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Parshas Parah

Important Dates

Friday, March 13: Dismissal at 1:30 pm, NO BUS
Enrichment classes 1:30-2:15 pm
Sunday, March 15: Sunday Learning Program 8:45 am-12:15 pm
(note time change!)
Monday, March 16: Matzo Orders Due!
Wednesday, March 18: Torah Tot & Pre-K Parent-Teacher Conferences
NO AFTERCARE!
Wednesday, March 25: Pre-K Conferences Parent-Teacher Conferences

Thank you for supporting
Torah Academy!

Torah Academy Banquet to be rescheduled, bli neder, after Pesach
2800 Joppa Avenue South · St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Telephone [952] 920-6630 · Fax [952] 922-7844 · office@torahacademymn.org
A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation
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A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

This week’s parsha of Ki Sisa details one of the great
historical transgressions of the Jewish nation, the sin
of the Golden Calf. As a consequence of their deed, the
Torah records, “Moshe stood at the gateway of the camp
and said, whoever is for the HaShem, join me, and all the
Leviim gathered around.” HaShem enjoined Moshe to
solicit men and arms who would take retribution upon the
perpetrators of this great transgression. However, only the
members of the tribe of Levi joined forces with Moshe,
thus distinguishing and consecrating themselves for the
future privilege of serving in the Bais HaMikdash, the Holy
Temple.
In the context of this event, I share with you a beautiful
and instructive story. One of the great scholars of the
previous generation, HaRav Shimon Schwab zt”l, recorded
his memorable meeting with the illustrious and venerable
sage, the Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Yisroel Meir Hakohen of
Radin, Poland. The Chofetz Chaim asked Rav Schwab if
he was either a Kohen or a Levi. He responded neither. The
sage said, “How unfortunate; when Moshiach will come,
the Bais HaMikdash will be rebuilt, and you will want to
participate in its service. However, being neither a Kohen
nor a Levi, you will not be able to enter to do the ritual
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service.” The Chofetz Chaim continued, “Fortunately, I
am a Kohen, and might I ask why are you not a Kohen or
Levi?” Rav Schwab answered simply, “My father wasn’t
a Kohen.” The Chofetz Chaim then asked, “And why was
your father not a Kohen?” Understanding that the line
of reasoning that his father’s father wasn’t a Kohen was
not the desired answer, he remained silent waiting for the
Chofetz Chaim’s deeper intention. The Chofetz Chaim
turned to him and said, “I’ll tell you why truly you are not
a Kohen. When Moshe asked for volunteers to join with
him that fateful day, your ancestors failed to come forth,
failed to rise to the challenge and be counted. Not so my
ancestors, those from the tribe of Levi who with passion
and zeal captured the moment, stood in the breech and with
sacrifice and valor took up arms to meet the challenge.”
The Chofetz Chaim concluded, “Take this as a
life lesson. When you hear the call, who is for G-d,
strengthen yourself, rise above, with passion and alacrity.”
Rav Schwab became the leader of the German Jewish
community for many years, inspired that day for a lifetime
of communal service and leadership.
Likewise, we must ask of ourselves, have we answered
the call?
Have a wonderful Shabbos,

Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

Attention All Visitors: Instead of signing yourself in, please get a personalized
sticker from one of the secretaries stating your name and purpose for being in our
school building. It takes an extra minute, so please don’t come at the last second.

Mr. Cleary’s Corner
Teaching someone to read is an incredibly
difficult thing to do. It takes an expert and fortunately,
we have several on our staff. Learning to read
is not natural nor is it easy. Reading is quite an
accomplishment for our brains to achieve. For many of
our students, reading requires an extraordinary amount of
effort to develop the skills necessary to be able to read.
Our teachers face several challenges when
it comes to teaching reading. Teachers must instruct
students in an explicit, systematic, and direct way in
order to decipher words. They then must assess students
to see where each child is in his or her skill development.
With this information, teachers will then alter their
lessons to meet the needs of all of their students.
Teachers of reading must understand and interpret
the errors their students make, give them appropriate
feedback, and be able to explain ideas in several ways.
Oh, and by the way, they have to do all of this in a fun
way to make the students love to read (and they get
about an hour a day to do it)! This requires an expert!

Here are some examples of learning targets that
happen in our classes. “I can spell CVC words.” “I can
match long vowel sounds.” “I know when two vowels
are together, the first one says its name.” “I can decode
CVVC words.” “I can use the correct possessive pronoun
in a sentence.” “I can spell a pronoun contraction
correctly, including placement of the apostrophe.” “I
can match the suffix to the correct base word.” “I can
identify the linking verb in a sentence.” “I can identify
adverbs vs. adjectives.” These complex learning targets
are vital in an extensive, demanding reading curriculum.
We are very fortunate to have such
knowledgeable teachers here at Torah Academy. We
continue to modify our instruction to meet the needs of
each individual learner. We also want our instruction to
include a wide range of research-based components and
practices. Celebrate your children’s accomplishments
as they learn to read and thank their teachers who
painstakingly plan and map their classroom instruction
in order to develop strong readers!

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal
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Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Gabe and
Susan Silverberg on the bar mitzvah of their
son Joshua. May they see much nachas from
their children.
Mazel Tov Mr. and Mrs. Josh and Bracha
Feldman on the birth of a baby boy. May the
bris take place b’ito u’vizmano. Mazel Tov to
grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Ron and Janet Plotsker.
Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Avromi and Malky
Mayer on the birth of a baby boy. May the bris take
place b’ito u’vizmano.
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Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Matan and
Yaffi Wexler on the birth of a baby boy. Mazel
Tov to grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Reid and
Bonny Wexler. May the bris take place b’ito
u’vizmano.
Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Jacob and
Julie Rupp on celebrating the bas mitzvah of
their daughter Esther Leah. May they see much nachas
from their children.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong!
To share news with the editor please call 952-285-8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Our Od Yosef Chai Campaign raised

just over $12,000

for the poor of Eretz Yisroel.
Thank you to everyone who participated!

We get mail...
From: Dave Schulte <dave@dazzlingdave.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 8:04 AM
To: Rabbi Idstein <rpidstein@torahacademymn.org>
Subject: Yo-Yo fun!
Good morning Rabbi.
I was lucky enough to perform at the Purim celebration last night, and it was a lot of fun!
I can really tell there has been a yo-yo boom at the school, because so many kids had yo-yos!
And I can tell your students must be really caring for each other, as even the kids as young
as first grade were very good at yo-yos. And that only happens when the older kids mix in with
the younger kids and help them.
Thanks again for having me teach and perform for your students.
Have fun
•••Dazzling Dave•••
Cell: 763-229-9696

Our condolences to Melody Jacobs-Cassuto on the death of her mother,
Marilyn Jacobs, Matla Minne bas Avraham Asher a”h.
May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Kolenu
Volume XXII, Number 20

5

News and Views of Torah Academy
March 13, 2020

Classroom close-up

8B Judaic Studies~Rabbi Friedler
“We are Yeshiva bocharim, who happen to be in eight grade.”
Eighth grade is a very exciting and important year for the boys. On the one hand, they are the oldest
boys in the school, and they set the tone for the whole school. On the other hand, they must prepare
themselves as well as possible for their upcoming experience in Yeshiva next year. The main focus of
our day is learning Gemorah. We put a big focus on the boys becoming more and more comfortable with
learning Gemorah and Rashi. Every Gemorah is discussed and explored from many different angles. We
encourage the boys to make our classroom sound like a lively Beis Medrash! If a question that should be
raised is not brought up, the boys will be guided to ask the question. Once the question is raised, we will
go around the classroom and hear different suggestions. We strongly encourage arguing! (In learning, of
course!).
We are trained, and shown over and over again, how we should not be afraid of Rashi (even the long
ones). Rashi is our Rebbi! He is there to help us! Every word of Rashi has to be carefully considered;
why did Rashi say this? The boys are trained to start thinking, and learning like they will be doing in
Yeshiva. At various points throughout the year, the boys are even introduced to some Tosafos as well as
other commentaries. We place a strong focus on comprehension as well as reading and understanding the
Gemora inside. We also learn Chumash and Rashi. We study Parshios Shoftim and Ki Seitzei. Our focus
is on understanding the pasuk and Rashi inside, as well as understanding the ideas outside. For Halacha,
we study Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. We start out learning the laws of waking up in the morning, and then
move on to the halachos of davening. A strong emphasis is placed on Kedushas Beis Hakenesses. We are
taught to appreciate the proper behavior and decorum in a shul.
When a Yom Tov approaches, we switch over to discussing the laws of the upcoming Yom Tov.
Every week, we learn Parshas Hashavua (the weekly Torah portion). We go through many ideas and
mitzvos which are discussed in that Parsha. There is a lot of hashkafah (Jewish outlook on life) which is
many times given over as a Dvar Torah (Torah thought) on the parsha, or discussed in the class.
In addition to all the learning, the boys work on various fundraisers throughout the year which go
towards their graduation trip. Besides for paying for the trip, this gives the boys a sense of responsibility.
Additionally, it helps build up the achdus (unity) amongst the boys, and foster more camaraderie. My
goal in eighth grade is to have them as well prepared for Yeshiva as possible and to help them properly
develop into mature adults.
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Thank you to all the volunteers who made the
Purim Carnivals such fun events for
students of all ages

The most significant things we can do to protect our students and
ourselves from contagious conditions are the same preventative practices
that we promote every year during cold and flu season:
• Students and staff should stay home when they are sick. If possible, stay home from
work, school, and errands when you are sick. You will help prevent others from catching
your illness. Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs spread this way.
• Cover coughs and sneezes. Use a tissue to cover coughs and sneezes, then dispose of
the tissue When a tissue is not available, cough or sneeze into your elbow.
• Clean and disinfect surfaces or objects. Clean and disinfect frequently touched
surfaces
• Wash hands for 20 seconds. Washing hands often under clean, running water can help
prevent the spread of germs
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The View from the Classroom
Around Torah Academy 3/13/20
Torah Tot Two Year Olds “A”
We can’t believe the year is flying by. Now that Purim
is over, we are starting to learn about Peasch.
Mrs. Bodner, Miss B. Weinberg, & Mrs. Wahlstrom
Torah Tot Two Year Olds “B”
PJ day to Purim to the Purim Carnival… what a
busy week we’ve had! Everyone looked so cute in their
costumes. Now on to Pesach cleaning!
Mrs. B. Weinberg, Mrs. Rotkin, & Miss B. Prero
Pre-Kindergarten
We began a new big book about the Country Mouse
and the City Mouse, and learned about the differences
between the big city and country living. We also began to
discuss our upcoming season change! It’s almost spring!
Mrs. Wenner & Miss R. Spar
Kindergarten
It was wonderful to see many adorable Torah Academy
students on Purim day! A great time was enjoyed by all!
Now we pack away our Purim unit and begin… Pesach!
The children took home their own real “Pre-Pesach
Cleaning Kits.” They are ready to help you clean out all
your ! Enjoy the help!
Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
Kindergarten had a blast this week learning about flat
and solid shapes, building words, reading sentences, and
attending the TA carnival. Thanks to all who made it such a
fun day for Kindergarten students!
Ms. Kittleson
First Grade
What a week, B”H!! It was so fun to see so many from
Kitah Alef enjoying Purim day. The excitement continued
as we enjoyed the Shushan Purim Carnival so much. Thank
you to all who worked so hard on it. No time to waste in
Kitah Alef; we ended our week with an introduction to our
Pesach prep.
Have a wonderful Shabbos,
Mrs. Borenstein, Mrs. Goldberger, Mrs. Grant & Mrs.
Rothstein
The first graders are so excited to start the second
book of the Superkids! Our first story was all about a talent
show. The new skill this week was reading and spelling
contractions with n’t. In math, we are learning different
strategies for adding within 10.
Mrs. Singer & Miss Breningstall
First graders worked so hard on their mid-year
assessment. I am so proud of all you have learned and all
you will continue to learn in language arts in first grade!
Ms. Kittleson
First graders began to work with new addition and
subtraction strategies, like counting on and counting back.
For science, we worked to add facts to our animal books,

learning about mammals, birds, reptiles, insects, and fish!
Mrs. Wenner
Second Grade
MAZEL TOV to the second-grade girls on finishing
Parshas Lech Lecha! The second-grade girls have been
working hard and waiting for the exciting day until we
finished the Parsha! It was nice to see all the girls on Purim
in their costumes!
Miss H. Prero
This week, in Chumash we learned about the
importance of making sure that you don’t hurt someone’s
feelings. We learned that from the way HaShem changed
what Sara Imenu said about Avraham Avenu.
It was so nice to see everyone dressed up on Purim, and
thank you for all the Shloach Manos!
Have a wonderful Shabbos.
Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum
This week, in math, the second graders worked to solve
one-step and two-step real world problems involving metric
lengths. These are very challenging!! In Superkids, they
practiced reading and spelling words with long e vowel
variants. Our reading fluency passage this week was a silly
one: The Owl and the Pussycat.
Mrs. Singer & Miss H. Prero
Third Grade
What a wonderful Purim we all had. The girls came
back to school tired but with such simcha. Thank you, 8th
grade, for a fun filled carnival.
I hate to be one to break this to you but... Pesach is in
one month, and we will be working continuously on our
Haggadah!
Have a superb and restful Shabbos,
Mrs. Prero
Baruch Hashem the third graders finished their
Megillos in time for Purim! We even got to watch a special
continued on page 8

Kolenu
Volume XXII, Number 20
Purim DVD.
Have a great Shabbos
Rabbi Friedler
The third graders are finishing up their work on
fractions in math, and will be moving to area and perimeter
work soon. We will also start our next vocabulary unit,
introduced with an interesting article about King Tut!
Thank you for the creative shalach manos I received
from your children. They were delightful!
Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
What a fun week! Even on Purim, the 4th graders were
learning Chumash! Can you guess how? Ask a 4th grade
girl!
Mrs. Idstein
As we finish studying the laws and customs of Purim,
we begin learning Hilchos Pesach and the Hagaddah. How
are Purim and Pesach connected? What do they have in
common? Ask our 4th grade boys.
Thank you parents for the beautiful Mishsloach Manos
that you sent! It is much appreciated.
Rabbi Waxman
I hope everyone had a wonderful Purim! I loved seeing
everyone’s costumes!! Even with all the fun going on, we
still learned about mixed numbers!
Have a good Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron
In math, students continue working with fractions this
week. We are now working on comparing and ordering
fractions, and learning how to use equivalent fractions (and
common denominators) to do so.
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In science, we’ve finished up our unit... “Structures and
Functions of Living Things,” and the boys are completing a
poster about their chosen sub-topic from our unit.
Mr. Usem
What a fun and busy week, but we still got some
learning in. In Social Studies, we continued with our
Summer Road Trip Project. In Language Arts, we reviewed
parts of speech, context clues and author’s purpose. One
question to ask your 4 th grader is: Where are you going on
your road trip?
Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
We feel the excitement in the air as we finished the 9th
perek in Bava Kama this week. Keep on “Shteiging.”
It was so nice to see everyone dressed up on Purim, and
thank you for all the Mishloach Manos!
Have a great Shabbos.
Rabbi Mandelbaum
Well, it’s definitely been quite a week here in Fifth
Grade! With Purim, creating our newest foldables,
beginning a new unit in Math (Graphs), continuing
Revolutionary War letters, and finding out more about the
Magic Bar in “The Great Chocolate Chase”, we’ve been
busy. We also enjoyed a special Read-a-thon session on
Wednesday, complete with blankets, pillows, snacks, and
of course, BOOKS! Keep up with that reading! Have a
wonderful Shabbos.
Mrs. Gross
continued on page 9

Mazel Tov to second grade on finishing Parshas Lech Lecha.
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“Facts and Feats for Kids #1” selected by Rabbi Idstein (from the book of the same name)
• Bees can’t tell the difference between yellow, green, orange, and red.
• People naturally avoid foods that are purple or blue. A good tip for dieters is to put a
blue or purple light in the fridge!
• Pumpkins come in orange, yellow, red, green, blue, white and bronze!

Sixth Grade
This week, in 6th grade, we finished Perek . How
did HaShem distribute the HUGE sin of  ? We
did a Chumash skills worksheet and took a test! It was
so delightful to see the girls on Purim in their adorable
costumes!
Have an amazing Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall
Coins in piles, stacked like towers,
We must return them, they’re not ours!
What about the case, of “Mishalchafi, Shalchufei”?
Oh, and did I mention, the middah of the day?
Have a good Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman
In math, the girls are learning about Probability and
ODDs and how to calculate both. This is their first taste of
statistics. Next week, they will learn about tree diagrams as
a way to calculate probability. By the time this unit is over,
the girls will be hard to beat at board games!!!!
In math, the boys just started a unit on the coordinate
plane and how to graph points on the plane. From there, the
boys will learn to calculate slope. These are very essential
concepts as they continue their studies in algebra and
geometry.
In physics, the boys are finishing up their unit on the
6 simple machines with how YoYos work. This includes
the topic of centrifugal and centripetal force! A quiz is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 17.
Dr. Thorne
This week, in science, the girls are working to better
understand how waves change when they come into contact
with different types of mediums. We applied this to both
light and sound waves!
Mrs. Lang
The sixth graders took their research vocabulary
test and continued learning about rhetorical appeals. The
students learned about the persuasive power of ethos,
logos, and pathos. This information will become applicable
when students begin drafting their papers. This paper will
challenge students to articulate their voices and ideas into
writing.
Ms. Salmela
Seventh Grade
We’ve taken a test on Chumash, but we’re eager to see
what will happen with the test in Chumash.
Finding someone hidden and figuring out the puzzle is
satisfying and rewarding. May we always find HaShem in

our lives and hold on to the simcha of Purim!
Mrs. Engelson
Purim is over but Pesach is coming! We are so excited
to learn the hagada and make a beautiful cover to go along
with it! It was such a pleasure to see the girls on Purim all
dressed up!
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss S. Borenstein
Eighth Grade
What an amazing job the girls did with selling
Mishloach Manos and the Purim carnival! Thanks to
Mrs. Ghermezian and Mrs. Chodos for spearheading the
Mishloach Manos fundraiser!
Mrs. Idstein
Congratulations Eighth Graders! You did a superb job
continued on page 10

Rabbi Idstein read a Dr. Seuss book to
Kindergarten.
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on the Shalach Manos!!!
Special thanks to the parent volunteers, Mrs. Lilach
Chodos and Mrs. Alice Ghermezian. Your creativity,
efficiency, flexibility, and good cheer made it the success
that it was!
Mrs. Greenberg
See Classroom Close-ups.
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
7th graders presented their news articles that they wrote
about important Civil War battles. 7th graders also learned
about the Emancipation Proclamation and new military
strategies used in the Civil War. 7th grade will have a quiz
on Civil War battles on Monday, 3/16.
8th graders learned about the geography of east Asia.
Students learned about the diversity of natural places in
Asia, including mountains, deserts, islands, tundra, and
grasslands. 8th graders have a map quiz on Monday, 3/16.
Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
Seventh graders started working on their informative
essays. We have some great topics! We also continue to
review prefixes. One question to ask your 7 th grader is:
How is your essay going? Eighth graders continue to read
their class novels. One question to ask your 8 th grader is:
What is the conflict for your main character and how does
that add to the story’s plot?
Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
With Purim, this week was a very short week, so...
in 8th grade, 8B students completed an assessment
on solving equations for our final assessment in 2nd
Trimester. 8G students are now solving simple one-step
algebraic equations, concentrating on those that involve
multiplication and division. In 7th grade... 7G students
took their final assessment of the 2nd Trimester on the
topic of proportions and have moved on to a short study
of “inverse proportions.” 7B students took their final
assessment of the 2nd Trimester on the topic of proportions
this week and are now working on using proportional
reasoning in dimensional analysis.
Mr. Usem
MS Science
This week in science we are chugging along with our
human body systems. I am amazed and how much new
information students are learning, being taught by their
peers!
Mrs. Lang
Computers
Here are some highlights from this week!
Kindergarten—This week, we used pre-drawn dot-todot pictures. After the students draw in the part made from
the dots, they complete the picture by filling it in with color.
The activity gives them practice with using the mouse do
make specific patterns and then using the drawing tools to
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complete the picture.
1st Grade—Purim was the theme for this week. The
children were asked to use their skills at using the Kid Pix
drawing program to create a Purim-related drawing.
2nd Grade—The students are writing their own stories.
Each student should finish their story this week. We will
learn how to use the word processor to check spelling and
the review the story to check for proper capitalization, and
punctuation.
4th Grade—We learned how to create pie charts and to
modify our pie and bar charts to use drawings (that match
the data being plotted) to make the bars and pie slices in the
charts look more like what is being plotted (sports in our
example).
6th Grade Boys/7th Grade Girls and Boys—The project
this week was to use our animation technique to create a
basic drawing program. We use IF…THEN statements to
change colors whenever the mouse is clicked in a specified
part of the screen.
Mr. Baldinger
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Influenza (“flu”) continues to be widespread in Minnesota. Symptoms of influenza include
fever, cough, sore throat, headache, body aches, fatigue, and sometimes vomiting and
diarrhea.
Keep your student at home and consider seeking medical attention if they have
typical flu symptoms as listed above or any of the following:

Fever of 100 degrees or more. Students need to stay home for 24 hours after
their temperature returns to normal without the use of fever-reducing medicine.

Vomiting or diarrhea. Students need to stay home until 24 hours after the last
episode.

Any uncontrolled cough.

Any rash for which you do not know the cause. Check with your family
physician/clinic before sending the student to school.

Strep Throat. Students may return 24 hours following the first dose of
antibiotics, if fever free and well enough to fully participate in school.
If you have specific concerns about coronavirus, the Minnesota Department of Health has
set up a hotline at 651-201-5414 to answer general questions. You can also find the most
current information at the Minnesota Department of Health website (www.health.state.mn.us)
and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website (www.cdc.gov).
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Torah Academy Matzah Orders 5780 – 2020

To order Matzah for Pesach 5780, please complete the form below
and return it to the Torah Academy Store.

Matzah orders must be received by March 16.
Please return the form to:

Torah Academy Store

2800 Joppa Ave. S., St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Please do NOT submit payment with order.
Payment will be collected when you pick up your Matzah.

Orders can be faxed to [952] 922-7844

SHOTZER 1 pound (approx. 7-8 matzos)
Hand Shmura Matzah
SHOTZER 1 pound (approx. 7-8 matzos)
Whole Wheat Hand Shmura Matzah
cRc Chicago 1 pound
Hand Shmura Matzah

Unit Price
$30.00/lb.

Quantity

Orders due
Monday,
March 16!

$30.00/lb.
$16.50/lb.

All below are GLICKS products:
Machine Shmura Matzah 1 pound
Machine Shmura Matzah Meal 1 lb.
Machine Shmura Cake Meal 1 lb.
Machine (18 min.) Matzah 1 lb.
not Shmura
Machine (18 min.) Matzah Meal 1 lb.
not Shmura
Machine (18 min.) Cake Meal 1 lb.
not Shmura

$12.55
$11.25
$11.25
$9.50
$9.50
$9.50

Note: We can’t
guarantee that all
matzahs or any
matzahs will be
whole in a given
box.
Name_____________________________
Address___________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________
Phone_____________________________
Please do NOT submit payment with order. Payment will be collected when you pick up your Matzah.

Matzah orders must be received by Monday, March 16
Have a Happy and Kosher Pesach

