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Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
Thursday, Nov. 15: 7B & 8B Mishmor 7:15-8:30 pm
Friday, Nov. 16: Dismissal at 1:30 pm/ Enrichment until 2:15 pm/ NO BUS
Sunday, Nov. 18: Sunday Morning Program 8:15-11:45 am
Wednesday, Nov. 21: Teacher In-Service Professional Development in the morning
                                    Torah Tots & Pre-K ONLY start at 8:00 am
                                     Kgn-8th Grade students start classes at 10:15 am (OK to drop-off at 10 am)
                                     Boys in Grades 5-8 should daven with a minyan before school. 
                                     All other students should daven at home.
                                     Regular dismissal times but NO BUS home
Thursday, Nov. 22-Sunday, Nov. 25: No School
Sunday, Dec. 2: Father-Son Chanukah Learning
SAVE THE DATE! Tuesday, Dec. 4: 7:30 pm Staff & Parents’ Chanukah Evening Out!
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

Torah Academy is looking to expand the books available in AR to include more Jewish titles. 
Any parents willing to (re)read books and to prepare questions on them to be uploaded 

should contact rpidstein@torahacademymn.org

Parshas Vayetzei introduces us to the relationship 
between our Patriarch Yaakov and his uncle, Lavan. The 
Pesach Haggadah teaches us that ultimately, Lavan wanted 
to kill and destroy Yaakov. How did this relationship 
devolve into one in which Lavan desired to murder his 
own nephew and son-in-law? What were the seeds of this 
homicidal hostility? Let us examine their first encounter 
and perhaps we can find the origins of this enmity. 

Fearing for his life, due to his brother Eisav’s wrath, 
and at the behest of his father and mother, Yaakov 
flees his home. He journeys to the home of Lavan, the 
brother of Rivka, his mother. After the arduous journey 
to Charan, Yaakov meets Lavan. Yaakov recounts for his 
uncle the reason for his exile (the danger posed to his life 
by his brother Eisav) and describes his difficult journey, 
including being robbed of all his possessions. The greedy 
Lavan, disappointed that his nephew is now penniless, 
remarks that he really should not invite Yaakov into his 
home but, since Yaakov is family, he is obligated to care 
for him (Rashi to verses 29:13,14.) 

True, Lavan recognized his familial obligation and 
its concomitant responsibility. His heart, however, was 
devoid of the requisite sympathy and compassion for a 
loved one. Without any accompanying kindred feelings, 
and coupled with his innate character flaws, Lavan was 
led to complete alienation and estrangement from Yaakov. 

We are often confronted with situations where our 
fellow brothers and sisters require our assistance—be 
it from a natural disaster, job loss, medical diagnosis, 
or, in today’s day and age, terrorist and missile attacks 
of all sorts . Whether they are family, members of our 
community, or fellow Jews across the globe, lending 
them a hand is not merely our responsibility and duty; 
it is an honor and a privilege. Feeling their pain is an 
obligation and responsibility. We must ensure that our 
hearts are filled with the brotherly compassion they truly 
and rightly deserve, and may it be HaShem’s will that all 
this bloodshed and terror come to a speedy and hasty end.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Last week, I wrote about the Tiered System of Support 
we use at Torah Academy.  This week, I am proud to introduce 
our Advanced Learner Programming.  This programming 
is also a tiered system.  There are three separate tiers that 
we intend to implement, two of which are new to Torah 
Academy this year.

Our classroom instruction is guided by the data we 
are able to collect through standards based teaching, 
standardized testing and SuccessMaker (a computer program 
sponsored by CIJE).  Teachers alter their instruction based 
on their classroom needs.  I was recently discussing with a 
teacher how challenging her class must be to teach because 
some students in her class are reading three to five grade 
levels higher than what is typical.  This teacher applies 
this knowledge to her everyday classroom with higher than 
grade level reading material in order to meet the needs of 
her students this year.  This individualized instruction at 
the classroom level is an example of Tier One.  We use our 
resources make certain we are meeting students at the level 
they are at.

After Thanksgiving, we will be starting Tier Two of our 
Advanced Learning Program:  LEAP (Learning Enrichment 
Activities Program).  Using our students standardized 
test results (FastBridge) we have identified students (1st-
5th grade) who test in the 90% percentile or above. These 
students will be pulled out of class once a week for about 

30 minutes.  These students will be given activities that can 
be done in class after they have finished their regular work 
or teachers feel they have mastered the learning target.  The 
work can also be taken home if a student chooses to do so.  
Our goal of this program is two-fold; we hope to be able to 
push students deeper into content and we want to create an 
opportunity for teachers to spend time ensuring all students 
have mastered their learning targets.  

In January, we will be implementing Tier Three of our 
Advanced Learning Program.  There is still some work to be 
done, but the framework is being put together now.  Some 
students will have an opportunity to take the the Cognitive 
Abilities Test (CogAT).  The CogAt is an aptitude test that 
measures a student’s general and specific cognitive abilities. 
It measures learned reasoning and problem-solving skills 
in 3 areas: verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal, which are 
closely tied to academic success. The CogAT is commonly 
used by schools to identify “gifted and talented students.”  
We intend to identify these students and offer programming 
for them as well.

I am very excited about our ability to meet the needs 
of all children at Torah Academy.   I am thankful to all of 
the teachers who are working hard to ensure the successful 
implementation of this programming.  It is awesome to be 
surrounded by so many hard working individuals who deeply 
care about the students that attend our incredible school.
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Morning Schedule for Wednesday, Nov. 21 (Teacher In-Service)
On Thursday morning, Nov. 21, Torah Academy teachers will be having a 

professional development program. 

Torah Tots and Pre-K will start their classes at 8:00 a.m. Students should 
enter at Door 4 as usual. If you must drop off your Torah Tot or Pre-K student early, 
from 7:45-8:00 a.m. only, there will be someone at the main front door to watch them. 
From 8:00–8:30 a.m., enter downstairs.

All Kindergarten through 8th Grade students will start classes at 10:15 a.m. 
You can start dropping off your K–8 students at the main front door at 10 a.m.

Boys in Grades 5–8 should daven shacharis before they come to school. 
There is an 8:15 a.m. minyan at Bais Yisroel. All other students should daven at home.

School will be dismissed at all the regular times but there is NO SCHOOL BUS 
going home.

We thank you for your cooperation!

This Wednesday, the Enriched Aftercare 
students had a hands-on program from the 
Minnesota Science Museum about engineering!
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Classroom Close-up
Mrs. Idstein~4th Grade Girls~Judaic Studies

continued on page 5

Welcome to the 4th Grade Girls of Torah Academy!
My goal is to instill in the girls a love of learning and confidence in their ability to translate, understand, 

question with intelligence, and delve deeper into what they have studied. All of this is done in a relaxed and 
joyous way. Some things are taught by song, some by stories, some by drawings, some by self-motivation, some 
in groups and some by me! This gives the children an opportunity to learn in many ways – and for each student 
to have the ability to succeed in the most appropriate way for her. On a personal note, I would like to express my 
Hakaras HaTov to Rabbi Idstein for his constant support and guidance in helping to achieve these goals .

Although many topics are taught during the week, (and some that we have not even started learning yet,)—
the common denominator amongst them all is the Hebrew language. This allows us to connect a word and then 
a concept to something we learned earlier in the year or in previous years. This word or concept association is 
very exciting to the girls, and it keeps them “on their toes” in all subject areas.

As I feel that it is very beneficial for students to learn in a structured environment, each day the daily 
schedule and learning targets for each subject are written on the board. Chumash is our main subject and is 
almost always the way we start our exciting day.

Chumash – Chumash is fascinating, intricate, and 
very motivating! We begin our lesson with questions on 
the pesukim that the students will be covering that day. 
I ask directed questions, and the girls find the answers 
inside. This makes them “feel at home” with the new 
words and phrases that come up, as well as with the 
general idea and storyline of the pesukim. By the time 
this is done, the students are well prepared to read 
and translate the pesukim with comfort and ease. The 
meaning of each and every word in the Chumash not 
only has a face value, but a deeper one, and sometimes 
the face value needs additional explanation. Additionally, 
the girls have been taught to keep their “antennas” up 
while reading the pesukim, and they are often filled with many questions. For these added insights and answers, 
we go into the classic commentary of Rashi. The girls are taught to associate the title of Rashi (the Dibur 
HaMaschil) with the words that Rashi finds problematic. This helps them attune their thought process with that 
of Rashi in order to zero in on his exact question. At this point, they feel Rashi’s question is “their own,” and 
they are extremely motivated to understand and delve into his answer. Through this, the students become very 
fluent in Rashi and learn the key words which Rashi uses as an introduction to questions, answers, or quotes 
from other sources.

Aside from learning the story, asking questions, and finding out how inspiring the Chumash is, we also 
practice finding Shoroshim and decoding words. This skill is used throughout the day in many different subjects, 
as well.

Navi – Navi is a new subject introduced in the 4th grade. After the intense manner in which we learn 
Chumash, the students enjoy a bit of a change of pace, as Navi is taught in a more relaxed way. We concentrate 
on the general story, which is extremely interesting. We compare the leadership of Moshe and the leadership of 
his disciple, Yehoshua, and draw conclusions from these comparisons that are applicable to our daily lives. After 
each perek, the students are given a project to summarize the lessons of the perek.

Pirkei Avos – Pirkei Avos is another new subject introduced in the 4th grade. As an introduction, we make a 
time line in which each student draws a different piece of history beginning from creation until contemporary 
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Classroom Close-up (Continued)
times. This time line is hung in our classroom and is referred to many times throughout the year. Additionally, 
we make it a point to discuss the historical time period and places where the Tanaim quoted in Pirkei Avos lived. 
Here too, we read the Mishna, translate it, and discuss the lesson(s) taught. We often try to apply this lesson to 
something practical that happens at school, at recess, with friends, or at home. This is nice “schmoozing” time 
and allows the students to talk about their feelings and attributes. It is an opportunity to talk about one’s middos 
and how our behavior affects others.

Halacha – Before an approaching Yom Tov, packets are given out discussing the basis of the Yom Tov 
and its pertinent Halachos (laws) in more detail than the girls were taught in previous years. These packets 
are in Lashon HaKodesh (with an English packet option), and the students are able to read and translate the 
majority of the content on their own. In addition, arts and crafts projects may be done to enhance the Yom Tov 
for the student and her family. Aside from the Yomim Tovim, a special unit on Hilchos Brochos is covered in 
conjunction with Tu B’Shevat. 

Ivrit – This subject is divided into two parts. One 
part is reading stories in Ivrit and then doing reading 
comprehension exercises to gauge the students’ 
understanding. This year, we began a new series and the 
girls are really enjoying the stories! Additionally, we 
work on grammar. This important component is more 
tedious, and to make it a bit more appealing, we learn 
songs for each verb tense and do various exercises in 
which the students are able to write on the board. Most 
recently, the girls have been writing paragraphs on topics 
related to the seasons or Yomim Tovim. Aside from 
this, the girls are given weekly vocabulary words. The 
vocabulary words are based on words from assorted 
subjects that will be covered that week. Each day, a 
different exercise is done with the words, ranging from 
putting them in alphabetical order to writing full and complete sentences with them. The girls are quizzed on 
understanding the words and spelling them. In addition, we continue to work on Kriah daily with the Kriah 
Ne’ema program.

Parasha – This subject is partially self-taught, as the girls are given worksheets in the beginning of the week. 
Each worksheet contains 8–12 questions based on the parasha. The girls are taught to manage their time by 
doing 2–3 questions a night and looking up the answers in the Chumash by themselves. The girls find this quite 
challenging and continue to develop the skill of independently finding a perek and posuk, reading it, translating 
it, and then answering questions, all in a way they have never done before. These questions and answers are 
reviewed every Friday. A Dvar Torah is discussed (which, hopefully, has enhanced your Shabbos table weekly) 
as well as a weekly packet which provides an overview of the parasha.

Last but not least, on Mondays, for the first 15-20 minutes of the day, I read a historical fiction to the girls! 
This story is continued weekly. The first story is read weekly until (approximately) the mid-winter break, and a 
new one is read from mid-winter break until the end of the year. What a way to begin the week!

Please label ALL your children’s clothing. 
It’s so sad when we can’t return lost items!

Sweatshirts, jackets, hats, footballs, and, now as 
winter approaches, snow pants, boots, gloves, etc.
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Chanukah Gifts for Teachers--Your timely response is appreciated

Dear Parents,
As Chanukah is right around the corner, it is the time of the year when many take the opportunity 

to show their Hakaras Hatov (appreciation) to our Rabbeim, Moros, and teachers. Their contribution 
to our children’s education and growth is invaluable and, as the beneficiaries of their efforts, this is 
an opportune time to recognize them.

On behalf of the parents, students, and the school, we will be collecting a SUGGESTED amount 
of—

$25 per child in Torah Tots and Kindergarten
$25 per child in grades 1 through 5
$30 per child in grades 6 through 8

We ask that you send the money to the school office as soon as possible, and please 
no later than Friday, November 30th, as Chanuka begins on the night of December 2nd. We will 
arrange the gift and a card, to be given some time during the week of Chanukah, and we hope that 
this will be a convenience for our parent body as well.

If your child receives support through ICE, Sha’arim, Mrs. Bernstein, Mrs. Bodner, Mrs. 
Frishman, Mrs. Hechtman, Mrs. Karako, Mrs. Kaufman, Mrs. Mandelbaum, Rabbi Smith, Dr. Thorne, 
Rabbi Waxman, or Mrs. Wexler, please send a separate check or mark in the memo if you would like 
to add a specific amount for them as well.

As always, we appreciate and value your partnership!
With best wishes for a “lichtegen” Chanukah,
Rabbi Pinchus Idstein, Menahel

Learning at Torah Academy this Friday 
was sponsored by the Rosenberg and Borenstein families 
in memory of Yehuda Leumi ben Chaim Shalom Simcha z”l.

You can see our students say special tehillim during their weekly session of 
“Eretz Chemda” at https://www.wevideo.com/view/1246023615

Mazel Tov to our 
On-Time Raffle winners for 

Thursday, Nov. 15!
Hillel Roberts, Bracha Engelson, Moshe 

Saad, Malka Trenk, Bracha Zahtz, 
Sarala Mayer, Binyomin Lowinger, 

Aharon Botnick, & Tova Mandelbaum

Mazel Tov to our
Project DERECH Raffle 
winners for the topic of 

Kiddush HaShem
Hadassah Mandelbaum

Adina Gepner



 Artwork Criteria 

 No smaller than 8.5x11 but  

no larger than a poster-board 

 Use markers, crayons, paint, clay, 

ceramic, metal etc.  

 Must be original, neat, and creative! 

 One entry per student. 

 Entry must be marked  

with your name & grade on the back. 

 All entries must be handed in to the front 

office by Monday, December 3rd,and will be 

Drawings should be Visual Representations of any verse in  
 

HaNeiros Hallalu or  
 
Maoz Tzur! 

 
Open to All Students Grades 1 through 8 

Torah 

Academy 

Chanukah 

Art 
Contest! 

ס״דב  

$25  
PRIME DELI 
GIFT CARD 

TO THE  
WINNERS! 



 

Davening at  8:15, 
followed by  

breakfast and the 
Shiur at 9:15 AM   

until 10:15 

(4th graders need not 
attend davening and they 
& their parents may join 
us at 9:15 if  they prefer)  

DATE 24 Kislev, December 2nd, 2018 

TIME 

PLEASE  
NOTE 

Regular  classes will continue after the program! 
Pickup will be at 11:45 AM 

For Boys Grades 4 through 8 

Pre-Chanuka  
Sunday Morning  

Father & Son  
Learning Program! 

Join your son for davening, breakfast, and a Chanuka -related 
Shiur! (Zaidies are welcome too!) given by his rebbe!  

@ Torah Academy 
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In light of the recent outbreak of measles in Jewish communities on the East 
Coast, please review Torah Academy’s policy regarding immunizations! All 
parents should be aware that Torah Academy demands and urges everyone 
to be up-to-date with all their vaccinations. The seriousness of the issue 
has our policies under constant review and evaluation. 
Immunization Policy
Like many other day schools across the United States, Torah Academy requires that all of 
its students be vaccinated based on state guidelines. Details of these statutes can be found 
online at
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/immunize/laws/

For those children attending our Torah Tots programs, only medical exemptions for 
specific vaccines will be allowed. If your child will require a medical exemption, a 
written note from your pediatrician will need to be provided along with the completed 
section 2A on the Minnesota Child Care Immunization form before your child can 
attend school.

The Pre-Kindergarten–8th grade program has mandatory vaccination requirements as 
well, based on State of Minnesota guidelines. Students with a medical condition that 
precludes vaccination will only be granted an exemption by submitting a letter from 
their pediatrician verifying they cannot be vaccinated due to health concerns along with 
the completed section 2A on the Minnesota Child/Student Immunization form before 
the child can attend school.

Pre-Kindergarten–8th grade parents wishing to request an exemption on any grounds 
other than a medical exemption should: 

Make their request in writing with an explanation of the basis for the exemption. 

Fill out section 2B of the Minnesota Child/Student Immunization form and have it 
notarized before returning the form to school. 

These requests will be reviewed by a Health and Wellness Committee being 
assembled for this purpose and parents will be notified of the committee’s decision. 
Deliberations of the school and the committee will be conducted with respect to the 
privacy of all requests.

If any type of exemption is granted (medical or otherwise), the parents must agree, without 
exception, that if a vaccine-protected communicable disease appears in the school or in 
the school/family’s immediate circle, their unimmunized children must remain at home for 
7–21 days or more, as needed to prevent the spread of the disease, depending on the 
recommendation of a physician selected at the sole discretion of Torah Academy.

Parents should be aware that all decisions in regard to this topic have been made in 
consultation with Da’as Torah and medical professionals. If you have any individual concerns, 
please put them in writing and send them to Rabbi Idstein. All concerns will be reviewed by 
the administration along with our Health and Wellness committee.



TORAH 
ACADEMY 
“L.E.A.P.”  
PROGRAM! 
(Learning Enrichment Activities 
Program) 

WHO 
Students in Grades 1-5  
WHEN 
Starting shortly after Thanksgiving!  
Pullouts from class once a week, but folders are available 
whenever regular classwork is completed. 
 
QUESTIONS? CONTACT MR. CLEARY  
at mcleary@torahacademymn.org 
See Mr. Cleary’s Kolenu article for more details! 

 

 

FOR STUDENTS 
WHO SCORED IN 
THE 90TH  
PERCENTILE AND 
ABOVE ON THEIR 
FASTBRIDGE 
TESTING 

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO DELVE  
DEEPER INTO 
GRADE LEVEL 
STANDARDS. 

TEACHER  
SUPERVISED 

MODELED AFTER 
NATIONALLY  
ACCLAIMED 
GIFTED &  
TALENTED  
PROGRAMS! 
 

 

NEW &  

EXCITING! 
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The first Yedios Keloliyos tally sheets were handed in this week and the 
students are making tremendous progress in attaining their goal! The 1/4 
way mark is about a month away and many of the students have already 
earned more than 1/4 of the points needed to attain their individual 
goal. 

Hint of the week 

Spend time with your child looking through the book at the Yedios which 
your child might be most interested working on. 

Yedios Keloliyos CD 

Thanks to Mrs. Basheva Weinberg, we have available a Yedios Keloliyos 
cd with 14 Yedios sung to popular tunes. This cd was professionally pro-
duced by a Rebbi in Lakewood to help children remember Yedios Keloli-
yos through song. The cd includes the Shivas Haminim, Aseres Hadibros, 
Al Hamichya and more. If you are interested in a copy, send in $2 to To-
rah Academy and write attn. Rabbi Prero-Yedios Keloliyos CD   

TORAH ACADEMY PARENTS & STAFF:TORAH ACADEMY PARENTS & STAFF:

CHANUKAH EVENING OUT!
P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R  A  R E L A X I N G  A N D  F E S T I V E

T U E S D A Y  N I G H T  •  D E C E M B E R  4 T H  
 7 : 3 0  P M  •  A T  T O R A H  A C A D E M Y 

C h a n u k a h  r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  g a m e s  &  e n t e r ta i n m e n t

Save the Date!

Dec. 4
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continued on page 13

the View from the Classroom

Dear Parents,
As the calendar has just turned the page to November, some people might have already begun to think about 

the upcoming mid-winter break. As our school has 120+ families, all sorts of planning goes into the vacation time. 
Many opt to visit family, many fly to a warmer climate, many plan a myriad of unattended household chores, and 
many just go the route of a “staycation!”

The purpose of a mid-winter break is multi-faceted. To the students, it is a chance to take a break from the 
rigor of the school year, clear their minds, and get ready to learn some more. For parents, it is an opportunity for 
quality family time to do things that create memories for a lifetime. For teachers, it is a time to regroup, adapt, and 
plan for the upcoming half a year. 

With all of this in mind, we would like to make the following point before your family finalizes their plans. 
The mid-winter break dates are January 17th through January 27th. This is a total of 11 full days! The break 
was scheduled to begin after school on Wednesday to enable people to travel to far away destinations before 
Shabbos. School starts again on Monday morning to enable everyone to travel back on Sunday. We respectfully 
ask and encourage all families not to take extra time off from school on either end of the vacation. In this way, 
while planning a valuable and fun-filled vacation for your family, you have also transmitted the all-important life 
lesson of the value we place on education. 

As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to be in touch.

Rabbi Idstein and Mr. Cleary

Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Chanukah is around the corner and we sure are busy! 

Ask us how many candles are on the menorah....
Mrs. B. Weinberg & Mrs. Rotkin 
Torah Tot Three Year Olds
Chanukah lights are in the air! How many branches on 

the menorah in the Bais Hamikdash and how many branches 
on our menorahs in our homes?

Open up the Vav Vilonim and our fluffy F feathers 
and funny faces. Mazel Tov on our beautiful chasunah for 
Yaakov and Leah and Rochel. We all looked beautiful or 
handsome.

Mrs. Goldberger, Mrs. Heisler, & Miss B. Weinberg
Pre-Kindergarten
Chanuka is coming! We are getting ready! This week 

we learned the letter  for Ziggle Zachal and Zayis (yes, like 
in Shemen Zayis).

Dreams, ladders, a well, eddings, and the shevatim—

wow, we learned so much about Parshas Vayetzei.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Mrs. Heisler & Miss Weiswasser
The students continued their unit on “Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears,” including learning how to describe things 
that are the same and different.

Mrs. Wenner 
Kindergarten
The Kindergarten students reached a new chapter 

in their careers as Torah Academy students… nightly 
homework! The children were enthusiastic about their new 
responsibility and will benefit from a strong foundation of 
 accuracy and fluency.

Lots of drama at group time… Yaakov ran away from 
Eisav, met up with tricky Lavan, got married to Leah 
and Rochel… Wicked Antiochus made laws against our 
mitzvos, the war with the Maccabim. We hope the children 

The wedding of Yaakov with Rachel & Leah in Torah Tots!
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continued on page 14

Please Update Your Grandparent Info ASAP!
We are preparing for a special mailing to grandparents! Please make sure 

our office knows the names and addresses for all your children’s grandparents. 
We are updating our lists now!Email office@torahacademymn.org or call 952-
920-6630.

Second grade boys learning about “Vov Hahipuch”!

don’t confuse the facts from the two stories!
Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Borenstein
Kindergarten has begun learning the story of Chanukah 

and working on making a draydel shaped book about it. 
The class has also begun doing Kriah homework each 
night! which they are very excited about! As expected, this 
is another exciting parshah to learn and act out! We have 
started practicing for our Chanukah performance too!

Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Bodner
Wow is the Kinder Fix-It Shop fun or what?! Thanks 

for the donation of tools and items to tinker with and fix. 
We have had a blast!

Our fun continues as we are learning how to blend 
sounds to make words. We are busy growing as readers and 
writers this week with our SuperKids program. We can’t 
wait to finish our history unit by having a big feast next 
week! Please check your Kindergram for more information.

Ms. Haase, Ms. Kittleson, Miss H. Weinberg, & Miss 
H. Prero

First Grade
We started learning milim (words) in Kriah. We will 

be started with two syllable words and then moving on to 
bigger milim. We also continued our unit on colors—ask 
us to sing our song! We learned the letters ‘hey’ and ‘taf’ in 
script.

Have a good Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron & Miss E.M. Heisler
This week in Superkids the first graders worked on 

reading and spelling words ending in -ng or -le. They also 
worked on categorization, rhyming words, and answering 
comprehension questions. In math, we began the chapter 
on subtraction. And in social studies, we began our history 
book.

Mrs. Singer & Ms. Kittleson
Second Grade
How do YOU look after traveling? Our answers did 

not reflect how Sarai appeared after her long journey! What 
should we do before entering a room? We spoke about 
“The White House”—a place to meet with the President 
and took pictures in our classroom, a “makom tefillah” 
/ our “meeting” room with HaShem! When we say “Ma 
Tovu”, we are…. (Ask a girl from Kitah Beis to finish the 
sentence!) Keep up the good work!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss Mandelbaum & Mrs. C.R.Weinberg
We’re really “k’nocking” in second grade! The boys 

had a great time being Rebbi, especially when so many of 

them won the raffle! We had even more fun trying to read 
the word “hipuch” when it was written upside down on the 
board! Then we even learned how to make an upside down 
“Vov”😊.

Have a good Shabbos.
Rabbi Lichtman & Rabbi Pam
This week in Superkids the second graders worked 

on reading and spelling words with aw and au. They read 
a historical novel in book club, Snowshoe Thompson. In 
math, they worked on rounding to the nearest 10, even & 
odd numbers, and skip-counting by 3s and 4s. In social 
studies, we are reading our American history text.

Mrs. Singer
Third Grade
Davening and learning this week in third grade was 

BOOMING! The girls were learning new pessukim on their 
own!! Ask a third grader all about Lavan and his (lack of) 
middos.

Chanuka is around the corner. We enjoyed making our 
bulletin board for Kislev. Please stop by and take a peek.

Have a great Shabbos.
Mrs. Prero
This week the third graders learned a few more Rashis! 

One of the Rashis which we learned was directly related to 
the lesson which Rabbi Idstein taught our class later that 
day about respecting our parents and teachers!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
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Rabbi Idstein’s Inspirational
Morning Quotes
• Time is free but is priceless!
• Quality means doing it right when nobody is looking.
• One small positive thought in the morning can change your whole day – good morning!
• Slow progress is better than no progress!

The third graders began working with the concept of 
multiplication this week! We learned that multiplication is 
really repeated addition and solved some basic problems. In 
social studies, we role-played the three branches of the U.S. 
government to familiarize ourselves with the role of each 
branch.

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
Aside from all the learning that goes on in our 

classroom, we have been busy writing about Chanukah! Of 
course, our writing is in Ivrit!

Mrs. Idstein
This week we studied the names of the shevatim and 

their meanings. Which two of Yaakov’s children share the 
same shoresh in their names? Ask our 4th graders!

Rabbi Waxman
This week in Language Arts, the girls learned about 

fragments and run-on sentences. The girls wrote very 
creative stories in their journals this week, and they are 
always so much fun to read them. We are also making our 
way through our list of the 100 most misspelled words in 
4th grade.

Ms. Blair
In 4th grade math, the boys are learning to make 

tables and lists as a strategy to solve problems. In science, 
we continued to work on static electricity. Students have 
been focused on learning how electrically charged objects 
behave.

Ms. Waring
In math this week, the girls learned how to apply their 

addition and subtraction skills to numbers in the millions. 
In science, we heard a story about a girl who engineers 
a solution to a problem on her farm, and we began to 
replicate her design to understand the engineering design 
process.

Mrs. Wenner
We had a great time locating and learning about the 

northeastern section of the United States during our Social 
Studies lesson. Thank you to all the parents who helped 
their son fill out the interview questions for the “My Name 
Informational Paragraph” assignment. I can’t wait to start 
writing about it next week. One question to ask your student 
is: what is a common and proper noun?

Mrs. Hechtman
Fifth Grade
Baruch HaShem, the 5th grade boys are learning with 

a geshmak! Keep it up! In Mishnayos, we started the fourth 
perek. We learned how animals could be choosy, by being a 
muad for only certain animals.

Ask your son where we learned that even animals 
notice how we dress.

In Chumash, we discussed how careful we have to be 
with our hands, from the fact that the Torah called Dasan a 
rasha.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Mandelbaum
Another full week in Fifth Grade! Finishing up 

Explorers in Social Studies (ask us about the Northwest 
Passage and the tragedy of Henry Hudson...), more of 
Newton’s Laws (when you crash into someone, who feels 
the bang?), completing our Sensory Writing paragraphs 
and getting closer to the final winner of the candy contest! 
Using the sticky note game, we’re becoming experts in 
factor pairs and finding the LCM and GCF (which can be 
quite confusing!). We enjoyed our visit to China, our special 
AR reading session and our ABC projects - round 2! Have a 
wonderful Shabbos.

P.S. Congratulations to the current Sixth Grade on 
receiving a response letter from Queen Elizabeth II! It looks 
like she really enjoyed your writing and drawing!

Mrs. Gross
Sixth Grade
What is a typewriter worth with a broken letter “e” 

key? Ask us how this connects to our possuk in Chumash! 
Speaking of Chumash, Mazel Tov! We finished Perek Yud 
Tes! What are two reasons we cover our eyes when saying 
Shema and two reasons for why we whisper “boruch 
shem…”? Fingerprinting! Why not palm-printing?! How 
does this remind us about our relationship with HaShem? 
Keep up the good work!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss Mandelbaum
The boys are really shteiging! We are working on 

understanding some cryptic words said by Rav, and all the 
different attempts the Gemara uses to explain them. What is 
the LTLT in 6B this week?

Keep it up! Have a good Shabbos.
Rabbi Lichtman
The boys’ class successfully completed the first test of 

the year! Everyone studied very hard and their scores reflect 
that.
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Now we are on to the topic of numeric and algebraic 
expressions. This is the first exposure this year to pr-
algebra.

The girls’ class finished the topic of the Properties of 
Math. Now we are on to learning about exponents and how 
we use them in real life situations. A good example is when 
buying paint for a room or house. We have to know how 
many square feet of space we need to paint.

The first test of the year is scheduled after the 
Thanksgiving break.

Dr. Thorne
This week the focus was mainly on social studies, as 

we have been wrapping up our chapter on the Early Dakota 
tribe. We made parfleche bags to replicate the buffalo hide 
bags the tribe used, and we played Jeopardy to prepare for 
our first social studies test on Thursday. 

Ms. Blair
The boys continued their exploration of energy by 

creating electrical circuits with items that are not wires.
The girls completed two engineering projects and 

began to get ready for their unit quiz.
Mrs. Wenner
Seventh Grade
“Which color filled the cup?” was an interesting 

question we discussed in Chumash.
“The dangers of a whirlpool” was a discussion we had 

in Navi.
We’ve had great preparation and participation in Parsha 

and are watching budding writers and illustrators in Ivrit 
and Dikduk. 

It was a wonderful week!!
Mrs. Engelson
Tefillos nosafos, minhagei hachag... Chanukah learning 

is underway! In Parsha, we discussed how when a person 
“gives” he actually “gets”! Ask us to share the fascinating 
Hebrew palindrome we learned in conjunction with this! 
Keep up the good work!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss Mandelbaum
Eighth Grade
Aside from learning Chumash, which discusses the 

rules for judges, we have been very busy with parsha sheets. 
The girls have been working meticulously on reading the 
pasuk and Rashi to find the answers. No wonder they do so 
well on their good old Monday morning quiz!

Mrs. Idstein
Why were the seventh and eighth graders arguing 

at breakfast this week about a bottle of milk? I even 
encouraged them to keep on arguing! What is going on 
here? Ask a seventh or eighth grader to fill you in on the 
details.

Have a great Shabbos
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
Seventh grade American History students are busy 

preparing for their unit test on the reasons why the 
American Civil War started and what was the daily life like 
during the war. Next we will look deeper into the life of a 
Reformer as students will be preparing a speech to present 
to the class.

Eighth grade Global Studies are completing an 
assessment on Wednesday on Russia. They prepared for 
their unit test earlier on the week with study guides, check-
ins, and testing their classmates. I know that they are 
well-prepared and will do great! Next we are off to Eastern 
Europe!

Mrs. Amundson
MS Language Arts
The 7th grade continues to read their class novels. The 

8th graders are working on a personal narrative that focuses 
on a theme or life lesson. One question to ask your student 
is: How is your quarter book review/AR goal going? 

Mrs. Hechtman
MS Mathematics
In middle school math, the students have continued to 

learn about exponents. We worked on raising a power to a 
power, raising a product to a power, and raising a quotient 
to a power. In the blended class, students are working on 
slope-intercept form and standard form. Overall, we have 
had a productive week in middle school math.

Ms. Waring
MS Science
This week in science we are learning how states of 

matter change: how 
solids become liquids, 
liquids become 
gas, and even how 
solids become a gas. 
Through hands on 
experiments, we 
were able to observe 
these differences and 
better understand their 
molecular changes. The boys had a fun time at the Bell 
museum and planetarium and the girls are excited to go this 
coming week! Have a good Shabbos! 

Mrs. Lang

Visiting the new Bell Museum!





Community Events Supplement

Outside Programs not sponsored by Torah Academy

RCCS AUCTION…
BACK BY POPULAR 

DEMAND…
Please join us in our mission to ride along to save 

lives of cancer patients.  All you need to do is 

VISIT OUR RCCS WEBPAGE @ 
https://www.rccsauction.org/

bashevaweinbergmindydaitchman 
AND PURCHASE AUCTION TICKETS 

and watch the donations and zechusim roll in. 
Thanks for being part of the 

RideAlong! Auction to be held on
NOVEMBER 29,2018 IN NEW YORK. 

(There will not be a RCCS event. Only online this year!)
 

GOT A QUESTION? 
PLEASE DON’T HESITATE  TO CALL 

Basheva Weinberg @ 952-913-9356.

L”N SHLOMO ELIYAHU 
ben AARON

https://www.rccsauction.org/
bashevaweinbergmindydaitchman

The American Jewish World 
local newspaper is  accepting 
entries for their 27th Annual 
AJW Hanuka Cover Contest.

They’re looking for colorful drawings  by budding 
artists to feature on the cover of the Hanuka special 
edition on Nov. 30. For the cover, they will choose 

one drawing from a student in
 1st through 8th grade.

Drawings should be a visual representation of 
the meaning of Hanuka. Artwork must be in 

a VERTICAL format.
The winning child will have his or her picture in the 

newspaper!
Think colorful! Markers work best! Think “Vertical!” 
Use Solid, White Paper! Artwork should be 8.5” Wide 
by 11 “ Tall! Please DO NOT Fold Your Masterpiece! 

Give It Your Best Artistic Shot! Entries Should Be 
Designed With a VERTICAL Format!

Each submission must be marked with the child’s 
full name, grade, school, parent’s name, address and 
phone number on the back. The deadline to submit 

artwork is 5 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 21 .
This contest is open to all students attending 1st 
through 8th grades. Artwork will not be returned 

and will become the property of the American Jewish 
World.

Send entries to:
AJW Cover Art

4820 Minnetonka Blvd., Suite #104
Minneapolis MN 55416

Saba Gottlieb helps in Pre-K twice a week!



BS”D 

The Kolenu Parsha Page 
Did you Know? 
(Facts and Insights into the Parsha that you and the family might not have known – enjoy!) 

• According to the Targum Yonoson, the local shepherds informed Lavan that Yaakov and family 
escaped. The Ba’al HaTurim writes that it was Amaleik that informed him.

• Lavan had sons in the merit of Yaakov! (Berashis Rabba 73:12)

• Levi lived the longest of the Shevatim, 137 years; Zevulun and Yoseif lived the shortest, 110 
years. (Yalkut Shimoni)

• The normal travelling time from Kiryas Arba to Charan was 17 days. Yaakov travelled the 
distance in 12 hours! (Chizkuni)

• Although most sources indicate that Rochel and Leah had the same mother and father, the 
Chizkuni cites an opinion that they had two different mothers!

Torah Riddle - 
 

 Which of the Shevatim was not named by a mother? Who named him? 
Answer can be found below the Ayin Tova case! 
 
 

Ayin Tova – Case #5 
Miriam wished to order shoes in America for her sister’s upcoming wedding and have her 
friend, Nechama, who was going for a brief visit to the States, bring them back for her. 
Nechama informed her that she was leaving to the airport at 6:00 pm, and that the shoes 
should arrive prior to that time. Miriam checked with the company, who assured her that the 
shoes would reach Nechama no later than 5:00 pm that day. When 6:00 pm came, Nechama 
had no choice but to leave, and the whereabouts of the shoes were left unknown. A distressed 
Miriam called the company to find out what occurred. They informed her that the shoes had 
been delivered at 6:10 pm! She missed having her shoes by ten minutes! 

Help Miriam have Ayin Tova for her situation. 😊😊 

Ayin Tova Case #4 
 
Bassi is the type of housewife who generally enjoys having lots of company. Late Thursday night, a bochur, whom neither she nor her husband knew, called and 
invited himself for Shabbos lunch. He mentioned that his father was visiting and asked if he could join too. Bassi acquiesced, though she did have to buy more food 
and make more dishes for her extra company. On Shabbos morning, Bassi, her husband, and all their other guests waited for the mysterious visitors to arrive. They 
never did! Not only that, they didn’t call after Shabbos with an explanation.  

Help Bassi have Ayin Tova for these people and for her situation. � 
 
Possible Suggestions – Now she has supper for Monday night! Maybe they thought they called someone else and that's why she didn't know who it was! Thanks 
for your input! 
Email suggestions to  rpidstein@torahacademymn.org - Children/families who enter will be entered in monthly raffles to win a 
prize! 

Answers – Torah Riddle – Levi – the Malach Gavriel. (Rashi)






