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Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates! Important Dates! Important Dates!

Motzei Shabbos, Nov. 18- NO Basketball 
Sunday, Nov. 19-Board of Directors Election at 5:15 pm
Wednesday, Nov. 22- Teacher In-Service 8-10 am
 Late start for Kgn-8th grade at 10:15 am, 
 No Bus at 4:10 pm
 Regular day for Torah Tots and Pre-K
Thursday, Nov. 23-Sunday, Nov. 26- No School
Monday, Nov. 27-Classes resume at 8 am

PARENTS! Note change to calendar for Wednesday, Nov. 22:
Teachers’ In-Service 8 - 10 am with Late Start for Kgn–8th Grade

10:15 am—Morning Classes will begin for Kgn-8th Grade.
Students may start coming at 10 am. Middle School boys 

should daven at the 8:15 am minyan at shul and girls should daven at home. 
Regular 4:10 pm dismissal. NO BUS!

Torah Tots & Pre-K will have a regular day from 8:00 am-1:00 pm 
with regular aftercare until at least 4:10 pm.

If the schedule change for K-8 gives you a serious challenge with work and child care, 
please contact Mrs. Ebstein at 952-285-8624 ASAP and we will TRY to arrange supervision.

ABC
Projects

in 5G

Save the 
Date!  

Parents’ 
“Chanukah 

Evening Out”

Monday, Dec. 18
7:30-9:00 pm
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

This week’s parsha details the challenges and pain 
of our matriarch Rivka during her difficult pregnancy. 
The Torah tells us, “the children agitated within her and 
she said, ‘if so, why am I,’ and she went to inquire of 
HaShem, and HaShem said to her, ‘two nations are in your 
womb ….’” Sheim ben Noach, communicating the word 
of HaShem, told her that she was to have twins, two great 
nations that will strive and struggle against each other until 
the end of time. It appears from the text that upon hearing 
from the prophet, she was now mollified and at peace after 
her initial distress. The commentaries question, what new 
information did the prophet convey that now provided her 
peace of mind? Was, then, “two nations, forever at odds” a 
source of relief? 

The answer is found in the Medrash. The word used 
in the Torah’s text for agitated is “vayisrotzitzu,” which, 
from the word “ratz,” means to run. The Medrash says that 
when Rivka passed a house of idolatry, her child in utero 
propelled forth, and when she passed a house of study, the 
child again pushed forth. Her great fear and distress was not 

of a physical nature, but rather of a child without identity, 
a child without principle, without belief, forever confused, 
conflicted, and confounded. One moment, the child is an 
idolater, the next moment, he is a scholar. However, when 
the prophet informed Rivka that this was not one child 
alone, internally conflicted, but rather two separate children, 
each one of a different ideological bent, this encouraged 
Rivka to identify her challenges as a mother and plan her 
strategies as how to best deal with the forthcoming birth 
of such diverse and opposite personalities. This in fact did 
calm Rivka.

We all face varying challenges in life. Our greatest 
growth and development is primarily achieved through 
challenge and adversity. These challenges are our stepping 
stones to true personal greatness. However, this can only be 
achieved with an understanding of the nature and dimension 
of the challenge at hand. Only when Rivka understood 
clearly her challenge was she able to find peace of mind and 
spirit. May HaShem give all the siayta d’shmaya to face, 
grow, and overcome!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

STEM at Torah Academy
This week, Torah Academy strengthened its partnership 

with the Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education (CIJE).  
CIJE strives for Jewish day school graduates to be prepared 
to succeed in an ever-changing global society and to reach 
their potentials in their future careers and in life.  Preparing 
students for their future careers is becoming more and more 
of a challenge.  Dell Inc. speculates that as many as 85% of 
the jobs that our current students will get, currently don’t 
exist.  That makes our job at Torah Academy extremely 
difficult.  We can’t even see what we are striving for! CIJE 
is trying to shine some light and help us bridge this gap that 
exists.

Earlier this year, CIJE sent us science kits filled with 
a variety of devices and gadgets for our teachers to utilize.  
They are also sponsoring a new mobile lab which will allow 
our teachers to conduct science more easily within their 
own classroom.  They have also provided each grade with 
a variety of modules that teachers are able to use as stand-
alone lessons or to include them within an already existing 
unit.  Additionally, our middle school students have STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) textbooks 
they are able to use in class.

Not only does CIJE send us wonderful pieces of 
equipment and supplemental curriculum, this week, we had 
a delightful consultant visit us at Torah Academy from the 
CIJE.  Since the beginning of the year, Mrs. Yafa Lamm 
has been working with our Middle School science teachers 

to help us implement more STEM driven lessons.  On 
Monday and Tuesday, she was able to fly in from New York 
and spend time with our teachers and students.  During 
this time, she was able to lead some amazing lessons that 
captivated both students and teachers!  We made glow 
sticks to learn about electricity, we built paper bridges 
to challenge our ability to work together using skills in 
physics (the top group was able to stack 16 books on their 
bridge!) and we found out we had the ability to draw when 
we studied the concept of perspective!

Several teachers and administration were also able to 
sit down with Mrs. Lamm and discuss what we were doing 
in our classes and as a school.  As a consultant, she has 
been in many schools and it was reaffirming to hear the 
many positive things she had to say about Torah Academy.  
She also provided some insightful feedback and ideas on 
how to continue to move STEM to the forefront of our 
school and daily lessons.  We are grateful to CIJE and Mrs. 
Lamm for all they have done for us!  

All subjects at Torah Academy are important, however, 
we want to increase our mastery of skills in math and 
science.  We know these subjects will play a significant 
role in our students’ future schooling and careers.  We are 
striving to find a healthy balance of a “hands-on” approach 
while maintaining high academic rigor within all of our 
classes.  Thanks to CIJE, we have many new resources 
to allow us to implement high level and engaging STEM 
activities at Torah Academy.
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Classroom Close-up
Kindergarten General Studies ~ Ms. Haase and Mrs. Hechtman

We begin each day playing with our friends and davening, and then we start with the president 
of our class leading the children through the Pledge of Allegiance and singing a patriotic song. The 
children do the calendar, write the next number on the number line of days in school, count out an 
amount of money to match the number of days in school so far, and find the time on the clock.

The next activity is reading or math. In reading, we work in our SuperKids Reading Book or do 
Orton-Gillingham Multi-Sensory Program. In these two programs, we work on letter recognition, sound 
recognition, printing the letters correctly, writing, and reading words in sentences. In our math program, 
we use the Common Core Progress Program. The children will recognize and print numbers through 
100, do patterning, graphing, money, time, tens and ones, addition and subtraction with manipulatives, 
and measurement with data.

This is followed by the SMART Room and gym. In the SMART room all the activities of letter, 
number, and word recognition are done with physical activities to help retain them. In gym, we are 
using large muscle game activities with gymnastics, movements, and fitness activities.

This leads us to free play in the room and enjoying the shop of the month.
Next, we begin social studies, science, or art. At the present time, we are learning about the 

Pilgrims, Native Americans, and how they worked together. Next week, we will have a feast to 
celebrate them. We will be dressed like the Pilgrims and the Native Americans and eating Stone Soup 
(vegetable soup), apple juice, fruit salad, popcorn, applesauce, and pumpkin bars. All of this we will 
make together. Once a week, the kindergarteners also enjoy computers and library.

Kindergarten is so enjoyable for me, and I hope every child enjoys it as much as I do. With all the 
activities going on in the room it seems like the days pass by so quickly. I really hope the children gain 
the love of learning and experience great growth. Kindergarten is wonderful!
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Dear Members of Torah Academy:
Our Annual Meeting and Election will be this Sunday evening, November 19, 2017, at 

5:15 p.m. at Torah Academy in the Bais HaKenesses. 
I would like to thank those who suggested and nominated members to the board.
Additional nominations can be offered by a petition of ten members before the annual meeting. 

Petitions should be turned in to the president. We welcome your suggestions.
Thank you and best wishes,
David Schulman, President

The proposed slate to be elected for a one year term is as follows:
Board Members:
Adam Altman
Chaim Ancier
Steven Bader
Wendy Berezovsky
Mark Chodos
Rabbi Hillel Engelson
Josh Feldman
Rabbi Avigdor Goldberger
Dr. Joey Greenberg
Noam Jaffa
Dr. Marty Klatzko
Rabbi Shlomo Kutoff
Ron Mandelbaum

Albert Miller
Dr. Eric Nussbaum
Dr. Ross Paskoff
Rabbi Meyer Roberts
Rabbi Shlomo Rothstein
David Schulman
David Spar

Executive Committee:
President: David Schulman 
Vice-President: Mark Chodos 
Vice-President: Dr. Ross Paskoff
Secretary: Chaim Ancier
Treasurer: Steven Bader

From the Health Office:
Please remember that students need to 

stay home for a full 24 hours after the last 
occurence of fever or vomiting. Please do not 
send children back to school before they are 
well enough to enjoy and participate in all their 
class activities! This also protects the rest of the 
class from getting sick.

On Time Raffle Winners 
for 11-10-2017

Eliyahu Friedler
Faigy Kaufman

Ellie Sharon
Shmuel Spar
Adina Gepner

Yechiel Silverberg
Tybie Jaffa

Sara Leah Goldberg

Rides to Israel
Mr. Marshall Mintz is offering free rides to the 

airport for people flying to Israel. It does not need to be 
a direct flight as long as the final destination is Israel.

He can be contacted at mmintz02@gmail.com
 or on his  cell phone 952-212-7805 or landline
 952-927-0081.

Thank you 
to all the PTO volunteers 

for helping with 
Grandparent Pictures!

MRS. YOCHEVED GEPNER
Chana Zucker

Nina Baker
Dina Drubach

Stephanie Saad
Sari Breiner
Basya Trenk
Malkie Mayer

Tova Rupp
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You can sponsor Rosh Chodesh treats for the month of Teves
in honor of a simcha or 

in memory of a loved one for a 
sponsorship fee of $36.

 Contact the Torah Academy Parents Connection Group
 at parentsoftamn@gmail.com.

May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Our condolences to Mr. Mike Fiterman on the loss of his mother Mrs. Bernice Fiterman. 

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong! 
 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Now for 
teachers, too!

The day of learning on Monday,  Nov. 13, was sponsored by Ms. Sheara 
Fredman for a zechus refuah sheleima for their mother, Mrs. Marsha 

Fredman. Masha bas Baila.

The day of learning on Tuesday, Nov. 14, & Wednesday, Nov. 15, 
was Dedicated to the Refuah Shleima (Speedy Recovery) Of Shmuel 

Avrohom ben Leah

Our condolences to Mrs.Heidi Pergamant and family on the loss of her grandmother 
Mrs. Manya Sherman,Esther Malka bas Avrohom a”h.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Shea and 
Basya Trenk on the birth of a baby boy. May the 
bris take place b’ito u’vizmano.

The day of learning on Monday,  Nov. 13, was sponsored by                            
Mr. and Mrs. Reid and  Bonny Wexler in memory of Shleima Leah bas 

Dovid Menachem, Mrs. Shelly Wexler, on her shloshim.

Rosh Chodesh treats for Kislev are being sponsored…
• by Mr. & Mrs. Neal & Jill Singer in honor of their new granddaughter, Eden Ayelet Singer.
• in honor of Rabbi Moshe Weiss’ birthday on Daled Kislev by his children.
• anonymously to enhance & encourage Torah learning throughout Torah Academy.
• by Mr. & Mrs. David & Sandra Lynn in memory of his mother, Mrs. Joan Lynn z’l, Shaina 

Faiga bas Yitzhak.

“Clothing Connection Gemach” News 
Mrs. Dvora Rotkin, 732-597 8495, is hosting children’s clothing and shoes, sizes 2-8 yrs. 

Mrs. Miriam Leah Kaufmann, 952-380-7753, is hosting winter coats for adults and children.
Mrs. Erica Goldberg, 952-929-9769, has children’s clothing, sizes 10 years and up, 

and ladies’ and men’s clothing and also some bigger kids’ winter boots.
All clothing is clean and in excellent condition and free of charge. We look forward to your call!

Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Mordechai and 
Esti Prero on their wedding. May they be zocheh 
to build a bayis ne’eman b’Yisroel.
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The View from The Classroom

continued on page 7

Torah Tot 16-Month Olds
Welcome Mr. Potato-Head to our classroom. 

We are so excited to learn all about ourselves!! This 
week was eye week!! We enjoyed decorating our eye 
glasses! Have a great Shabbos!!

Mrs. B. Weinberg & Mrs. Rotkin 
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Parshas Toldos was so exciting! Twin, pairs, red, 

hairy, smooth, and nice—Yaakov and Eisav.
The color blue was fun to learn all about and 

blue police officers! Blue hunts and lots of blue paint 
everywhere.

Mrs. Goldberger, Miss Weinberg, & Mrs. 
Goldberg

Torah Tot Three Year Olds
The parsha about Yaakov and Esav came alive 

with our parsha puppets...the children learn the story 
so we’ll when they can “see” it. We also learned about 
letter vav, same and different, numbers 1 and 2, the 
borei pri ha’aitz brocha, and we enjoyed painting and 
making shape collages.

Mrs. Fishman, Mrs. Lynn, & Mrs. Chodos
Pre-Kindergarten
Bracha Blvd. is now complete with the HaGefen 

and HaMotzei stores.
We had fun reading the story “The Very Hungry 

‘Ziggly Zachal’” as we mentioned all the Brachos of 
the food the ‘Ziggly Zachal’ ate. The ‘Ziggly Zachal’ 
starts with our new letter zayin, . Do you know what a 
‘Ziggly Zachal’ us? Ask a Pre-K student to tell you!
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continued on page 8

We know so much about Parshas Toldos. There 
are twins, soup, a special bracha, and so much more. 
The nearest Pre-K student can put on a parsha puppet 
show for you if you just ask! Have a wonderful 
Shabbos!

Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Rapoport
This week Pre-K looked into magnets, and 

explored how they are attracted to metal and looked 
around our classroom for metal objects. We also 
discussed the differences between numbers, letters, 
and words. 

Mrs. Wenner, Ms. Horowitz, & Miss Weiswasser
Kindergarten
Kindergarten has been busy finishing up our 

Shabbos unit by making light switch covers.
We love parsha and are learning about what’s 

similar and what’s different about the twins Yaakov 
and Eisav. We even have twins in our class!

Kriah is going well—we are learning so many 
vocabulary words for each letter!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
This week the kindergarteners worked hard on 

making a Pilgrim or Native American, and we hung 
them in the hall by our room. Check them out! The 
Kinder Take Apart and Fix It Shop is constantly busy 
with the children working on fixing things. Today was 
pink day with the children bringing objects that were 
pink and graphed them. 

Ms. Haase & Mrs. Hechtman
First Grade
As usual we had a packed week in Kitah Alef. We 

are finished our nekudos chapters in our kriah naema 
book and will be starting words after Thanksgiving 
break. We also made great progress learning new 
songs for chumash play-believe it or not its less than 
2 months away and we have a lot more songs to learn! 
We started our unit on colors and the students seem to 

really be enjoying it! Have a good Shabbos!
Mrs. Herron
This week the first graders began a chapter on 

subtraction. First they used pictures, then number 
lines to understand the concept. They wrote number 
sentences and solved word problems requiring “taking 
away.” They also worked on subtracting all and 
subtracting zero.

Mrs. Singer
Second Grade
We had fun coloring our Cheshvan coloring 

books! How is rain a bracha? There are so many 
reasons! Look through our booklets and you will see. 
We are proud of the first three girls who finished their 
extra credit booklets. And most importantly, we can 
hardly wait for our dollar store coming up this week. 

Keep up the great work... especially with the 
homework! 

G.O Program this Motzei Shabbos!
Join the Torah Academy Family for a Rosh Chodesh Kislev Activity!!

Who: 1st–4th Grade Girls
Where: Torah Academy Gym

When: Motzei Shabbos, Nov. 18
Time: 6:40–7:40 p.m.

Featuring    
Please bring along 2 baby items.
Refreshments! Friends! Games!
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continued on page 9

Rabbi Idstein’s Morning Quotes:
•	 You are not here to be average, you’re here to be awesome!
•	 Never assume that loud is strong and quiet is weak!
•	 Teaching creates all other professions!
•	 Fair is not equal – fair is setting everyone up to succeed!

3B passed their AR Goals!

Shoresh quiz this Tuesday. 
Have a good Shabbos! 
Mrs. Rothstein & Mrs. C.R.Weinberg
By the time you read this…
…It’s been a week full of chasunos and related 

travelling! First, Yaakov heads to his brother’s 
wedding in New Jersey. Then, I head to New York for 
my nephew’s wedding! Mazel Tovs all around—and 
may the simchos continue. While I was gone, Miss 
Chana Goldberger was kind enough to guest-teach  
and it was a great feeling to know that my talmidim 
were in good hands!

Currently, our class is transitioning into a more 
difficult and challenging section of Sefer L’shon 
Ha’Torah. It is very exciting to see how the students 
are examining all the possible answers very carefully 
before making an informed choice—and hopefully 
choosing the exact answer!

Rabbi Heisler
The second graders began reading a new issue of 

Super Magazine today. This one focuses on nighttime. 
Here are some of the interesting things they read 
about. Certain kinds of fireflies’ lights blink all at the 
same time! Have you ever heard of a capsule hotel? 
The rooms are only big enough for sleeping. Why did 
the lights go out every night at the Sea Star Aquarium 
in Germany? Otto the Octopus doesn’t like bright 
lights. Ask a second grader how he did it.

Mrs. Singer

Third Grade
Ask your daughters why Eliezer did not eat 

right away. What are the students’ missions and 
responsibilities.

Mrs. Prero
It is amazing to see how much the third graders 

have learned already this year! The boys have 
mastered many chumash skills. The boys are teaching 
themselves (and me) many many pesukim!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
The third graders worked hard to finish their 

landform reports, models, and paintings.  To 
congratulate the students on their progress in 
Accelerated Reader, Mr. Halek brought in our golden 
retriever, Colby, to meet our amazing readers. 

Enjoy the pictures of our classroom community!
Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
When was the place named  ? The Torah 

says that Yaakov named it three times, each time
  . And   was named twices, once by 
Avrohom and repeated by Yitzchak. Why the repeat? 
Ask the 4B students.

Rabbi Waxman
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continued on page 10

Modeling land forms

The fourth graders are able to solve complex 
division problems. See if your child can solve the 
following problem: 67,890 / 75

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss Greenberg
This week in fourth grade the children are learning 

how to describe characters in a story.
The target skill is character analysis. 

Understanding how a character feels can contribute to 
the sequence of events in any given short story.

Mrs. Karako
Fifth Grade
Let me tell you about a beautiful thing which 

occurred in our class this week. We were learning 
a new Mishna and just as I was about to teach the 
students a Bartenura on the Mishna, one of my 
talmidim, Sruli S., asked the very question which was 
going to be addressed by the Bartenura commentary! 
The excitement in the classroom was tremendous!

On Erev Shabbos Parshas Chayei Sarah (last 
week), our class was graced with a visit by Rabbi 
Mordechai Kamenetzky. Aside from being Mrs. 
Rothstein’s father, Rabbi Kamenetzky is also presently 
the Dean of the Yeshiva I attended as a youngster, 
Yeshiva Torah Chaim of South Shore. The class was 
amazed to hear that my 2nd grade Rebbi, Rabbi Chaim 
Follman, and my 7th grade Rebbi, Rabbi Yaakov 
Pressman, are still teaching! Bli Ayin Hara.

Rabbi Heisler
It’s been quite a week, but Fifth Grade is always 

ready for a challenge! Having finished our Unit of 
Division, we spent the week reviewing and taking a 
test. We also took a test on our Explorers Foldable 

in History, and began our final “The Candymakers” 
project - creating our own candy and then marketing 
it using real advertising strategies! We are looking 
forward to our next book...As always, visiting Russia 
was very interesting, and finishing Simple Machines 
in Science, as well as our incredible ABC projects (we 
wish you could see them - but you can stop by and 
view our posters!), add so much to our class! Have a 
wonderful Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
Learning how to identify a characters actions, 

thoughts, and motivation will help the 5th grade boys 
understand the sequence of events in any given fiction 
or non-fiction short story. Character analysis is the 
target skill of the week.

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
This week Kita Vav finished Perek Beis in Sefer 

Shmuel. What will end up happening to the House 
of Eli? Let’s see in Perakim Gimmel and Daled. We 
finished presenting our   project and bulletin 
board displaying life lessons we took out from the 
shira— like lists of things we thank HaShem for in our 
lives and how HaShem protects those close to Him.

Mrs. Botnick
Mazel Tov! We finished   in Chumash!
We set a new record high for milim—108 words 

in 2 minutes and 20 seconds!
  came to life as we acted out the words of 

the possuk. We currently  have 9 Chumash teachers in 
the classroom! It was an outstanding week! The girls 
on their own each figured out the  and  of 
, translated, and summarized pesukim.

Miss Mandelbaum

Thank you to the ladies 
who helped with 

LifeTouch Picture Day!

Mrs. Tova Rupp
Mrs. LeeAnn Ancier

Mrs. Wendy Berezovsky
Mrs. Shulamit Gibber

The whole process went so smoothly 
thanks to your help!

You can still order online!

mylifetouch.com
MI207204Y0
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Sixth grade is nearing the end of their narrative 
writing unit. Students are planning their own original 
fractured fairy tale and are working on adding images, 
transitions, and motion to enhance the text’s meaning. 
In MN History, students will begin Ch. 7: Minnesota’s 
Newcomers. Life in Minnesota changed drastically 
as a result of land treaties in the 1850s. During that 
decade, the population shifted from being mostly 
American Indian to being mostly European American.

Mrs. Suarez
This week, the sixth grade students built paper 

tables and stacked books on top. Ask your child how 
many books his/her table held.

Have a great Shabbos!
Miss Greenberg
Seventh Grade
As we learned Perek Bais in Navi, we kept 

learning how the gedolim always acted according to 
halacha. Ask us for some examples . A highlight of our 
week was our “quiet” davening. What a nachas it was 
to see it in action!

Mrs. Engelson
We’re on to our next pair of . This week, 

we learned the  of . Ask us why electrical 
appliances are included in this .

Why are we trying to get a total of 248 () 
words in Shema? Which three words help us get to 
this total? Thank you, Chana Basha, for sharing her 
own beautiful insight on the word  of Shema!

Keep us the fabulous work! Good Shabbos!
Miss Mandelbaum
The Seventh Grade boys continue to show great 

talent in their Gemarah abilities! (They also were very 
patient with their hoarse-voiced Rebbi this week!)

In Chumash we have started our review of Perek 
Yud Daled for an upcoming test.

Good Shabbos!
Rabbi Pam
Eighth Grade
The eighth graders are getting to the end of the 

sugya (topic) of tzroros! Now that we have learned so 
much about it, it is interesting to go back to the first 
mishna and see how much information the gemorah 
discusses, which is not included in the mishna.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
This week, seventh graders are studying the 

transatlantic slave trade and the experience of 
enslaved people in the Antebellum South. Eighth 

graders are going on a whirlwind tour of European 
History, including Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, 
the Middle Ages and the Modern Age. Soon we will 
be exploring and researching individual countries of 
Western Europe. 

Mrs. Graif
MS Language Arts
The suspense of our novels are rising as we get 

through the rising action and enter the plot’s climax. A 
couple questions to ask your student this week are:

1. How has the conflict changed the main 
character?

2. Is the character’s change positive or negative?  
Mrs. Hechtman
MS Science
This week in science we had the amazing 

opportunity to work with our STEM coordinator from 
CIJE (Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education) , 
Mrs. Lamm. Mrs. Lamm worked with the middle 
school classes on engineer design and technical 
drawing. The 8th graders are getting ready to present 
their TED talks and the 7th grade is finishing up 
the section on what cells need to function. Have a 
wonderful Shabbos!

Mrs. Lang

Making a HUMAN table!
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Attention, artistic youth: the American Jewish 
World’s 26th annual Hanuka Cover Contest is in full 
swing.

The winning artwork depicting the symbols and 
meaning of Hanuka will grace the front cover of the 
Jewish World’s Dec. 1 Hanuka special edition, and the 
winner will have her or his picture in the newspaper!

In addition, there will be fabulous prizes for the 
winner and runners-up.

All of the details can be found on a flyer: HERE.
The submission deadline for artwork is 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 22. This contest is open to all 
students attending 1st through 8th grades.

Entries should be designed in a VERTICAL format.
Please send entries to: AJW Cover Art, 4820 

Minnetonka Blvd., Suite 104, Minneapolis, MN 55416. 
Or you can personally deliver entries to our offices.

Artwork will not be returned and will become the 
property of the American Jewish World.

26th Annual AJW 
Hanuka Cover Contest!

Samples of CIJE Science Project are seeing 
how many textbooks a paper and cardboard 
table can support or drawing a technical 
drawing (see photos above and right).



BS”D 

The Kolenu Parsha Page 
Did you Know? 
(Facts and Insights into the Parsha that you and the family might not have known – enjoy!) 

• "Hakol (the voice) is the voice of Yaakov, the hands are the hands of Eisav" (27:22).
The word 'hakol' may also be read 'hakal' meaning light or weak. This hints that when the 
voice of Yaakov (his Torah learning and his prayer) is weak, then the hand of Eisav will 
gain control.
Vilna Gaon

• "On the face of all his brethren he (Yishmael) fell.... And these are the offspring of 
Yitzchak...." (25:18,19) 
This hints that when Yishmael will fall in the end of days, then Mashiach Ben David -
who is an offspring of Yitzchak - will flourish. 
(Baal Haturim)

• After realizing that he had lost the brachos to Yaakov, Eisav planned on asking “Uncle 
Yishmael” to kill Yitzchock, after which he would kill Yishmael and Yaakov.
(Yalkut Shimoni Tehillim 14)

• Yaakov Avinu was born circumcised. 
(Avos d'Rabbi Noson, ch. 2 )

Torah Riddle - 
 

 In what two ways is the number 40 used in this week’s parsha? 
 What are 5 other places in Sefer Bereishis where the number 40 appears? 
Answer can be found below the Tefilla Insights! 

Tefilla Insights – Atah Chonein – Keep your head above water! 
The Gemora (Kiddushin 29a) rules that a father must teach his son Torah and a 

means of earning an honest and respectable livelihood. According to another opinion, 
he must also teach his son how to swim. The Shem MiShmuel explained that the last 
two responsibilities are intertwined. When a father trains his son to earn a livelihood, 
he must warn him to apply to his career the fundamentals of swimming. 

The swimmer must know how to keep his body moving smoothly in the water 
while lifting his head above the surface to breathe. Similarly, the father must caution 
his son: “Do your very best to succeed in your chosen field, but take care lest you 
become entirely submerged in your professional pursuits. Keep your head above your 
career and maintain scholarly and spiritual aspirations that point heavenward. Don’t 
allow the affairs of your body to drown your mind.” 

When asking HaShem for knowledge, we must ask Him for the ability to discern 
when our is above or below the water of our careers!

Answers – Torah Riddle – Both Yitzchock and Eisav got married at 40. The rain of the Mabul was for 40 days and nights, 40 days after 
seeing the mountaintops Noach sent the raven, Avrohom asked HaShem to save Sodom for 40 people, Yaakov’s gift to Eisav had 40 cows, 
and Yaakov was mummified for 40 days before his burial.






