happiness. On the contrary, the Sages teach us that “One
who has a hundred, desires two hundred.” The acquisitive
nature of man is never satisfied; the more he has, the more
he craves. The righteous, however, are spiritually oriented
and master their impulses and instincts. They are able to
attain true happiness and contentment. The Torah is relating
the great virtue of Avraham. He was the true tzaddik,
content and satisfied with what he had. This characteristic
is also described in Pirkei Avos (Ethics of our Fathers):
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“Whoever has these three qualities is a disciple of Avraham;
a positive eye, a humble temperament, and a contrite spirit”
(5:22).
Satisfaction with one’s lot is an attitude and spirit found
in Avraham’s grandson, Yaakov. When encountering his
twin brother, Eisav, Yaakov implores him to accept a gift.
“Please accept my gift that is brought to you, for HaShem
has been gracious with me, and because I have everything.
And he urged him, and he took it” (33:11). Yaakov
embodied the teaching “Who is truly wealthy? He who is
happy with his lot” (Pirkei Avos 4:1). This contrasts with
how Eisav related to his own wealth a few verses earlier, “I
have much” (33:9). No matter how much Eisav amassed, it
was never enough for him.
The path to happiness is well demarcated by the
Torah and Sages. With them as our guide, we too, even in
times when normalcy seems to be a figment of our past
imagination, can live a life of satisfaction and joy!
Have a wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Pinchus Idstein, Menahel

As Thanksgiving & Chanukah approach... let’s keep our guard up!
All questions, concerns, and informative emails regarding COVID-19 should be sent to
covid@torahacademymn.org instead of administrators or teachers. This allows us to best
maintain the privacy of your communication. This includes travel plans, information about
children missing school, concerns of possible exposure and anything else COVID-19 related.
Of course, a phone call to the administration is welcome if the situation calls for it.

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

As we continue moving forward in our accreditation
process with MNSAA, I’d like to keep the “stakeholders”
up to date. We will be analyzing many aspects of our
school during the next 18 or so months.. MNSAA defines
the standards it has deemed essential for accreditation.
The following criteria are defined as necessary to achieve
accreditation:
MISSION AND PHILOSOPHY STATEMENTS
Torah Academy must have foundational statements that
identify its mission/vision/core values. These provide
the framework in which the school community defines
itself and operates. MNSAA recognizes that every
school has its own unique mission and philosophy
statements based on the community it serves and the
needs of the learners.
CURRICULUM STANDARDS We must display
that we have written curriculum standards that outline
criteria for student achievement and at a minimum
include the core subjects of language arts, mathematics,
science, and social studies. Our curriculum standards
must guide instruction and are sequentially organized
with a demonstrated correlation between grade levels
and course topics.
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING We must show
how we assess student learning and utilize at least one
standardized assessment instrument (FastBridge).

HEALTH AND SAFETY Torah Academy must
meet legal requirements for health and safety that
include but are not limited to criminal background
checks, crisis management plans, harassment policies,
and policies that support student safety.
PERSONNEL We must demonstrate that we
have staff to support learning including a qualified
school principal/administrator and teachers who have a
minimum of a baccalaureate degree from an accredited
school or in the case of a specialist, demonstrate
proficiency in their area. All personnel receive annual
written evaluation reports.
GOVERNANCE Torah Academy is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit status with the State of Minnesota.
FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY Torah
Academy must demonstrate our annual budgetary
process and resources that support its academic
program and mission and show how the school
provides financial accountability to stakeholders.
As you can see, this is a very complex, deep look at
our school. We will find areas we will need to improve
and that is okay. We will find areas of strengths that
we can continue to build on as well. I will continue to
provide updates on the process and you will also be asked
to participate in a survey (soon). I look forward to our
continued partnership!

Mr. Matthew Cleary, General Sudies Principal
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Classroom Close-Up!
Pre-K Judaic Studies—Mrs. Heisler

♫ Boker Tov Yeladim… ♫
Welcome to Pre-K in Room 5. The music is on; the tables
are set with activities. We are ready for another wonderful day
in Pre-K!
First the children put their coats, backpacks, lunch, and
snacks where they belong. All by themselves! Promoting a
sense of independence and that they “can do it” is a great start
to the day!
Next they mail their Mitzva notes in the Mitzva Mailbox, with
a stamp of course! Their faces light up when we read about the
mitzvos they have done—we can’t praise them enough!
“Free choice time” is next. The children decide “What
should I do first?”
Giving them choices also helps to develop their independence.
Playing is an integral part of their social and emotional
development. We work on small-motor skills and help them
through those bumpy social interactions that come their way.
Playing is a big part of learning for all pre-school ages!
With a song and good cooperation, clean-up is a snap! We
all come together for Davening. We sing each part, knowing
we are thanking HaShem for everything. At this young age, the
children understand that with each word that we Daven, we add
another jewel to the crown of HaShem. Our chazen or chazanis
helps to lead the Davening, turns the pages of our big, pictorial
Siddur, collects the
Tz’daka, and does special jobs for our class that day.
Group time is when we learn about the Jewish months of
the year and days of the week. (Yes! We can say/sing them
by heart!) Each Chodesh brings its own wonderful Yom Tov.
Songs, projects, baking, field trips, and stories to bring the Yom
Tov to life. During the months of Cheshvan and Teves when
there is no Yom Tov, we learn about Brachos and Shabbos!
Ask any Pre-K student about the weather—they might say
“Geshem yoreid hayom” or “Kar
bachootz hayom” or it might be
“Miunan” (cloudy) today. That’s
how we discuss the Mezeg
Avir. There is a song for that
too!
Parsha is a lively and fun time when we learn the stories of each
weekly Parsha. Every day we learn a little bit more of the story with props
and songs culminating with a project on Friday.
As we sing, run, hop, jump, spin, or play a game, we are learning
the letters of the Alef-Bais and their sounds. With each new letter that is
introduced, the children create a project depicting a word that begins with
that letter.
We want our children to have good manners and treat others nicely.
In Pre-K, we incorporate and learn about a good “Midda” that begins with
our letter of the week. With a story and a song and a new page in our
Middos Book, we learn to act the right way. When a Pre-K parent catches
continued on page 4
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Classroom Close-Up! (continued)
their child acting with good Middos, they fill out a Middos
Ruler. (Our Middos really measure up!) We read these Middos
Rulers in class and tape them up around the room. Each time
our MIddos rulers make it all the way around the room, we will
have a Middos party. It doesn’t take long when we have a big
class of Pre-K students with super-good Middos! We hope to
make HaShem proud! The children feel great that their good
actions are recognized!
Celebrating birthdays and Rosh Chodesh are a big deal in
Pre-K, and you should see our Shabbos Party!  We celebrate
Erev Shabbos with setting a Shabbos table, singing, Kiddush,
and treats. Each child has their turn to be the Shabbos Abba
or Shabbos Imma!
It is their turn to share a special treat with the class as we look
forward to Shabbos with their families.
Each child has a chance to be in the “spotlight.” We call that
being the “Pre-Ker of the Week.” It is their time to share special
things about themselves: their favorite book, favorite toy, and
pictures of their families (mostly of them). These things are
displayed on a bulletin board for a whole week. The Pre-Ker of
the Week feels so special! That’s the point!
Pre-K is a happy place where children develop a positive
concept of self and a joy for learning!
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Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Shimshie and
Naomi Pitterman on the bas mitzvah of their
daughter Tamar. May they see much nachas
from all their children.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted
your simcha or gotten the details wrong!
To share news with the editor please
call 952-285-8603 or email office@
torahacademymn.org

The learning on Friday, November 13, was sponsored in
memory of Mrs. Joan Fishman’s sister,

Ms. Mona Klein, Malka Esther bas Simcha a”h,
whose shloshim was on Thursday.

You can help sponsor Rosh Chodesh treats for the month of Kislev
in honor of a simcha or
in memory of a loved one for a
sponsorship fee of $36.
Contact the office at office@torahacademymn.org

Rosh Chodesh is next Tuesday!

• 4th Grade Boys’ Sunday Learning program to start this
Sunday, November 15. Breakfast will be at 9:00 am and
class is from 9:15-11:45 am. Register NOW!
• 2nd and 3rd Grade Sunday Learning Program details to follow.
Mask Reminder
While school will gladly give out to
masks to children that forget theirs at
home, please remind (encourage 😊)
your children to bring their own. The
children learn better when they have a
mask that fits well and is made out of a
material they are comfortable with. You
may even want to send a spare mask in
their backpack in case the mask they are
wearing breaks or gets wet!

We get email...

Date: November 6, 2020 at 11:53:32 AM CST
To: Rabbi Idstein <rpidstein@torahacademymn.
org>, Matt Cleary <mcleary@torahacademymn.
org>

Good morning,
Just wanted to send a quick note recognizing
all the effort put in to try and keep the 6B class
engaged and busy this week.
We very much appreciate it and our son
was especially touched by the pre shabbos treat
dropped off today.
Thank you and Good shabbos

Our condolences to Rabbi Menachem Frank on the loss of his father,
Mr. Moshe Frank, Moshe Ben Dov z”l.
May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
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The new Yedios Keloliyos booklets (special thank you to Dovid
Schulman for sponsoring the printing of the beautiful Yedios Keloliyos
booklet) were given out last week and the halls of Torah Academy are
flooded with Yedios Keloliyos excitement.
Pointers (which were explained to the students)
 Pace yourself.
 Don’t push off all the challenging Yedios until the end.
 We will again have quarterly benchmarks to keep everyone at a
sensible pace.
 The Rebbeim and Moros will not be able to test on everything a
student wants immediately; there will be plenty of time to be
tested.
 The goal of the Yedios Keloliyos program is for the students to
attain and retain many basic Jewish facts. This might necessitate
asking a child to re-review and be retested, in order that they have
a better grasp of the material and will retain the information
accurately and longer.
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Around Torah Academy
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
We welcomed Mr. Potato Head to our classroom on
Monday to teach us “All About Me” unit! Who created us?
Thank you HaShem for making each one of us so special!
We began with learning about our eyes. “I spy with my
little eye” was a big hit this week as we used our EYES to
see things around the school. In parsha, each student’s 3-D
Ohel Sorah came out looking so real.
Good Shabbos!
Mrs. Basheva Weinberg, Mrs. Rotkin, & Mrs. Grant
Torah Tot Three Year Olds
What another fun parsha we learnt this week, all
about Eliezer going to find a kallah for Yitzchak. We had
a wonderful time playing with our wells and taking turn
giving everyone a cup of water.
Mrs. Bodner & Mrs. Saad and Mrs. Danelich & Miss
B. Prero
Pre-Kindergarten
See our Classroom Close-Up!
Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Skapino
Pre-K wrapped up its exploration of bears by making
puffy paint bears and learning about several different types
of bears from around the world.
Mrs. Wenner
Kindergarten
What was special about Sarah’s
tent? How did Eliezer know which
girl would be the right one to marry
Yitzchak?
Hmmm! That made us all think…
“How will I know the right person to
marry?”
Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Miss S.
Borenstein
Echo the Gecko has arrived in
Kindergarten. This baby leopard gecko
is bringing so much excitement. We love
observing his movements, watching him
eat, and understanding what he needs to
survive. In other big news, Kindergarten
is beginning to READ this week!! When
we blend sounds together, we can read
words.
Ms. Kittleson
First Grade
What’s all that music, giggling,
hopping, and lots of happy faces in the
Kitah Aleph classroom coming from?
It’s our tzevaim game! We had so much
fun collecting all different tzevaim spots
from all over the floor! We are really
becoming tzevaim experts! Our milim
collection is growing! Test us to see how Fluency practice

many milim we know; it’s amazing! We are kriah stars!
Come check out our nekudos jumping jacks! Parsha was
so exciting to act out; thank you Rivka Mayer for being
our local Rivkah Imeinu. Enjoy your beautiful Hafrashas
Challah magnet. We hope it will come in handy, and you’ll
always remember Sarah Imeinu.
Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Borenstein & Mrs. Goldberger
What a busy week we had in 1st grade! We completed
units in math and reading and had unit tests. Next in math,
we will be exploring shapes, and in reading, we have
introduced words that have “ng”.
Mrs. Wenner
Second Grade
What a week we had! We finished Perek Yud Bais and
then started right into our new perek! The girls are starting
to break up pesukim on their own using our shorashim and
rules. They are doing a fantastic job! The girls have been
working hard practicing our new sofios rules in all kinds of
ways!
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss H. Prero
This week we learned that Pharaoh was getting hit by
the Malach. Ask your son how did Pharaoh react? :)
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum
The second graders learned a
HUGE new math skill this week:
2-digit subtraction with regrouping!
They learned about Veterans Day
on Wednesday. They have also been
reading some interesting articles about
tricky things in Super Magazine.
Mrs. Singer & Miss Salmela
Third Grade
ASTONISHED! Who was
astonished in this week’s parsha and
why? What a great parsha to learn this
week; Chayei Sara is our favorite!
This parsha teaches us about Tefilla,
Hasgacha Pratis, and Emunah! Thank
you again to all the parents who signed
up for conferences.
Have a wonderful Shabbos.
Mrs. Prero
Why were the third graders
learning parsha the entire week? Baruch
HaShem, the third graders are extremely
enthusiastic about Yedios Kelalios as
they are busy working on racking up
their points!
Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
in second grade
continued on page 7
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The third graders have been working on verb tense in
grammar. They completed their paragraphs about Mexico,
after taking notes on three articles that we read as a class.
In math, we will wrap up our chapter on addition, and begin
mental math strategies for subtraction next week.
Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Where is the holiest place in the world? Torah
Academy, a shul, Eretz Yisroel? Probably the Bais
Hamikdosh would be thought of as the holiest of holy. But
in this week’s parsha, we found otherwise! Where would
that super-holy site be? Ask our 4th grade boys.
Rabbi Waxman
This week in math we focused on multiplying by a
two digit number. At first the girls found it challenging but
after a lot of practice they got the hang of it! In science, we
learned how energy can transfer from object to object. It
was a pleasure doing conferences this past week, even if the
setting was different than in past years!
Mrs. Herron
This week the 4th grade girls had an awesome week
of learning. Ordering Adjective was the focused skill, and
once they got the hang of it, they were off and running.
Mrs. Karako
In 4B Math Class this week, students have been
working on dividing numbers with both models and with
algorithms. They are working really hard to understand
and use the standard algorithm for long-division, and
remembering the many steps involved... including when
you have to do regrouping and have remainders.
Mr. Usem
In Social Studies we learned about the three branches
of government. We also learned the responsibilities of
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the president, governor and mayor. In Language Arts, we
inferred what was in our mystery bags and made suffix
flashcards. One question to ask your child is: What is a
suffix?
Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
We finished Perek Bais in Parshas Shemos! Why are
Bnei Yisroel groaning if the king “died”?
We had a fun time performing our skits, learning about
the effect of a smile!
Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Lichtman
This week, in class we learned about lots of fighting
between Fuzzy and Cozy! Ask your son what they did?
In Chumash, we learned about the hasgacha of
HaShem that the daughter of the king bathed in the yaor,
which is not the norm for a princess to do—all in order that
she should see Moshe in his box.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Rabbi Mandelbaum
Another fantastic week in Fifth Grade! Our very
first Math Test, our Force and Motion Science foldables,
beginning Sensory Paragraphs—and our first two Native
American project presentations, which we enjoyed very
much (Great job, Iroquois and Maya!). We also visited
Egypt (Tutankhamun!) and are starting to uncover some
of Philip’s secrets in The Candymakers. And of course,
don’t forget our weekly ABC projects! Have a wonderful
Shabbos.
Mrs. Gross
Another wonderful week of learning in 5B! This week
the boys tackled adding and subtracting fractions with
continued on page 9

The second grade girls catch each other doing mitzvos and chassadim for others.
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like and unlike denominators. Using their background
knowledge and clues from the text, the class was able to
infer while reading fiction and non-fiction. They are a bunch
of hard working boys.
Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
6G have now mastered Perek Yud Ches and are ready
to move on! We finished up in the first part of the week;
then, we reviewed and took a test! I am so proud of their
hard work! In Lamed Tes Melachos we learned about
winnowing and in parsha, we added motions to our Inyanei
Haparsha song. They are so leibidik!
Have a great Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall
6B is learning
through this all,
Zooming in
or on call.
Gemara, Chumash
and screen share,
about growing, shteiging
these boys do care.
Soon will end,
This quarantine;
No more learning
on a screen.
Hope to see
all of you soon
together in
one classroom!
Have a wonderful Shabbos!!
Rabbi Lichtman
6th Grade boys’ and girls’ math:
The students are working on Consumer Math this week
in an exciting way!
Announcing the “TARGET SHOPPING CONTEST”!
Each student was given $500.00 (of pretend money)
to spend at Target. They must choose at least 10 different
items to buy from the Target weekly circular handed to
each student. The items must come from at least 5 different
departments, such as kitchen, groceries, toys, clothing,
shoes, etc. They may not buy more than two of each item
they pick (e.g. 2 packages of socks).
The winner is the shopper whose merchandise totals
exactly $500 or closest to it without going over that amount.
Sales tax must be included in the total (on taxable items)
and still not go over $500.
The winner(s) will be selected on Monday, November
16. Good luck to all!
Dr. Thorne
This week, students continued to learn about writing
poetry. Students practiced their ability to identify rhyme
schemes, rhyming couplets, and anaphora. Their figurative
device library is growing fast! Additionally, students
learned about ballads and odes, and they even tried writing
their own. We will be starting a new Social Studies unit
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next week—stay tuned.
Miss Salmela
Seventh Grade
Where does the disease of “Loshon Hara” really start?
Why were the ports of Spain full on August 2, 1492? What
does the word “rosh” mean? Learning Chumash in seventh
grade can be interesting.
Keep up the great participation!!
Mrs. Engelson
In Navi, we learned about the duel in Brechas Givon
and Asahel chasing Avner. In Beur Tefila, we started
learning Asher Yatzar and went through the wonders of
the body. We played “priorities” to help us recognize what
a gift every part of our body is! In Sefer Hachinuch, we
finished learning Krias Shema. We discussed how we need
to have kavana when saying Shema! Why are women not
obligated in Krias Shema? Ask a 7th grade girl!
Have a great Shabbos!
Miss S. Borenstein
This week, the seventh graders were put to the test. As
a matter of a fact two tests! B”H, all the boys did very well
both on their Gemarah test and on their Kitzur test. Keep it
up!
Rabbi Pam
continued on page 10

7G building catapults in science class under
a beautiful sky of cirrus clouds.
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Eighth Grade
In 8th grade, we finally have finished our topic of
Minoi Hadayanim. The girls are Rashi whizzes; they
know their Rashis cold! We finished up by talking about
how we should honor the judges by allowing them to go
first. We also spoke about why the police force in Israel
is called Mishtara. In Ivris, we read a story about Harav
Hazeiken. On Friday, we had a special Yom Iyun, and Rabbi
Goldberger came and spoke to us. Have a super Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall
The eight graders are deep into the sugya of shomer
aveida. This week, we learned through a few more
questions, both on the opinion of Rabbah and on Reb Yosef.
Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
This week, 7th graders finished learning about the
legislative and judicial branches of government. Students
took the first of two tests about the Constitution; most
students did very well!
This week, 8th graders learned about economic choices
and trade. Students learned why different countries might
make different economic choices and learned about the
benefits of trade between countries.
Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
Seventh grade girls finished Breadwinner this week.
After a great discussion about the lessons discovered in
this book, they took a quiz on common themes. Seventh
grade boys continue to read and discuss the novel, Boys
without Names. One question to ask your 7th graders: Can
you summarize the novel in two sentences. Eighth graders
began discussing in their literature circles our class novel,
Steinbeck’s Ghost. One question to ask your 8th grader is:
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What was your Literature Circle role this week?
Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
In 7th Grade Math this week, the girls are working
on exploring multiplying and dividing integers. The boys
are beginning to look at math properties. In 8th Grade
Math this week, we’re continuing with “rational” numbers.
The girls are working on adding and subtracting rational
numbers, and the boys are working on multiplying and
dividing rational numbers.
Mr. Usem
MS Science
This week in science we got to learn even more about
weather and we got to experience it! We learned why each
snowflake is unique, why fog is white, how dust storms
create raindrops, and how frost forms. One day, we even
experienced hail, snow and sleet! I love it when science
comes alive for us!
Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Lang

Picture Day is

Tuesday, December 1.
You can order your student
portraits online!
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