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Important Dates 

Sunday, Sept. 6: No School
Monday, Sept. 7: No School
Sunday, Sept. 13: 8:00 am Gr. 5-8 Minyan 

with Selichos (class until11:45 am) Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

School Hours are continuing Monday-Friday at

9:00 am–2:30 pm
with Middle School Shacharis at 8:10 am for students only

until further notice

6B Hascholas Gemora Breakfast
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Rabbi Idstein

This week’s Torah portion, Ki Savo, speaks to 
the Klal Yisroel of the blessings they would enjoy 
for their observance of the commandments and the 
curses they would endure for their failure. The posuk 
in Perek 28:13, says the following blessing: “You shall 
be only above and you shall not be below.” 

The Kotzker Rebbe zt”l, interprets the posuk as 
follows: HaShem created a ladder from which the 
souls of the upper world would descend to the world 
below into the bodies of human beings. No sooner 
do the souls descend than the ladder from above is 
removed. From Heaven the call goes forth to the 
souls: “Return, return!!” The souls, heeding the call, 
desire to return, but alas, there is no ladder. 

Three groups of souls emerge. One group, 
observing there is no ladder, gives up immediately in 
its quest to return Above. The second group is more 
tenacious and jumps Heavenward repeatedly in an 
attempt to go back to its roots Above. However, with 
time, it too succumbs to its earthly abode below, 
acclimating itself to its new environment. The third 
group remains determined to soar Heavenward 
and return to its place of origin. With every failure, 
it regroups with new vigor and strength. What 
distinguishes this group is that it continues to hear 
the Heavenly voice from Above, “Return, return!!” 
unabated. Eventually, HaShem Himself turns to this 
third group and lifts it up. As the Chazal say, “One 
who comes to purify himself is divinely assisted.” 
Heavenly assistance is commensurate with the 

measure of the desire and sincerity we exhibit in our 
effort to return to our spiritual roots. HaShem lifts, 
“with both hands,” those whose will it is to meet the 
challenge and go forth. With assistance from Above, 
there is no limit to our capacity for growth and 
ultimate success. Ours is but to do, and HaShem will 
do the rest. 

This, then, is the meaning of the blessing “You 
shall be only above and you shall not be below.” Our 
aspirations should always be Heavenward, never 
complacent and acclimated to those values which are 
below.

How apropos this thought is having started 
school for the first time in almost six months! The 
administration, staff, parents, and students of Torah 
Academy heard the call “return, return.” It took a 
herculean effort of so many people. It took many 
people to come to terms with the many different ideas 
and concepts. It took creativity and ingenuity to come 
up with alternate plan after alternate plan. On a daily 
basis, it takes perseverance and mutual respect. But all 
the stakeholders were determined, and nothing could 
get in their way. B”H we made it. School has started 
and iy”H will continue. HaShem has helped us in so 
many ways and will continue to do so. 

She’hechiyanu, V’ki’yimanu, V’hige’yanu 
LaZman Hazeh!

    
Have a wonderful Shabbos,

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein

Torah Tot 2 year olds on 
the 1st day of school.

3B taking a “mask break” in our outdoor classroom.
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Have you filled out the 2020 U.S. Census yet? 
Visit agudah.org/census for more information 

about the US Census and to hear short 
messages from various community leaders 

and activists about why it’s very important for 
everyone to fill out the census.

We get emails.... The Skapino Family wants to 
THANK all those who helped us 
make a beautiful Sheva Brachos 
for our children Meir and Tehila.

The learning on Tuesday, 19 Elul, is sponsored 
in memory of Bubby Tybie Roberts 

by her grandchildren and great-grandchildren

We had beautiful weather for 
the four Open Houses held 

by grade level.

Back to School Night has been postponed

Watch for the new date & details!

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 9:42 PM 
To: Rabbi Idstein; Matt Cleary; Yerucham Prero; Joshua Borenstein 
Subject: Thank you!

Thank you for a great first day! From a teacher and parent 
perspective we see how much went into planning and preparing for this 
day. My kids all had a great first day.  May the year continue smoothly. 

Thank you again for your sleepless summer! 

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 10:09 PM 
To: Rabbi Idstein
Subject: thank you

Thank you for all the tremendous amount of work you put in to get 
school started. The kids all had a wonderful first day of school, from Torah 
Tots all the way through 7th grade!

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 10:36 PM 
To: Rabbi Idstein; Yerucham Prero; Joshua Borenstein; Matt Cleary 
Subject: Thank you!!

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR AN AMAZING FIRST DAY!!!! We 
can’t thank Torah Academy enough for everything that went into making 
today possible! All of the research, planning, meetings, and preparations 
are truly appreciated! It was so amazing to see our children in their 
uniforms once again and to have them have a completely different level 
of appreciation for the simple ability of going to school. The staff made 
everything go as smooth as can be and were all very sensitive to the 
children’s adjustment to the new procedures. A big thank you as well to all 
those involved in the extra cleaning tasks!

All the best,

Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 10:51 PM 
To: Rabbi Idstein
Subject: Re: Wow! What a first day it was!

Thank you very much for the thousands of hours that went into 
opening school! I can already see a difference in the kids now that they 
have structure back! They are (mostly!) happy to be back in school! 

It should be a healthy and productive year iyH!

This bulletin board is the key to seeing what the 
staff members really look like (without a mask)!
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Jewish Kings
The 8th grade girls are embarking on a journey through Sefer Melochim Alef with Mrs. Greenberg, 
learning about the  —the Jewish kings. What defines a king? Who is eligible for ?
A true kind is one who is   —he rules over himself. He wears the crown of Yiras Shamayim 
and isn’t swayed by his   or the nation. In 8th grade, we discussed how each of us can be a  
and rule over ourselves. The girls gave a variety of answers:

•	 I could be a king over myself by not screaming at my siblings when they do something I don’t like 
or when I am mad.

•	 I can be a king over myself by listening to my parents (without complaining) even if I don’t want 
to.

•	 I can be a king over myself by not getting peer-pressured. If all my friends are talking lashon harah, 
then I don’t have to join. I can just walk away or tell them to stop.

•	 I can be a king over myself by trying to daven on Sundays even if I think I have better stuff to do.

•	 I can be a king over myself by finding time to daven brachos in the morning every day.

•	 When you want to go somewhere and someone (mother) needs you, stop and help them; then go 
with your friends.

•	 To wake up early so I can daven and to do what my parents say even if I really don’t want to.

•	 I can be a king over myself by trying to wake up a little earlier to have time to daven brachos 
before I get to school.

•	 I can try and wake up earlier on a Shabbos and Sunday so I can have time to daven.

•	 When a parent wants you to do something and you want to go to a friend, do it first and then go to your 
friend.

•	 I can hold myself back from screaming at my siblings if they did something to get me mad.

•	 I can be a king over myself when I’m invited to go somewhere, but I know it’s not the best place, and I don’t 
go!

•	 A king, a real king, is humble and does not chase after honor. How I can be a king for myself is to do the 
right thing even if everyone is doing wrong, for example ashon harah.

8G eating 
lunch in 
their royal 
crowns!










