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Important Dates 

Friday, Feb. 19: Regular Dismissal at 1:30 pm
                           K-4 Enrichment Dismissal at 2:15 pm
Sunday, Feb. 21: Boys’ Sunday program 8:15-11:45 am
Thursday, Feb. 25: Fast of Esther--Dismissal at 2:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 26: Purim! NO SCHOOL

Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Dress for Outdoors!
Next week the weather will be warmer and recess is scheduled to be 
outdoors. Please make sure the children come dressed accordingly.

Please make sure you have submitted your 
donation to be a part of Torah Academy’s 
Virtual Celebration! (See back of this page!)

Ruach Day on Rosh Chodesh Adar 
Put Torah Academy Students & Staff in the Purim Spirit!



For more information contact Rabbi Joshua (JB) Borenstein at 952-285-8600 or ads@tabanquet.org

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Received_____________________ Check #______________________AMT $________________________  o PD

Sponsor Levels [check one] 

TORAH ACADEMY

o	 Diamond Partner ....................................... $25,000 
 Renovate/Update a classroom in your honor

o	 Premier Partner ......................................... $18,000 
 Sponor a Special Needs Student for a year

o	 Event Partner ............................................. $10,000 
 Sponsor a student for a full year  

o	 Celebrating 76 Years! ...................................  $7,600 
 General Studies Department sponsorship for a month  

o	 Education Leadership .................................. $5,400 
 Judaic Studies Department sponsorship for a month 

o	 Leaders Honoring Leaders .......................... $3,600 
 Honor a teacher/staff member for a month

o	 Community Leader ....................................... $2,500 
 Sponsor a student for a month  

Payment Information 
Name                  Email    

Address

Phone: Day                                                                                        Evening:                                                             Fax 

check one       o Check Enclosed     o  Credit Card (Visa, MC or AmEx)                      

Card #                                                                                                          Expiration            /                Sec. Code                    

Signature

Steadfast & Strong
New approaches to 

an enduring commitment

Livestream Event Celebrating 76 Years on Tueday Evening, February 23, 2021!

 

o	 “Precious Gems” Sponsor .....................  $1,800 
 Early Childhood Department sponsorship for a month

o	 Platinum Learning Sponsor ......................... $1,250 
 Sponsor a week of learning

o	 Gold Sponsor .................................................. $750 
 Sponsor a student for a week

o	 Silver Sponsor .................................................$540 
 Sponsor the Special Needs Department for a day

o	 Double Chai .....................................................$360 
 Dedicate new books for the library

o	 Friend .............................................................. $250 
 Sponsor student rewards and incentives for a month

o	 Chai .................................................................. $180 
 Sponsor a student for a day
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Rabbi Pinchus Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

Mr. Matthew Cleary, General Sudies Principal

Watch your emails for schedule updates!!

In this week’s Parsha, the Torah introduces us to 
the Mishkan, the mobile sanctuary that the Jewish 
people built as a place of service to HaShem. This 
Parsha, filled with the elaborate and intricate details of 
how the Mishkan and its attendant vessels should be 
crafted, is summed up in a verse in the very beginning 
of the Parsha (25:8): “And they shall make Me a 
sanctuary that I may dwell in them.” The Alshich 
offers a beautiful explanation of this pasuk. He notes 
that the Torah does not say that Hashem will dwell in 
it, the Mishkan; rather, it says that HaShem will dwell 
in them. It is not a house of gold and silver that is the 
true home for HaShem in this world, but it is within 
each and every Jew that HaShem wishes to reside. 

The Malbim takes this idea a step further. He 
explains how each and every aspect of the Mishkan is 
representative of some aspect of a human being, such 
that one’s entire body and soul is represented in the 

Mishkan. Even the innermost sanctum of the Mishkan, 
the Kodesh HaKedoshim, Holy of Holies, where the 
Aron and the Luchos containing the Aseres HaDibros 
were kept, is a mirror image of the deepest aspect of 
the human being. 

If the Mishkan is a mirror image of the human 
being, then the human being must also be a mirror 
image of the Mishkan. This means that all of our 
physical and mental abilities can be used for holiness, 
and can help us to become a home for HaShem in this 
world. When we learn Torah, give tzedokah/charity, 
or fulfill any Mitzva, we are building ourselves into a 
Mishkan – a dwelling place for Hashem. 

May we each merit to achieve this grand state of 
existence, such that it is fully apparent how HaShem, 
indeed, lives among us.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

I have written many times that people learn by 
doing. You can’t learn the piano by watching someone 
else play the piano; you actually have to do it yourself. 
When we learn, we make mistakes. How we handle 
those mistakes is vital to our mindset.

This week, I was helping my son with his Pre-
Calculus. (Since he learns best from an actual person, 
I had to relearn some Pre-Calculus and be his math 
teacher.) We were doing a problem, and we got it 
wrong. He said, “This is why I quit.” My response was 
simply, “Being wrong just tells us we made a mistake 
along the way.” I got more excited as we reworked the 
problem. We confirmed we did parts of the problem 
correctly and then I came across my mistake... and it 
was a very simple mistake. We fixed that, and the new 
answer was correct! My mistake taught me something. 
It taught me to be more careful with my subtraction 
within the next problems.

Being wrong shouldn’t threaten our intelligence! 
Getting a math problem wrong didn’t mean I was bad 
at math or not intelligent. It shouldn’t even bruise 

our ego (I can’t say it didn’t bruise mine, but I can 
improve my mindset!). Being wrong, if handled 
correctly, is an opportunity to learn something. We 
need to learn to find joy in being wrong. It is an 
opportunity to learn, and it could be a step toward an 
open mind.

Every day we will make mistakes. We cannot 
be paralyzed by the idea of a mistake. This seems 
to be magnified during math! A teacher told me that 
her students were struggling with a math problem 
and didn’t know what to write. She told them, “I 
don’t care if you draw a heart, but you have to write 
something or you will never solve the problem.” She 
was encouraging them to DO something in order to 
LEARN something.

Let’s encourage our children and students to be 
brave and to make mistakes. Let’s create a culture 
where it’s okay to be wrong because that means we 
learned something. Being wrong doesn’t have to be a 
weakness. We can turn it into a strength with the right 
mindset!

Cleaning for Pesach? 
Do you have books that you no longer have use for that can enhance 

our library? If you do, please bring them in! We appreciate it!
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Deadline approaching!
Camp Ruach and Minneapolis Jewish 

Federation camp applications are now 
available. The scholarships are only for 
children who are at least five years old and 
going into Kindergarten.

The Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
Camp Scholarship Application Closing Date 
is Monday, March 8, 2021 at midnight.

For more information email Mrs. Ebstein 
at  shaynab@torahacademymn.org

Minneapolis NCSY/JSU will 
once again be selling “in lieu of 
mishloach manos” cards.  These 
beautiful cards come packaged in 
10 for $18.  Please contact Mrs. 
Mindy Daitchman (952)715-2248 
or daitchmanm@ncsy.org to place 
an order.

Zoom Classes must be pre-authorized!
Zoom classes are offered for COVID-related 
absences ONLY! All Zoom sessions must be 
authorized by Rabbi Idstein or Mr. Cleary. If children 
are out of school for ordinary reasons, Zoom classes 
are NOT available.

To share news with the editor please  call
 952-285-8603 or  email office@torahacademymn.org

Next week’s Kiwi Kids Meal Boxes are being 
sponsored by the Victor Family!

We greatly appreciate each week’s individual sponsor! 
If you’d like some of the Z’chus of serving meals to 450+ children a week, you 

can also do so for only $180! In honor of a special event or in memory of someone 
special… This helps with our overhead costs. 

Please go to https://donate.banquest.com/torahmn to pay for a week (or more). 
Please put your sponsorship information in the description line.

The learning this Friday is being sponsored 
by the Roberts family in honor of 

their mother, Chana bas Shmuel a”h.

Attention Torah Tot & Pre-K Parents:
Torah Tot carpool starts at 12:55 p.m. and ends at 1:10 p.m.

Please pick up your children on time!!

Dear Bethaviva,

I can’t count the number of times I’ve used the expression “making lemonade from lemons” in the COVID-19 era. And 
while I will admit my craving for lemonade wanes further each day during the pandemic, I still marvel at the adaptability 
and resilience of our community.

Just this morning the lemonade expression crossed my mind as I spent time with the students at Torah 
Academy. Dressed in costumes for the beginning of the run-up to Purim, seeing them enjoying an academic 
environment was food for the soul. And getting tested by the automated wrist thermometer before entering was salve for 
the nerves. Though the trip from my house to the school and back took fewer than 60 minutes, it will no doubt charge my 
battery for hours to come.

Traveling to Israel and visiting sites of interest around the planet takes more than hour and as we know, 
international travel is not in the cards for the time-being. But Federation is not letting that stop our ability to explore the 
Jewish world and stay connected to it. While our first actual global experience isn’t scheduled until the end of the year, 
we have put together an amazing menu of virtual global experiences for anyone in the community to enjoy. What better 
antidote to cabin fever than spending a few hours in Jaffa or exploring markets in Morocco? Please be sure to check out 
the attached schedule.

So when you pour your next glass of lemonade remember, there is light at the end of the tunnel and there are bright 
spots right now – spoons full of sugar to help the lemonade go down.

Shabbat Shalom,
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Classroom Close-Up!
5B Judaic Studies ~ Rabbi Mandelbaum

Welcome to 5th grade!
Our goal is to master and understand more Torah every day!
As we all know, chazera is the iker. We start our day with questions on the previous Mishna. We 

don’t  know who will be the lucky one to be picked from the our popsicle sticks to get their question on 
the Mishna and who will have the zechus to read the Mishna inside. 

After that, the next Mishna is introduced with challenging questions. There is a Geshmaka Ruach 
while we discuss the answers, giving not only the answer but also the reason behind it. Sometimes we 
need a lawyer to defend someone’s pshat that was suggested (because Rebbi is on both sides). We 
cannot forget the artwork that goes on the board describing the cases; whether it is a picture of animals 
or people, it’s usually a sight! Ask our fifth graders some of the names we make for each case.

We are shteiging Baruch HaShem! By now, the boys could fill in most of the Mishnayos sheets by 
themselves; THAT’S GEVALDICK! What a Nachas! After every four or five mishnayos, we have a 
test. Wow, they are on their toes!

After recess, we are excelling in Kriah! Davening from our Tehillim out loud helps our accuracy 
and fluency.

In Chumash, we are challenged to translate the posuk independently. We are working on 
shorashim, milim, prefixes, and suffixes. In addition, before almost every two or three pesukim we 
have a work sheet that is divided into Dikduk, Milim, and Shorashim. The boys are doing a fabulous 
job!!! By now, they are filling them out by themselves. 

On Sundays, we learn the story line of Navi Shoftim inside, taking out what lessons we could learn.
On Friday, we go through some of that week’s Parsha and a Dvar Torah.  Additionally, we go 

through our famous checklist; we enjoy being rewarded with a raffle on Sunday. The checklist is made 
up of reviewing the week’s learning, Dvar Torah, singing zemiros, and more….  You never know what 
this week’s extra tickets will be for.

We can’t forget our fifth grade perk of having Eretz Chemda every other week, learning the 
Mitzvos HaT’luyos BaAretz. We learn so much from it!

Wow! What a fun and enjoyable week; keep up your amazing work!  

Subject: Thank you
Good Afternoon,
I just want to tell you how 

thankful we are for all the 
hard work you both and all 
the teachers, and others have 
done to get our children back 
in school in person. Thank 
you so much for all the work 
that is done daily to keep 
them in school. Last spring 
was extremely hard on the 
children and me, and I really, 
really appreciate all the hard 
work that has been involved.

Thank you again,
Esther Maruani

Subject: Thank you!
Thank you so much for 

bringing Dovid Moshe “a little 
something from TA”! His eyes 
were so wide and he felt so 
special that Torah Academy 
was thinking of him and missed 
him to the point of going out of 
their way to pick special treats 
and a light up football that 
he would be sure to enjoy. A 
“little something” really meant 
a lot... Thank you so much! 

All the best,
The Feldmans

We get emails....

5B with their current novel.
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Dear Parents –
With Purim around the corner, I would like to reiterate the sentiment of the 

community Rabbonim and Rabbonim throughout the globe that in some way we 
need to balance the simcha and frelichkeit that is Purim with the understanding and 
cognizance that the COVID pandemic still exists. Purim has been, should be, and 
Iy”H always will be, a special day for everyone, especially the children, and we 
should not lose sight of that. Nevertheless, the reality of the times requires us to 
have parameters as well.

As we have reiterated many times, it is not the goal of Torah Academy to police 
anyone’s behavior. It is our goal to have everyone in the community recognize his/
her responsibility to each other. We, as the Megilla stresses, need to act together as 
one—and not fragmented as many— to celebrate this special day in a unified way!

Please make it a point to avoid large gatherings without proper precautions. 
Follow the advice of the Rabbonim in regard to your Purim Seuda and not staying 
long when delivering Mishloach Manos. Gatherings and celebrations that you or 
your children attend should also be COVID-conscious with proper guidelines. While 
all of us are fatigued from these rules, guidelines, and protocols, it is important not 
to let go yet. Recently, many began to get vaccinated but recently we have also had 
a bunch of new cases in our community. Purim, last year, was a day that created a 
large “spread,” and we all need to be careful not to let it happen again. If you are 
unable to keep to these precautions or have any doubts, please be in touch with us at 
covid@torahacademymn.org 

Mishloach Manos— One of the main mitzvos of the day. One we all enjoy and 
all look forward to. To many, bringing Mishloach Manos to a Rebbe, Morah or 
teacher is a highlight of Purim day and one that they would never forego. However, 
to others,  as Purim is on Friday and with COVID precautions precluding some 
from visiting homes personally, they might prefer to show Hakaras HaTov to their 
teachers by bringing a “Mishloach Manos” for them to school on Thursday. This will 
help people with hectic days and those who live further away. Of course, please be 
conscious that Torah Academy is a nut-free institution.

As in past years, Rabbi Idstein will have something special for all the children 
that stop by his home!

Looking forward to a safe and joyous Purim!
Rabbi Idstein
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Around Torah Academy

continued on page 8

Let’s keep our guard up!
All questions, concerns, and informative emails regarding COVID-19 should be sent to 

covid@torahacademymn.org instead of administrators or teachers. This allows us to best 
maintain the privacy of your communication. This includes travel plans, information about 
children missing school, concerns of possible exposure and anything else COVID-19 related. 

Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Who did we meet on Shushan Street this week? Queen 

Esther, Mordechai and BOO Haman!!! We ended the week 
with dressing like clowns!! Purim is coming and we can’t 
wait! Good Shabbos

Mrs. Basheva Weinberg, Mrs. Rotkin, & Mrs. Grant 
Torah Tot Three Year Olds 
We are having so much fun learning our aleph beis 

letters! This week we learned about gimmel, and had a glida 
(ice cream) party! We are also working hard making our 
megillahs for Purim and learning about the Purim story!

Mrs. Bodner, Mrs. Saad, and Mrs. Danelich
Pre-Kindergarten
This week, Pre-K learned about Friendship with 

collaborative games and projects.
Mrs. Wenner 
Kindergarten
Who wants to watch a “Cuppet Show” about the Purim 

Megillah story? Just ask any Kindergarten student—they 
are happy to show you how many details they know! :-)

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Miss S. Borenstein
Kindergarten successfully completed their first Reading 

Fitness Tests this week!! This was a fun game-like way to 
build our reading endurance by practicing reading for up to 
10 minutes, completing sight word squats, running sentence 
sprints, and cooling down with rhyming stretches. We had 
so much fun we want to incorporate this every month. 
Science continues to be awesome with our space unit 
teaching us about orbits and our marvelous planet Earth.

Ms. Kittleson
First Grade
Looking forward to being back in school soon!
Mrs. Borenstein & Mrs. Goldberger
In First Grade, we continued to learn about how to add 

endings to words and how to compare numbers up to 40.
Mrs. Wenner
Second Grade
The excitement is growing as we get closer to the 

Purim play. We found out what our part is and we know 
them very well. We learned in Chumash all about Avrom’s 
bris with Hashem.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss H. Prero and the 2G
This week in Superkids, the second graders practiced 

reading words that end in -tion and -ture. They read Pinky 
and Rex and the Bully in book club. In math, they practiced 

rounding to the nearest ten and the nearest hundred. And in 
social studies, we learned about George Washington.

Mrs. Singer & Miss Salmela
Third Grade
This week in third grade, we were super busy learning 

the Megillah! The boys have discovered something 
interesting while learning the Megillah—there are many 
pesukim which they can learn on their own, since they have 
mastered many shoroshim and skills.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
The third graders are making terrific progress with their 

multiplication facts. We continued with our timed facts tests 
this week and spent time this week relating multiplication 
and division, using models to understand 2 and 3-digit 
multiplication problems, and then trying some of those 
problems

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
In Chumash, Paroh is telling Yosef his dreams. We 

have also been learning all about Purim! In Navi, Yehoshua 
just took B’nai Yisroel across the Yarden into Eretz Yisroel.

Mrs. Idstein
This week, we began a review of Maseches Brachos. 

The boys are familiar with the details of each Mishna, and 
they find many halachos in the precise usage of words 
and terms in the Mishna. Not only is this a review; we’re 
learning new material on each Mishna!

Rabbi Waxman
This week in math we learned about mixed numbers 

and improper fractions! The girls really enjoy practicing 

The 6th Grade girls tested out Newton’s 
Second and Third Laws by conducting a 
Balloon Rocket Experiment.
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continued on page 9

new skills (and old ones) on IXL! In science, we learned 
about how animal structures support behavioral functions. 
It was a pleasure meeting with you for conferences this past 
week. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron
In 4B Math Class this week, students have completed 

their study of fractions and decimals, and are proud to be 
completing “Book A” of our math text. We’ll celebrate that 
accomplishment a little, and then hope to start next week on 
“Book B”, with new math topics to explore. 

In Science this week, we finished dreading and 
discussing the material in the packet in our science unit on 
Transformation of Energy, and are now moving on to our 
final unit project of making “Rube Goldberg machines” that 
demonstrate how energy is transferred between each step of 
the machines. This project has been a favorite of the boys.

Mr. Usem
In Social Studies, the boys are working hard on their 

state reports. In Language Arts, we explored analogies. One 
question to ask your 4th grader is: Give me a fun fact about 
your state.

Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
We had a great time acting out exaggerated 

conversation, focusing on the Middah of the week. Purim 
is in the air! We started learning about its halachos and 
minhagim !

Have a great Shabbos! 
Mrs. Lichtman
See our Classroom Close-Up!
Rabbi Mandelbaum
Another busy week in Fifth Grade! We had a test on 

Force and Motion/Simple Machines in Science, began 
the Revolutionary War, started our Penny Writing using 
figurative language, and prepared for a test on adding and 
subtracting fractions. With Daisy searching for her (maybe) 
brother in The Great Chocolate Chase, an ABC project, 
and a visit to Iran—in honor of Purim!—there’s always 
something to do! Have a wonderful Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
The 5th grade boys had a busy learning week. We 

began learning new vocabulary that correlates with our 
novel Around the World in 80 Days. As a class, we plotted 
on a world map the route that the main characters were 
traveling, and lastly, we learned how to convert large metric 
units to smaller metric units and vice versa. We are so busy 
learning that the week seems to fly by! 

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
In Navi, we are learning the Hashgacha Protis of how 

Shaul was chosen as the first king over B’nai Yisroel.
Mrs. Idstein
Mazel tov, mazel tov! The 6th graders have finished 

learning about the Aseres Hadibros! We learned all about 

gezel and false testimonies. On Wednesday, we made a 
cake batter, and I really wanted to add some Bissli, but the 
6th graders didn’t let me! Why not? What does that have to 
do with Lo Sachmod? In Lamed Tes Melachos we learned 
three steps of weaving. 

Have a super Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall

Rava teaches us,
each word is accounted for
Whether “thorns” or “grain piles”
and even the word “or”

Do they teach us about “Tomun”
or about things that stand?
What about “L’chaleik”
Or when fire scorches land?

So this Shabbos,
Wherever you find yourself
To understand this better,
Take a Gemara from the shelf!

Have great Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman
In 6th grade math, the students continue their unit on 

negative and positive integers. They are adding, subtracting, 
multiplying and dividing positive and negative numbers.

Now they really have a good understanding of our 
“below zero” weather! There is a test scheduled before 
Purim.

Jonathan Geffner 

Ventriloquist Extraordinaire 

 

Will be performing for Torah Academy students 
this coming Thursday, Feb. 25! 

Two Separate Shows! 
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In 6th grade physics, the students continue to work on 
Newton’s Laws of Motion. They conducted an experiment 
called “Balloon Rockets,” which involved Newton’s second 
and third laws.

On March 23, the boys’s class and the girls’ class will 
participate in the “Humpty-Dumpty” Egg Drop Project.The 
aim of this project is to design a carrier that will prevent an 
egg from breaking when dropped from the roof of Torah 
Academy. 

Dr. Thorne
This week, students started a new unit about the Civil 

War. We discussed economic differences between the 
north and south, the issue of slavery, abolitionists, and 
the events leading to secession and war. We will continue 
learning about the Civil War next week while looking 
through primary texts. In English, students practiced finding 
complete and simple subjects and predicates in writing. 
Grammar is a challenge, but the students are working hard!

Miss Salmela
Seventh Grade
We thought we graduated from Zoom a bit too soon. 

The zoom screen once again keeps us company as we 
reviewed for a Chumash test on a very full 4 pesukim. What 
a nachas it was to hear and watch the girls review a few 
times!!

We are preparing our next children’s book in honor of 
Purim.

We are excited for the upcoming present + A....
Mrs. Engelson
The girls did an excellent job preparing their Perakim 

in the Megillah and performed outstanding skits for the 
class! We are learning the timeline of Megillas Esther. Over 
how many years did the Megillah happen? Ask a 7th grade 
girl! 

Have a great Shabbos! 
Miss S. Borenstein
The 7th graders learned some fascinating Gemaros this 

week! Ask your son to share!
We are also well on our way to finish the entire Kitzur 

on Hilchos Purim. Keep it up!
Rabbi Pam
Eighth Grade
This week in 8th grade, we finished up perek beis and 

took a quiz. We moved on to perek gimmel and learned all 
about the war bnei yisroel had with Og melech habashan. 
Why do we need to know all of har hacharmon’s names? 
Parshas Terumah sheet was short, but sweet, and now we 
know more about the mishkan!

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall
It’s great to be back in the classroom! Let’s increase 

our joy for the month of Adar!! Stay tuned to the Eighth 
Grade goings-on!

We’re busily learning Hilchos Purim, Megillahs 
Esther,... DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR EIGHTH 

GRADE SHALACH MANOS!!!! ;-)
Good Shabbos!
Mrs. Greenberg
The eighth graders continued to learn through the 

“agadeta” Gemorah. We saw how the lessons of the 
Gemorah which were taught thousands of years ago, are still 
relevant today! The lessons of the Gemorah can be applied 
to covid!

Have a great Shabbos! 
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
This week, 7th graders learned about the causes of the 

Civil War. Students learned about how decades of arguments 
over slavery in new states, tariffs, and small conflicts led to 
the outbreak of the war.

This week, 8th graders learned about North Korea. 
Students learned about how North Korea became a 
communist dictatorship and current issues involving human 
rights abuses in North Korea. Students will be starting a 
research project next week. 

Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
Seventh graders finished the nonfiction text, The Great 

Fire. One question to ask your 7th grader is: Do you think 
the O’Leary’s were falsely accused? Eighth graders began 
their nonfiction unit and are currently reading the 10 Days of 
Lincoln. One question to ask your 8th grader is: What is one 
thing new you learned about President Lincoln?

Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
In 7th Grade Math this week students are learning 

that proportions can be used to deal with situations where 
we need to do indirect measurement when we can’t easily 
or practically measure something directly, and also seeing 
how proportions can be “inverse proportions”, where 
one factor gets bigger while the other related factor gets 
smaller. In 8th Grade Math this week the girls are begining 
to solve algebraic equations, beginning with one-step 
equations involving addition and subtraction, while the boys 
are now solving one-step algebraic equations involving 
multiplication and division, and are moving on to solving 
2-step equations. 

Mr. Usem
MS Science
This week in science we began learning about the 

wonders of our expansive universe. We also found out 
some of the details pertaining to the very exciting egg drop 
challenge that will be taking place next month. Ask your 
middle schooler about their plans!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Mrs. Lang
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Mysterious Megilla Misconceptions
True/False/maybe Quiz

1) The date of Ta’anis Esther is the date of one of the days of the three day fast of Esther.
2) Haman and his sons were all killed on the same day.
3) Haman’s sons were killed by hanging.
4) It took over three weeks from the time of Haman’s lottery until Haman was killed.
5) The Megilla clearly states that Vashti was killed.
6) Haman’s drawing of his lottery took place in Adar.
7) Mordechai HaYehudi was Esther HaMalka’s uncle.
8) Chronologically, Purim came after Chanukah.
9) Based upon the Megillah, there was never a time that fasting was permitted on Pesach.
10) The letter that the Jews were allowed to defend themselves was sent as soon as Mordechai HeYehudi became Prime 
Minister.
11) From the beginning of the Megilla to the end, there was a period of 3 years.

If you answered True or Maybe to any of the above, please utilize this Purim for a 
fresh review of the Megilla!
12) Grammatical Addendum – 
 Was Haman hung or hanged?
 Were Haman’s sons hung or hanged?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Clarifications of the answers to our Megilla Quiz
1) According to Rashi, Esther HaMalka fasted on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of Nissan. The Alscich says it was the 
13th, 14th, and 15th of Nissan. Ta’anis Esther is on the 13th of Adar, commemorating our fasting on the day of the 
battle against our enemies.
2) Haman was killed on the 16th or 17th of Nissan. His sons were killed on the 13th of Adar.
3) Haman’s sons were killed and then hung (see Rashi) to put fear in the heart of our enemies.
4) There were only 3-plus days from Haman’s lottery until he was hung.
5) Chazal tell us Vashti was killed. The Megilla does not state that clearly.
6) Haman’s lottery took place in Nisan.
7) Mordechai was Esther’s cousin.
8) Purim came before Chanukah. Purim occurred at the end of the Galus Bavel, Chanukah took place during the 
2nd Bais HaMikdosh.
9) One or two of the three days of Esther’s fast was/were on Pesach.
10) The letter that the Jews could defend themselves was sent over two months after Mordechai became Prime 
Minister. This was done so the same messengers would bring both letters.
11) there were about 10 years from the beginning of the Megilla until the end.
12) Inanimate objects are hung. The same is true when a person is suspended posthumously. When alive person 
is suspended by the neck with a rope or cord, he is hanged. Therefore, Haman’s sons were hung and Haman was 
hanged!



8th Grade  
Mishloach Manos!!!! 

$18 per box
10 for $180 and get the eleventh one free!

Name: ________________________
Phone: ________________________
Email: _________________________

Number of boxes ___ x 18 = $____
❏Check made out to Torah Academy (with 8th grade on the Memo Line)

❏Zelle to (612) 913-6657
❏Charge my card

Amex / Visa / Mastercard 
Number _____________________
CVV_________ Exp____________
Billing zip code________________

 Pick up at Torah Academy 
Tuesday, February 23rd

❏We would be interested in a Pre-Purim delivery.
Please call us at 
__________________________

Orders can be sent to 
• office@torahacademymn.org

Orders can be called in to 
• 952-920-6630

Order can be brought into the school 
office!
Orders should be in by Friday, 
February 19th, 2021

Last chance 

to order!
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Midda #2 Honesty
Week #3

“Report Information Accurately. Don’t 
exaggerate”

Discussions for Week #3
•	 When is a person “Reporting information”?

•	 What does it mean to exaggerate?

•	 Give an example of an exaggeration.(I told you a million times not to exaggerate)

•	 Why would someone exaggerate?

•	 Why is it hard sometimes not to exaggerate?

•	 What are some of the pitfalls of exaggerating?

•	 What kind of trust will people have of someone who exaggerates?

•	 What are the benefits of not exaggerating? 

Classroom Discussions
You are more trustworthy when you stick to the facts. People will enjoy listening to you more, 
when the information you give over is more accurate.
2B & 2G When someone exaggerates, they are lying and it makes people not trust them. It is sometimes 
hard for us not to exaggerate when we are annoyed at something or someone. For example, when we 
are really hungry we would like to say “I am Starving” but we are learning not to exaggerate and to 
just say we are hungry. 
3G When you exaggerate you are not telling the truth!
4G & 6G  Words that are common exaggerations are:  always, never, a million, a hundered, killing (ex- 
m leg is killing me).
6B People sometimes exaggerate in order to make their information more exciting. We have to be 
careful when we exaggerate because others may not take us seriously.
7G 
• It makes it more exciting. 
• People want to get more sympathy and attention.
• People might feel bad or believe you even more if you were honest and didn’t exaggerate.
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Candy Land Games (The whole 
5G)

Dice 
Mancala
Othello
Pretty Pretty Princess
Ticket To Ride
I Spy
Sorry
Go Nuts for Donuts
Air Hockey
Old Maid (Various Students 

and 7G)
Playing Cards Galore (Our 

entire GS staff and more)
Go Fish
Cops & Robbers
Dominos
Pokémon
Matching Game
Spit
Headbands (Various Students 

and 6G)
Connect 4 (Various Students 

and 4G)
Crazy Eights (8G)
The Claw
Guess Who

List of Ruach Day Costumes
Chess
Checkers
The Cholent Game
Lego
Uno
Dart Board
Monopoly and Monopoly Men
Stratego
Cover Your Assets
Puzzles
Twister
Soccer Players
Football Players
Baseball Players
Hockey Players
Jenga
Mr. Potato head
Hangman
Five Second Rule
Battleship
Chutes and Ladders
Tic Tac Toe
Spy Alley
Spy Trackdown

As well as….
Timers
Cowboys

Princesses
Sports Players
Bunnies
Twins
Doctors
Babies
Teachers
Joggers
Mothers
Makeup Ladies
Gymnasts
Home Depot Workers
Kallahs
Scissors
Soldiers
$10 bills
Queens
Kings
Mommies
Vashti
Pilots
Peacocks
Astronauts
Bakers
Chassidishe Rebbe
Clowns
Mailman

Our apologies if we left someone out.... Thank you to Mrs. Idstein for compiling the list.
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Torah Academy’s 8G traded places with Bais Yaakov’s 11th graders for a day.

Mazel Tov to First Grade on their 
Chumash Play last Sunday!
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We have passed the halfway mark in Yedios Keloliyos and 
are now gearing up torwards the ¾ mark coming up on 
March 12th. 85% of the students attained half or more of 
their goal by the ½ way mark deadline, iy”H we will have 
even more by the ¾ mark.
Mazel tov to the following 53 students who have attained 
their goal:

Avraham Simcha Ancier
Esther Borenstein
Guita Borenstein

Yosef Zev Borenstein
Aryeh Leib Botnick

Lea Breiner
Betzalel Connor

Tzvi Deitel
Hillel Deitel

Eliezer Ebstein
Miriam Ebstein
Moshe Ebstein

Perel Malka Engelson
Refoel Shmuel Engelson
Dovid Moshe Feldman
Yisroel Flinkenstein
Eliyahu Friedler

Avraham Shlomo Ghermezian

Talyah Esther Ghermezian
Chaim Yosef Goldberger

Chava Goldberger
Eliyahu Goldberger
Russie Greenberg

Shaul Yehuda Gross
Devora Leah Herron

Bracha Yehudis Idstein
Shabsai Kalatsky
Shaindy Kalatsky
Eytan Yair Krebs
Binyomin Lichtman
Yechezkel Lichtman
Ahuva Mandelbaum

Hadassah Mandelbaum
Tova Mandelbaum

Avrohom Pam

Dov Pam
Sholom Yehuda Pam

Chaya Prero
Racheli Roberts
Reuven Rothstein

Baila Rupp
Elimelech Schachter

Yaakov Schloss
Bryna Silverberg
Chana Silverberg
Chavi Silverberg

Yechiel Zev Silverberg
Sara Sklare

Chaim Elazar Spiro
Chaya Sara Spiro
Shaindel Spiro
Yaakov Trenk
Yitzchak Trenk







News and Views of Torah academyKolenu
18

Torah Academy Matzah Orders 5781 – 2021
To order Matzah for Pesach 5781, please complete the form below 

and return it to the Torah Academy Store. 

Matzah orders must be received by February 22.
Please return the form to:

Torah Academy Store
2800 Joppa Ave. S., St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Please do NOT submit payment with order. 
Payment will be collected when you pick up your Matzah.

Orders can be faxed to [952] 922-7844
Orders due
Monday, 
February 22!

Note: There are 
approximately 7-8 hand 
matzahs in a box. We 
can’t guarantee that all 
matzahs or any matzahs 
will be whole in a given 
box.Name_____________________________  

Address___________________________________________  
City, State, Zip_______________________________________  
Phone_____________________________
Please do NOT submit payment with order. Payment will be collected when you pick up your Matzah.

Matzah orders must be received by Monday, February 22
Have a Happy and Kosher Pesach

                                                        Price Quantity
SHOTZER 1 pound                               $33.00
Hand Shmura Matzah                             
SHOTZER 1 pound                               $33.00
Whole Wheat Hand Shmura Matzah      
cRc Chicago 1 pound                             $16.50
Hand Shmura Matzah

All below are GLICKS products:
Machine Shmura  Matzah 1 pound          $12.55
Machine Shmura  Matzah Meal 1 lb.       $11.25
Machine Shmura  Cake Meal 1 lb.           $11.25
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Summer 2021 Camp Ruach Application 

Guita (Roberts) Borenstein Center for Early Childhood Education at Torah Academy 

Junior Division:  
Must be two-years old by July 1st  

All children attending camp must be up to date on all vaccines  

Child’s Last Name  First Name  ❑Male        ❑Female  

Child’s Birthdate 
_____/____/____ 

Hebrew Name  Name to be called  

What grade will your child be in this fall? ________________ in September 2021 

Address  City/Zip Home Phone  

Child lives with: Mother’s Name:  Father’s Name:  

____ both parents  

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)_______________ 

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)________________ 

____ mom Cell Phone/Pager (________________ Cell Phone/Pager (____)____________ 

____ dad Business Phone (_____)____________ Business Phone (____)_____________ 

 Email __________________________________ Email __________________________________ 

 

*** All dates & times are subject to change due to the current situation *** 
___All seven weeks from June 21-August 6, 2020 

Monday-Thursday 10:00-2:30, Friday 10:00-2:15  
Session 1 Session 2  

(must sign up for at least two weeks of session)  
__ Week 1: June 21-June 25 ___ Week 5: July 19-July 23  

__ Week 2: June 28–July 2 ___ Week 6: July 26-July 30 

__ Week 3: July 5-July 9 ___ Week 7:  August 2-August 6 

__ Week 4: July 12-July 16 ___ 10 

Complete back of this page 
Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 

$100 per family, $50 for single child 
All camp fees are due by May 1, 2021 and can be paid 

by credit card or by check, in full or with post-dated checks or credit card installments  
Due to staffing and planning, We cannot issue refunds for missed time (illness or vacation ) 
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Junior Division: 
Must be two-years old by July 1st 

All children attending camp must be up to date on all vaccines 

 Fee 
Per Week 

Total Weeks Total Cost  
 

Full Price $115.00  
$ 

Early Bird Price for the 
 Full 7 week session before  

May 1, 2021 

$100.00 
 

7 
$ 
 

Early Bird Weekly Price 
before 

May 1, 2021 

$105.00  $ 
 
 

 $100 registration fee per family,  
$50 for single child $ 

 Total of all camp tuition & fees $ 

 
Complete front of this page with dates attending 

Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 
$100 per family, $50 for single child 

All camp fees are due by May 1, 2021 and can be paid 
by credit card or by check, in full or 

with post-dated checks or credit card installments 
 
 
Please indicate how you are paying: ❑ Check(s) enclosed  OR ❑ Please charge my credit card: 
Card Number__________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date ____/____  Security Code ______ (3 digits on back of card)      Signature_________________________________________ 

Please contact Mrs. Shaindy Mandelbaum with any questions about Camp Ruach at 
952.927.8713 (home) or 612.308.0087 (cell). 
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Summer 2021 Camp Ruach Application 

Guita (Roberts) Borenstein Center for Early Childhood Education at Torah Academy 

Senior Division:  
Children currently in Torah Tot 3-year olds, Pre-K, or Kindergarten 

All children attending camp must be up to date on all vaccines 
Child’s Last Name  First Name  ❑Male        ❑Female  

Child’s Birthdate 
_____/____/____ 

Hebrew Name  Name to be called  

What grade will your child be in this fall? _____________ in September 2021 (Must be toilet trained for camp!) 

Address  City/Zip Home Phone  

Child lives with: Mother’s Name:  Father’s Name:  

____ both parents  

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)_______________ 

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)________________ 

____ mom Cell Phone/Pager (________________ Cell Phone/Pager (____)____________ 

____ dad Business Phone (_____)____________ Business Phone (____)_____________ 

 Email __________________________________ Email __________________________________ 

 

*** All dates & times are subject to change due to the current situation *** 

___All four weeks from June 21-July 16, 2020 
__ Week 1: June 21-June 25  Monday–Thursday 

10:00 a.m.- 3:45 pm  
Friday  

10:00 a.m.–2:15 pm 

__ Week 2: June 28-July 2 

__ Week 3: July 5-July 9 

__ Week 4: July 12-July 16 
 

Complete back of this page 
Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 

$100 per family, $50 for single child 
All camp fees are due by May 1, 2021 and can be paid 

by credit card or by check, in full or with post-dated checks or credit card installments  

Due to staffing and transportation commitments, 
we cannot issue refunds for missed time (illness or vacation ) 
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Senior Division: 
Children currently in Torah Tot 3-year olds, Pre-K, or Kindergarten 

Must be toilet trained! 
 

 Fee 
Per Week 

Total Weeks Total Cost  
 

Full Price $155.00  
$ 

Early Bird Price for the 
 Full 4 week session before  

May 1, 2021 

$130.00 
 

4 
$ 
 

Early Bird Weekly Price 
before 

May 1, 2021 

$140.00  $ 
 
 

 $100 registration fee per family,  
$50 for single child $ 

 Total of all camp tuition & fees $ 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete front of this page with dates attending 
Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 

$100 per family, $50 for single child 
All camp fees are due by May 1, 2021 and can be paid 

by credit card or by check, in full or 
with post-dated checks or credit card installments 

 
 
Please indicate how you are paying: ❑ Check(s) enclosed  OR ❑ Please charge my credit card: 
Card Number__________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date ____/____  Security Code ______ (3 digits on back of card)      Signature_________________________________________ 

Mrs. Shaindy  
 


