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2800 Joppa Avenue South · St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
Telephone [952] 920-6630 · Fax [952] 922-7844 · office@torahacademymn.org

A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
Thursday, January 16: 7B-8B Mishmar
Friday, January 17: Dismissal at 1:30 pm, NO BUS
                               Enrichment 1:30-2:15 pm
Sunday, January 19: Boys’ Learning Program 8:15-11:45 am

Monday, January 20: Academic Showcase 12:55-1:55 pm
                                    K-8 Early Dismissal 1:55 pm NO BUS
                                    K-8 Faculty In-Service 2:10-4:10 pm

Thursday, Jan. 23-Sunday, Feb. 2: Winter Break NO SCHOOL
Monday, February 3: Classes resume 8:00 am

NOTE CHANGES>>

<<NOTE CHANGES

The First Grade Chumash Play was amazing!
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

Torah Academy is accredited through MN Nonpublic 
School Accrediting Association (MNSAA).  We are 
required to do many things throughout the year in 
order to renew our accreditation on an annual basis.  
Communicating our School Strategic Plan is one of those 
requirements.  I think it is an important requirement for 
parents to understand that we do have a plan that we are 
following in order to continue to improve our school.  Our 
School Strategic Plan has three objectives.  This week, I 
will be focusing on Objective 1: Torah Academy needs to 
meet the academic needs of all students.

Our first strategy for this objective is Torah Academy 
will implement a robust curriculum. Each year, we conduct 
a needs assessment as a part of Action Step 1.  Based on 
the past two years of standardized test scores, we reviewed 
and ultimately replaced our K-5 math curriculum.  Special 
attention has specifically been placed on 3rd-5th grade 
math.  It’s still early, but the first round of winter testing has 
shown a huge improvement in math, specifically in 3rd, 4th 
and 5th grade.

  As a part of Action Step 2, each year we look at 
a specific subject area and update curriculum as needed.  
This year, we modified our reading instruction in our 

early grades and each teacher analyzed their spelling and 
vocabulary instruction to align with best practice.  We are 
also much more specific in our reading interventions in 
the lower grades, utilizing the most recent research based 
practices on the teaching of reading.

 Each grade must have a “Comprehensive 
Curriculum Guide,” according to Action Step 4.  We 
follow the MN state standards in our classrooms.  This 
year, teachers have been focused on how they are assessing 
students, utilizing the state standards.  Assessment has been 
at the forefront of our professional development this year.  
It is important to have a curriculum guide, but it is more 
important that we can demonstrate student learning.

 It is so important that our first objective of our 
school strategic plan is: Torah Academy needs to meet the 
academic needs of all students.  Our curriculum continues 
to be robust, we have modified our reading instruction to 
match the most current research based methods, and we are 
becoming more proficient at gauging whether or not each 
student is learning.  We are following our strategic plan 
plan and we are seeing amazing results! 

This week, we start reading Shemos/Exodus, the 
second of the five books of the Torah. As the narrative 
begins, the Jewish people proliferate in number and strength 
in the land of Egypt. Pharaoh, fearing their emergence and 
development, enslaves his Jewish citizenry. The many years 
of servitude do not diminish their national aspirations to 
live as a free nation, the children of one living G-d. The 
period of redemption arrives, and Moshe beckons Pharaoh 
to let his people go. Pharaoh responds and punishes the 
Jews ever more severely. Pharaoh commands that all 
straw and raw material necessary for making the bricks be 
denied to the Jews. He decrees that they should scour the 
countryside to secure their own materials and that their 
required number of bricks to be prepared should not be 
decreased. 

Overwhelmed by the severe workload, the Jews were 
weary. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato zt”l, the author of 
the Mesilas Yesharim, comments that Pharaoh was quite 

calculating. His intention was not to break the Jews, but 
rather to occupy their hearts and minds to such an extent 
that there should remain no time, breath, or opportunity to 
think and plan for freedom. This, he writes, is the tool and 
design of the yetzer hara, the counterforce to good in each 
of us! 

We go through life externally free, but internally 
enslaved. We are preoccupied with work, household 
chores, social engagements, material pursuits, e-mail, 
and cell phones. Precious little time is left for thought 
and contemplation. What is life’s ultimate purpose? What 
does HaShem want and seek from each of us? Scant 
consideration is given and devoted to the most important 
questions and issues. Many years ago, there was an ad for 
funding education. It was titled, “A mind is a terrible thing 
to waste.” Likewise, we say, “A mind is a terrible thing to 
preoccupy.”

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Torah Tot Pickup Note for this coming Monday
This coming Monday, Jan. 20, is the annual Academic Showcase, starting at 12:55 p.m! 
In order to avoid confusion, Torah Tot parents who have children with displays in the 

Academic Showcase are asked to pick-up their children from Torah Tots in the typical 
carpool fashion BEFORE going upstairs. 

We respectfully ask that you do not send older children down to Torah Tots to pick up 
their siblings. Thank you for your cooperation!
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We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong! 
 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-8603 or  email office@torahacademymn.org

The third graders will be holding a book swap during the 
Academic Showcase on January 20!    

Students can bring any good children’s books that you are finished with, and 
trade them for books they would like to keep.  If your child wants to start 
bringing book(s) ahead of time, Mrs. Halek would be happy to keep them until 
the Book Swap! 

Please remember: Mid-Winter Break begins on Thursday, January 23. 
Families should not leave early!

Mazel Tov to Mrs. Masha Kaganovich and 
Mr. Eric Ramberg on the bar mitzvah of their 
son Aaron Ramberg. 

Mazel Tov to Dr. and Dr. Rena and 
Avraham Klein on the bas mitzvah of their 
daughter Ateret.

Morning Carpool Note
Many of you have already noticed that going EAST on 28th Street towards Joppa Ave., 

the last section (approximately 500 feet) is blocked with traffic cones to stop people from 
parking there. The point is to have 28th Street traffic approaching Joppa Avenue pull over to 
the right before turning on to Joppa Avenue and make room for through traffic. 

Please help us help you and others by allowing traffic on 28th Street to continue while 
you are dropping off your children in the morning. Thank you!

Bnos Pen Pals is here again! 
Girls in Kindergarten - 8th Grade can be 
paired with a pen pal who is in the same 
grade as her from a Bnos group in another 
city. 
To join, please email your daughter’s first 
and last name, age, grade,  phone number, 
and full address to malkaprero@gmail.com 
or call/text Malka at 6123682453. 
Please submit by Friday January 26.

Congratulations to the latest Brain Teaser 
Winner, Max Greenberg in 4B.

KASHRUS ALERT!

January 15, 2020
Effective immediately, Dough Dough, 

located in the Mall Of America at 372 
East Broadway, Bloomington, MN, 55425, 
is no longer certified by the cRc (Chicago 
Rabbinical Council).
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REMINDER: Monday, January 20 
January 20th was already the scheduled 

date for the annual Torah Academy Academic 
Showcase which highlights our General 
Studies program. 

The schedule of the day will be as follows –
Monday, January 20, 2020

Torah Tot dismissal 
at 1:00 PM as usual!

AcAdemic ShowcASe 
from 12:55 – 1:55 PM

Early Dismissal for students 
in K-8 @ 1:55 PM (NO BUS)

K-8 Faculty In-Service 
with Mr. Bernabei from 2:10 -4:10 PM

Summer Camp Scholarships!
Thanks to funds raised through the annual Community Campaign, the Minneapolis Jewish 

Federation is able to award financial need-based scholarships to children in the greater Minneapolis 
metropolitan area for the Jewish summer day and overnight camp programs. The 2020 applications 
are now open. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Laura Tilsner, Community Impact 
Associate, at 952-417-2348 or ltilsner@jewishminneapolis.org. 

The timeline for the application process is as follows:
Camp Scholarship Application Due Date: Monday, February 24, 2020
Camps and families will be notified of application status no later than Friday, March 13, 2020
Go to https://jewishminneapolis.org/campscholarships/ for more information. Remember that all 

applications are due by February 24. 

What do you keep in your shtender? Torah Academy students had a special opportunity to see a “Tree 
of Life Shtender”, a special concept created by Rabbi Noah Greenberg and Mr. David Moss containing 
many items a person might need daily, weekly, and throughout the year to live a Jewish life!
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Classroom Close-up
Mrs. Engelson & Miss Borenstein~7G Judaic Studies

continued on page 5

7th Grade Girls - Where every student is a champion!

We spend time each morning “working out”! We cherish every part of our team time together.
During that time, we daven, practice kriah, learn Chumash, Parsha, and/or Dikduk. Through the
efforts, good work, and participation of a student, she feels like a champion. Through the
fascinating lessons about gedolim and leaders like epiax dyn and the Avos, we all feel like
champions.  Watching a group of girls blossom into a thoughtful, maturing group of young ladies
makes their coach really proud!

Chumash:  As we learn Parshiyos Shelach, Korach, and Chukas, we decode pesukim, ask
provoking questions, give thoughtful answers, dicuss important concepts, and pair and share with
a classmate.  “7up use their kup” in more than one way while they review the many rashis that
we learn orally (and enjoy a delicious drink). 

Kriah:  With practice from the dnirp d`ixw, it is our hope to see huge strides in fluency and
accuracy.

Parsha: We focus on certain topics of the weekly parsha. We look inside the pesukim to
understand what’s happening with clarity and pull out lessons for life.

Dikduk: The seventh graders are outstanding authors. They have written a few books in Hebrew
for young children to be able to put their knowledge of Ivrit and dikduk to use. Their creativity
and artistic abilities are very enjoyable.

On Erev Shabbos, we make time for a special “key” program. Afterall, Shemiras Shabbos is the
key! With halachos, stories, and songs, the atmosphere is an enjoyable one. We end the week on
just the right key.
 
Mid-morning the teach switches. Mrs. Engelson leaves and Miss Borenstein comes in!

After a quick refreshing recess, the girls continue their busy morning with Navi, Sefer
Hachinuch, Yehadus, and Beur Tefillah. 

Navi: We are busy learning Sefer Shmuel Beis, focusing on the translation of the pesukim, the
storyline, deeper concepts, and of course applying lessons to our own personal life. As we
complete each perek we see more and more the tremendous greatness of Dovid Hamelech. 

Sefer Hachinuch: We focus on certain mitzvos, learning about the root, dinim, and other
interesting parts of the mitzvah. With the completion of each mitzvah, we write the information
on a note-card so that we have all our mitzvos on a ring, ready to study for our cumulative
quizzes. 

Yahadus: Yomim Tovim, months, and the Brachos Bee are keeping us busy. As each Yom Tov
approaches, we have the privilege to learn about it. We learn the halachos, stories, and
takeaways from the Yom Tov. 

Mid-morning, the teacher switches. Mrs. Engelson leaves and Miss Borenstein comes in!
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Classroom Close-up (Continued)

Biyur Tefilla: As we learn about Birchas Hashachar, special tefillos for Yom Tov, and Hallel,
we have gained an understanding and appreciation for each tefilla. Our goal is to know the
translation and deeper meaning of the tefillos so that when we daven, we know what we are
saying! Our Asher Yatzar program has us saying Asher Yatzar with a lot of kavana! 

It has been a real pleasure teaching these outstanding Talmidos. We look forward to continued
growth and nachas!

The excitement and energy in the halls continues as we are nearing the 
halfway mark in the Yedios Keloliyos program. February 5th, the Wednesday 
after Mid-winter break is the halfway mark. All students who have earned 
half of their goal before February 5th will receive an incentive. 

Hint of the week
As we start Sefer Shemos, the second Sefer of the Chamisha Chumshei 
Torah, this Shabbos, practice the “Sidros” found on page 8.
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continued on page 8

the View from the Classroom

Grade 2/3 AR Bowling Trip

 » Froilan , Muchas Gracias and 
best wishes wherever you are 
working! We will miss seeing 
you every morning!

 » Welcome aboard to Carlos!

Torah Tot Two Year Olds “A”
What a blast we had making a snowman outside!!!!!!!
Mrs. Bodner, Miss B. Weinberg, Miss B. Prero 
Torah Tot Two Year Olds “B”
Torah Tots Two B is “SNOW” much fun. We are 

having “snow” much fun learning about winter. Snowflakes 
here, there, and everywhere! Mr. Snowman was our visitor 
this week. Next week, winter animals will join us!

Mrs. B. Weinberg & Mrs. Rotkin 
Torah Tot Three Year Olds
We have been learning about making healthy food 

choices, including a lot of fruits and vegetables. The ha’aitz 
brocha dovetails nicely with this.  We know a lot about how 
our bodies work, including our digestive system.  For letter 
lamed, we made levs (hearts) which also went well with 
our healthy bodies unit.  We dressed as leitzanim/clowns 
for letter lamed and marble painted for letter Mm.  We have 
been getting ready for our “Mommy and Me” Shabbos 
party this week.... We can’t wait!

Mrs. Fishman, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs. Chodos, & Mrs. Siegel
Pre-Kindergarten
We had fun with the letter  this week. We learned 

about “Lechem Mishna” for Shabbos. We made challah and 
a challah cover to go with it! The children remembered so 
many details about Parshas Shemos—Wow! This parsha 
was exciting.

Have a wonderful Shabbos.
Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Skapino
This week we finished our winter investigations by 

making frost paintings with salt and glitter.
Mrs. Wenner & Miss R. Spar
Kindergarten
What a delicious time we had with  week! We saw 

a video about how blueberries are gorwn, we began the 
process of drying grapes to make raisins, and we created 
adorable (and yummy!) “grapefruit faces” to eat.

The class now knows how to blend Alef-Beis letters 

with three nekudos:

         
Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
Kindergarten Grocery Store is a hit! Thank you for 

your grocery item donations. The students paired up to 
create labels for the various food groups to help keep the 
store neat and orderly. In Superkids reading, we are learning 
about the vowel Ii, and in math, we are measuring and 
comparing lengths and heights.

Ms. Kittleson
First Grade
Wow! What a special week this has been. Kitah Alef 

shone at their Chumash play and celebration this past 
Sunday. The week only got better as we learned our very 
first pasuk in Parshas Bereishis. That was so exciting! 

Kriah, Ksivah, our Brachos unit and so much more 
kept us very busy too. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, 
Mrs. Borenstein, Mrs. Goldberger, & Mrs. Rothstein
It was another BIG week in first grade for reading. 

The students learned the CVCe (super e) pattern. They are 
so excited to be able to now read hundreds of new words!! 
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continued on page 9

Sunday Morning Learning trip to Urban Air

In math, they learned to identify equal parts, and also to 
identify halves and fourths.

Mrs. Singer & Miss Breningstall
First grade made a huge leap in reading by beginning 

to learn about long vowels. Our story for the week was a 
story about pretend play with characters and dialogue. We 
worked hard on writing complete sentences in our Middos 
Journals about performing acts of kindness.

Ms. Kittleson
We jumped into exploring three dimensional shapes 

like cubes and pyramids. For Social Studies, we learned 
about how maps work and made some of our own! Come 
check them out at the Academic Fair!

Mrs. Wenner
Second Grade
What a week it was B”H! We learned many new millim 

and shorashim. We also played a great game of Kriah kick 
ball. Ask you daughter what special thing Hashem loans to 
us and what we can do to protect it.

Miss H. Prero
This week, we learned from the fact that Avrom did not 

hear the “malach” tell Hagar that she will have a son by the 
name Yishmael but Avrom still named him Yishmael shows 
that he must have had Ruach HaKodesh when he named 
Yishmael. A big Mazel Tov on completing yet another perek 
in Chumash!

Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum
This week, in Superkids, the second graders read some 

fascinating articles in Super magazine. They read about the 
history of bicycles and also about the amazing migration of 
monarch butterflies. In math, we practiced using bar models 
to add and subtract. And in social studies, we practiced 
reading and using maps.

Mrs. Singer & Miss H. Prero
Third Grade
What a terrific week!! We learned all about Yitzchak 

and Avimelech, as well as the names of each well. We 
enjoyed finishing our family trees. 

Don’t forget to bring in the Maasim Tovim notes. 
Have a wonderful Shabbos!!
Mrs. Prero
This week, the third graders learned how a tzadik is 

complete in his ways both in public and in private. The 
Torah taught this to us when it tells us that Eisav was forty 
when he got married. Ask a third grader for details. This 
week the third graders got to learn some super long Rashis!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
The second and third graders had a wonderful time 

bowling at Tuttle’s this week!  Now we are turning our 
attention to making our second trimester reading goals.  
We hope to share our social studies work with you at the 
Torah Academy Academic Showcase on Monday.  This 
school-wide showcase begins at 12:55 pm and ends at 1:55 
pm.  Feel free to pick up your third grader and go through 
the school displays together at that time. Students who are 
not picked up at 12:55 will remain with me until 1:55.

In addition, the third graders will be running a book 
swap in the main hallway for the first 30 minutes of the 
Showcase.  If your child wishes to participate, he or she 
can bring a book to me before Monday, or on the day of the 
swap. 

Enjoy the pictures of our bowling fun!
Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Do you know what Tamar and Mrs. Potifar had in 

common? Do you know why Potifar put Yosef in jail but 
didn’t kill him? Aside from learning Chumash, we’ve been 
busy learning Navi, Brachos, Pirkei Avos, and Parshas 
Hashavua!

Mrs. Idstein
Mazel Tov to our 4th graders upon the completion of 

Parshas Vayeshev! The boys know the four perakim quite 
well. We recite a word and the students can say where the 
word is used. Lots of  really helps us.
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continued on page 10

“Facts and Feats for Kids #1” selected by Rabbi Idstein (from the book of the same name)
• The world’s largest talis measures at 26’ x 39’. It is over 1,000 sq. ft. and is typically used for Kol 

H’Na’arim!
• The letter that appears the most in a Sefer Torah is the letter Yud. It appears 31,531 times!
• The letter that appears the least in a Sefer Torah is the letter Tes. It appears 1,804 times!
• The “end letter” that appears the most is Mem Sofis – it appears 10,624 times. The one that appears the 

least is Pay Sofis that appears only 830 times.
• In the Torah there is a total of 304,805 letters, 79,847 words, 5,845 pesukim, and 187 perakim!

Rabbi Waxman
We started learning about how to find factors of whole 

numbers. We also learned how to find common factors 
between numbers and how to identify a prime or composite 
number. In science, we learned about organs in the body.

Have a good Shabbos and enjoyable vacation next 
Thursday, Jan. 23.

Mrs. Herron
In math, students are enjoying and getting much better 

at applying their multiplication and division skills to real-
world situations.  Math is more interesting and meaningful 
when we can apply it to real-life situations!

In science, we’re continuing our new unit, “Structures 
and Functions of Living Things”. This week we’re 
exploring tissues, organs, and organ systems in living 
things! (Our running joke in class is how “organ” systems 
differ from “piano” systems... and it’s a lot fun when the 
boys get the joke!) 

Mr. Usem
In Social Studies, we finished exploring the Midwest 

and Great Plain States. We also completed our personal 
narrative essay: Our Favorite Vacation. The boys can’t 
wait to show you these essays and their “passports” at the 
Academic Showcase on Monday, January 20. 

Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
Chazak, Chazak, V’nischazek! We finished Parshas 

Shemos and started Parshas Va’eira!
In Navi, a Malach HaShem appears to Gideon. Which 

conversation is this similar to??
Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Lichtman
This week, we learned about all different cases where 

a ganiv steals and has to pay four or five times more than 
what he stole. Ask your son why happy and funny came to 
class this week!

Have a wonderful Shabbos,
Rabbi Mandelbaum
Another full week in Fifth Grade! We’re continuing to 

learn about the Earth in science; we’ve begun to learn about 
the Revolutionary War (and young George Washington!), 
starting decimals in math, and finishing our poems in 
writing. The “Great Chocolate Chase” is getting more 
mysterious as Daisy completes a spy mission. What will 
be next? With a visit to Denmark and more ABC projects, 
there’s always more to learn! Have a wonderful Shabbos. 

Mrs. Gross
In 5B, we have been reading together Around the 

World in 80 Days. To better understand the time the books 
takes place and to better understand the two forms of 
transportation the characters used, 5B students have created 
three different display boards. I can’t wait to see their 
final projects for the Academic Showcase coming up on 
Monday, January 20.

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
This week, 6th grade took a test on Parshas Mishspatim 

and had a mini-siyum with hot cocoa. On Tuesday, we 
started Parshas Ki Sisa with the topic of Machtzis Hashekel 
and then moved on to the details of making the . We are 
continuing on in dikduk with  and in Biyur Tefilla with 
Shema.

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss Breningstall
This week we had some real “hang-ups”! Especially 

for the needles! Also, what is a “Sratya U’Platya”? Come 
and find out in sixth grade! But watch out when you cross 
the highway! 

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman
In math, the class is just finishing a unit of proportions, 

ratios, and rates. They will have a math quiz before Winter 
Break next week. The next unit will be graphing data on 
coordinate planes after the vacation. 

In physics, the boys are now very familiar with Sir 
Isaac Newton and his laws of motion and gravitation.

A quiz is scheduled this week. The boys now have a 
good understanding of why the earth and the moon do not 
collide!! 

Dr. Thorne
This week in science we began learning about time as 

a linear concept, by working on graphing motion. The girls 
have loved exploring this idea and have been asking some 
very deep questions on the topic!  Come check out our 
work in the science lab during the Academic Showcase! 

Mrs. Lang
This week, the 6th graders spent time on the laptops 

typing up their poems. I am very impressed with the final 
products. All chapbooks will be shown at the January 
Showcase on Monday. After winter break, students will be 
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starting an expansive social studies unit that includes an 
introduction to economics. NO Monday quiz next week! :)

Ms. Salmela
Seventh Grade
What a nachas to see the girls working carefully on 

their dikduk drills!
We’re looking forward to another set of great  

books!
Did you know that Mitzvas Hafrashas Challah is really 

a mitzvah hat’luyah b’aretz. Why do we do it here in St. 
Louis Park?

Mrs. Engelson
See our Classroom Close-Up!
Miss S. Borenstein
Eighth Grade
In Parshas Va’eschanan, Moshe 

tells B’nai Yisroel to stick to the 
Torah’s ways. By keeping our Torah 
and mitzvos, we will be respected by 
the nations of the world! We read many 
stories and recent articles about the 
Siyum HaShas that reflect these words 
that Moshe told B’nai Yisroel!

Mrs. Idstein
Shlomo Hamelech ruled for forty years. During his 

reign, Klal Yisroel enjoyed wealth, peace, and tranquility 
like never before. Now, right before Shlomo Hamelech 
is niftar, he is informed by a Navi that he will lose the 
melucha due to a mistake that Shlomo Hamelech made. For 
the sake of his father, Dovid and the city of Yerushalayim, 
two shevatim will remain. We hope and pray every day for 
the coming of Mashiach when the throne of David will be 
reestablished in Yerushalayim. Ask your daughter what this 
daily prayer is. 

Mrs. Greenberg
This week, the eighth graders got a little taste of 

Yeshiva. As we were learning the next sugya in Gemorah, 
we learned and discussed many of the Tosafos.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
7th Grade: This week 7th graders learned about slavery. 

Students learned how slavery worked in the United States, 
abolition, and the Underground Railroad. Students will be 
making a project about abolition next week. 

8th Grade: This week 8th grade learned about the Cold 
War. Students learned about the nuclear arms race and 
the space race. Next week, students have a test about the 
nuclear arms race and space race.

Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
Seventh graders are learning about the six types of 

text structures this week. For their grammar lessons, they 
are learning how to fix run-on sentences and how to turn 
a simple sentence into a compound/complex sentence. 
Their first trimester book projects and short stories 

will be displayed during the Academic Showcase, this 
coming Monday. The 8th graders worked on an Ode to a 
favorite thing this week, which will be displayed during 
the Academic Showcase. They also reviewed how to fix 
fragments and run-on sentences in their daily grammar 
lessons. Please note… the 7th and 8th grade Language Arts 
Academic Showcase will be displayed on the walls by room 
117a (8G Judaic Studies and MS Language Arts classroom). 

Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
This week in 8th grade, 8B students have begun 

to explore  properties of equality 
(commutative, associative, distributive, 
identity, inverse) and how they apply 
to algebraic expressions and equations, 
setting the groundwork for studying 
linear relationships and equations. 
Students are getting much better at 
combining like terms, even in very large 
expressions.  8G students have begun 
exploring the graphing of functions 
and and visualizing how they appear 
on a graph, and how changes in certain 

factors change the appearance of the graph.   In 7th grade, 
7G students are concluding their unit on the topics of ratios, 
rates, unit rates, and proportions. 7B students have moved 
on to apply their proportional skills with similar figures, 
scale drawings, and indirect measurement. 

Mr. Usem
MS Science
This week we have been working on understand 

heredity and probability. We created our own punnett 
squares that express the eye color of ourselves or friends. 
Come check out our work in the science lab during the 
Academic Showcase!

Mrs. Lang
Computers
For the last two weeks, the 2nd thru 8th graders have 

been taking their winter Fastbridge evaluations.  The 
assessment covers math and reading.  The students are 
working seriously on the evaluation which will make the 
results meaningful.

In Kindergarten, the class continues to work on their 
computer drawing skills.  We watched a short video to see 
how to draw a sailboat on a lake.  The students did a good 
job of creating similar pictures on their own.

In first grade, we continue to explore the alphabet while 
drawing in Kid’s Pix.  This week we choose a letter and 
then look for or drew images that began with that letter.

Mr. Baldinger
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Middos Moment
with Efrat &  Efraim

Midda #3 Patience~Savlanus
“Stay calm and be patient”

•	 In which situations should a person stay calm and be patient?

•	 What are the benefits of staying calm and being patient?

•	 What are difficult times to stay calm and be patient?

•	 What are strategies to help a person stay calm and patient, even when it is difficult?

•	 How can staying calm and patient effect how we treat other people?

•	 How do you feel when someone around you stays calm and is patient, in a situation where it is difficult 
to be calm and patient?

Classroom Discussions
1A We acted out the contrast between a patient and an impatient mother going about her day. Which 
mother was happier? We saw clearly how patience makes all of us happier and calmer.
1B Not only did Kitah Aleph talk about this Midda, we exhibited it and saw the tremendous results. We 
even got a Nachas note!!
2B & 5B A person can stay calm by recognizing that everything is run and controlled by Hashem.
2G When we stay calm and are patient, we feel proud, happy and good about ourselves. We are also 
able to treat other people nicely, with more respect and with a smile.
3G *Staying calm can be difficult *Stop think and count to ten *Any person who is insulted and 
doesn’t answer back has a huge opportunity for their prayers to be answered
4B The Chofetz Chaim was learning when a fire started to spread through his wooden house. The 
Chofetz Chaim was so engrossed in his learning that he was unaware of the fire. When they burst into 
his room to save him, he calmly discussed the situation and deliberately closed his Gemara and said 
“What a shame to stop learning now”. Only then did he leave. 
5G How to stay calm and patient 1. Distract yourself 2. Look for the humor in it 3. Take deep breaths 
4. Count to ten 5. Talk to your self 
6B *Difficult to stay calm when someone says or does something which bothers us. *Staying calm 
and patient helps avoid fights. *Staying calm and patient when it is hard creates a fulfilling feeling. 
*Strategy to help- recognize the other person might have something bothering him and judge him 
meritoriously.
6G You should always be calm in your mind, this will allow you to think straight and be patient (except 
in emergencies and waiting for Moshiach).
7G When you work hard to stay calm and be patient, you benefit yourself you become a more likeable 
person and people like being with happy and calm people.
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Middos Moment
with Efrat &  Efraim

Another

Midda #3 Patience~Savlanus
“How can we be a help to others!”

*It is understood that these discussions will vary from class to class depending on the student’s age and level of understanding.
There is so much to say about Chesed, so many stories and many opportunities for the students 
to act with the Middah of Chesed. We have through the week of February 10th to incorporate this 
Midah and to encourage the students to see the many opportunities to do chesed not as a chore but 
rather a zechus. 
•	 In what ways do you help at home? In what ways can you be more helpful?
•	 In what ways do you help in school? In what ways can you be more helpful?
•	 Would the world be a better place if everyone had what they needed and there was no need 
for Chesed? Why?
•	 What different Chesed organizations can you name? What do they do?
•	 If you could begin a Chesed organization to help in your community and/or elsewhere what 
would it be and why?

Classroom Discussions
1B We talked about having our “Chesed Radar” on, so that we can be ready to do Chesed whenever we 
can.
3B We discussed the idea of “The world stands on three things, on Torah, on Tefilla and on Gemilus 
Chasodim” Without Chesed the world can not stand.
3G *If we did not have Chesed the world would not stand. *Doing Chesed fills our bucket as well, we 
feel good and happy after we help someone.
4B A person can raise himself by being selfless. If one thinks of “us” instead of “me” ; our game, our 
classroom, our lunch etc. we will be helping others as well.
5G Examples of Chesed-at home: Clear after supper, put away the laundry, clean up a spill, wash 
dishes, pick up something that fell, put clothes in the hamper, put away groceries, set the table, take out 
the garbage. 
At school: offer to do something for someone in a rush, pick up somethinh which dropped, passing out 
seforim, help a teacher, help a younger student find where to go, include others, sharing notes.
6B Opportunities for Chesed  at school: Helping someone organize their locker, helping someone with 
a spill. 
At home: helping a sibling with their homework, review for a test etc.  
6G Examples: Open chesed orginazation, doing small things that make a difference as well as big 
things, do it happily and before you are asked.
7B Q:Why do we find helping others to be much easier than helping at home? A: Helping at home is a 
much greater Mitzvah so the Yetzer Harah gives us such a hard time…
7G We have countless opportunities to do Chesed at home and at school, however we can work on 
doing them with a smile and immediately when we are asked!!







 ID #________________

 
Summer 2020 Camp Ruach Application 

Guita (Roberts) Borenstein Center for Early Childhood Education at Torah Academy 

Junior Division:  
Must be two-years old by July 1, 2020  

All children attending camp must be up to date on all vaccines 
 

Child’s Last Name  First Name  Male        Female  

Child’s Birthdate 
_____/____/____ 

Hebrew Name  Name to be called  

What grade will your child be in this fall? ________________ in September 2020 

Address  City/Zip Home Phone  

Child lives with: Mother’s Name:  Father’s Name:  

____ both parents  

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)_______________ 

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)________________ 

____ mom Cell Phone/Pager (________________ Cell Phone/Pager (____)____________ 

____ dad Business Phone (_____)____________ Business Phone (____)_____________ 

 Email __________________________________ Email __________________________________ 

Please check off your choice  
___All seven weeks from June 29-August 14, 2020 

Monday-Thursday 10:00-2:30, Friday 10:00-2:15  
Session 1 Session 2  

(must sign up for at least two weeks of session)  
__ Week 1: June 29-July 3 ___ Week 5: July 27-July 31  

__ Week 2: July 6–July 10 ___ Week 6: August 3-August 7 

__ Week 3: July 13-July 17 ___ Week 7:  August 10-August 14 

__ Week 4: July 20-July 24 ___ 10 

Complete back of this page 
Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 

$100 per family, $50 for single child 
All camp fees are due by April 27, 2020 and can be paid 

by credit card or by check, in full or with post-dated checks or credit card installments  
Due to staffing and planning, We cannot issue refunds for missed time (illness or vacation ) 

Minneapolis Jewish Federation Camp 

Scholarship Applications are due on 

Monday, February 24, 2020



 ID #________________

 
Junior Division: 

Must be two-years old by September 1st 

All children attending camp must be up to date on all vaccines
 

 Fee 
Per Week 

Total Weeks Total Cost  
 

Full Price $115.00  
$ 

Early Bird Price for the 
 Full 7 week session before  

April 27, 2020 

$100.00 
 

7 
$ 
 

Early Bird Weekly Price 
before 

April 27, 2020 

$105.00  $ 
 
 

 $100 registration fee per family,  
$50 for single child $ 

 Total of all camp tuition & fees $ 

 
Complete front of this page with dates attending 

Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 
$100 per family, $50 for single child 

All camp fees are due by April 27, 2020 and can be paid 
by credit card or by check, in full or 

with post-dated checks or credit card installments 

Please indicate how you are paying:  Check(s) enclosed OR  Please charge my credit card:
Card Number__________________________________________________
Expiration Date ____/____  Security Code ______ (3 digits on back of card) Signature_________________________________________
Please contact Mrs. Shaindy Mandelbaum with any questions about Camp Ruach at 
952.927.8713 (home) or 612.308.0087 (cell).

 

 
  

Minneapolis Jewish Federation Camp 

Scholarship Applications are due on 

Monday, February 24, 2020



 ID #________________

 
Summer 2020 Camp Ruach Application 

Guita (Roberts) Borenstein Center for Early Childhood Education at Torah Academy 

Senior Division:  
Children currently in Torah Tot 3-year olds, Pre-K, or Kindergarten 

All children attending camp must be up to date on all vaccines 
Child’s Last Name  First Name  Male        Female  

Child’s Birthdate 
_____/____/____ 

Hebrew Name  Name to be called  

What grade will your child be in this fall? _____________ in September 2020 (Must be toilet trained for camp!) 

Address  City/Zip Home Phone  

Child lives with: Mother’s Name:  Father’s Name:  

____ both parents  

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)_______________ 

                  ______________________________ 

Home Phone (____)________________ 

____ mom Cell Phone/Pager (________________ Cell Phone/Pager (____)____________ 

____ dad Business Phone (_____)____________ Business Phone (____)_____________ 

 Email __________________________________ Email __________________________________ 

 

Please check off your choice (you may choose the whole session or just specific weeks) 

___All four weeks from June 29-July 24, 2020 
__ Week 1: June 29-July 3  Monday–Thursday 

10:00 a.m.- 3:45 pm  
Friday  

10:00 a.m.–2:15 pm 

__ Week 2: July 6-July 10 

__ Week 3: July 13-July 17 

__ Week 4: July 20-July 24 
 

Complete back of this page 
Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 

$100 per family, $50 for single child 
All camp fees are due by April 27, 2020 and can be paid 

by credit card or by check, in full or with post-dated checks or credit card installments  

Due to staffing and transportation commitments, 
we cannot issue refunds for missed time (illness or vacation ) 

  

Minneapolis Jewish Federation Camp 

Scholarship Applications are due on 

Monday, February 24, 2020



 ID #________________

 
 

Senior Division: 
Children currently in Torah Tot 3-year olds, Pre-K, or Kindergarten 

Must be toilet trained! 
 

 Fee 
Per Week 

Total Weeks Total Cost  
 

Full Price $155.00  
$ 

Early Bird Price for the 
 Full 4 week session before  

April 27, 2020 

$130.00 
 

4 
$ 
 

Early Bird Weekly Price 
before 

April 27, 2020 

$140.00  $ 
 
 

 $100 registration fee per family,  
$50 for single child $ 

 Total of all camp tuition & fees $ 

Complete front of this page with dates attending 
Please attach check for non-refundable registration fee of 

$100 per family, $50 for single child 
All camp fees are due by April 27, 2020 and can be paid 

by credit card or by check, in full or 
with post-dated checks or credit card installments 

Please indicate how you are paying:  Check(s) enclosed OR  Please charge my credit card:
Card Number__________________________________________________
Expiration Date ____/____  Security Code ______ (3 digits on back of card) Signature_________________________________________

Mrs. Shaindy 

Minneapolis Jewish Federation Camp 

Scholarship Applications are due on 

Monday, February 24, 2020


