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A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates

Friday, May 28: Kindergarten & 5B-8B Dismissal at 3:00 p.m.
                           Valleyfair Trip participants returning at 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 30-Monday, May 31: No School
Tuesday, June 1: Pre-K Z’man B’Yachad
Friday, June 4: K-8 Dismissal at 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 6: Boys’ Sunday Program
                            10:30 a.m. Kindergarten Siddur Play
Monday, June 7: 8B Graduation
Tuesday, June 8: 8G Graduation
                             10:30 a.m. 6G Yud Bais Program

Pre-K celebrated learning the Alef-Bais with a siyum and special activities!
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Rabbi Pinchus Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein

Let’s keep our guard up! All questions, concerns, and informative emails regarding COVID-19 should be 
sent to covid@torahacademymn.org instead of administrators or teachers. This allows us to best maintain the 
privacy of your communication. This includes travel plans, information about children missing school, concerns of 
possible exposure and anything else COVID-19 related. 

At the end of Parshas Beha’alosecha, the Torah 
describes the uniqueness of Moshe’s prophecy and 
his relationship with HaShem in great detail. Unlike 
the other prophets — including his brother, Aharon, 
and his sister, Miriam, — Moshe always received a 
direct and clear message from HaShem without need 
for additional interpretation. In response to Miriam’s 
criticism of Moshe for having separated from his wife 
Tziporah, HaShem calls Moshe a faithful servant 
who is trusted in His house at all times. Although 
Miriam had the purest of intentions, she is nonetheless 
afflicted with tzara’as (a skin condition) and 
quarantined for seven days. 

Moshe immediately beseeches HaShem to heal 
Miriam from her illness. Rashi comments: Moshe’s 
prayer was notably short — all of five words — so 
that the Jewish people would not say, “Your sister is 
in pain and you are spending a long time praying?” 
Rashi’s comment is perplexing. What else could the 
nation possibly expect of their leader? Surely, prayer 
for a normal duration should be praiseworthy! 

The Ksav Sofer explains: In the normal rhythm 
and flow of prayer, one typically takes time to “warm 
up” and reach a level of sincere and heartfelt intent. 
The structure of our morning davening reflects this 

progression, beginning with the morning brochos 
and continuing through the pesukei d’zimrah and 
the brochos of the Shema, before climaxing with the 
Shemoneh Esrei. Our Chazal understood the need of 
the individual to separate from life’s daily distractions, 
focus one’s thoughts and prayers, and develop a deep 
sense of connection with the Creator. In contrast, 
the Ksav Sofer continues, Moshe demonstrated 
an immediate and focused empathy for his sister 
and needed all of five words to reach the height of 
efficacious prayer. His sensitivity to his sister and 
close connection with her enabled him to pray from 
the depths of his heart in an expedited fashion. 

Moshe imparted a timeless lesson to us: We must 
strive to identify with the pain and difficulties of 
others, almost as if they were our own. When we truly 
contemplate the situation of others in need and reflect 
upon our ability to help through heartfelt prayer, 
we will be inspired to increasing levels of kavanah 
— meaningful intention. In this way, may we merit 
that our collective prayers will be brought before the 
Heavenly throne! Sadly, with all the hate in the world, 
this message is so timely. May our increased teffilos 
bring the ultimate geulah!

Have a wonderful Shabbos,

Middle school students worked on their plans for the Rocket Derby in science class.
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May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

To share news with the editor please  call
 952-285-8603 or  email office@torahacademymn.org

Our condolences to Mr. Mark Usem on the loss of his father, Mr. Arnold Usem, a”h.

Our condolences to Mrs. Sarah (Donath) Krause and her children on the loss of 
her husband and their father, Mr. Alex Krause, a”h.

Our condolences to the family of our alumna Ms. Susan Barr, a”h.

Thank you to Rabbi Prero for 
overseeing the Yedios Keloliyos 

Program from top to bottom, 
including the super trip to 
Valley Fair, the t-shirts, 

and the ice cream!
He is certainly 

“not to be outdone in 2021!”

Thank you to Mr. Cleary 
and our St. Louis Park police 

department school resource officer, 
Officer Luke, for coordinating our 

first Bike Rodeo!
The weather was great and the 

students really enjoyed riding and 
learning about bike safety.

The Learning on Monday at Torah Academy 
was dedicated in memory of 

Mr. Beryl Silverberg, Yitzchock Dov ben Aryeh Leib a”h.

We get email...
Sent: Wed 5/26/2021 1:39 PM
To: Office; Rabbi Idstein; Yerucham Prero; Joshua Borenstein; Matt Cleary 
Subject: Thanks!

What a fun memorable week for our children and all TA students! From YK trip on Sunday to bike 
rodeo on Wednesday and then YK on Friday for the rest of the students, everyone had a great week!! 
The sight of students biking down 28th Wednesday morning with smiles on their faces was priceless! 
Thank you TA for making our school a educational, but fun place to be! Thank you to all the hard 
workers behind all these extra programs. 

Our condolences to the family of Mr. Joe Mendelson, a”h
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Around Torah Academy

continued on page 5

We greatly appreciate each week’s Kiwi Meal box individual sponsor! 
If you’d like some of the Z’chus of serving meals to 450+ children a week, you can also 
do so for only $180! In honor of a special event or in memory of someone special… This 

helps with our overhead costs. 

Please go to https://donate.banquest.com/torahmn 
to pay for a week (or more). 

Please put your sponsorship information in the description line.

Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Shavous has passed, and we jumped right back in 

to learning the colors. Our Brown Bear books are almost 
complete! 

Save the date:TT2 graduation/Mommy & Me, 
Wednesday, June 9 @ 9:30 a.m.!

Mrs. Basheva Weinberg, Mrs. Rotkin, & Mrs. Grant 
Pre-Kindergarten
Wow! We celebrated our completion of learning the  

with a siyum! Our  siyum was so much fun! We sang all 
of our  songs. We played all of our  games and some 
new ones. Rabbi Idstein came to tell us some interesting 

things about the letters… , , and . Our  cookies and 
treats were delicious!

We painted our own pictures of the Golden Menorah 
in the Mishkan for Parshas Beha’aloscha. We are excited to 
spend time with our parents on Tuesday, June 1st, for Z’man 
B’yachad.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Skapino
Kindergarten
The invitations have been sent out to our dear 

Kindergarten parents…. Yes! It’s really getting close! The 
Siddur party! Practicing on the big stage is so exciting—we 
are almost ready for the big milestone!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Miss S. Borenstein
Kindergarten spent the week reading about a skit 

the Superkids put on, solving addition equations, and 
experimenting with solids, liquids, and gases. We had a 
great time learning about bike safety at the Bike Rodeo! We 
are impressed with these bike riders.

Ms. Kittleson
First Grade
What an amazing week we had! We plowed forward 

and made great headway in our Chumash pesukim!
Thank you to Mr. Cleary and to Officer Luke for the 

fantastic Bike Rodeo. We were great riders and we all had 
our helmets on!

Thank you to Rabbi Prero for the out of this world 
Yedios Keloliyos trip! Kol Hakavod to Kitah Aleph for 
everyone participating and passing your goals! You  have 

some very proud Moros!
Gut Shabbos,
Mrs. Borenstein & Mrs. Goldberger
Second Grade
B”H we had a super de-duper busy week! We started 

Parshas Vayeira! We learned the importance of visiting 
someone who is sick and treating others kindly. We also 
finished our 20 lines and earned our kickball game!!! We 
had a great time at the Bike Rodeo day. We had a blast on 
our Yedios Keloliyos trip! I am so proud of all the girls who 
passed their goals.

Miss H. Prero
We learned, this week, how all the Anshi Sedom who 

were near the house of Lot became blind. It is amazing how 
we see that Hashem could do anything, even making people 
blind in order to bring a yeshua (salvation).

Have a great Shabbos
Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum
This week the second graders read The Bears on 

Hemlock Mountain. They reviewed addition and subtraction 
with regrouping, and they worked on multiplying by 3s 
and 4s. They heard a history lesson about the Navajo Code 

First grade and Pre-K will miss their teacher, Mrs. 
Wenner, as she begins her maternity leave.
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continued on page 6

Talkers, and how they helped the Allies win the war in the 
Pacific in World War 2.

Mrs. Singer & Miss Salmela
Third Grade
Please ask any third grader to explain to you why 

Yaakov Avinu had to say this:   .
Mrs. Prero
This week, the third graders had a double barbecue 

siyum! We celebrated our completion of Parshios Chayei 
Sora and Toldos. We are deep into Parshas Vayeitzei. We 
are in the middle of learning the (hard) pesukim about the 
tzon (flocks) of Yaakov and Lavan.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
In science, the third graders examined non-flowering 

plants that reproduce with spores instead of seeds, watched 
metamorphosis happen to the mealworms in the classroom, 
and learned about physical traits in species and siblings. We 
are back in multiplication in math and are having fun with 
our Harris Burdick stories in Language Arts.

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Congratulations to 4B upon completion of Parshas 

Mikeitz! This week we began studying Parshas Vayigash.
Rabbi Waxman
We continued learning about angles up to 180 degrees. 

We went outside to measure different angles we saw and 
even got to do an art project with angles. In science, we 
learned about tsunamis.

Have a wonderful Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron
This week, the 4th grade girls completed their Fantasy 

Stories that they have been working on for the past two 
weeks. These stories are awesome! Please ask your children 
to share their stories with you over Shabbos.

Mrs. Karako
It’s great to be back in school after some days off as I 

sat Shiva for my father. 
In 4B Math Class this week students are now working 

on understanding data through tables and graphs. This is a 
fun unit, especially when the boys get to make graphs. The 
boys will eventually be gathering data of their own through 
surveys, and then assembling and processing that data 
in tables & graphs, and will then be trying to draw some 
conclusions based upon the data.

In Science we’re concluding our unit on the “Structures 
and Functions of Living Things”, by learning about Helen 
Keller and Louis Braille, and how poeple have overcome 
loss of the senses of sight and hearing. We’ve looked at 
things written in braille, decoded messages in braille, and 
even written messages ourselves.

Mr. Usem
We started our week taking a virtual field trip of 

Washington D.C., and ended our week sharing our book 
posters on our favorite class novel. The final countdown has 

started until summer break—ask your child what are the 10 
days of surprises?

Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
In Chumash, we learned about what Bnei Yisroel asked 

for. How did HaShem show them what was proper and what 
was not? We’re working on our end of the year scrapbook, 
reviewing the lessons we learned from the pesukim in 
Chumash and Navi!

Have a wonderful Shabbos! 
Mrs. Lichtman
The boys are Baruch Hashem getting their feet really 

wet in learning Gemara! They are asking great questions, 
and they are giving great answers! What a nachas!

A big huge THANK YOU to Rabbi Prero for 
orchestrating a magnificent trip for all the boys who put in 
tremendous amount of effort to Yedios Keloliyos! The boys 
really enjoyed!

Have a great Shabbos
Rabbi Mandelbaum
Another packed week in Fifth Grade! We’ve been 

reviewing Math, finishing up our Science unit on the 
Earth’s Surface (and now we get to make a test!), beginning 
a Social Studies unit on “How America Works”, and 
starting a new writing project—our book jackets! Definitely 
a lot to take in . With a visit to Myanmar, a short O. 

Kindergarten exploring solids, liquids and 
gases! Ask them if cornstarch mixed with 
water feels like a solid or a liquid!
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continued on page 7

It’s allergy season! 
Make sure your child has a ready supply of tissues! 
(The supply in many classrooms was used up over 
winter months!) And, they may need to bring an extra 
mask for explosive sneezes during the day....

Henry story (Ransom of Red Chief), and a new novel that 
we will try to finish before the end of the year, there is a lot 
to accomplish! Have a wonderful Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
This week, the 5th grade boys learned all about 

Friction. We also reviewed synonyms by playing a fun 
matching game. It’s fun to see how much their vocabulary 
has grown this school year.

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
This week in 6th grade, we were very busy with the 

Bas Mitzvah program. We fit a little learning in about 
the Melacha of Mechabeh (extinguishing) and Moshe 
Rabeinu’s conversation with Aharon following the egel. 
I am getting so excited for the program, scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 8, at 10:30 a.m., im yirtzeh HaShem!

Have an amazing Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall

On we go,
To Perek Two,
Keitzad HaRegel
And some Shain, too!

When it kicks
He pays half
And when stones shoot
From under the calf

What goes first?
Which is more dear?
That which is written,
Or the one that was unclear?

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman
This week, students continued to research their 

TedTalk topics. Students learned how to quote and 
paraphrase information, support their claims using reliable 
informational texts, and compose a reference page. We will 
clean up our presentation outlines and work on our public 
speaking skills next week. Students have a comprehensive 
vocabulary test on Wednesday, June 2nd. Remind your 
student to study!

Miss Salmela
Seventh Grade
Water from a rock—was it a Kiddush HaShem or not? 

Could it have been better? Who else knew about these 
waters? 

It was a great week of learning. Mazel Tov on the 
siyum!

Mrs. Engelson
As the end of the year approaches, we are still busy 

learning in 7th grade! In Navi, we started learning about 
Dovid Hamelech with Tehillim and the power it has! In 
Sefer Hachinuch we started learning about Shmittah. What 
is the main lesson of Shmittah? Ask any 7th grader! 

Have a great Shabbos! 
Miss S. Borenstein
Eighth Grade
We are almost at the finish line! This week in 8th grade, 

we took a test on Perek Daled. The rest of the week, we 
had a workshop on the Aseres Hadibros, where we learned 
some of the main messages behind each dibra. Have a great 
Shabbos!

Miss Breningstall
The eighth graders are making the days count, as 

opposed to counting the days! We are anticipating a 
wonderful and exciting trip to Colorado next week iy”H!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
This week, 7th graders learned about the Second World 

War. Students learned about the causes of the war in Europe 
and the war in the Pacific. Students in 8th grade spent time 
reflecting on what they learned in social studies this year 

3B 
celebrated 
their 
double 
siyum in 
the Fern 
Hill picnic 
shelter.
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and prepared final projects about what they learned.
Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
After a productive week of working on and practicing 

their graduation speeches, 8th graders definitely deserve 
to have some fun - enjoy your class trip! Seventh graders 
completed their writing portfolios and filled out the study 
guide for their final next week. Just a reminder... 7G will 
take the final on Wednesday and 7B will take the final on 
Thursday. One question to ask your 7th grader is: Have you 
been studying for your Language Arts final? 

Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
It’s great to be back in school after some days off as I 

sat Shiva for my father.  
In 7th Grade Math this week students are continuing 

working with prisms and cylinders. This week we’re 
wrapping up surface area, and then will be moving on to 
finding volume.

In 8th Grade Math this week students are concluding 
our work with linear-functions.  Though we didn’t get 
quite as far as I had hoped (due to my having been out-of-
school while quarantining for COVID and then again for 
my father’s illness and shiva), nevertheless the students had 
a good start on understanding slope and different forms of 
linear equations.  They will have a good base on which to 
build further as they continue on in algebra next year. 

Mr. Usem
MS Science
This week in science, we began building rockets for 

our rocket derby! The challenge: the rocket must contain 
the payload of 1 surgical mask that must stay intact during 
the launch and landing. Students are getting creative, 
working together, and following instructions very well—
I’m excited for the launch next week!

Mrs. Lang
Computers
2nd through 8th Grade has made time this past two 

weeks to take the spring assessments in math and reading 
using the FastBridge testing program via the Internet.

6th Graders have added a new learning tool available 
on the Internet. Khan Academy (khanacademy.org) 
combines short lesson videos with practice problems to 
reinforce the lesson and to check for understanding. The 6th 
graders are starting with geometry.

The 8th Graders are busy completing this year’s 
yearbook.

Mr. Baldinger

Mrs. Wenner’s 1st graders put their number 
scrolls together to make a “mega scroll.”

The fifth grade girls prepared a treat for their 
families for Shavuos.

The Gross family has the minhag of bringing 
a three-year-old to cheder to lick honey off 
the alef bais. This is Shloimy in TT-2, doing 
that with Rabbi Prero!
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St. Louis Park city officials asked us to encourage 
everyone in the neighborhood—children and parents 
alike—to keep our community parks, Fern Hill and Twin 
Lakes, clean. 

Please pick up any litter you notice and put it in 
the nearby garbage cans. 

We simply 
could not have 
arranged for a 
more beautiful 
day for our 
first Bike 
Rodeo!
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New skills are developing in Rabbi Mandelbaum’s class. Here are the second grade boys learning 
together and breaking up a pasuk by themselves. Elliott Weiss read a whole pasuk loud and clear to 
the whole class.

Mrs. Karako’s made a game for learning 
synonyms and expanding their vocabulary.

The 6th grade boys have been working with 
Coach Jonny, lead trainer at Pros of the Rope.

The 5th-8th grade boys went to Valleyfair on Sunday as the first half of this year’s Yedios Keloliyos 
trip; the rest of the 1st-8th grade students are slated to go this Friday.
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Stop at the stop signs! 
Stay under the speed limit!

Watch out for bicyclists & pedestrians!

Thank you to the Kutoff Family for continuing their parents’ tradition of giving a pocket-size 
Siddur to each First Grade student and a pocket-size Chumash to each Second Grade 
student. This year they also distributed the pocket-size sefarim to the students who missed 
out last spring.


