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See you
7:30 pm
Tuesday
night!

Book
your
babysitter
NOW!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RELAXING AND FESTIVE

CHANUKAH EVENING OUT!
T U E S D AY N I G H T • D E C E M B E R 4 T H
7:30 P M • AT T O R A H A C A D E M Y
Chanukah refreshments & games
Special show from entertainer Avi Frier
http://eventertainment.biz/

Dress for the weather!

Children should come to school with warm coats, gloves or mittens, hats, snow pants, and boots so they can enjoy recess.
We send the children outside whenever possible as long as the temperature is not too extreme!

Important Dates

Friday, Nov. 30: Dismissal at 1:30 pm/ Enrichment until 2:15 pm/ NO BUS
Sunday, Dec. 2: Father-Son Chanukah Learning 8:15-11:45 am
Tuesday, Dec. 4: 7:30 pm - Staff & Parents’ Chanukah Evening Out! Live entertainment with Avi Frier!
Thursday, Dec. 6 - Sunday, Dec. 9: No School over Shabbos Chanukah
Monday, Dec. 10: Classes resume
Tuesday, Dec. 18: Fast of Tenth of Teves
1:50 pm Mincha
2:30 pm Dismissal for 6-8

Thank you for supporting
Torah Academy!

2800 Joppa Avenue South · St. Louis Park, MN 55416
Telephone [952] 920-6630 · Fax [952] 922-7844 · office@torahacademymn.org
A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation
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A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

This week’s parsha details the many crises and
hardships that Yoseph endures prior to his appointment
as Viceroy of Egypt. Falsely accused and cast into jail,
Yoseph finds himself incarcerated with two officers of
King Pharaoh who were sentenced for their own crimes.
The Chief Butler and Chief Baker each has a vivid dream
and turns to Yoseph to decipher it. The Torah recounts
Yoseph’s interpretations of those dreams, which then come
to fruition. The butler fares far better with his dream than
does the baker. While the baker is put to death, the butler
is returned to his former position. Upon his reappointment,
Yoseph asks the Chief Butler to mention his own plight to
Pharaoh, in the hope that the butler’s intercession might
result in Yoseph’s release from prison. The Torah records
(Chapter 40, Verse 23): “And the Chief Butler did not
remember Yoseph (to Pharaoh) and he forgot him.” The
Talmud comments that Yoseph was punished from Above
for putting his trust in the butler. He was to remain in prison
two more years.
It is most difficult to comprehend the nature of
Yoseph’s error. A fundamental principle of Jewish conduct
is the use of appropriate, natural means to pursue one’s
objective. It was only natural for Yoseph to make an ally
of the butler to secure his freedom. The Rabbis comment:
True, Yoseph acted correctly in securing the butler’s
assistance. However, Yoseph was not justified in putting
his trust and faith in him. Although the world appears to
operate according to “teva” (nature), with events appearing
to flow naturally, we believe that all that transpires is a

Mr. Cleary’s Corner
Last week, Rabbi Idstein and I had the opportunity
to present to the teaching staff two effective ways to
present a lesson. At Torah Academy, we are striving
to deliver quality instruction that is student centered. I
believe in research-based methods, and both methods
I presented are indeed researche-based. The following
is one example of how teachers might deliver a lesson,
based on a learning target at Torah Academy.
When educational researcher Dr. Robert Marzano
conducted his research on the effectiveness of different
teaching strategies, explicit teaching came out on top.
There are several different ways to describe explicit
teaching, but I like the “I Do, We Do, You Do” model.
It is a simple and catchy way to convey the essence of
explicit instruction.
• The first phase of a classroom lesson begins
with the instructor telling students what they will
need to know and demonstrating to them how to
do the things that will be later asked of them. Most
people are familiar with this stage of learning. The
teacher is at the front of the room delivering the

2

News and Views of Torah Academy
November 30, 2018
product of HaShem’s direct intervention. The growth of
every, individual seed is because HaShem so wills it. It is
the force from Above that gives life to that seed each and
every day, because HaShem has determined that man’s
effort should be crowned with success. Yoseph, great and
noble, whose every decision emanated from his supreme
faith and trust in HaShem, misplaced that trust and faith
this one time, imagining that the butler could indeed be the
source of his salvation.
The nature of the Chanukah miracles is a reinforcement
of this all-important tenet of our faith. Living amidst the
day-to-day events of today’s day and age mandates us to
understand that we have no alternative other than to live by
this principle. If we truly appreciated and understood that
all our good fortune and blessings are from the One Above,
how much more meaningful and personal our relationship
with HaShem would be.
I would be in remiss if I did not mention the loss,
this past week, of Reb Avrohom Chaim Levin zt”l who
was so instrumental in making Torah Academy what it is
today. It was said at his levaya that he epitomized simcha
and optimism and built Torah with these attributes. These
characteristics are also predicated on the above mentioned
as happiness and sanguinity are functions of total trust in
HaShem and all that He does is for the good.
May Chanukah illuminate the world with its brilliant
light of clarity, and may we all merit the discernment that
will make this precept a larger part of our lives!
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

content. It is a powerful and effective part of the
learning process. Some examples of these strategies
are informing, explaining, modeling, and providing
examples.
• The second phase of this method is the We Do.
This is exactly what it sounds like; doing the work
together. The teacher works with the students and the
students work with each other. By working together,
a teacher can help students use the steps necessary
to complete the task. However, it is not the teacher
doing the work; it is the students working, with the
teacher guiding them. This is a powerful time when
students can learn from other students or the teacher.
• The final phase of a lesson needs to involve
students practicing what has been introduced on
their own. This practice allows students to achieve
mastery over the objective or learning target. This
is also a perfect time for teachers to wander around
the room and check the level of understanding in
the class. Feedback can still be given during this
time, and eventually, some sort of assessment will be
given.

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

We start our day with a big good morning! Boker Tov, Yilados! Boker Tov, Morah! Come join us in a day of the third
grade girls!
Kolenu
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subtraction, counting down the days until Chanuka!
On to Beuir Tefillah—We began the year learning “who” HaShem is and what He does for us, where He does it, how
He does it, and why He does it. We also know that when we daven to HaShem the ‘phone’ is never busy. It’s ok if
Grade
Studies
HaShem tells us no; because weMrs.
knowPrero~3rd
it is really for our
good. InGirls~Judaic
3rd grade, we slowly
introduce new parts of the
davening for the girls to learn. We are currently half way through learning Shmoneh Esrei! We learn how to read and
understand what we are saying. Each one of us is a member of the 3G Tefilla Club!!!
We spend a few minutes each day writing in our machberet. We write two things that happened that filled up our
bucket and made us happy and two “Thank you, HaShem” for something He gives us. In this way, the girls have a daily
reminder to focus on all the positive things we have!
Following the writing, we do our Kriah and Kriah Prati (reading one-on-one with each student). In conjunction with
our Kriah, we have a Kriah reading workbook which is something we enjoy working with at the end of the day.
Chumash is the most fun part of the day! Mrs. Prero will act out the storyline while teaching the challenging words
from the pesukim. We are gaining so much knowledge in our Chumash skills:
 מילם,  שרשים,  על מי או על מה נאמר,  מי אמר אל מי,prefixes, suffixes, and dissecting words are all part of our lessons. Life
lessons are a very important part of our Chumash learning as well. The excitement continues as we have already begun
learning Rashi inside our Chumash! The girls know that we can’t learn Chumash without Rashi! Rashi helps answer all
our questions that we have in Chumash. Thank you, Rashi!
I don’t want to leave out recess and snack!! During snack time we all share Hashgacha Pratis stories. Such nachas! On
Thursday, we have library.
Mastering our third grade list of shorashim and milim is another large learning target of ours. B”H, the girls are
becoming real masters!
Project Derech is being taught by Rabbi Idstein every other Monday. The girls are so excited and I see the lessons
learned being brought out in class.
This year the third grade girls are using a new Ivrit book. The girls read the stories aloud, translate them, and review
the stories with questions and other activities.
Yahadus—it’s that time again! Every Rosh Chodesh, we begin by learning what the month represents and what
holiday is in that month. In conjunction with this, we make a Rosh Chodesh bulletin board in our classroom. Over the
course of the year, we review all the halachos of the Yomim Tovim as well as other halachos. We learn through packets,
projects, songs, and games. The girls absolutely love when Yom Tov comes around!
We have a weekly quiz on shoroshim and approximately 15 milim (words).
The girls are given the words on Monday, and they write them down with the translation on ringed cards. We then
check them over with our friends to make sure that our answers are correct. This is also a great review for those who
know their words and another opportunity to learn them for those who still need it. During the week, we will do additional
review through games, activities, and a pre-test. The quiz is given on Friday.
Parshas Hashavua is a highlight of the week! We sing through the Tanach and scream out the name of the week’s
parsha. We then learn about the parsha via questions as well as a PowerPoint presentations. We review the questions for
our weekly quiz. There is a Dvar Torah that is shared in the classroom and is to be repeated at the Shabbos table. The quiz
is given on Monday.
Bucket Time!! Ask any third grader how to fill a bucket. What is a bucket? A bucket is like a neshama. It can get
filled with good feelings and emptied with bad feelings. We also can fill our buckets by making others feel good. Every
week, we discuss different social ideas to enhance our knowledge of Ahavas Yisroel. Do you know what IS contagious
and allowed in Torah Academy? The third grade girls did an experiment to see if this disease was really contagious....the
disease was contagious and the disease was a SMILE! Smiles are contagious. Try it out!
All in all, 3rd grade is filled with active participation, fun, and most importantly—great learning! I feel so privileged
to teach these fine young ladies.

Classroom close-up
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The 1/4 way mark is two weeks away, Friday December 14th. In order to keep
the students at an even pace and not push off being tested until the very end,
we are rewarding the students with 1/4 of the way incentives. All students who
have attained 1/4 of their goal on or before December 14th will receive an
incentive.
Hint of the week
After you have mapped out with your child what they want to study to attain their
goal, have them alternate between an easier Yedia and a more difficult one.
This will alleviate the need to study all the difficult Yedios at one time.

Dear Parents,

We would like to remind you before your family finalizes their plans....
The mid-winter break dates are
Thursday, January 17th through Sunday, January 27th.
This is a total of 11 full days! The break is scheduled to begin after school on
Wednesday to enable people to travel to far away destinations before Shabbos. School
starts again on Monday morning to enable everyone to travel back on Sunday. We
respectfully ask and encourage all families not to take extra time off from school on
either end of the vacation. In this way, while planning a valuable and fun-filled vacation
for your family, you have also transmitted the all-important life lesson of the value we
place on education.
As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.

Rabbi Idstein and Mr. Cleary
Please label ALL your children’s clothing.
Sweatshirts, hats, snow pants, boots, gloves, coats, etc.
It’s so sad when we can’t return lost items!
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Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Yechezkel and
Tzipora Greenberg on the bar mitzvah of their
son Avromi. May they see much nachas from all
their children.
Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Levi and
Elesheva Botnick on their son Shimon. Mazel
Tov to grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Daniel and Perri
Kutoff and great-grandmother Mrs. Bertha Kutoff.
Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Nissan and Shira
Delmoor on the birth of a baby girl, Avigail Henna.
Mazel Tov to grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Tom and
Ramie Koffler Delmoor.
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Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Shlomo Zalman
and Miki Spar on their marriage. May they be
zocheh to build a bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel.
Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Eliezer and Lesli
Ginsberg on the birth of a son. Mazel Tov to
grandparents Rabbi and Mrs. Binyomin and
Raffi Ginsberg.
Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Avrohom Akiva
and Talya Prero on the birth of their daughter, Ettel
Menucha. Mazel Tov to grandparents Rabbi and
Mrs. Yerucham Prero and great-grandparents Mrs.
Susan Prero and Rabbi and Mrs. David and Marcia
Eisenbach.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or the details are wrong!
To share news with the editor please call 952-285-8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Project DERECH Raffle Winners
Hillel Roberts
Yair Yardley
Shmuel Tzvi Prero
Chezky Silverberg

Chanukah Menorah Reminder!
Some of the Menorah projects
made in class may be made of wood.
Care should be taken when
lighting them and they should be
watched to avoid any fires when the
candles burn down to the bottom.

Chanukah Gifts for Teachers--Time is running out!

Dear Parents,
As Chanukah is right around the corner, it is the time of the year when many take the opportunity to show their
Hakaras Hatov (appreciation) to our Rabbeim, Moros, and teachers. Their contribution to our children’s education and
growth is invaluable and, as the beneficiaries of their efforts, this is an opportune time to recognize them.
On behalf of the parents, students, and the school, we will be collecting a SUGGESTED amount of—
$25 per child in Torah Tots and Kindergarten
$25 per child in grades 1 through 5
$30 per child in grades 6 through 8
We ask that you send the money to the school office no later than Friday, November 30th, as Chanuka
begins on the night of December 2nd. We will arrange the gift and a card, to be given some time during the
week of Chanukah, and we hope that this will be a convenience for our parent body as well.
If your child receives support through ICE, Sha’arim, Mrs. Bernstein, Mrs. Bodner, Mrs. Frishman,
Mrs. Hechtman, Mrs. Karako, Mrs. Kaufman, Mrs. Mandelbaum, Rabbi Smith, Dr. Thorne, Rabbi Waxman, or Mrs. Wexler,
please send a separate check or mark in the memo if you would like to add a specific amount for them as well.
As always, we appreciate and value your partnership!
With best wishes for a “lichtegen” Chanukah,
Rabbi Pinchus Idstein, Menahel

Our condolences to our security director, Andy, on the loss of his mother.

For Boys Grades 4 through 8

S ! Pre-Chanuka
I
TH DAY
Sunday
Morning
N
SU
Father & Son

Learning Program!

Join your son for davening, breakfast, and a Chanuka -related
Shiur! (Zaidies are welcome too!) given by his rebbe!

TIME
DATE

24 Kislev, December 2nd, 2018
@ Torah Academy

PLEASE
NOTE

Davening at 8:15,
followed by
breakfast and the
Shiur at 9:15 AM
until 10:15
(4th graders need not
attend davening and they
& their parents may join
us at 9:15 if they prefer)

Regular classes will continue after the program!
Pickup will be at 11:45 AM
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 No smaller than 8.
er-board
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ceramic, metal etc.
at, and creative!
 Must be original, ne
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 One entry per stud
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Drawings should be Visual Representations of any verse in




HaNeiros Hallalu or
Maoz Tzur!

Open to All Students Grades 1 through 8

$25
PRIME DELI
GIFT CARD
TO THE
WINNERS!

ue
d
ies DAY!
r
t
En NES
D
WE

STORIES OF COURAGE & FAITH!
Chanukah is a YomTov predicated on Courage &
Faith. Share a personal story about a family
member or friend who showed courage and/or
faith! The winners will be determined by the
structure of their essay, grammar, and the theme
(shows courage and faith).

THREE Grand Prize winners will a
Prime Deli Gift Card for $25!
Limit – 500 Words
Essay due to your Language Arts teacher on
Wednesday, December 5th!

Join the 8th grade as
they make your Chanukah

“POP”

Tuesday,
December 4
SO GOOD!
Delicious!
YUM!

Sold at
lunchtime
for Kindergarten8th Grade

$1 per
bag

Tuesday, Dec. 4
7:30 p.m.

Chanukah Evening Out

in each classroom!

TT 3 year-olds
Chanukah Programs
Monday, Dec. 3
12 Noon

Wednesday morning, Dec. 5
School-wide Program
for Students

Parents & Staff!!!

Chanukah Program
Wednesday, Dec. 5
1:30 p.m.

Kindergarten

Chanukah at

Chanukah Program
Tuesday, Dec. 4
12:00 Noon

Torah Academy

Sunday, Dec. 2
8:15 a.m. Shacharis

Learning 9:15 a.m.

Father-Son

TT 2 year-olds

Dec. 6-9
No Classes

Shabbos Chanukah

Celebrate at home...

Chanukah Program
Monday, Dec. 10
9 a.m.

Pre-Kindergarten

Chanukah Program
Monday, Dec. 10
10:30 a.m.

5-8 Girls G.O.
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You can sponsor Rosh Chodesh treats for the month of Teves
in honor of a simcha or
Now for
in memory of a loved one for a
teachers, too!
sponsorship fee of $36.
Contact the Torah Academy Parents Connection Group
at parentsoftamn@gmail.com.

The View from the Classroom
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Chanukah is here, hurray! We can’t wait to “light”
our own menorah each night! Ask us how many candles
we light on Chanukah, how to spin like a dreidel, and how
to jump like a latka.... We can even hide the little Shemen
Zayis. Looking forward to seeing all our Mommy’s at our
Mommy & Me Chanukah show. Come join us for some
songs, treats, and fun activities on Tuesday, Dec. 4th @ 12
noon!
Chanukah Sameach!
Mrs. B. Weinberg & Mrs. Rotkin
Torah Tot Three Year Olds
Nun, gimmel, hey, shin. We watch our little dreidels
spin spin spin. We made REAL menorahs and dreidels
too. We are having fun practicing for our mommy and me
sing along next Monday. Goggles at show and share for
letter G and beautiful zahav menorah pictures for zayin...
What more could a little kid ask for... Except for maybe the
amazing story of Yosef and his beautiful coat!
Mrs. Fishman, Mrs. Lynn, & Mrs. Chodos
Chanukah is finally here! Spin those dreidels; get your
menorah out! Where should we put it so everyone can see
the neis!
Zayin () was adorned with beautiful  (gold)
menorahs. We can’t wait to light our very own menorahs!
Gut Shabbos and Freilichin Chanukah!
Mrs. Goldberger, Mrs. Heisler, & Miss B. Weinberg
Pre-Kindergarten
With our hand-made clay menorahs and brachos plaque
and other beautiful projects, we are ready for Chanuka!
Making Chanuka cookies was a highlight from our week.
We are looking forward to visits from the St. Louis Park
police department (date TBA) and fire department (on Dec.
4) for our safety unit.
The children are excited to be able to greet their parents
on Dec. 10th for their Chanuka program.
For Parshas Vayeishev, the children made a K’sones
Pasim and dressed up like Yosef the Tzadik.
Learning the letter  this week for  (ring) lead us
right into the story of Chana and her seven sons. Have a
wonderful Shabbos and a Chanuka Sameach!
Mrs. Heisler & Miss Weiswasser

We started a new big book story unit based on the
Mexican folk tale La Tortuga. We also practiced fire and
personal safety skills, such as learning how to stop, drop
and roll, how to locate an exit in an emergency, and what is
inside a medical kit. The kids loved exploring the first aid
kit, and practiced placing bandages on a baby doll.
Mrs. Wenner
Kindergarten
We’ve been practicing for our Chanukah presentation;
see you on Wednesday, Dec. 5, at 1:30 p.m.
Mrs. C.R. Weinberg, Mrs. Borenstein, Mrs. Smith &
Mrs. Bodner
Kindergarten is learning how to read! With the help of
our Superkids reading series, students are blending sounds
to make words. From these words we are reading phrases
and simple sentences. We couldn’t be more proud of how
hard kindergarten is working.
The Fix-It Shop continues to be a blast. As we wrap up
the shop this week, we look forward to opening a Kinder
Gift Wrapping Shop just in time for Chanukah. In math, we
are practicing writing numerals and science has us exploring
the scientific thinking process.
Ms. Haase, Ms. Kittleson, Miss H. Weinberg, & Miss
H. Prero
continued on page 12
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First Grade
Chanukah is in the air...We spent the most of the week
learning about Chanukah and making a project that we
cannot wait to show you. We also started our introduction
to Chumash using the book l’havin u’lehaskeil. We will use
this book to help us learn Chumash skills. Looking forward
to a week of Chanukah fun!
Have a good shabbos and Chanukah,
Mrs. Herron & Miss E.M. Heisler
This week in Superkids the first graders worked on
reading and spelling words that end in “er” and “ed.” They
learned that the prefix “un” means the opposite. In math,
we continued to work on subtraction. In science, we learned
about living and nonliving things, and the needs of living
things.
Mrs. Singer & Ms. Kittleson
Second Grade
Why did kitah beis form a “huddle” this week? We
learned new shorashim and played a fun ball game to
review them. Can you put the adjective in the correct box?
We learned many differences between the Yehudi/Yivani
army. Mazel Tov upon completing the perek in chumash!
Keep up the good work!
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a freilichen Chanukah!
Miss Mandelbaum & Mrs. C.R.Weinberg

Wow! The second graders are really shteiging! We
are almost at the end of Perek Yud Daled, and we know
all about the war between the kings and Avrohom Avinu!
We even learned who Malki Tzedek really was and the full
name of the city, Shaleim!
Have a good Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman & Rabbi Pam
This week, in Superkids the second graders practiced
reading and spelling words with ow and ou. They read an
article about jobs that require people to stay up all night.
In math, they began a chapter on graphing and data. In
science, they learned how fossils are formed.
Mrs. Singer
Third Grade
See the Classroom Close-Up!
Mrs. Prero
This week the third graders were extremely busy
preparing for Chanukah! From working on our Chanukah
projects, to learning the halachas, and story of Chanukah,
we were very busy. A HUGE mazel tov to the third graders
upon finishing parshas Chayei Sora! May we continue
to learn with excitement and finish many more parshios
continued on page 13
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Rabbi Idstein’s Inspirational
Morning Quotes
•
•
•
•

Smile at everyone, slow down, say thank you, and give someone a compliment today!
You are what you do – not what you say you’ll do!
When nothing goes right – go left!
It’s Monday – don’t forget to be awesome!

together!
Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
The third graders began working in our school
vocabulary curriculum this week. We learned some new
words, identified synonyms and antonyms for the words,
and used them in sentences. We also had fun acting them
out!
Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Mazel Tov to the 4th graders on finishing Parshas
Vayishlach!!
Mrs. Idstein
This week we began Parshas Vayeishev with the
story of Yosef and his brothers. We told a similar story
about classmates who had difficulty in dealing with one
boy in the class. Things escalated until one day…. Our 4th
grade class was in disbelief when hearing this story! Is it
possible for bys to be so cruel? “Is this story true?” Yet,
when we learned the Chumash about Yosef, they all knew
and accepted the story! Why? Ask our students for an
explanation.
Rabbi Waxman
This week in language arts, we are finishing up our
unit in grammar, and are halfway through our “100 Most
Misspelled Words in 4th Grade.” The girls had their first
grammar test, which involved choosing a sentence that had
correct punctuation and capitalization. In social studies,
we are easing into learning about the Declaration of
Independence.
Ms. Blair
In the 4th grade boys class we have been working
hard. Students spent the past week learning about variables
and they learned how to write a math expression using a
variable. In science, we learned that there are two different
types of electrical currents, alternating and direct. We also
learned that some materials are conductors of electrical
energy and some materials are insulators.
Ms. Waring
We took some time exploring the distributive,
commutative and associative properties of multiplication.
We continue to work on our engineering projects to create
an alarm for a fictional farm.
Mrs. Wenner
This week we learned about the southeast region of

the United States. In Language Arts, we had a great time
using our spelling and words of the day to write following
a creative prompt. We also practiced plural and possessive
nouns. One question to ask your son is: what states are in
the southeast region?
Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
“Job well done” to the fifth graders for completing
Perek Gimmel in Parshas Shemos.
We started Shiras Devora, learning it with many
different tunes!
In Yesodei Halashon we discussed that the same words
can have 2 different affects; it all depends on your tone of
voice .
Chanukah is next week! We are learning the minhagim,
halachos, and the lessons we can take out from it.
Have a good Shabbos!
Mrs. Lichtman
This week in Mishna, we learned that even if someone
did you a favor by watching your pet for no charge. The
watchman will still be obligated to pay if the animal does
damage.
Ask your son how it is possible to have a kosher
shechita on an animal but you still can’t eat it!
As Chanukah is approaching, the excitement is in the
air—learning the halachos, making a mirror menorah, and
continued on page 14

Rabbi Yaakov Waxman learning with his class
over the Thanksgiving weekend.
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waiting for the special Father-Son Learning this coming
Sunday.
Rabbi Mandelbaum
It’s been a busy week in Fifth Grade! We’ve been
working hard on our Candy Ads to celebrate finishing the
Candymakers, Simple Machines in Science (how many
machines in your own body?), finding out some strange
stories about colonies (CROATOAN), counting cash for
the office in Math, and enjoying another special reading
session. Visiting Mexico was very interesting, as is our new
Literature book, “The City of Ember” by Jeanne DuPrau.
With new ABC projects and an exciting monthly activity to
look forward to next week, we are looking forward! Have a
wonderful Shabbos.
Mrs. Gross
Sixth Grade
Why were girls trying to say multiple words at once?!
Did it work? We talked politics in class a bit as we learned
how to “campaign.” We just couldn’t turn down the offer
from Hashem after all!
Can one squeeze oranges to make OJ on Shabbos?
What about eating eating a grape? Job well done on the
ENTIRE class (who was present) learning and getting tested
on the 6 mitzvos temidiyos as we learned it in conjunction
with Dibra #1 in Chumash.
Keep up the good work!
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a freilichen Chanukah!
Miss Mandelbaum
This week we worked very hard on understanding what
it means to sell a Kesuba. Who has the bigger Zechus- the
Ba’al or the Isha? Complicated, isn’t it? In Chumash, we
are about to start Az Yashir! Let’s see if we can learn it with
the “Trup”!
Have a good Shabbos!
Rabbi Lichtman
The boys started the first pre-algebra unit of the year —
equations!! One step equations seem pretty easy, tackling
two step and even some multi-step equations is a lot more
challenging. These problems involve more operations and
following the laws of equality. This takes some critical
thinking. It will take a while to master this topic, but the
boys are studying and working hard and homework is never
late!!!
The girls just completed the first BIG test of the year
on the Rational Number System. They did amazingly
well!!! The time and effort put in by everyone paid off with
high marks and some very basic skills learned. Now they
are on to the topic of exponents and variables. This is the
first “taste” of pre-algebra for the students!!
Dr. Thorne
This week in language arts, we are learning about the
different kinds of conflicts in literature. We read a story
where the main character changes throughout the story and
discussed what caused the changes, including the conflicts
the main character faces. In social studies, the girls are
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starting the chapter about the Ojibwe tribe.
Ms. Blair
The girls jumped into their energy unit, exploring how
light reflects, transmits, refracts and absorbs.
The boys explored energy transfers, especially
thee specific properties of thermal energy: conduction,
convection and radiation.
Mrs. Wenner
Seventh Grade
It’s been a week of reviewing, studying, and testing!
The food feeling that a good review can give you is very
special. I’m proud of you all!
Mrs. Engelson
We got to taste the sweetness of good chazara as we
took a test on Chanukah! It’s all abou the number eight...
Keep up the good work!
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a freilichen Chanukah!
Miss Mandelbaum
Eighth Grade
In Chumash, Moshe is scolding Bnai Yisroel for sending
spies. If Bnai Yisroel wouldn’t have sent spies, do you know
how they would have entered Eretz Yisroel? Do you know
what the underlying cause was that caused Bani Yisroel to
send spies and then to believe what they said? Ask an 8th
grade girl!
Mrs. Idstein
The eighth graders have moved on to the next “sugya”
(topic). We have been introduced to some of the thirteen
various ways to “darshen” the Torah, and have experienced
how the gemorah uses them. This week we have started
learning the halachos of Chanukah. I am looking forward
to have the fathers join our class on Sunday morning for a
special Chanukah shiur.
Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
Seventh grade American History students are busy
preparing their speech as a reformer (abolitionist or
suffrage). They each selected a reformer from the late 1800’s
in American, researched their life and on Thursday will
continued on page 15

Kindergarten Take Apart/Fix It Shop
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present their speech as that person. I know that I am looking
forward to seeing their work.
Eighth grade Global Studies are working their way
through Europe. We began with Eastern Europe with
demonstrating how to make a graphic organizer on key
facts from this area. They then created their own questions
to assess their classmates’ knowledge. We are next traveling
to the rest of Europe as the 8th graders take on the role of
travel agents. More to come!
Mrs. Amundson
MS Language Arts
The seventh grade finished their novels and ended the
week with a creative project. The eighth grade started the
novel Phantom Tollbooth. One question to ask your child is:
what is your opinion about the novel you read in class?
Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
In middle school math this week, students in the A
class have been learning about rate and the constant of
proportionality. We used unit rates to see how we could
get the most for our money when grocery shopping. In the
Blended Learning class, students have continued to work on
slope-intercept form and standard form. All students have
been working exceptionally hard this past week.
Ms. Waring
MS Science
This week in science we finished up learning about
solids, liquids, and gases. We will begin working on TAD
talks and students will get to present their information
next week. We also got to see footage from NASA’s rover,
Insight, that touched down on Mars this week! Have a great
Shabbos.
Mrs. Lang
Computers
We continue to practice using the mouse during our 20
minutes session.
The kindergarten this week explored the nature of
pictures on a computer. We took images of classic paintings
and opened them in MS Paint. Using the magnifying glass
tool, we could zoom in and see the detail in the painting.
The students were then challenged to change to painting
any way they choose.
This week the 1st grade had a chance to exercise
their artistic abilities. Using worksheets, we explored the
keyboard. We learned the function of several special keys
and then following directions we colored several keyboards,
coloring each key as directed. This reinforced where on the
keyboard the keys can be found.
Second grade started a new story “My Day in School”.
The exercise in this case again allowed them to modify the
look of the title and by line. This time the students were
illustrators of the their stories. Given different things that
they did in school (according to the story), the learned how
to add pictures to a document in Microsoft Word.
This week 3rd grade continued to do research on their
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chosen animals. Each student chose an animal to work with.
This animal will be the subject of a PowerPoint presentation
that the student will create. First we need to find the
information that will be the basis of the presentation.
The 4th grade will be working with Microsoft Excel.
Examples used in the lessons center around a fictitious
candy company. The students will help the company be
more successful. This week, we found that the candy is not
selling well. The students did a survey to determine which
colors kids like best. The data will be used next week in
Excel.
The fifth and sixth graders continue their work
on coding. Puzzles are a bit more difficult as they add
additional programming techniques. The students must
figure out how to properly use repeat loops that contain
other repeat loops as well as conditionals (do until a
condition is met) to solve the puzzles.
The seventh and eighth graders have added a new
skill to their programming experience. They’ve added new
functionality to their programs. We’ve work with a draw
function that is a continues loop, that allows us to add
animation to our drawings.
Mr. Baldinger

“We do” partnerships in second grade.

3B making a Chanuka project.

Community Events Supplement
Scholarship Deadline is DEC 7

https://www.landsend.com/starboard-scholarship/

WIN A $10,000 LANDS’ END SCHOOL STARBOARD SCHOLARSHIP
We’re now accepting applications! Up to seven scholarships will be awarded to
eligible students in grades 6 – 12 who display exceptional leadership skills and
show a passion for learning and education.
Students must be enrolled in a Lands’ End Preferred School during the 2018-2019
school year. If your school is not a Preferred School, learn how to become one at
https://www.landsend.com/starboard-scholarship/
Limited to just 3,000 applicants. So don’t wait – apply now at the website!
The Lands’ End School Starboard Scholarship acknowledges and rewards students who display exceptional
leadership skills. Why “Starboard”? You probably know it means the right side of a ship, but the term is actually
derived from “steer board,” because early sailing vessels were steered by a paddle on the right side of the
stern. The Lands‘ End Starboard Scholarship recognizes the next generation of young leaders as they steer us
into the future. Students attending Lands’ End Preferred Schools in grades 6 through 12 during the 2018-2019
school year are eligible to apply for one of seven scholarships worth $10,000 for school or college tuition. The
Preferred School whose student is awarded a scholarship may be awarded a $2,500-$5,000 donation by Lands’
End as well as a $500 Lands’ End gift Card.
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Did you Know?

The Kolenu Parsha Page

BS”D

(Facts and Insights into the Parsha that you and the family might not have known – enjoy!)

• Yoseph served Potiphar for one year before being thrown into prison. (Da’as Zekainim)
• The brothers that brought the K’sones Pasim to Yaakov were the children of Bilha and Zilpa.
(Targum Yonasson)
• Chira Ha’adulami was Chiram who lived nearly 1200 years until the days of Shlomo HaMelech.
(Beraishis Rabba)
• Yehoshua was able to cause the sun to stand still in Givon when he told the sun about Yoseph’s
dream that it would bow to him. Yehoshua was a descendent of Yoseph. (Da’as Zekainim)
• Concerning Mehadrin min HaMehadrin, most Ashkenazim follow the Rambam and each family
member adds a candle each night. Most Sefardim follow Tosfos, and only the master of the
house increases each night. (Taz OC 671)

Torah Riddle  Where in davening do we mention the K’sones Pasim?
Answer can be found below the Ayin Tova case!

Ayin Tova - Case #6
Micha has been selling silver for a few years and business was slow. One day, he decided to
liquidate the business and start something new. He found an honest precious metals dealer
who offered him a reasonable amount for his remaining silver and sold him the business.
Several months later, the price of silver doubled and then tripled! Micha realized that he “lost”
a considerable amount of money due to selling his business when he did!
Help Micha have Ayin Tova for his situation. 😊😊
Ayin Tova – Case #5
Miriam wished to order shoes in America for her sister’s upcoming wedding, and have her friend, Nechama, who was going for a brief visit to the States, bring them
back for her. Nechama informed her that she was leaving to the airport at 6:00 pm, and that the shoes should arrive prior to that time. Miriam checked with the
company, who assured her that the shoes would reach Nechama no later than 5:00 pm that day. When 6:00 pm came, Nechama had no choice but to leave, and the
whereabouts of the shoes were left unknown. A distressed Miriam called the company to find out what occurred. They informed her that the shoes had been
delivered at 6:10 pm! She missed having her shoes by ten minutes!
Help Miriam have Ayin Tova for her situation. 😊😊
Possible Suggestions – It was obvious that HaShem didn’t want her to have those shoes. When she called the company and explained the story, they felt bad and
gave her the money back plus a $50 credit! Thanks for your input!

Email suggestions to rpidstein@torahacademymn.org - Children/families who enter will be entered in monthly raffles to win a
prize!

Answers – Torah Riddle – In the teffila at the end of Birchas Kohanim.

