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2800 Joppa Avenue South · St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
Telephone [952] 920-6630 · Fax [952] 922-7844 · office@torahacademymn.org

A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
Thursday, February 27: 7B-8B Mishmar
Friday, February 28: Dismissal at 1:30 pm, NO BUS
                                   New Enrichment Session starts 1:30-2:15 pm
Sunday, March 1: Father-Son Purim Learning Program 8:15-11:45 am
Thursday, March 5: 2G Purim Play at 1:30 pm, 7B-8B Mishmar at night
Friday, March 6: Dismissal at 1:30 pm, NO BUS
                                   New Enrichment Session starts 1:30-2:15 pm
Sunday, March 8: Sunday Learning Program 8:45 am-12:15 pm (note DST time change!)
Monday, March 9: Taanis Esther
                              Early dismissal at 2:30 pm, No Bus, No Aftercare
Tuesday, March 10: Purim, No School
Wednesday, March 11: Shushan Purim/ Purim Carnival 
                                       9:00 am late start with boys’ minyan at 8:15 am
Sunday, March 15: 75th Anniversary Torah Academy Banquet!
                                 Send in your reservations & ads now!

Ruach Day!
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

“And you shall cover it [the Aron] with pure gold, 
within and without shall you cover it, and you shall 
make upon it a crown of gold all around it “(25:11). 

From this directive to overlay the wooden Aron with 
gold, both from within and without, the Gemora in Yoma 
deduces that a Torah scholar is required to have “his inside 
match his outside” (72b). It isn’t enough for a Torah scholar 
to be knowledgeable; his internal character must match his 
public demeanor. His behavior must be consistent with his 
scholarship. 

This requirement is readily understood. To be 
designated a Torah scholar, it is not sufficient merely to 
have achieved proficiency in the texts and the laws. Rather, 
one must embody the very virtues and morals of the Torah. 

But what about teaching Torah to someone who is not 
of refined character? 

In Mesechta Berachos (28a), there is a Tannaitic 
dispute regarding this issue. Rabban Gamliel, the head of 
the Academy, granted entrance to the study hall only to 
students of high moral stature. That standard, however, 
did not last. After Rabban Gamliel was replaced as head 
of the Academy by Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria, a new policy 
was implemented: all students were now welcome in the 
Academy. The Gemora relates that many hundreds of 

students, who had previously been barred, came and joined 
the Academy. 

What is the philosophy underpinning this new 
approach? 

A similar Tannaitic dispute is recounted in the Medrash 
of Avos D’Rabbi Nosson (2:9). The School of Shammai 
opined that it is forbidden to teach Torah to someone who 
is not of high moral character. Torah, sublime and pure, 
should not be wed to the coarse and dissolute. The School 
of Hillel, however, objected and offered a timeless and 
reverberating rationale: “One should teach every person, for 
there were many sinners in Israel, but since they came close 
to Torah, there emerged from them righteous and saintly 
people.” 

There has been much concern and hand-wringing, 
particularly in the last few years, regarding the alarming 
increase in the number of Jewish youth who profess a lack 
of interest in or connection to Judaism. Many creative ideas 
and ambitious initiatives have been proposed as solutions 
to this terrifying reality. Yet, there is only one tried and true 
method that has connected us to Judaism throughout the 
millennia, the method so well-articulated long ago by the 
great sage Hillel—the power of the Torah.

Have a wonderful Shabbos,

Emotional resilience and grit! I want our students to 
have both of these qualities. I want my own children to 
have these qualities. I want to do better myself with both 
of these qualities. Wednesday evening, Torah Academy 
had the privilege of having Dr. Nolan of Phoenix School 
Counseling come to speak on how to improve these traits 
in our children. I’d like to highlight some aspects of her 
speech that impacted me and made me reflect, both as a 
principal and as a parent.

Children need more frustrating times! They need to 
experience negative emotions to learn how to manage these 
negative emotions. It’s okay if my kids get upset because 
they have to do their chores. I need to do a better job of 
letting them be upset and not letting them off the hook. I 
was in the math room this week, and a student said, “I need 
help!” I looked at their paper and they had nothing on it. 
They were so afraid of being frustrated that they didn’t even 
make an attempt. We need to do a better job of teaching 
our children to learn to manage their emotions. The only 
way we can accomplish this is through the practice of being 
frustrated.

Dr. Nolan said there are 2000 words to describe 
emotions. We know strong emotions scare children. We 
need to teach children how to use these words in order to 
help guide them through strong emotions. Our students 
need to be able to describe their emotions and again, the 
more we practice, the better we get. Instead of trying to 

solve our child’s problem, let’s help him or her identify 
it and then acknowledge it. We don’t need to intrude and 
over-help. We need to allow students to navigate their 
emotions and understand what they are feeling.

I have and will continue to spend time reflecting on the 
points Dr. Nolan introduced. I hope to grow as a parent and 
as an administrator. I can’t expect change, if I don’t change. 
I hope I can continue to improve how I guide our students, 
while keeping in mind that life is full of hard things, but we 
can do hard things!
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 Includes 1 Table of 10

o LEADERSHIP CIRCLE ................$  3,600 
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We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong! 
 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-8603 or  email office@torahacademymn.org

Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Adam and 
Avigayil Kass on the birth of a baby girl, 
Naama Elisheva. Mazel Tov to grandparents 
Dr. and Mrs. Sid and Bonnie Kass and Mr. and 
Mrs. Sherwin and Jan Mishkin.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Moshe and 
Chaya Rena Weinberg on the engagement of 
their daughter Baila to Mr. Pinny Berger of 
Cleveland, Ohio. May the wedding take place 
b’shaah tovah u’mutzlachas.

NCSY is selling “In lieu of Shalach Manos” cards. 
Ten cards for $18. 

Please call Morah Bella at (612) 799-8523 to order.Please enjoy the Rosh 
Chodesh Adar Treats 

 

Provided by PTO 
& 

Sponsored by: 
 

The Siegel & Levinthal Familes in honor of the 7th yahrzeit 
of their mother, Mindel bas Moshe a”h 
 

Please consider saying your Bracha out 
loud so others can answer Amen.  

Rosh Chodesh Adar Treats Torah Academy’s 
3rd Grade Girls

present

“The Imahos”
A short captivating musical that 
reflects many things they have 

learned this year.
All women and children are welcome! 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 @ 1:45 pm
Charge: A donation to Od Yosef Chai 

would make the girls’ day!

2G Purim Play 
March 5th at 1:30 pm
Torah Academy Gym

The learning on Monday was sponsored in memory of 
Mrs. Guita Borenstein, Gitel Malka bas Shabsai a”h.

Od Yosef Chai Campaign...
So far we have raised over $5000 – keep it up! Thank you so very much!
•	 Monies collected should be given to the Rebbe, Morah, or davening teacher for their class.

•	 ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT DIRECTLY TO “OD YOSEF CHAI”

•	 Money can be brought in up to and including Purim day!
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Classroom Close-up
8G Judaic Studies~Mrs. Greenberg & Mrs. Idstein

continued on page 7

While every year we write what the eigth grade girls learn, this year we decided that they should write what they 
learn….

TEFILAH - We begin our day with Davening. Before we daven we learn a short idea about specific words 
in our davening. This enhances our understanding of the words. It’s super interesting.  

Rachel
CHUMASH- We love learning Chumash because the lessons come to life for us. We finished Parshas 

Devorim and we are in the middle of Parshas Va’eschanan. These parshios talk about how Moshe Rabeinu 
rebukes B’nai Yisroel for their sins. Moshe also reminds B’nai Yisroel about specific mitzvos that they’ve 
learned previously and teaches them about mitzvos that they will begin to perform when they enter Eretz 
Yisroel. We understand the p’sukim through the misholim and stories. This helps us apply the lesson to our 
everyday life. We go deeply into the p’sukim and don’t continue until we fully understand how Rashi explains 
the words. We learn to question the words of the Chumash and try to come up with an answer to our questions. 
Even though the p’sukim in Sefer Devorim seem to be repetitive, we learn how each pasuk teaches us a different 
aspect to each lesson. Chumash is a treasure in our lives that guides us and we are thankful to all our teachers 
who help us understand the lessons learned.

Batsheva and Ellie
PARSHA- Parsha is always a blast with Mrs. Idstein! The Divrei Torah are always super interesting and we 

love sharing them at our Shabbos table.  We start at the beginning of the week with a packet of questions about 
the parsha. Whenever we answer a question, we get a check. Once we get 100 checks, we get a treat, which 
motivates us to try harder. But getting a check isn’t as easy as you think. We must read from the Chumash, 
Rashis and p’sukim, but we can always get a helping hand from Mrs. Idstein. Overall, Parsha can be hard 
sometimes, but it’s always fun and really interesting. 

Tamar and Sara Miriam
IVRIT- Learning Ivrit is so much fun. Reading the stories and translating them make us realize how much 

we really know. The work sheets teach us how to conjugate the verbs into different tenses and binyonim. 
Rachel

With this we end the first part of our day!
After a refreshing and invigorating recess, we are charged with new energy with which to greet Mrs. 

Greenberg.
Navi- Navi is one of the main subjects we learn with Mrs. Greenberg. This year we are studying Sefer 

Melachim Alef and hope to complete the entire sefer. Wow! What an accomplishment! Each morning, we learn 
by first reading the pasuk and then writing the simple explanation in our notes along with other commentaries 
on the pasuk. Each day, Mrs. Greenberg points out many important lessons from the Navi that we can apply to 
our daily lives. After all, this is THE reason that we learn! We typically have a test after 1-2 perakim. We make 
a foldable with every perek, which summarizes what we learned and helps prepare us for the test. And, how can 
we forget our daily quizzes that are such a helpful tool!!

Rachel and Sara Miriam 
Beuir Tefillah- This year, we are learning the Shemoneh Esrei in Beuir Tefillah. It is exciting to learn 

through our bright colorful scrapbooks. Every Monday and Wednesday, we embark on a journey that changes 
our tefillah for the better. We discuss little points about the deeper meaning of the translation. After we fully 
understand it, we learn the actual words in context in a familiar tune so we remember it. In the end, we gain so 
much more than a fabulous information-packed scrapbook. We now know the deeper meanings of the tefillos 
that had one seemed so mundane. Our deeper connection with HaShem can now be cherished so much more.

Batsheva and Ellie 
Yahadus- Yahadus is a really interesting and fun subject. This year we’ve delved deeply into other Yomim 
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Tovim, like Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, and Succos, etc. We learned how the Jewish calendar is like a circle 
and that every year we have the opportunity to tap into the hidden powers of that Yom Tov. We study many 
details connected to the current Yom Tov, laws, and what’s forbidden, and what’s not. But don’t think it’s hard or 
boring. We always have a way to make it exciting, like a nice Succos project, pictures and more! Upcoming, is 
one of the most interesting Yomim Tovim…. PURIM! We are all excited to learn about Purim on a deeper level 
and to learn the background story! Can’t wait to see what fun Mrs. Greenberg will have in store for us!

Tamar Chodos 

 Don’t forget to contact Torah Academy if you’re interested in 
buying Shalach Manos (or we’ll just call you!)!

Classroom Close-up (Continued)

Rabbi Mandelbaum’s 2B class made a siyum on Parshas Lech Lecha!

Ruach Day!
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continued on page 10

the View from the Classroom
Torah Tot Two Year Olds “B”
Purim is in the air and you sure can feel it when you 

walk into Room 1! “Who did we meet walking down on 
Shushan Street…” It’s been a fun week as we began to learn 
the Purim story. We went back in time and Achashverosh 
and Vashti came alive. Stay tuned for more….

Mrs. B. Weinberg, Mrs. Rotkin, & Miss B. Prero 
Torah Tot Three Year Olds
Another fun-filled week: Ayin=aitz (tree) pictures, 

Rosh Chodesh crowns and merriment, Q=quilt, excitement 
around our sprouting bean seeds, Purim puppets are 
finished, and we hope they enjoy a lot of play time at home. 
We’re still hard at work on our Purim people. Mazel Tov to 
Kallah/Baila—we’re so happy for you!

Mrs. Fishman, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Chodos, & Mrs. Siegel
Pre-Kindergarten
♫♪ Mishesenichnas Adar Marbim B’Simcha ♫♪
The colorful fish hanging in our room remind us that 

we have a lot of simcha in the month of Adar!
We celebrated Rosh Chodesh Adar with our Shushan 

Fashion Show and a Rosh Chodesh treat!
We learned the letter Yy. With our  (eyes) we can 

read the  the way they were read in Shushan!
Parshas Teruma is all about the Mishkan. We had fun 

making our own Mishkan.
Have a wonderful Shabbos,
Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Skapino
We wrapped up our friendship unit by making and 

presenting gifts to one another! We also began a new big 
book, The Nightingale, which takes place in China a long 
time ago.

Mrs. Wenner & Miss R. Spar
Kindergarten
Did you hear the Kindergarten students’ voices ringing 

through the halls and classrooms of Torah Academy on 
Rosh Chodesh Adar? What a great way to welcome in 
our new month of “simcha”—with Purim songs and fun 
instruments!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
Kindergarten had a blast this week with Ruach Day, 

Superstudents games, fun reading centers, and new math 
concepts to learn about and experiment with. We are still 
learning about and listening to a variety of instruments and 
kinds of music. We enjoy working in our math books while 
listening to classical, acoustic, or jazz music! 

Ms. Kittleson
First Grade
The joy of Purim is definitely in the air in Kitah Alef!! 

We were so excited to welcome in Chodesh Adar. Ruach 
Day was so much fun. We are enjoying learning and 
creating our own Megillas Esther. It’s amazing how we can 
see the hand of Hashem throughout. 

Wishing you a wonderful Shabbos, 
Mrs. Borenstein, Mrs. Goldberger, & Mrs. Rothstein
This week the BIG new reading rule is “Two vowels 

together, the first one says its name.”  The pattern is CVVC, 
and we spent much of the week reading and writing words 
with that pattern. In math we are continuing to work on 
place value by comparing 2-digit numbers.

Mrs. Singer & Miss Breningstall
First graders are learning about vowel teams and how 

expanding their reading rules creates hundreds of new 
words that they can read. We’ve been making time each day 
to devote to reading a book to ourselves, to a partner, or to a 
teacher. We are making such excellent reading progress!

Ms. Kittleson
This week, in math we explored place value and 

ordering numbers from least to greatest. We began a science 
unit about animals by talking over in small groups the ways 
to sort different animal pictures. 

Mrs. Wenner
Second Grade
What a busy week we had! The excitement builds as 

we prepare for our Purim play! We can’t wait to see you 
Thursday, March 5, at 1:30 p.m! We also had so much fun 
dressing up as people from the Torah they were in the past 
and in the future. We were so excited to be able to share in 
the Weinberg’s simcha; Mazel Tov!

Miss H. Prero & Mrs. C.R.Weinberg
This week, we had a beautiful siyum for finishing 

Parshas Lech Lecha. At the siyum, we went around the 
room and everyone said one thing they learned in this 
parsha. Keep on “Shteiging”!!!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum
The second graders worked on reading and spelling 

words with schwa this week. Schwa sounds like a short 
u (uh) but is not spelled with u. Does it remind you of a 
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continued on page 11

Hebrew word? Ask a second grader about the origin of this 
word!

Mrs. Singer & Miss H. Prero
Third Grade
Mazel Tov! We finished Parshas Toldos!!!!
Mrs. Prero
The third graders started parshas Vayeitzei this week! 

We have been spending a lot of time learning the Megillah 
as we discuss many fascinating details about the Purim 
story which are mentioned in various Gemora’s and 
Medrashim.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
This week, the third graders began working with 

fractions.  So far we have named, compared, and found 
equivalent fractions. In grammar, we are working with 
pronouns, and the rules involving using I and me.

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Their costumes and Purim shtick was really cute! 

But, it didn’t stop us from learning! In Chumash, we are 
learning about Yosef’s advice to Paroh. In Navi, the B’nai 
Yisroel are capturing Yericho. In Ivrit, we’re writing about 
Purim…. So, a lot is going on in 4th grade!

Mrs. Idstein
This week we completed our review of the first half of 

Maseches Peah. The entire class recited 
nearly every Mishna—and explained it! 
Congratulations to the fourth grade boys!

Rabbi Waxman
This week we learned how to 

compare fractions with different 
denominators and numerators. In science 
we discussed how the eye functions. 
Everyone had such creative costumes on 
Ruach Day! 

Have a great Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron
In math, students have been 

solving “real-world” problems using all 
4 operations in problems that require 
multiple steps with different operations 
each. (This is not an easy task... and takes 
some careful planning from them before 
they start to do actual calculations with the 
numbers involved.) They are also learning 
that in “real-world” problems, it is a lot 
more than repeatedly doing calculations 
with operations. As we finish up working 
on these types of problems, we’ll be next 
moving on to working with fractions, 
reviewing, at first, to determine what they 
already know and then “upping our game” 
with new operations involving fractions.

In science, we’ve finishing up our 
unit “Structures and Functions of Living 

Things.” Next week, we will begin a review and be working 
on a special end-of-the-unit project.

Mr. Usem
Boys, I am so proud of how hard you worked on your 

state reports. You took your time, found great information, 
and showed your knowledge in both your display boards 
and brochures. I have so much fun teaching you because 
you are so eager to learn. 

Great job! 
Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
Purim is in the air! We started learning the halachos 

and inyanim that go along with it!
How did we connect the lesson of anger through 

Makkas Tzefardeya?
Appreciating differences is our goal this week in 

Yesodei Halashon—let’s always look for the good in 
others!

Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Lichtman
This week, in Mishnayos we discussed a lot of different 

skilled craftsman.
Chumash: Why was Tziporah holding a rock? Ask your 

son who were the craftsman, and why a rock?
Have an amazing Shabbos

Rabbi Mandelbaum
A week full of fun here in Fifth 

Grade! The Purim spirit is definitely 
in the air, but we still found time for 
learning: reviewing Science for our test, 
the Metric system in Math, reaching the 
end of the Revolutionary War (videos!), 
choosing a battle and beginning to write 
our Revolutionary War letters, and the 
continuing adventures in “The Chocolate 
Chase”. We enjoyed a visit to Scotland 
(Did you know there is an official Jewish 
tartan?), ABC projects, and of course—
Ruach Day! Thank you for making it such 
a great experience! Have a wonderful 
Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
Sixth Grade
This week, in 6th grade, we continued 

on in the rough topic of  . What is 
B’nai Yisroel’s bad middah? What did it 
have to do with necks? Who was HaShem 
referring to when He said YOUR nation? 
It was so cute to see all the mommies on 
Ruach Day! Thank you to Mrs. Engelson 
for the fun G.O. activity!

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall
When traveling between Tveria and 

Tzipori, keep on the lookout for some 

First grader Yosef 
Tzvi Mayer reading a 
fluency passage to his 
classmates.
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“Facts and Feats for Kids #1” selected by Rabbi Idstein (from the book of the same name)
• The color blue is mentioned 49 times in Tanach. Blue is the color singled out to be 

used in the mitzva of tzitzis.
• The color white is mentioned in the Torah 25 times besides Lavan HaArami whose 

name is mentioned an additional 54 times!
• The color black is mentioned twice in the Torah and 5 more times in Nach. A black 

flag on the beach means the water is stormy and unsafe.
• 400 years ago most carrots were purple!

delicious, pre-”shechted” meats! How many factors are 
there that determine whether Rabi Chanina can keep and 
eat the meat of the goat? We have begun learning Hilchos 
Purim and Megillas Esther! See if you can say the ten sons 
of Haman in one breath!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman
The girls have been learning about the electromagnetic 

spectrum, waves, and how energy and heat are related. We 
are putting what we learned to the test by building solar 
ovens that can roast a marshmallow! We can’t wait to see 
whose oven works!

Mrs. Lang
This week, the 6th graders took the economic unit 

test. Upon first glance, it seems that they did a good job! 
Students spent some time learning about the different 
types of speeches including informative, persuasive, 
demonstrative, and entertaining/special occasion speeches. 
The 6th grade girls worked on writing purpose statements 
for their speeches and were able to outline their own 
speech. I hope the 6th grade boys are having a fabulous 
time on their trip. Monday’s vocabulary quiz will be on for 
6G; however, 6B will take it on Tuesday next week.

Ms. Salmela
Seventh Grade
This class may contain nuts but it also contains a great 

group of girls who work hard and work together. They are 
not from the past or future but they are fast!!

This week we had a test on Chumash in in Chumash. 
Ask us to explain!!

Mrs. Engelson
We finished yet another perek in Navi! In Beur tefillah 

we finished learning about the first perek in Hallel and are 
continuing with the second perek. I loved the girls costumes 
on Ruach day and had so much fun dressing up as well! The 
girls did an excellent job on their Purim skits which taught 
the class what each perek is talking about. Looking forward 
to learning more about Purim over the next few weeks!

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss S. Borenstein
Eighth Grade
As we learn about the cities of refuge, we read the 

“Nebach News” of different unfortunate situations. Who 
from those situations can seek refuge in a city of refuge? If 
you are interested in the “Nebach News,” see an 8th grader.

Mrs. Idstein

The eighth graders are moving right along in Gemorah. 
This week we learned about what to do if you find a “shtar” 
(IOU document). We have been spending a lot of time this 
week learning through the halachos of Purim.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
Middle schoolers have been learning about the 

primary/caucus process over the last few weeks. Next 
continued on page 12

The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade boys had a field 
trip this week to the engineering department 
at the University of Minnesota.
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Tuesday, 7th and 8th graders will both participate in a 
mock primary at school. We will compare the results of our 
Torah Academy primaries to the results of the Minnesota 
primaries. 

This week 7th graders learned about the Civil War. 
Students learned about how the election of Lincoln caused 
the secession of South Carolina, and about what happened 
at Fort Sumter, and the First Battle of Bull Run. Students 
also started working on a project about major battles in the 
Civil War. 

This week 8th graders learned about the end of the 
Cold War. Students learned about the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
the end of the Arms Race, and Gorbachev era policies that 
caused the Soviet Union to collapse and become Russia. 
Students also learned about Globalization. 

Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
Seventh graders worked on and presented their 

newspapers about the Great Fire. The newspapers had to 
include 4 of the 6 text structures and 2 text features. One 
question to ask your 7th grader is: How is the book report 
coming? (Reports are due next Thursday, March 5th.) 

Eighth graders began a new novel. The boys are 
reading Hang Tough, Paul Mather. The girls are reading 
the sequel to Breadwinner – Mud City. One question to 
ask your 8th graders is: What is your initial reaction to the 
novel?   

Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
This week in 8th grade, 8B students have been doing 

a terrific job solving algebraic equations, even as they 
become more and more complex. I have never taught a 
class of students that pays as much attention to detail in 
their solving methods as this particular class, and it shows 
in how successful they have all become in accomplishing 
this! 8G students are now “combining 
like-terms” in expressions and are 
beginning to learn how to solve simple 
algebraic equations, as well as learning 
how important it is to show all the detail 
in their steps as they do so, in order to 
prepare for when the tasks become much 
more complex. In 7th grade, 7G students 
are using their knowledge of proportions 
to help them figure out measurements 
of things that they are not able to easily 
measure directly through indirect 
measurement (such as the height of a 
large tree, the height of a tall building, or 
the distance across a river). 7B students 
are applying their proportional reasoning 
skills with indirect measurement and have 
begun looking at what it means for two 
things to be “inversely proportional.”

Mr. Usem

MS Science
In science, students have begun presenting different 

body systems. They wrote their own I can statements, 
created their activities, and are teaching the class what they 
learned! I really appreciate the creativity!

Mrs. Lang
Computers
Kindergarten - The students used their drawing skills 

to ‘put’ together a computer. Using Microsoft Paint, the 
students were given pictures of a number of different parts 
of a computer and asked to move them around a make a 
working computer from the parts on the screen and then 
color them in.

1st Grade - Safety was the theme for this week.  The 
students were asked to use their skills at using the Student 
Pix drawing program to create a safety poster.

2nd Grade - The students are writing their own stories.  
Each was asked to plan out a story and will write and 
illustrate it using Microsoft Word.

3rd Grade - Each student is working very hard 
at putting together a PowerPoint presentation on an 
animal they chose.  They are writing about the animal’s 
appearance, habitat, threats, and preferred food. They are 
also compiling interesting facts about the animal to include 
in their presentations.

4th grade - The fourth grade is using the skills learned 
about Excel to create tables with data and then graph the 
data.  This week, they surveyed each other on their favorite 
sports and then put the information into a bar chart.

5th grade Boys & Girls/6th Grade Girls - These classes 
continue working and learning to code using the web site 
code.org.  They are using repeat loops and do...while loops 
to solve problems like picking up all the objects in the 
path of the character and drawing interesting shapes on the 
screen. 

6th Grade Boys/7th Grade Girls & 
Boys - These classes continue to work on 
coding using the JAVA language (from 
the web site processing.org).  This week, 
the students learned how to create a 
sailboat on screen, make it move across 
the screen, and then start over when it 
runs off the edge of the screen. Coding 
techniques include using variables (to 
position the ‘boat’) and if statements 
to start the ‘boat’ over again (reset the 
variable) when it runs off the screen.

8th Grade - The students are working 
very hard on their yearbooks.  They are 
creating a unique cover, personal pages, 
and the fun pages with things like ‘What 
will you being doing 20 years from now?’

Mr. Baldinger
The 6th grade girls built 
solar ovens in science 
class.



Ruach Day!
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Middos Moment
with Efrat &  Efraim

Midda #5 Effective Communication
“How to be a Good Listener”

Discussions for Week #1*
*It is understood that these discussions will vary from class to class depending on the student’s age and level of understanding.
• What does it feel like when someone is really listening to you?
• Why is it so hard to be a good listener?
• How is a conversation different when the people are good listeners?
Points how to be a Good Listener

• Pay attention to the person who is speaking.
• Keep eye contact.
• Show interest by nodding or by smiling at appropriate times.
• Make sure you understand what has been said by repeating it in your own words. For 

example, a good listener might say, “Do you mean that ...?”
• Let the other person finish his or her thoughts without interrupting.

Classroom Discussions
1B We discussed how we can show a person that we are listening and paying attention to them 
when we talk. We discussed how we feel when we feel that someone is not really listening to us. We 
practiced being a good listener all week. We did a super job!
3B & 8B  Just as when we are talking to someone else we want/expect that person to listen to us 
without interruptions, so too, we should do the same.
3G Look at the person when you are talking to them. Acknowledge what they are saying with a nod of 
the head or saying hmmmm. Ask questions to show you are interested in the conversation. Ask if they 
are finished talking before you start to talk.
4B In Yeshiva, I learned how to listen well. When your Chavrusa explains his understanding of the 
Gemara, you have to be attentive to understand. Additionally, when you are attentive to others, they 
reciprocate and your ideas are heard by others.
4G L – listen I – interest  S – show respect  T – tune-in  E – eye contact  N – no interrupting. 
5G Making eye contact shows the other person you’re listening to them. They will feel cared about. 
Sometimes it is hard to listen because we are so focused on ourselves.
6B Listening to someone shows you respect the person speaking to you; the opposite is true as well.
6G When some is listening to you, you sometimes feel important and cared about. Sometimes, it’s hard 
to be a good listener, but if you think about how good it feels to be listened to, maybe you’ll listen! 
When you listen, the conversation is good! You might even find it more interesting that you thought it 
would be.
7B Listening well shows the other person that you respect them and care about them!
If you listen and “hear out” someone, even if you end up disagreeing, they will not be upset with you.
7G This week we worked on not saying “me or I” as a first response when someone tells you 
something.



Torah Academy Matzah Orders 5780 – 2020
To order Matzah for Pesach 5780, please complete the form below 

and return it to the Torah Academy Store. 

Matzah orders must be received by March 16.
Please return the form to:

Torah Academy Store
2800 Joppa Ave. S., St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Please do NOT submit payment with order. 
Payment will be collected when you pick up your Matzah.

Orders can be faxed to [952] 922-7844

                                                                     Unit Price Quantity
SHOTZER 1 pound  (approx. 7-8 matzos)          $30.00/lb.
Hand Shmura Matzah                             
SHOTZER 1 pound   (approx. 7-8 matzos)          $30.00/lb.
Whole Wheat Hand Shmura Matzah      
cRc Chicago 1 pound                                            $16.50/lb.
Hand Shmura Matzah

All below are GLICKS products:
Machine Shmura  Matzah 1 pound            $12.55
Machine Shmura  Matzah Meal 1 lb.         $11.25
Machine Shmura  Cake Meal 1 lb.             $11.25
Machine (18 min.) Matzah 1 lb.                $9.50 
not Shmura
Machine (18 min.) Matzah Meal 1 lb.        $9.50
not Shmura
Machine (18 min.) Cake Meal 1 lb.           $9.50
not Shmura

Name_____________________________  
Address___________________________________________  
City, State, Zip_______________________________________  
Phone_____________________________
Please do NOT submit payment with order. Payment will be collected when you pick up your Matzah.

Matzah orders must be received by Monday, March 16
Have a Happy and Kosher Pesach

Orders due
Monday, 
March 16!

Note: We can’t 
guarantee that all 
matzahs or any 
matzahs will be 
whole in a given 
box.







 

  

 

$19 per box  

 Buy 10 for $190 and get the 11th box free!!! 

Name: ___________________________________________  

Phone: ___________________________________________  

Email: ____________________________________________  

Number of boxes ___ x 19 = $____ enclosed 

  Check made out to Torah Academy 8th Grade 
  Charge my card  

  Amex / Visa / Mastercard 

Number _____________________________________  

CVV _________ Exp _____ / _____  

 Billing zip code____________ 

Return form & payment to the Torah Academy office 

● Pick up at Torah Academy on Monday, March 9th 

Yummy 

chocolate 

theme!

Last chance to order!


