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Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
Friday, Jan. 14: TT/PK dismissal 1:00 pm & K-8 dismissal 1:30 pm
                           Enrichment classes go until 2:15 pm 
Sunday, Jan. 16: Boys’ classes 8:15 am until 11:45 am
                             First Grade Chumash Play at 10:30 am in the gym!!
Monday, Jan. 17: NO BUS SERVICE HOME (Arrange rides ahead of time for your children)
Monday, Jan.17-Wednesday, Jan. 19: Volunteers needed in morning for “Grandparent Photo Project”
Friday, Jan. 21: TT/PK dismissal 1:00 pm & K-8 dismissal 1:30 pm
                           Enrichment classes go until 2:15 pm 
Sunday, Jan. 23-Sunday, Jan. 30: Mid-Winter Break/No School
Monday, Jan. 31: Regular classes resume
Friday, Feb. 4: TT/PK dismissal 1:00 pm & K-8 dismissal 1:30 pm
                           Enrichment classes go until 2:15 pm 
Sunday, Feb. 6: Boys’ classes 8:15 am until 11:45 am

Always check your 
school calendar for 
important upcoming 

dates and times.

The sixth grade girls cooked together at Mrs. Botnick’s 
home to prepare for their Shabbaton.
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...
Deeply moved by the wondrous miracle of the splitting 

of the sea, the Jewish people respond with song and 
praise and the singing of “Az Yashir.” Among the most 
stirring lines of the song is the declaration, “This is my 
G-d and I will beautify Him.” Rashi explains that this was 
an expression of intent to declare HaShem’s beauty and 
praiseworthiness to the world. The Gemora (Shabbos 133b) 
brings two more elaborate interpretations of this verse. 
“It was taught in a Braysa: Be beautiful before Him with 
Mitzvos—make a beautiful sukkah before Him, a beautiful 
lulav, beautiful tzitzis, etc. Abba Shaul said: Be similar to 
Him—just as He is gracious and merciful, so you should be 
gracious and merciful.” 

It is apparent how the first interpretation of the Gemora 
stays true to the concept of “beautifying” HaShem. By 
observing Mitzvos in a beautiful manner, we demonstrate 
the beauty of His Torah and sanctify His name. The 
interpretation of Abba Shaul, however, seems unrelated 
to the concept of beauty. How does being gracious and 
merciful relate to beautifying HaShem? 

The Torah Temima explains that just as building a 
beautiful sukkah or writing a beautiful Sefer Torah brings 
forth HaShem’s beauty in the world and sanctifies His 
name, so too imitating HaShem by refining one’s character 
brings out His beauty for He is the one who provided us 
with the means to develop these fine character traits. 

But perhaps there is something even deeper at play 
here. The Tomer Devorah explains that our various limbs 
and organs are physical representatives of the various 

traits of HaShem. This is one explanation for the concept 
of being created in the “image of HaShem.” Our actions 
and our character traits, however, must also reflect those of 
HaShem. Otherwise, we become a walking contradiction—
with a body that reflects His traits, but with actions and 
attributes that do not. When we make ourselves similar 
to Him—by being gracious and merciful—we truly 
exemplify the intent of having been created in “the image of 
HaShem.” Thus, our refined character traits are a reflection 
of His traits and will beautify and sanctify Him in the eyes 
of others. 

I would be in remiss if I did not mention the passing of 
Rebbitzen Temi Kamenetsky a”h this past week. She was 
a living epitome of the above. She adorned all those who 
came in contact with her with a living example of what it 
means to live in the ways of HaShem. It was impossible to 
be in her presence and not feel the “image of HaShem” that 
she exuded. Her standing beside the Rosh HaYeshiva, Reb 
Shmuel yblc”t for 70+ years and the myriad of people she 
learned with and helped, directly and indirectly, throughout 
her years was truly remarkable. The impact of being the 
wife of the “z’kan HaRosh Yeshivos” today is impossible to 
quantify. Her smile reflected the G-dliness she represented 
and her care for everyone was in fact divine! 

May we too merit to beautify our Mitzvos and our 
character traits and demonstrate G-d’s beauty to all the 
people of the world!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

The first graders love to watch the eagle cam with Mrs. Singer!
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May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong! 
 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Dress for the 
weather!

Children should come to school with 
warm coats, gloves or mittens, hats, 
snow pants, and boots so they can 
enjoy recess. Recess will be OUTDOORS 

whenever possible!

Torah Academy Schoolwide “Wish List”
• Library and classroom books
• Games for indoor recess
These items can be used (and in good condition) or we gladly accept donations to 
purchase our own! Contact the school office at office@torahacademymn.org

Our condolences to Mr. Charles Aaron and Mrs. Shana Schuman on the loss of their mother,
 Mrs. Beverly Aaron, Chaya Bracha bas Gedalyah a”h.

Our condolences to Ms. Jena Morris on the loss of her brother,
 Yussel Leib ben Betzalel Yaakov z”l.

Our condolences to Mrs. Hinda Dukes on the loss of her mother,
 Perl bas Shmuel a”h.

Safety Reminder!
NO LEFT TURNS are allowed out of carpool! 
It creates a dangerous situation at a very busy time for pedestrians and 

other cars.

There will be no bus service from the SLP public schools on 
Monday, January 17, as they are off for Martin Luther King Day. 
PLEASE ARRANGE AHEAD OF TIME HOW YOUR CHILDREN WILL 
GO HOME ON MONDAY when there is no bus service.

Family Pictures for 
Grandparents are Back!

Volunteers are needed to help 
our photographer on Monday (1/17), 
Tuesday (1/18), & Wednesday (1/19) in 
the morning.

Please call or email the school office if 
you can help out next week. 952.920.6630 
or office@torahacademymn.org
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Classroom Close-up
Mr. Baldinger ~ Computer Technology

2nd graders reading a 
chapter book together.5G reviewing Hebrew milim.

At Torah Academy, we believe that the computer is a tool that can and should be used to enhance learning in the 
curricular areas.  In order for the computer to be an effective tool, students must be taught the skills to operate the 
computer effectively, safely, and with good decision-making skills. 

The goal is to make the students lifelong users of information and technology.  We want them to be able to:
•	 Demonstrate the proper and safe use of hardware and software
•	 Understand basic computer operations
•	 Demonstrate the proper use of a keyboard
•	 Utilize multimedia authoring and presentation tools (paint and drawing tools like MS Paint and Kid Pix).
•	 Utilize a word processing program (MS Word)
•	 Utilize the Internet
•	 Create and manipulate a simple spreadsheet, and produce a graph using a basic spreadsheet program (MS Office)
•	 Use and create visual/content presentations (MS PowerPoint)
•	 Develop problem solving skills by demonstrating the ability to imagine, create, and produce a computer 

generated project utilizing programming (coding) skills in a computer programming language.(code.org and 
Processing.org)

To that end, Torah Academy uses a couple of curriculum sources.  Kindergarten through 4th grade use material 
from TechnoKids.  TechnoKids computer curriculum is a collection of technology projects.  The projects include 
interdisciplinary activities targeting learning objectives from multiple subject areas such as language arts, science, and 
business.  Each project-based lesson blends technology (common computer software like Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
etc.) into the curriculum lessons.  Grades 5 through 8 utilize material from two web sites (code.org and processing.
org) to teach coding (computer language programming).  In addition, the 7th and 8th grade will use a STEM curriculum 
developed by the Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education (CIJE) that combines electronics with programing.
All students from 1st grade through 8th grade attend computer class for 30 minutes, twice a week.  Kindergarten meets 
for one 30-minute session, and Pre-K meets for one 20-minute session. Time is carved out of their normal day for this 
activity. 

Pre-K’s primary goal is to allow the students to become familiar and comfortable with the use of the computer, 
primarily the mouse.  It is often difficult for small hands to handle a mouse and get it to do things on a computer 
screen.  We hone our mouse-using skills by using a web site “Starfall.com”.  Starfall is an educational site that helps 
beginning reading and math skills.  The kids learn, while manipulating things on the screen that reinforce a math 
concept or reading comprehension.

The Kindergarten technology project is TechnoPC.  The main theme is the computer itself.  We learn about its 
parts and what they do.  We also practice using the mouse.  Microsoft Paint is the main program used.  We create 
pictures and use the mouse to do them.  The students also use Kid Pix, another drawing program.  They may use it 
this year to produce an end of the year project to create a telephone book for their parents. 

The 1st Grade technology project is TechnoLetters.  The main theme of this project is letters of the alphabet.  The 
continued on page 5
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main program we use is Kid Pix.  It is a paint/picture creating program.  There are many features to this program 
that students investigate while doing tasks related to studying the alphabet.  The program draws, paints, and provides 
backgrounds, stamps, stickers, and full range of text features including the ability to hear what is written.  There is 
even animation and sound that can be added to a picture.

The 2nd grade technology project is TechnoStories.  TechnoStories is an authoring project, which uses Microsoft 
Word as the main computer tool.  The project provides templates to help the student put together their own stories.  It 
starts with an almost complete photo story (4 pages long), asking the kids to fill in the missing elements of the story.  
Working its way up to a blank template that the students must fill in with their story and illustrations.  They must 
create, and then type their story.  They must also illustrate the story with images found on the Internet.  The students 
need to save all their projects to the school’s file server, so they can continue to work on them in subsequent class 
sessions.  They must learn how to log in and work with their own accounts.

The 3rd Grade project is TechnoAnimal.  This project is centered on the student’s effort to select and animal of 
their choice.  They then must do research on the animal to learn things about it’s habitat, appearance, what it eats, how 
it raises its young, threats to it and any interesting facts they can discover.  They must collect pictures to support each 
subject, including creating one themselves (using MS Paint) to include in their report.  We use PowerPoint to create a 
presentation on each animal.  They must learn the program so that they can make sure everything is spelled correctly 
and they even add slide transitions and pick their own format for each slide.  We end by having each student share his 
or her presentation with the rest of the class.

The 4th Grade project is TechnoBiz.  The main tool is Microsoft Excel.  The project is to help solve problems 
with a fictitious candy company.  The students learn about taking surveys, entering data into a spreadsheet, making 
predictions, and comparing the predictions against the actual numbers.  They learn to make several different types of 
graphs, including comparison graphs. 

The middle school (5th through 8th grade) curriculum focuses on computer programming (coding).  The goal is to 
challenge the students in an area that should nurture their problem-solving skills, logic and creativity.  The kids are 
exposed to the following learning opportunities (useful, no matter what are their life goals):
•	 Math concepts such as variables and conditions
•	 Logic such as sequencing as well as cause and effect
•	 Techniques for solving problems
•	 Project design such as the importance of breaking down big ideas to specific tasks
•	 Benefits of collaboration and techniques for communicating ideas
•	 Perseverance in the face of difficulty

The 5th and 6th grade learn with a visual programming language called Blockly.  It is used on the coding website 
code.org. The students work on a series of ‘puzzles’ they must solve reinforcing the current programming topic.  The 
puzzles are designed around current popular entertainment areas.  They learn sequencing by programming a character 
to navigate a maze to reach a goal, or learning conditional programming by moving a character around the farm to dig 
and harvest.  Eventually they will produce a project of their own.

The 7th and 8th grade are using a text based programming language developed by processing.org.  The language 
is designed to promote the visual arts, so the kids can create art while learning to code.  They start by learning to 
put together a series of commands to produce a picture.  They then learn to change the code to form a function that 
produces the image any where on the screen.  This leads to the ability to use loops to create animation with the image.  
The goal, as with the 5th and 6th grade, is to design and produce his or her own project.

The 7th and 8th grade will also explore basic electronics along with learning how to code.  Arduino, a European 
electronics firm, developed a basic microcomputer that can be programmed.  The idea is to create basic circuits, like 
a series of light emitting diodes (LEDs), and then connecting it to the microcomputer, create a program that controls 
LEDs (circuit).  The circuit building adds another layer to the students chance to problem solve a task and then 
complete it by writing code.  The curriculum material and supplies are provided to Torah Academy from CIJE.

The 8th grade has an additional major project.  Each class (boys and girls) produces the school’s yearbook.  The 
students must produce their own personal page (selecting appropriate elements and pictures and style).  They also 
worked together to design and create the book’s cover, their fun pages and other elements of the book.
Most importantly, the kids use the computer and their skills to complete class assignments.

Classroom Close-up (Continued)
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continued on page 7

the View from the Classroom
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Have you seen our new friend, Mr. Snowy the 

snowman? He’s a warm snowman that has been adding so 
much to our classroom this week. We had enough of winter, 
so next week we go into hibernation! 

Good Shabbos. 
Mrs. Basheva Weinberg, Miss Malka Prero, & Mrs. 

Rotkin 
Torah Tot Three Year Olds 
Our trip to Kosher Spot was so much fun!!! The 

children learned so much from the hands-on experience and 
had HUGE smiles the whole time. 

Mrs. Bodner, Mrs. Siegel, & Miss Hudi Silverberg
We had such a fun week learning all about winter!  The 

children had so much fun making snow that we played with 
in our classroom! We loved dressing our friends for the 
snow! We made sure to remember all our snow gear so that 
they aren’t cold. We even made yummy snowmen that we 
could eat made out of marshmallows and candy! 

Mrs. Danelich, Mrs. Brand, Mrs. Chodos, & Miss 
Yocheved Silverberg

Pre-Kindergarten
Wow! We made our very own Siddur that we can use 

for the letter samech, . We use it every day!
The letter  taught us about   .
Greet everyone you meet with a pleasant face —A 

SMILE!
We know the Sh’vas Haminim so well for Tu 

B’Shevat!
Our bird feeders for Parshas B’shalach willgo outside 

before Shabbos this week—to say thank you to the birds. 
Our Pre-K children know why!

The beautiful tambourines we made for Shabbos 
Shira remind us how Miriam and the women and Moshe 
Rabeinu and the men sang a special shira (song) to HaShem 
thanking Him for saving them from the Mitzriyim.

We had fun acting out Krias Yam Suf!
Have a wonderful Shabbos! 
Mrs. Heisler, Mrs. Skapino, & Mrs. Avital Weinberg
This week we learned about reptiles! We learned about 

amphibians that live on land and in the water. We learned 
the differences between alligators and crocodiles, and the 
differences between frogs and toads. We also learned about 
geckos and had Echo the Gecko as a guest in our classroom 
that day!

Mrs. Saad & Mrs. Rose, & Mrs. Grant
Kindergarten
A dramatic parsha with many miracles… Tu B’shvat 

(trees, Shivas Haminim and more!)… becoming experts 
with 3 nekudos… finishing our “500 Amen” chart…. What 
a week!!!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Danziger

Kindergarten is using their imagination along with Hot 
Rod in our Superkids lessons. Wow we  can be creative 
thinkers! A special treat this week has been caring for Echo 
the Gecko. We have learned so much about this little lizard 
and how to best care for him. 

Ms. Kittleson & Mrs. Galili
First Grade
What an exciting week in Kitah Aleph! Receiving a 

Chumash is a huge milestone in our lives. Mazel Tov! The 
children have poured in all of their amazing efforts and have 
so much joy in preparing for this day! We are so proud of 
them! May they all be zoche to learn in their Chumashim 
over and over in health and bring their parents and HaShem 
much Nachas. Always remember where your very first 
Chumash came from! First grade is definitely a special place 
to be. We can’t wait to see you at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
January 16, in the school gym! 

Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Borenstein & Mrs. Goldberger
This week in 1A, we met “Super e”—the silent letter at 

the end of words that makes the vowel long. We thank class 
1B for teaching us the “super e” song. In math, we used 
the strategies make ten and add on and adding on from the 
bigger number, even if we turn the number sentence around. 
As we approach the midpoint if the school year, we are 
thinking about our hopes and dreams for our learning during 
the second half of the year!

Mrs. Crystal 
This week the first graders practiced reading and 

spelling long vowel words with the Super E pattern. They 
read about castles in Super Duper Magazine. In math they 
worked on comparing 2-digit numbers using the < = > 
symbols. In social studies they learned about the importance 
of saving money.

Mrs. Singer 

TT3A shopping for 
Shabbos at Kosher Spot!
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continued on page 8

Mid-Winter Break is approaching; the dates are Sunday, January 23rd 
through Sunday, January 30th. We look forward to everyone enjoying the 
well deserved time off. We expect that students will all be in school on 

through Friday, January 21st and return on Monday, January 31st. 
We appreciate your partnership and cooperation!

Second Grade
Bh we had an amazing week! We had a kisiva test and 

did fantabulous! We learned a new Chumash rule and song! 
We learned the importance of making mistakes and learning 
from them ;-) !

Miss H. Prero
This week we learned that Avrom’s name was changed 

to Avraham. Ask your son what the “hay” stands for?
Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Y.E. Mandelbaum
This week the second graders practiced reading and 

spelling words with silent consonants. They read an article 
in Super Magazine about the amazing monarch butterfly 
migration. In math they worked on solving real-world math 
problems involving measurement. In social studies they 
learned about human, capital, and natural resources.

Mrs. Singer & Mrs. Lang
Third Grade
Mazel Tov. What a creative bunch! We had so much 

fun at our siyum. We painted a well. The girls did such a 
great job. Look at the pictures that are in the Kolenu!

Mrs. Prero
This week the third graders learned about the treaty 

between Yitzchok and Avimelech. We have been spending a 
lot of time trying to finish up the brochos booklet. 

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
This week, the third graders read about wild weather 

and learned about the different kinds of clouds. We 
experimented with friction in science, and went further 
in our multiplication learning. I am so pleased with the 
students’ efforts in learning their multiplication facts!

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
The fourth grade girls have been doing an amazing job 

in Chumash. They have become so fluent in reading the 
p’sukim and translating them and even figuring out Rashi’s 
questions. How do you learn for the p’sukim that Potifar 
didn’t really believe his wife when she told him that Yosef 
wanted to marry her? Ask a 4th grader! Have a wonderful 
shabbos!

Mrs. Idstein
This week we learned a lesson about Tu B’Shevat. In 

the deep cold of winter, the sap in the tree begins to rise, 
preparing the trees for spring.

Rabbi Waxman

This week we learned about prime and composite 
numbers. We enjoyed going through the numbers 1 to 100 
to figure out which number is which. We also learned about 
multiples and common multiples. 

Have a good Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron
The 4th grade girls this week increased their vocabulary 

by adding prefixes to root words. They were given Latin 
and Greek origin prefixes and suffixes. They were asked 
to define the new words and write the meaning. They did a 
wonderful job. Have a good Shabbos.

Mrs. Karako
In 4B Math, students have continued concentrating 

on problem-solving strategies used in real-world problems 
that involve what we’ve learned about all four operations 
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division (...
including revisiting the concept of using “bar-models” to 
illustrate and illuminate the problems). This has proven a 
bit more challenging for students than expected, and we’re 
working on finding different strategies to better understand 
“what” is being asked, and “how” to solve these problems.

Mr. Usem
It was another productive week in 4B. On Monday, we 

prepared for our states test. The test will be on Monday. 
In Language Arts, we learned about future tense verbs and 
author’s purpose. One question to ask your child is: How 
can I help you get ready for your states test? 

Mrs. Hechtman

The two year olds became snow people 
as part of their unit on Winter.
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Fifth Grade
We finished Shiras Devora just in time for Parshas 

Beshalach! Take a look at this week’s haftorah! We also 
introduced the next shofet, Gidon. Whose conversation 
was Gidon’s similar to? In Beyur Tefilla , we discussed 
how Hashem is fair. What’s the difference between fair and 
equal?

Have a great Shabbos!
Mrs. Lichtman
This week, we learned that in order to become a 

“Ganiv,” just looking at something, even touching, does not 
make someone a “Ganiv.” One needs to make a “kinyon.” 
(There goes the saying “Every second you touch it, you’re a 
ganiv.”☺)

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Mandelbaum
We’re really moving in Fifth Grade, with adding 

and subtracting mixed numbers in Math, finishing up 
our foldable in Science, continuing the Revolutionary 
War (Granny Gates! Benedict Arnold!) in Social Studies, 
and completing our Persuasive Essays - not to mention 
beginning our Revolutionary War Letters! With a visit to 
Denmark, new secrets revealed in “The Great Chocolate 
Chase”, our first Revolutionary War video and ABC 
projects, it’s been a packed week. Have a wonderful 
Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
This week, the 5th grade boys had a packed week 

of learning. They used dictionaries to define words with 
prefixes. They learned and were able to identify the 
thousandths place in math as well as order and round 
decimals. We learned about the force of gravity and how 
it pulls things down to earth. Lastly they learned more 
about George Washington and why he was the leader of the 
Continental Army. Have a good Shabbos.

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
Roeh vs Navi, Seer vs Speaker, what is the difference 

between the two? Why is it changing now? Why did the 
ne’oros give Shaul and his na’ar such a long answer? Ask 
us, we know! 

Cooking together + smiles and a great attitude = An 
amazing Shabbos! 

Looking forward to a wonderful Shabbos together!
Mrs. Botnick
Matan Torah has finally arrived!! We had a great time 

decorating our Har Sinai and acting out the pesukim! Ask 
your 6th grader what a Chosson and Kallah have to do 
with our pesukim, or about John Smith the general! In 
Lamed Tes Melachos we learned the Melocha oh tzovaiah 
(Dyeing). We also watched a really interesting video that 
went through all the steps of weaving - starting from 
shearing the sheep! 

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss C.T. Pam

continued on page 9

The third grade girls worked on creating 
their family trees.

Making a “Shehakol Snowman” in Kindergarten 
with all shehakol accessories!

Pre-K
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continued on page 10

This week we’ll take a break
From explaining the Gemara
We’ve been learning Parshas Beshalach
And it’s time for some Chazara

We begin this week’s Parsha, 
From Mitzrayim we were sent
Not through Eretz Plishtim
But towards the Yam Suf we went

We were led by a cloud pillar
And a fire one for light
This way we could travel
Both by day and by night

HaShem said turn back
Bnei Yisroel did not complain
“Ein lanu ela divrei Ben Amram”
Therefore “Vaya’asu chein”

And then Paroh heard
That the Nation was not returning
“What have we done?!” he cried
Boy, was his anger burning!

And so to bring us back
He led his people on a chase
Caught up to us in no time
Moving at a very quick pace

Bnei Yisroel saw
The Mitzriyim right behind
With sea looming before them
They were really in a bind

They turned their upward
“Tafsu umnus Avosam”
And cried out to HaShem
From Him salvation will come

“Moshe, take your staff”
Came HaShem’s command
“Raise it high over the sea
And stretch out your hand”

“The waters, they will split
Lead my people through
The Mitzriyim will try to follow
You will see what I will do”

We walked into the sea
Walls of water on left and right
Enjoying Hashem’s protection
Throughout that fateful night

The Mitzri soldiers ran right in
And the sea began to churn
“If you start up with My Nation,
This is the lesson you must learn!”

We finally emerged
Our masters washed up on shore
We knew that this was the end
We would not see them anymore

Moshe led our People
In singing Az Yashir
HaShem, we praise and thank You
For the miracles You did here

We sing about the Mitzriyim
How they were tossed up and down
Like lead, stone, and straw
The three ways they did drown

We will build for Him a Mikdash
To glorify His Name
And when we do HaShem’s will
His “Two Hands” are both the same

And all the nations heard
When their water did part
Terror gripped the Plishtim
And fear filled all their hearts

We pray HaShem will bring us
Back to Har HaMor
And the world will come to accept
His Kingship forevermore

Then Miriam HaNeviah
Called the women to come along
“Shiru LaShem Ki Ga’oh Ga’ah”
Together we’ll sing this song

Moshe had to convince them 
To pick up and move away
For the spoils of the Mitzriyim
Many wanted to stay

Then they arrived in Marah
Where the water wasn’t sweet
A tefilla and a bitter branch
Now to drink is such a treat

We cannot leave out the mitzvos
That we received at Marah
Our holy Shabbos and Dinim
And of course the Red Parah

Upon their arrival in Eilim
They saw springs of water, twelve
And seventy date trees
For all to help themselves

Now a month after leaving 
Bnei Yisroel ran out of bread
“Why did you take us out?
To our deaths you have led!”

HaShem tells Moshe
“I have heard the people complain
Tomorrow they will see
Heavenly bread will come like rain”

They will gather it each day
In the early hours of morning
Don’t leave it overnight
Make sure they get the warning

And on day six they will see
A double portion will descend
For the next day will be Shabbos
There will be no Mann to send

They should not go out
They should rest hand and foot
All of Bnei Yisroel
In their Machaneh should stay put

Of course Dassan and Aviram
Tried to start a fight
But the birds came and ate their Mann
In the middle of the night

They traveled more in the desert
Their throats have again gone dry
“Did you take us from Mitzrayim
‘L’hamis osi banai, mkinai?!’”

Moshe heard their complaint
And cried out to HaShem
“A bit more and they’ll stone me
What shall I do for them?”

And so Moshe was told
Have the elders gather ‘round
And take your stick and strike
A stone that’s on the ground

And then before their eyes
Water will begin to flow
And that HaShem is always with them
They will surely know
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But Amaleik came and waged war
The first to pick a fight
And now the world questions
Bnei Yisroel’s might

When were they successful?
When Moshe’s hands were raised
If the people gave their hearts for HaShem
As heavenward they gazed

But the Amaleik war continues
Until the Name will be restored
HaShem has vowed that it will be that way
Milchama “Midor dor”

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman

This week the 6th grade began our citizenship and 
government unit. We chose positions we supported and 
thought of ways to defend and disprove them. We also 
learned new vocabulary and played charades to practice.

Mr. Karlins
Last week we completed the Math and Science finals. 

Final grades are being entered into ParentLocker.
We began a new subject in science. We will cover 

thermal energy and heat transfer. The material will cover 
both theory and mathematical calculations as applied to 
problems.

We will continue to work on number theory and 
working with decimals, fractions, and applications to 
solving equations.

Parents and students should expect an increase in 
the difficulty of subject matter and increased homework. 
Parents and students should expect the pace and rigor to 
increase in both classes in the second semester.

Mr. Mersereau
Seventh Grade
Why would someone have to bring a korban if they 

only made a mistake?
Who was the man who did an aveira lishmah and why 

did he do it?
There was great learning and great reviewing on these 

two topics in Chumash!
Mrs. Engelson
We had a fabulous week! We learned the importance 

of keeping our word! How Hashem is with us in every 
situation. We also went on a surprise sledding trip! I am so 
proud of all the girls hard work!!

Miss Hendel Prero
Eighth Grade
Our BeuirTefillah scrapbooks are filling up as we travel 

through Shmone Esrei!! There are so many thoughts to keep 
in mind for each bracha!

Mrs. Greenberg

Do you know how big Eretz Yisroel is today? Do you 
know how big it will be when Moshiach comes? Ask an 8th 
grader. In parsha the girls have been doing an amazing job 
at filling out their sheets. What did Moshe put on the sea 
in order to split it? Ask an 8th grader!! Have a wonderful 
Shabbos!

Mrs. Idstein
The eighth graders have really been “learning up” the 

sugya! We have seen a lot of the Tosafos on the sugya and 
discussed many questions which the meforshim bring up.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
This week, 7th graders learned about the causes of the 

Civil War. They learned about how events like the Missouri 
Compromise and Nat Turner’s Rebellion led to increasing 
tension between the north and south. 8th graders learned 
about Asia. They learned about climate regions in Asia and 
how they affect human settlement. 

Ms. Berg
MS Language Arts
Seventh graders shared their short stories and reviewed 

point of view. One question to ask your 7th grader is: 
What are the three types of point of view? Eighth graders 
researched, outlined and started the rough draft of their 
compare and contrast essay. One question to ask your 
8th grader is: How does context clues help improve your 
vocabulary?  

Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
In 7th Grade Math students this week are learning 

about rates, unit rates, and unit costs. They are finding that 
this is very helpful in deciding which is the “best buy” on 
various offers and promotions. It is a skill that will benefit 
them throughout their lives. Next we’ll be moving on to 
studying proportions.  In 8th Grade Math students this 
week have been looking at mathematical expressions, and 
have worked on moving between written words describing 
the expressions, and the math expressions themselves. 
Next we’ll work on combining like terms to simplify and 
evaluate those expressions.

Mr. Usem
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The ½ way mark is quickly approaching, next week, 
Wednesday, January 19th. Encourage your child to attain ½ 
of their goal before this coming Wednesday and receive an 
incentive.

Hint of the week
As we just finished the 10 Makos over the last two weeks of 
Parshas Hashevua, have your child study and be tested on 
the 10 makos found on page 12.

Yedios Keloliyos Songs
If you would like a USB Flash Drive with 16 songs of some of 
the Yedios Keloliyos, please send in $3 to Rabbi Prero. 
Any questions, please call Rabbi Prero.

 

7G went 
sledding at 

Oak Hill Park



Middos Moment
With Efrat & Efraim

Midda #4 – Ayin Tova/A Good Eye
Week #1 Judging other People Favorably!

Definition of Judging other People Favorably - is to be creative in thinking 
up possible explanations of the defendant’s actions to minimize his culpability 

(blame) as much as possible.
Discussions for Week #1*
*It is understood that these discussions will vary from class to class depending on the student’s age and level of understanding.

• Why is it important to judge people favorably?
• Why is it challenging to judge other people favorably?
• What are things we can think of to help ourselves judge people favorably?
• Does “judging other people favorably” mean we can’t take precautions because of 
people who are suspicious? Why?  
• The Mishna in Pirkei Avos warns us not to judge others until we “reach their place.” 
How does this apply to judging people favorably?
• We are asked to judge others favorably. Is it important to judge “yourself” favorably 
too? Why or why not?
• Are there times when one is not supposed to judge another person favorably? When 
could they be?
• How can you apply judging people favorably in school? (Two different scenarios) 

Classroom Discussions
1A- Kitah Alef enjoyed discussing the good middah of an Ayin Tova. They enjoyed the story and liked coming 
up with ways they could be “Dan l’kaf zechus” in different situations.
2B/5B- One always has to remember that you only know half of the story
2G- When we someone doing something wrong, we will try to give a reason why they should be doing it.
3G- You have to know both sides of the story before you react
4B- How many times do we assume that someone erred- but no! We erred by assuming!
5G- A way to help us judge people favorably,  is to think about how we want others to judge us.
6B- We understand that we are not perfect, but would want others to give us the benefit of the doubt.
When someone is confident about their abilities, it is easier not to be so quick to judge others.
7B-To help you judge people favorably - Try to imagine that you are that person and think of all the possible 
reasons you would behave that way! – Meir Galili
7G- The more we practice judging people favorably, the easier it will be in challenging situations.


