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Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
Friday, Sept. 3: TT/PK dismissal 1:00 pm & K-8 dismissal 1:30 pm
Sept. 5-8: NO SCHOOL Labor Day & Rosh Hashana
Thursday, Sept. 9: 8:30 am Boys’ Shacharis & Classes start 9:15 am 
                               1:50 pm Mincha & Grades 6-8 dismisssed at 2:30 pm
                                TT/PK through Grade 5 dismissed regular times
Friday, Sept. 10: TT/PK dismissal 1:00 pm & K-8 dismissal 1:30 pm
Sunday, Sept. 12: 8:00 am Boys’ Shacharis followed by
                               Father-Son Learning -Dismissal at 11:45 am
Sept. 15-16: NO SCHOOL Yom Kippur

The First Day of School!

Always check your 
school calendar for 
important upcoming 

dates and times.
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

In addition to the many layers of significance attributed 
to the sounds of the shofar, commentators have also 
elaborated on the symbolism of the shofar’s physical make-
up. The sefer Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh points out that while 
one blows into a small opening in the shofar, the sound is 
emitted through a wider opening. This is symbolic of the 
verse that is read at the opening of the shofar service, Min 
Hameitzar: “From the straits I called HaShem; HaShem 
answered me with a vast expanse.” The sound of the shofar 
is an expression of our desire to escape from confinement 
to expansiveness and space. But what does this mean in 
practical terms? 

On a physical level, the idea can be readily understood. 
Someone who is constrained by financial hardship or 
another of life’s pressures desires to escape to a more 
expansive situation—free of those constraints and worries. 
But the shofar’s message isn’t limited to the physical realm 
as it also speaks of spiritual expansion—the expansion of 
the soul. 

The sefer Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh explains that, while 
all people are concerned about their personal welfare, they 
are also concerned about the welfare of others, at least to 
some degree. The less one is concerned for oneself and 
is instead concerned for others, the greater that person is. 
The shofar expresses our desire to break out of the narrow 

confines of only thinking about ourselves and to develop an 
expansive outlook that considers the needs of others around 
us as well.

This, according to Rav Shimon Shkop z”l, is the 
idea behind the Mishna’s statement (Avos 1:14) “If I am 
(only) for myself, what am I?” The question, “What am 
I?” appears to be vague and indirect. It is unclear what the 
Mishna intends to teach us. Rav Shkop explains that the 
Mishna is teaching us the necessity of expanding our “I” to 
include others in our daily thought-processes. If I think of 
others and I am there for others, then they become part of 
my “I” and my “I” is indeed enlarged. On the other hand, 
“If I am only for myself” then my “I” is small and limited, 
and hence “What am I?”.

When approaching these Yomim Nora’im, these Days 
of Awe, we might be inclined to focus on ourselves—how 
do I prepare myself for the Day of Judgment? How do I 
make sure that I have the best davening experience? How 
do I assure a good verdict for myself for the coming year? 
The shofar’s call reminds us to look beyond ourselves and 
consider both the physical and spiritual needs of others, 
to attend to their needs when possible, but also simply to 
daven for them. In all of these ways, the result will be that 
our “I” will be elevated and expanded.

Have a wonderful Shabbos and YomTov!
K’siva V’chasima Tova!

The halls are bustling and the bells are ringing;
Children are learning and children are grinning.
Fist bumps and smiles to begin our day,
I know I wouldn’t have it any other way!
Schedules and hiccups are being ironed out;
Teachers are planning and assessing throughout.
The school day is longer, we have much to do—
Science, Social Studies, and library too!
Our new gym classes are intense, but fun
Even though we are making all students run!
What a great week, it was an amazing start;
We’re in this together, let's all do our part.
Assessments, assignments, reading and writing
School is back in session and it is so exciting!

Did your child do their Kriah over the summer? 
Please let “The Learning Center @ Torah Academy” know ASAP. The Kriah 
books should be returned with a note from parents. They should be given to 

Mrs. Shifi Mandelbaum!

BE PART OF IT!!
We are very grateful to the close to 
95% of our student body who has 

been on time everyday thus far. We 
are looking for sponsors for prizes, 

raffles, and the like to keep the 
motivation going. 
Please contact 

rpidstein@torahacdemymn.org
if you would like to help 
motivate the students

to be STARs!
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Classroom Close-up
Rabbi Lichtman~6B Judaic Studies

Welcome to sixth grade! Welcome to sixth grade! Welcome to sixth grade! Did I forget to turn off “repeat 
mode?” Although it’s just a few days in, the boys have learned that the best way to understand and retain 
material is with constant Chazara. Their most useful tool in the classroom is the finger they use to point to the 
place. It helps keep them focused and tuned in to what is going on in the classroom. It also helps them see the 
words they are learning which is so beneficial because… “Osiyos Machkimos!” “The letters make you wise!” 
This year, their fingers are pointing to Maseches Makkos, where they’ll be learning dozens of new words, 
phrases, and concepts in Gemara. We put a lot of energy into translating, explaining, and repeating the Gemara. 
Our budding Talmidei Chachamim will iy”H be introduced to Tannaim and Amoraim, their questions and 
answers, proofs and arguments, all coming alive in Room 102! Constant review of our Milim list will help them 
have this important knowledge at their fingertips. This will help them for many years to come as they learn more 
and more Gemara. 

After an exciting Gemara class, we’ll transition into recess with one of two subjects, depending on the day 
of the week. We’ll learn Bi’ur Tefilla, focusing on Krias Shema and its Brachos.  This will hopefully enhance 
the boys’ appreciation for Davening and add meaning to the words we say every day. On other days, we will 
be learning Moshlei HaLashon, a curriculum on Ona’as Devorim that helps remind the boys of how careful we 
must be in our interpersonal relationships. In general, a big emphasis is placed on showing respect and being 
careful how we talk to others.

After recess, the boys’ fingers are pointing at their Sefer Tehillim, where we practice our Hebrew reading 
skills. We’re aiming to try and complete all of Sefer Tehillim by the end of the school year! “Yes we can!”

In Chumash, our fingers point their way through Parshiyos Beshalach and Yisro, as we cross the Yam Suf, 
receive the Mann, get attacked by Amalek, stand at Har Sinai for Kabalas HaTorah and so much more! We will 
be reviewing many words and Shorashim, reinforcing our Chumash skills. The boys are learning to prepare the 
Pesukim with the help of translation sheets, and the reading on their own with first hearing it from their Rebbi. 
Once again, constant review of each Posuk helps solidify the knowledge and the skills contained within. 

In Halacha, when not in “Yom Tov season,” we will be learning Hilchos Shabbos, focusing primarily on the 
39 Melachos. This will hopefully give the boys a better appreciation for the Kedusha of Shabbos, and help them 
understand why we do or refrain from doing certain things on this special day. 

Shmuel Alef is always a treat! 
We learn about Chana longing 
for a child, the power of a sincere 
Tefilla, judging people favorably, 
and so much more.  

The school-wide Middos 
program is one that helps us 
remember how we must show 
respect to ourselves and others. 
We will discuss the weekly 
Middah and see how it applies to 
us, both in and out of school.

There is so much to learn and 
so many ways to grow. Be”H, we 
look forward to a successful and 
fulfilling year in sixth grade!
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Our condolences to the families of...
Mrs. Gerda Haas a”h
Mrs. Tessy Oxman a”h

Mr. Gavriel Daitchman z”l
Ms. Marnie Beth Diker a”h

Ms. Pamela Gindi a”h
Mr. Harold Bader z”l
Mrs. Lisa Yarmak a”h
Mrs. Esther David a”h
Mr. Reid M. Wexler z”l
Mr. Donald Kvasnik z”l

Mr. Shmuel Silverberg z”l

May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Mazel Tov to these summer Bar Mitzvah boys...
Issac Ravkin
Yehuda Leib Weiss
Hillel Roberts

Mazel Tov to these summer Bas Mitzvah girls...
Bracha Idstein
Chana Spar
Naama Spar

Mazel Tov to these recently engaged couples...
Chaim Weinberg to Leah Zeiler of Chicago
Rikki Segal to Sholi Smith of Monsey, NY
Ben Tzion Schachter to Esty Kamenetsky
Ricki Spar to Shuey Parnes
Bluma Breningstall to Zevy Spero of Detroit
Chana Etti Schulman to Bentzy Bider

Mazel Tov to these recently married couples...
Yossi & Bracha Yehudis Greenberg
Binyomin  & Miki (Jaffa) Caller
Avromi & Sari (Borenstein) Blech 
Shaya & Ariella Adler
Danny & Rachel (Dukes) Kladnitsky

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong! 
 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 
Juli Sherman on the bar mitzvah of their son, 
Benny. May they see much nachas from all their 
children.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Eli and Sara Markowitz 
on the birth of a baby girl. Mazel Tov to 
grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Eugene and Tzipi 
Weinberg and Mr. and Mrs. Motty and Chanin 
Markowitz, and great-grandmother Mrs. Debby 
Weinberg.

Learning this week was sponsored on Wednesday in honor of the 
Pergament family anonymously & in the merit of 

a refua shleima for Mr. Yale Siegel, Avrohom bas Leah.
Last week, on the 1st day of school, the learning was dedicated in 

memory of Mrs. Tybie Roberts on her yahrzeit.

Mazel Tov to these parents on their summer babies...
Mr. & Mrs. David & Esti Spar (Ben Zion Eliezer)
Mr. & Mrs. Wenner (Howard Xavier)
Mr. & Mrs. Yechiel and Zehava (Schuman) Reischer (boy)
Mr. & Mrs. Yosef Chaim & Gitty (Weinberg) Danziger (boy)
Rabbi & Mrs. Tzvi Moshe & Tali and Grant (Nechama) 
Mr. & Mrs. Avrohom Eliezer & Faigy Heisler (girl)
Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo Zalman & Miki Spar (Sophia Chana & Leah 

Eliana)
Mr. & Mrs.  Yitzy & Devora and Rotkin (Ahuva)
Mr. & Mrs. Eliyahu and Rivka Weinberg( boy)
Mr. & Mrs. Ilan & Jill Mintz (Yonatan Chaim) 
Mr. & Mrs. Yoni &  Tova (Mintz) Caen (Elkana)
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Miriam (Thorne) Heller (girl)
Rabbi & Mrs Avraham Yeshaya & Shoshana (Waxman) Grossman 

(boy)
Mr. & Mrs. Avner & Sema (Wexler) Sela (Yaakov Avraham)
Dr. & Mrs. Simcha and Ariel Singer (Levi Katriel) 
Mr. & Mrs. Yitzchak Issac and Miriam (Kutoff) Tendler (Bracha 

Leah)
Rabbi & Mrs. Aryeh & Devorah Smith (Azriel Yaakov)
Rabbi Mordechai and Tzipporah Leah Kalatsky (girl)
Mr. & Mrs. Yossi & Faina (Vorotinov) Fried (boy)

Over the Summer...
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Carpool Reminders –
• When picking up or dropping off or picking up at Door #1, we ask that all cars 

approach Door #1 driving EAST on 28th St. 
o	 There are many walkers crossing Joppa and when cars approach from the 

WEST on 28th or from the SOUTH on Joppa it gets dangerous. We are well 
aware that for many this means driving out of their way – but the safety of 
the children is our priority. Please NO EXCEPTIONS!!!!

• Cars should not pass other cars in the carpool lane. Patience is a virtue!
• During carpool we ask that no cars leave the circle or driveway and turn left onto 

Joppa. 
• The less traffic on Joppa for those precious 10 minutes of carpool makes it that 

much safer for the children.
• Parents should not let their children out of the car on 28th St. or Joppa Ave. and 

have them walk straight through the carpool circle. 
Please come on time to carpool even if it means waiting a few extra minutes in line. 
Our staff waits until all the children are picked up.

The SLP Police Department has asked us to remind our parent body and 
community about the following –

• Please obey the posted Speed Limits. The typical current 
speed limit in SLP is 30 M.P.H.

• Stop at all Stop signs.
• No parking within 5 feet of a driveway.

Aside from being the law, our neighbors are frustrated and the police will ticket 
for these infractions.

We get emails....

Make Rosh Chodesh even more special for the students!
You can sponsor Rosh Chodesh treats 

for a Jewish month
in honor of a simcha or 

in memory of a loved one for a 
sponsorship fee of $36.

 Please contact the school office
 at office@torahacademymn.org

Now for 
teachers, too!
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continued on page 8

The View from The Classroom
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Welcome to TT2!!! We had a great first week in school! 

From welcoming and meeting our new friends and Moros 
to learning about Shofar, apples, bees, and honey all in 1 
week!! Wow! Rosh Hashana is here and we are ready!! 
Looking forward to a great school year!

K’siva V’chasima Tova!!
Mrs. Basheva Weinberg, Mrs. Grant, Miss Malka 

Prero, & Mrs. Rotkin 
Torah Tot Three Year Olds 
The first full week of school is flying by! The children 

are adjusting very nicely, Baruch HaShem!! Rosh Hashana 
is around the corner and you can definitely feel it in our 
classroom. We learned about the shofar, teshuva, tashlich, 
and all about apples. We tasted and saw all the simanim 
including a real fish head!!!!

Mrs. Bodner, Mrs. Danelich, Mrs. Brand, Mrs. Chodos, 
Mrs. Siegel, Miss Yocheved Silverberg, & Miss Hudi 
Silverberg

Pre-Kindergarten
Shofar sounds! Scales! Buzzy bees! Honey! Apples! 

The letter Alef— ! Rosh Hashana songs!
It has been a “sweet” start to our Pre-K year!
Looking forward to a great year ahead!
Wishing you a Shana Tova!
K’siva V’chasima Tova!
Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Skapino
We are having lots of fun in Pre K! This week, we were 

reacquainted with old friends, met new friends, and learned 
the school routine. We also learned some American Sign 
Language, practiced phonemic awareness (to get us ready to 
learn how to read), and compared and contrasted two books 
written by Eric Carle.

Mrs. Saad, Mrs. Rose & Mrs. Avital Weinberg

Kindergarten
B”H, we are off to a great start in kindergarten! The 

children are adjusting nicely to their new surroundings 
“upstairs”with the “big kids”!! We certainly feel Rosh 
Hashana approaching!! Honey jars and placemats, Shana 
Tova cards, Tashlich projects, teshuva stories, singing songs 
and practicing our shofar blowing,…yes! We are ready for 
YomTov! Wishing you a healthy, sweet new year filled with 
much Yiddishe nachas!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Danziger

We get email... from a teacher!
On the way here, I was thinking about this question. What kept me at Torah Academy 

all these years? I was reminiscing, thinking back to … yesterday. A student had missed her 
older siblings, who were supposed to walk her home. I found her in the hall crying. Almost 
immediately, a Rabbi, some teachers, and even an office staff member were there with their 

phones out, calling to make sure she got home safely. Where else does that happen? She wasn’t sitting in 
an office waiting for someone to deal with her. She was safe and she knew it. 

This morning, I had a lot to carry from my car to the building. A passing parent came over to offer to 
help me carry my things, and close up my car. When I got to the door, I realized I had forgotten my keys. 
The custodian spied me through the window and beelined over to let me in with a big smile and a “Good 
Morning!” As I started to pick up my things, an eighth grader came around the corner and asked if I needed 
any help. 

I know why I work here. What a community! This is a great place to work, and to learn. 

Thank you, Dr. Greenberg, who came to blow 
the shofar for Kitah Alef. We also appreciated 
what he shared with us about the shofar and the 
tutorial on how to blow one :-)
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Kindergarten is a happy, busy classroom. We loved 
working with partners in math and in small groups for 
reading. We even got to start Superkids and are learning all 
about Cass. Recess has been an adventure, exploring our 
new playground. It is going to be a great year!

Ms. Kittleson & Mrs. Galili
First Grade
B”H, we had a great week in Kitah Alef!! We were 

super-busy learning and preparing for Rosh Hashana. B”H, 
we were able to pack so much in. The names of the Yom 
Tov, what the shofar is telling us, how to greet each other, 
the simanim we eat, tashlich, and so much more. We are so 
looking forward to sharing it all with you. Wishing you all a 
wonderful Shabbos and a K’siva V’chasima Tova!

Mrs. Borenstein & Mrs. Goldberger
Our first few days of school have been very busy! We 

reviewed the short vowel sounds and some initial consonant 
sounds in reading. In math we counted objects, identified 
more or less, and identified number patterns. We also started 
a free write journal and we wrote down our hope and dream 
(goal), for first grade.

Mrs. Crystal
What a hard-working, wonderful first grade class! They 

are busy working in the Superkids review book. So far we 
have reviewed all of the short vowel sounds. The students 
are practicing reading fluency, dictation, and phonemic 
awareness. In math, we began with counting, reading, 
writing, and comparing numbers. The first graders love map 
time! They can identify our state of Minnesota, can tell you 
the neighbors of our state, and know that there are 50 states.

Mrs. Singer 
Second Grade
We had a fantastic first week in Kitah Bais! The girls 

are doing a fabulous job learning straight from a Chumash! 
We learned all about Rosh Hashana and the way to do 
teshuvah!

I am so so proud of all the girls! 
Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
Miss H. Prero
What a great start we had in second grade by all!! We 

started Parshas Lech Lecha and learned how Avram was 
told to leave his home town. We realized how hard it must 
have been. We even got to hear Rebbi blow the Shofar this 
week! Looking forward to a wonderful year  b’ezras 
HaShem!

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a K’siva V’chasima 
Tova!!

Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum

continued on page 9

The second graders are off to a great start! We 
reviewed reading and spelling closed-syllable short-vowel 
words. In math, we began the unit on numbers to 1,000. We 
are learning the names of the continents and oceans when 
we study the map. On Tuesday, we went outside to identify 
three deciduous trees: maple, oak, and cottonwood. Our 
read-aloud book is Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary. Do 
you know what a dawnzer is???

Mrs. Singer & Mrs. Lang
Third Grade
What a great couple of days we had! Such excitement 

in the classroom! We have been working on “Back to 
Basics” filling in “Corona” gaps. We are packing in all the 
halachos and minhagim of Rosh Hashana!

I would like to wish each and every one a healthy, 
simchadik, parnasadik year.

Thank you to all the parents who joined Back to School 
night. I look forward to working with you this year.

K’siva V’chasima Tova!
Mrs. Prero
The third graders have accomplished so much already! 

We have started learning Parshas Chayei Sora and have 
been spending a lot of time learning about Rosh Hashanah. 
The boys are full of excitement and energy! I am looking 
forward to an amazing and productive year together!

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a K’siva V’chasima 
Tova!

Rabbi Friedler
What a great week in third grade! The third graders 

worked hard on concepts of place value and comparing 
numbers in math. In reading, we have completed our first 

Be a Shining STAR!
We are shining at Torah Academy! Good attendance has become so popular that we are right 
around 90 percent! Stay tuned for exciting raffles and prizes! Remember- everyone can be 
Studious Timely Accountable Responsible! Keep up the great work!

Freyda showed us a photo of her tortoise, Dot, 
on the SmartBoard.
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reader’s theater script and read some articles from “Read 
Works” together.

After enjoying several fables by Aesop, the third 
graders worked on a writing project, retelling a fable in 
their own words.

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Welcome to 4th grade and to our first full week of 

school! The girls are doing a great job adjusting from 
summer fun to school fun! I’m looking forward to a great 
year together! Do you know how Yaakov prepared to meet 
Eisav? Ask a 4th grade girl!

Mrs. Idstein
Welcome to our new 4B class! We’re all excited for the 

new school year. We began studying  with
   as our first .

 
Rabbi Waxman
What a wonderful start to the new school year! The 

girls are doing a great job adjusting to fourth grade. We 
started off doing a place value review up to a million. 
We also worked on comparing and ordering numbers. In 
science, we introduced our unit on energy transfer and 
transformation. 

Have a good Shabbos and K’siva V’chasima Tova!
Mrs. Herron
It was great seeing everyone at Back to School Night. 

This week in 4G, we learned new vocabulary words that 
correlate with the novel that we are reading in class. The 
girls corrected grammatical errors in sentences and learned 
about different types of maps while identifying longitude 
and latitude using a globe. It was an awesome first full 
week of learning. Wishing you and your family a happy and 
healthy New Year!

Mrs. Karako
It was great to see so many parents at Back-to-School 

night this week.  What a great start to the new year! In 4B 
Math & Science, we’re beginning by establishing class 
norms, reviewing some math skills from last year, getting 
used to working cooperatively, and even learning how to 
do some new math puzzles & games. This year the boys 
are very motivated and hard workers (at least one week 
in...) proudly showing their math proficiency and eager 
to learn more. Students are already beginning to realize 
that they need to not only know “how” to do something 
in class, but they also need to be able to “explain their 
thinking” to others. We’re beginning our math learning 
this year with exploring place-value of larger numbers, and 
beginning our science class with a unit on “Energy Transfer 
& Transformation”. Wishing everyone a L’Shana Tova, a 
happy and healthy New Year for us all.

Mr. Usem
We had a productive, full week of learning. During 

Social Studies we learned how to use maps. In Language 
Arts, we learned how to use a dictionary and looked for 

continued on page 10

types of figurative language while reading the novel, Love 
That Dog. One question to ask your 4th grader is: What is 
the novel Love That Dog about? 

Have a sweet New Year! 
Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
What a beautiful week we had in fifth grade! Why do 

we count something over and over again? How does that 
connect to Bnei Yisroel? 

We discussed how Dovid Hamelech’s main concern 
was his relationship with HaShem. How can we apply that 
in the month of Elul? 

As we approach Rosh Hashana, our focus is on our 
Father, our King. Why would the captain of a huge ship be 
looking out for the little boy on the shore waving his flag?

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Wishing everyone a K’siva V’chasima Tova !
Mrs. Lichtman
Wow! What an amazing start for 5th grade!!! We 

already finished the first perek of Bava Kama!! This year, 
we are working B’ezras HaShem on understanding the 
mishnayos to the next level. 

In Halacha, we learned why one is allowed to make a 
request in the first bracha of Shemonah Esrai during Aseres 
Yemai Teshuvah, even though normally one is not allowed 

Sometimes third grade works in small groups.
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continued on page 11

to. Have a wonderful Shabbos and a K’siva V’chasima 
Tova!

Rabbi Mandelbaum
What a wonderful beginning to Fifth Grade, and what 

a year we anticipate! We began this week with place value 
in Math, including our very first “Estimate 180” activity, 
putting together our first Science foldable, working on 
topics for our “FourSquare” essays, learning the importance 
of History in our own lives, and getting to know the 
characters in The Candymakers! With a visit to Brazil (last 
week we did Morocco) and a special Rosh Hashanah craft, 
we definitely began the year with a whirlwind of activity! 
Looking forward :-). Have a wonderful Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
It was exciting to see everyone attend Back to School 

Night. This week in 5B, the boys learned how to write 
numbers to the millions using expanded form, written 
form and word form. We used and defined new vocabulary 
words that correlated with our novel. The boys corrected 
grammatical errors that they found in sentences and lastly 
we discussed the first five amendments of The Bill of Right. 
It was a busy and wonderful first full week of learning. 
Happy and healthy New Year to you and your family!

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
Kita Vav had a successful start with a busy first week! 

In Yahadus we dove right in, learning about the precious 
days of Elul, how they became the Yemei Ratzon, and the 
gift of Teshuva that we should take advantage of. We also 
learned a touching mashal about how Hashem is waiting for 
our Teshuva- literally knocking on our door! This is also the 
lesson of the special Elul song we sing each day. 

The “song of sixth grade” is sounding beautiful and we 
are looking forward to a fantastic year!

Kesiva V’chasima Tova!
Mrs. Botnick
We had such a great first full week! After learning the 

first few pesukim of Parshas Yisro, we were able to fill out 
an entire ID card about Yisro.

We also just completed our first melacha in the 39 
Melachos and their scrapbooks are looking beautiful 
already!

Have a good Shabbos!
Miss C.T. Pam
See our Classroom Close-Up!
Rabbi Lichtman
The 6th grade boys have had a fantastic first week. In 

social studies, we learned about primary and secondary 
sources. In language arts, we practiced correcting sentence 
fragments and run-on sentences, read and interpreted 
poetry, discussed theme and setting, and checked out books 
for our silent reading. Next week, in social studies, we 
will be reviewing and practicing primary and secondary 
sources and looking ahead to U.S. and Minnesota History. 
In language arts, we will be working on vocabulary and 

reviewing story structure. 
The 6th grade girls have had a fantastic first week. In 

social studies, we learned about primary and secondary 
sources. In language arts we practiced correcting sentence 
fragments and run-on sentences, read and interpreted 
poetry, discussed theme and setting, and checked out books 
for our silent reading. Next week, in social studies, we 
will be reviewing and practicing primary and secondary 
sources and looking ahead to U.S. and Minnesota History. 
In language arts, we will be working on vocabulary and 
reviewing story structure. 

I look forward to meeting everyone tonight. Have a 
wonderful week!

Mr. Karlins
The 6th grade science class is beginning with an 

experiment using data about birds visiting a bird feeder. We 
are starting to learn the skills for placing and organizing 
information into a chart. Then we will take the information 
and create a graph for use in evaluating the data results.

The 6th grade math class is completing placement 
testing. We will use the information to select teaching topics 
and create a plan for the quarter.

Mr. Mersereau
Seventh Grade
It’s been a wonderful beginning. If we put summer 

behind us then why did we mention Tisha B’Av and what 
was a bike doing in the classroom? How did the same word 
represent an event and its outcome?

Keep up the great work girls! Congratulations to our 
lucky voicemail winners.

Good Shabbos and K’siva V’chasima Tova!
Mrs. Engelson
We learned the importance of davening and the power 
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of Rosh Hashana. In Navi, we learned what it takes to be 
a Melech over Bnei Yisroel and what they can and cannot 
have or do.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss Hendel Prero
B”H, the seventh grade boys are off to a great start!
We are getting introduced to all the new terms that 

come along with the beginning of Mesechta Makkos as 
well as getting a great start with Parshas Shelach. Looking 
forward to a great year together!

Rabbi Pam
Eighth Grade
What a pleasure it has been to meet the new “seniors” 

at Torah Academy!!
With so much to learn before the upcoming Yomim 

Tovim, I must say that the girls slid right into their new 
routine and are utilizing their time-making every minute 
count!!

Good Shabbos and K’siva V’chasima Tova!
Mrs. Greenberg
Welcome to 8th grade and to our first full week of 

school! In Sefer Devorim, Moshe is telling Bnai Yisroel his 
last words before he dies, as they are getting ready to enter 
Eretz Yisroel. Do you know that we are also getting ready 
to enter Eretz Yisroel? Moshe’s words apply to us, just as 
they applied to them!

Mrs. Idstein
The eighth graders have gotten off to an amazing start! 

We have already finished the whole first amud of Makos! 
The boys are truly involved in the Gemorah and learning 
it on a very high level. I am looking forward to spending a 
very enjoyable year together!

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a K’siva V’chasima 
Tova!

Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
Middle school social studies is off to a great start! 

This week, 7th graders reviewed European exploration and 
colonization of North America. They also learned about 
differences between Native groups in different regions. 

8th graders started a project about their family. The 
purpose of the project is to identify connections between 
themselves and other parts of the world.

Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
We jumped right into learning this week. Seventh 

graders reviewed figurative language while analyzing 
poems. One question to ask your 7th grader is: What is the 
difference between a simile and metaphor? In 8th grade, 
students reviewed poetic devices and started writing their 
first poem for their poetry booklet. One question to ask your 
8th grader is: What is the theme for your poetry booklet? 

Have a sweet New Year! 
Mrs. Hechtman

MS Mathematics
It was great to see so many parents at Back-to-

School night this week.  The first week is down and we’re 
looking to a great year ahead in math. Students have been 
wonderful, and we’re beginning by establishing class 
norms, reviewing some of our math skills from last year, 
getting used to working cooperatively, and, once again, 
getting used to “showing our work” and “explaining our 
thinking” in solving math problems. In 7th & 8th Grade 
Math, our “block-schedule” allows us a little more time 
for working when we do meet, but meeting every-other-
day forces us to be more efficient with our time together. 
Wishing everyone a L’Shana Tova, a happy and healthy 
New Year for us all.

Mr. Usem
MS Science
This week in science we began exploring the scientific 

method through exploration- we did a lab using mentos 
and coke! We recorded the information in our beautiful 
interactive notebooks and learned that, based on our data, 
diet coke erupts more than regular coke. I am looking 
forward to an awesome year, filled with curiosity and 
exploration!

Mrs. Lang
Computers
Computer class this week was devoted to the first of 

three quarterly FastBridge assessments. Each class was 
evaluated in both math and reading. We will fill in over the 
remaining days before Succos break for those who missed 
the testing this week.

Mr. Baldinger

Science classes experimented by combining 
Mentos with cola!
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Rabbi Idstein’s Daily Fun Facts
(gleaned from national Geographic Quiz Whiz Books 3 and 4)

• The tradition of giving an apple to a teacher comes from Denmark where at one 
point in time teachers were paid with apples!

• The 1st public school in America was located in Boston, Massachusetts!
• The average American Public School has recess for 27 minutes a day. (BTW in 

Torah Academy just our lunch recess is longer than that!)
• In France, most schools do not have school Wednesdays!
• In Australia, where it gets very hot and sunny – all children need to go outside 

with a hat on for recess!
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TORAH ACADEMY AT THE MALL

Chol HaMoed Sukkos

Thursday, September 23, 2021
Buy your discounted wristbands now! 

Good for unlimited rides all day! Include your family & friends!

NOTE:  Parents are responsible for supervising their 
own children!!
Sukkah available on top floor of West Parking Ramp

Pay & reserve by Monday, Sept. 13: 
Only $20 a band!

Or $18 each for 5 or more bands!

At the Mall: $22 a band [MOA price at least $39.99]

No reservation needed for walk-ups from 12 noon-3 p.m. 

Return this order form to the Torah Academy office  
by Monday, Sept. 13 with your payment.

Or pick up or buy your wristbands from the “Torah Academy Representative” on 
Thursday, Sept. 23, 12 noon-3 p.m. ONLY, East Entrance near Rotunda.

Family name____________________________ Phone  number________________ 

Email__________________________________________

Number of wristbands requested_____
Cost of all wristbands ordered $______
__Check enclosed for total
__ Zelle to ads@tabanquet.org with MOA on memo line 

__Please charge my credit card:
Card type_________________ 

Card Number____________________________  Expiration date ___/___ CVV__________

Billing address________________________________    Zip code ________
If paying by credit card, you may fax completed form to 952-922-7844 by Sept. 13.

Thank you to the Ghermezian Family for their generosity!

Monday, Sept. 13 is deadline to 
pick up wristbands at school

Security Code


