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Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Upcoming Dates!
Shabbos, June 10-11:05 a.m. Mechanchim Kiddush
Sunday, June 11- 10:30 a.m. Kindergarten Graduation
Monday morning, June 12-6G Yud Beis Program
Monday, June 12- 6:30 p.m. 6B-8B Eilu Metzios Siyum
Tuesday evening, June 13-8th Grade Graduation
Thursday, June 15-Early dismissal at 2:30 p.m. 
                                 PTO BBQ at 4:30 p.m.
Friday, June 16-School ends at NOON
Thursday, August 31-First Day of School 

Please join with us!
The parents of 

Bais Yaakov of the Twin Cities, 
the Yeshiva of Minneapolis, & 

Torah Academy 
are sponsoring a Kiddush in honor of 

all their children’s Rebbeim, Moros, and teachers. 
The Kiddush will IY”H be this Shabbos, 
June 10, 11:05 AM at Torah Academy.

What a tremendous opportunity to show our gratitude 
to the people who give selflessly to

 our children every day. 
Please make it a point to attend!

Sponsorships still available 
Please contact Mr. Maier Kutoff at maier.kutoff@gmail.com 

or Mr. David Schulman at dschulman@shapco.com
Sponsored in memory of Devorah Leah bas Yaakov Eliyahu~Mrs. Debi Breningstall a”h

NO BUS SERVICE for 
the rest of this year. Please 
make arrangements ahead 
of time for your children 

to get home safely!
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With gratitude to Hashem

is pleased to invite you to share
in our simcha as we recognize the

Graduating Class of 5777

Graduation will  v" take place on

" ix y"
Tuesday, June 13, 2017

6:30 p.m. Special Program for Graduates and their 
Parents, Grandparents, & Siblings

7:15 p.m. Mincha
7:30 p.m. Graduation Ceremony

in the
Torah Academy Auditorium

2800 Joppa Avenue South
St. Louis Park, Minnesota

Dessert Reception to Follow
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

From the Principal’s Desk

Mr. Ford, General Studies Principal

We’ll take your gently used materials
We are nearing the end of the school year and your 

children will be asked to empty their lockers and desks 
of all of their textbooks, workbooks, and personal 
supplies to either turn in or take home. In addition, some 
students might have a textbook or library book at home 
that they have had for some time. It would be important 
to make sure that they are returned to the school in order 
for your child to not be charged for replacing the item. 
The cost of textbooks has skyrocketed over the years and 
we are hoping that we get all the books back instead of 
having to purchase replacements.

Your child may be allowed to take home certain 
workbooks that have been partially consumed over the 
course of the school year. The students are welcomed to 
finish unused pages for review.

Each year, we ask the students to also take home 
unused supplies (pencils, markers, scissors, glue sticks, 
etc.) to be reused next year. If, for some reason, you do 
not want those items back in your house, or want your 
child to donate the items to the school, simply indicate 

This week’s parsha, Parshas Beha’aloscha speaks 
of the travels and transportation of the Mishkan, the 
Tabernacle, in the desert. The Torah records “by the 
word of HaShem they encamped, and by the word 
of HaShem they traveled.” When the cloud of glory 
above the Mishkan (Tabernacle) ascended, it was 
the signal to the nation to prepare to travel forth in 
the desert. The Mishkan was then taken apart to be 
reassembled at their next encampment. 

The Gemora teaches us that the primary 39 
classifications of prohibited work on the Sabbath 
are derived from the 39 different means of work and 
creativity that were employed in the construction of 
the Mishkan. One of those prohibited activities was 
“sosair,” destroying. The travels in the desert required 
the Kohanim to take the Mishkan apart at intervals, 
akin to destroying. The Gemora asks the following 
question. The prohibition of “destroying” is violated 
only when, for example, an edifice is destroyed with 
the intention to rebuild it in the same location. But 
the Mishkan was disassembled in one location, and 
always reconstructed in a second location! How could 
we derive the prohibition of destroying, as we define 
it, from the Mishkan? 

The Talmud responds with the above-quoted 
verse, “by the word of HaShem they encamped, and 

by the word of HaShem they rested,” and so it was 
considered as one location. Reb Naftali Trop z”l, 
explained that this response serves as a life lesson 
for our eternal relationship with our Creator. When 
an infant is in the arms and embrace of its mother, if 
it were to be asked to describe its location, traveling 
from location to location, the infant would simply 
say, “I am in my mother’s arms, the geography is 
secondary.” Its place is its mother’s embrace. So too, 
when our nation traveled in the desert, within the 
clouds of glory that enveloped them and embraced by 
the presence of HaShem, our people constantly lived 
by “the word of HaShem they encamped, and by the 
word of HaShem they traveled.” They were always 
in HaShem’s embrace as a mother carrying her child. 
HaShem carried us forth for forty years in the desert 
and He was our place, our geographical location. 
Indeed, the Tabernacle was truly assembled and 
disassembled in one and the same location, always. 

We too, must feel in all of our life’s travels and 
journeys that we are guided, sustained, and nurtured 
always by HaShem’s benevolent hand and grace. Our 
challenge in life is to foster through our observance of 
Torah and mitzvos that relationship, which will permit 
us to feel the closeness and intimacy of His presence.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

to your child that we will have bins set up in the main 
hallway for students to drop off unwanted school 
supplies. We will sort them this summer and repurpose 
them for next year in order to reduce the need to always 
replenish certain supplies.

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact me at jford@torahacademymn.org.

Sincerely,

A Community Crime Prevention program followed 
Rabbi Idstein’s “State of the School” address.



Volume XIX, Number 33
News and Views of Torah academy

June 9, 2017
Kolenu

4

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your simcha or gotten the details wrong! 
 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Want to keep your child’s 
Kriyah skills strong 
over the summer?

Flexible hours
Fun Kriyah games

Experienced Kriyah specialist
Please call or text Mrs. Bonny Wexler
for summer tutoring @ 952-270-6798

Jill Singer is available for summer tutoring. 
Please call 952-927-4803, or send an email to jillsinger612@gmail.com.

Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Ephraim and 
Leah  Kreps on the birth of a baby boy. Mazel 
tov to the  grandparents Mr. and Dr. Val Kreps 
and great-grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Irving 
Rosenblum.

Mazel Tov to Tzvi Mr. and Mrs. Moshe and 
Tali Grant on the birth of a baby boy! Mazel Tov 
to grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Shmuel and Lisa 
Etziony.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Yehuda and Esti 
Shurpin on the birth of a baby boy. Mazal Tov also 
to grandparents Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef and Chana 
Shagalow.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Tzvi and Esti 
Kupfer on the birth of a baby boy.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov and 
Shainy Kaufman on the birth of a baby boy.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Sender and Sari 
Breiner on the birth of a baby boy.

Mazel Tov to Mr. and Mrs. Ari and Ilana Dorfman 
on the birth of a baby boy. Mazel Tov to grandparents 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordechai and Chira Dorfman.

NEW Earlier Summer Hours...
The Torah Academy Wine Store will only be open 

Thursday nights from 7:00-8:30 pm

Summer tutoring 
Reading, writing, & math 

Help your child keep their grade level skills 
over the summer.

Call or email Mrs Karako 
Goldeekarako@gmail.com

612-803-4578

The 2016-2017 yearbooks are now available for purchase. 
We have a limited number of yearbooks and they will be 
sold on a first-come, first-sold basis. The yearbooks are 

$20 each and checks can be made 
payable to Torah Academy. 

Please contact the office and indicate how many copies you 
would like and how you would like to pick them up.
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continued on page 5

Around Torah Academy
Brief snippets of what is going on in the classroom from the teachers

Lunch Menu Changes 
for Next Week
Due to the many special end-of-year 
programs, the last week’s menu has been 
revised as follows:
• Monday, June 12: Hot Dogs 

on bun
• Tuesday, June 13: Grilled 

Chicken on Bun
• Wednesday, June 14: Italian 

Dunkers
• Thursday, June 15: Pizza
Please contact Mrs. Ebstein at 952-
285-8624 if you have any questions.

Welcome aboard to Mr. Matt Cleary who will 
be starting as our General Studies Principal on 
August 1, 2017.

Torah Tot 16-Month Olds
When you walk into our classroom you may hear 

animal sounds, but guess what, we are getting great at 
naming the animal with the correct sound!! Looking 
forward to enjoy seeing the mommies eat lunch with your 
toddler next week!! 

Mrs. B. Weinberg & Miss Weinberg
Torah Tot Three Year Olds
We are so excited to be getting ready for our end of the 

year event with our parents this coming Monday at 12 noon 
in our classroom.  We hope to sing a little, do a messy art 
project and have some treats.  We have also been finishing 
up our alef bais workbooks and our ABC books.  They 
will be good for playing school in the summer time.  The 
Morahs are looking forward to seeing our class and their 
parents at the kiddush this Shabbos.  Thanks in advance!

Mrs. Fishman, Miss Segal, Mrs. Kaplan & Mrs. 
Chodos

Pre-Kindergarten
Our Z’man B’yachad was the highlight of our week! 

We  had a wonderful time with our parents. Thanks for 
joining us!

We finished our Middos Books and our Alef-Bais 
Books this week. The excitement is mounting as we are 
waiting to have our Alef-Bais Siyum next week. I think we 
are ready!

The menorah, the chatzosros (Trumpets), Korban 
Pesach, birds and Lashon Harah=Parshas Behaaloscha! Ask 
you Pre-K student to explain.

Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Rapoport

Kindergarten
YES! The special day is near! Siddur Party is here!
This Sunday, June 11, at 10:30 a.m.!
We can hardly wait! B”H the Kindergarten students 

are reading beautifully… and davening beautifully each 
day! This amazing class gives us so much nachas. We know 
HaShem is proud of the Kindergarten students!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
This week in kindergarten we had our last time in the 

library. Please return any over-due books so they can 
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continued on page 7

all be checked in before the end of the year. All Mickey 
Books need to be returned by Monday, June 12, so they 
can be filed away. This next week will be the last week for 
the Kinder Construction Zone, and a big thank you to all the 
parents for their help with the many supplies. We have been 
busy getting ready for our graduation on June 11, and so 
excited for this special event.

Ms. Haase & Ms. Strand
First Grade
I cannot believe the school year in coming to a close. 

We are busy wrapping up our units in most subjects. We are 
almost done with Perek Alef in Chumash. Next week we 
will have a siyum to celebrate the occasion! 

Mrs. Herron & Mrs. Botnick
The first graders finished Superkids this week! We 

are still hard at work in math. We have been working 
on counting coins and telling time. We have also been 
doing some work on measurement. We are still working 
on science also. We are learning about matter, including 
solids, liquids, and gases. The AR field trip to Twin Lakes 
Park was so much fun! Thank you to Tova’s mother, Mrs. 
Mandelbaum, for helping on the trip.

Mrs. Singer

Second Grade
We are enjoying the beautiful weather and making the 

most out of it! We played Chumash Bigshot and Shoresh 
Elimination. What beautiful achdus between the girls.

Have a good Shabbos. Be sure to rest up before a very 
busy week! The last week of Kita Bais!

Mrs. Rothstein & Mrs. C.R.Weinberg
This week the second graders finished reading The 

Bears on Hemlock Mountain. In math we are working on 
measurement, including inches, feet, yards, cups, pints, 
quarts, and gallons. In science we are learning about matter.

Mrs. Singer
Third Grade
Mazel Tov on our completion of Parshas Vayechi! We 

are looking forward to our DOUBLE SIYUM!! We will be 
going out (Vayaitzai) to The Mall of America. We will be 
venturing to Sea Life, in conjunction as well to our unit on 
   . 

We will also be “sending” (Vayishlach) gifts to each 
other with the V’ahavta Li’rayacha game at the dollar store 
(also in the mall). There is no need to send money for the 
girls. The girls are extremely excited as they should be. This 
siyum is well deserved!!!

Mrs. Prero
The third graders spent time reviewing math facts and 

skills this week.  We completed our vocabulary unit, which 
was centered around the achievements of Amelia Earhart.  
In science, we learned how our pulse rate can change 
according to our level of physical activity.  During snack 
we have been reading about how the U.S. Constitution was 
written. 

3B Siyum & BBQ
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Demonstrations:
• Hands-Only CPR
• Fire extinguishers
• Grease fires
• Fire sprinkler/burn rooms

Displays:
• Fire trucks and equipment
• Emergency preparedness
• Older adult safety
• Smoke detectors
• File of Life – FREE
• North Memorial Helicopter 

(If available) 
• HCMC ambulance
• Police squad vehicle
• Public Works equipment
• Minnesota Safety Council
• City departments

Food:
• Hot dogs
• Chips
• Popcorn
• Cookies
• Fruit drink

For kids:
• Sparky the Fire Dog
• Squirt house
• Jumper
• Take pictures of your kids     

in “kid-sized” fire gear

Focusing on community connections

Join us on June 13, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Fire Station No. 1, 3750 Wooddale Ave. S.

Bring non-perishable food
items for STEP!

Fire Department  
Open House

SAFETY

Focusing on community connections

Both classes walked to Twin Lakes Park on Tuesday.  
We played baseball, basketball, steal the salami, jump rope, 
and more.  We enjoyed our snacks and sodas outside on a 
beautiful day.  The willingness of the students to help me 
with the equipment we brought was impressive.  They made 
the trip a very easy one for me!

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
This week we celebrated with a double siyum for 

Maseches Brachos and Parshas Vayigash. 
Rabbi Waxman
Fifth Grade
Mazal tov to the fifth grade on finishing  ! We 

also finished learning about the last  (judge) in
  ! I am so proud of all their accomplishments!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Mrs. Lichtman
It’s already our last week of school, but the learning 

is still happening! We are finally ready to publish our 
very own healthy cookbook after putting on the finishing 
touches. In Literature, we are looking at several short 
stories, including a humorous play and a story excerpt. 
History continues to fascinate with the tale of Lewis and 
Clark, Sacagawea, and the War of 1812. In Science, we 
are learning about the skin, and what an incredible organ 
it is. Math is entering a new phase—we’re learning about 
the math and patterns in the world around us. Ask us to 
draw a fractal triangle—otherwise known as a Sierpinski 
triangle! We are also looking into voronoi patterns, 
Fibonacci numbers, and more…. Math really is amazing! 
With another mini-Read-a-thon under our belts, it looks like 
we are gearing up for the challenges that are ahead! Have a 
wonderful Shabbos.

Mrs. Gross
Sixth Grade
We are nearing the end of Sefer Shmuel Alef. The 

chase is intense between Dovid and Shaul. A powerful 
lesson we can learn from Dovid is that throughout Sefer 
Tehillim he describes how he is running and hiding yet he 
never mentions Shaul’s name. We see that he recognized 
that it is all from HaShem. We look forward to finishing the 
whole sefer; it’s a huge accomplishment. We will be tested 
on the whole sefer, our very first final!!!

As we continue to learn the Shir Hamalos by heart, its 
relevance comes to life as we connect some of the perakim 
to Dovid’s travels. We look forward to singing them to .... A 
surprise awaits; stay tuned!

Good Shabbos,
Mrs. Abramczyk & your sixth grader
Shteig, shteig, and shteig some more! The sixth graders 

are steamrolling ahead and learning up a storm! We’re 
finishing up Eilu Metziyos, Parshas Yisro, and we even 
went back to Shmuel Alef! Keep up the good work! Have a 
great Shabbos. 

Rabbi Lichtman

MS Geography & History
We had a blast at the Minnesota History Center today! 

Sixth and seventh graders explored Minnesota’s history by 
visiting five interactive and fascinating exhibits. Ask your 
sixth or seventh grader about their favorite part, and make 
sure to visit it again this summer with your whole family!

Mrs. Graif
MS Language Arts
This week, students wrapped up their final projects 

for Language Arts. 6G and 7G presented their book bags 
in front of the class. They did a great job of decorating 
their bags and summarizing their books. 7B turned in the 
final drafts for their Language Arts projects. They all did 
different and creative things. Some students turned their 
short stories into comics on PowerPoint, some students 
wrote new short stories, and some did historical and 
informative PowerPoint presentations.

Ms. Strand

Inspirational Sayings of the Week
• Smile - Happiness looks wonderful on you!
• Happy people makes others happy too!

NEXT WEEK WE ARE COLLECTING SAYINGS 
FROM OUR STUDENTS! URGE YOU CHILDREN 
TO SEND IN SOME  SAYINGS!

ANY STUDENT WHO HAS HIS OR HER 
SAYING PICKED WILL WIN A PRIZE!
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Recent “On time”
Raffle Winners

Chloe Solomon
Menucha Dray

Brachi Spar
Elianna Victor

Esther Pam
Nachum Kutoff
Avrohom Pam
Max Greenberg

Yehoshua Mayer
Chaya Prero

Yechiel Kutoff
Ruchoma Botnik

Chaim Yosef Goldberger
Shaked Klein

Sarah Leah Schulman
Dovid Sklare

Tova Mandelbaum
Chesky Silverberg

Yehoshua Leib Leahy
Dovid Heisler
Asher Shertok

Chaim Shneur Goldberg
Itta Bracha Rothstein

Frumie Engelson
Chani Lowinger
Sendy Lowinger

Sarah Leah Schulman
Chaim Yosef Goldberger

Rivka Engelson
Ellie Sharon

These are the final students
 who passed their personal 

“Yedios Kloliyos” goals

Lipa Silverberg
Sara Leah Goldberg

Olivia Zucker
Asher Silverman
Ayelet Pitterman

Yitzchak Fredman
Bailey Nussbaum

Yakov Kutoff
Leah Baker

Leah Sherman
Shimon Silverberg

Esther Sherman
Amanda Zucker
Elianna Victor

Chana Basha Fredman
Yehuda Heisler

Winners of the 
“Shteigo” game 

for the middah of 
Proper Speech

Guita Borenstein
Tybie Jaffa

Sarah Idstein
Rivka Engelson

Sara Miriam Kvasnik
Esther Pam

Chaya Cohen
Gedalia Flinkenstein

Gavi Kupfer
Mordy Schulman

Yechiel Silverberg
Josh Silverberg

6G is excited to prepare for their Yud Beis (Bas 
Mitzvah) Program on Monday.
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TORAH ACADEMY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SIYUM!

Date: June 12, 2017
Time: 6:30 PM

Join us as we mark the accomplishments of  
our Middle School Boys!

Our 6th-8th grade boys have finished the 
2nd perek of  Baba Metzia!

Let us celebrate this siyum in 
anticipation of  many more!

All students will receive a gift 
to mark the occasion!

Program to conclude by 8 PM

RSVP to office@torahacademymn.org

Program oPen

 to Parents and 
grandParents!

We are thrilled to share in your nachas!

Inviting women & girls!

7G Proudly Presents:
“Do You Believe It?”
A performance about the 
13 Principles of Emunah

Thursday, June 15th, 10:30 a.m. 
in the Torah Academy Gym
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PTO invites all parents and students 
to an end of the School year BBQ! 

Fern Hill Park 
4:30-5:45 PM 

Rain location:  TA Gym 

Menu 

Hot dogs,  

Hamburgers, 

Pickles,  

Cole Slaw,  

Watermelon, 

Chips,  

Freeze Pops, 

drinks and 

more…. 

$8 a person or 

$30 a family 

Special Entertainment 
for children of all ages 

“Pros of the Rope”! 
ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT! 
Parents are responsible for supervising their own children. 

Date: Thursday,  

June  15, 2017 
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Our students took a step back in time at the Minnesota History Center

First grade visited second grade!
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Thank you so much for planning and executing an amazing 
trip to Metropolis this week. Our daughter had a wonderful time 
and can’t stop talking about it. I appreciate all of your efforts to get 
the kids excited about learning. 

Thank you!

Date: May 26, 2017 at 6:06:19 PM CDT 
To: Pinchus Idstein <Rpidstein@torahacademymn.org> 
Subject: Thank you to a teacher

Hi, 
I wanted to let you know that I heard from other parents how 

hard Mrs Abramczyk is working to ensure the Bas Mitzvah play is 
a success- she’s put in many hours (even after school and when 
she was sick) in order to give to her students and go above and 
beyond! 

Kol Hakavoed to such a wonderful staff member! I can’t wait 
for my daughter to be in her class! 

Date: May 25, 2017 at 7:31:04 PM CDT 
To: “’rpidstein@torahacademymn. org’” <rpidstein@
torahacademymn.org> 
Subject: Wow!

Thank you for knocking it out of the park with the trip today. 
My children came home thrilled and looking forward to more 
Yedios Klaliyos programming next year. Yasher Koach.

Ty so much ch for giving the kids a such a nice day!!!

I am hearing great reviews from the trip from a bunch of kids in my 
house. Hope the staff enjoyed as well. Thank you! 

 We get email (and texts)...

8th grade had an amazing 
graduation trip to 
Denver, Colorado!

A class AR 
☺trip to 

Twin Lakes 
Park was 
also fun!
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BS”D 

The Kolenu Parsha Page 
(Please use to enhance your Shabbos Meal) 

Who Am I? 
(Guess who I am from the following clues; often the answer is Parsha related) 

1. I equal a yovel, 
2. I look like parentheses, 
3. I change 5 to 7, 
4. I divide tragedy! 

1. Go up, 
2. Step up, 
3. I was compensation,  
4. I was not for brightness!  

Answers can be found below the Inspirational Story!                                                                         

Torah Riddle 
How many books of the Chumash are there? (Not so simple, but there is a hint on the page!) 
Answer can be found below the Inspirational Story! 

Inspirational Story of the Week – 
Rabbi Dovid Feinstein shlita, Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta Tiferes Jerusalem, said of his illustrious father, 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zt’l: “My father never wasted a minute, but if a poor or troubled person needed time to 
pour out his heart, my father would spare it for him.”

Rabbi Yisroel Eidelman, Executive Vice President of Tifereth Jerusalem, once approached Reb Moshe’s 
door and heard the sounds of singing coming from the apartment.  When Rabbi Eidelman entered, he found Reb 
Moshe sitting at the dining room table listening to an elderly chazzan entertaining Reb Moshe with a cantorial 
rendition.  When the chazzan completed a piece, he turned to Reb Moshe and asked, “Was it good?”, with Reb 
Moshe replying, “Yes, it was good!”  

Appearing pleased and happy, the man left Reb Moshe’s apartment.  After the elderly man left, Reb Moshe 
turned to Rabbi Eidelman and explained, “Every person has his own individual needs - this man needs me to 
listen to him sing and give my approval.     

 
--------------------------------------------------------

On another occasion, a young rov arrived at a wedding to which he had been asked to serve as mesader 
kiddushin.  He was shocked  to see Reb Moshe among the guests.  The rov hurried over to the fathers of the 
bride and groom and said, “How could you ask me to officiate when you invited Reb Moshe? I would never 
have the nerve to officiate in his presence.”  Both fathers insisted that they had not invited Reb Moshe and had 
no idea why he was present.

The rov approached Reb Moshe and said, “May I ask the Rosh Yeshiva what is his connection to this 
simchah?”

Reb Moshe replied, “This morning I was riding the elevator in the apartment building in which I live, when 
a man turned to me and said, ‘The Rosh Yeshiva does not know me, although I have been residing in this 
building for many years.  My granddaughter is getting married tonight and it would mean a lot to me if the Rosh 
Yeshiva would attend.’…….That is why I am here.”
(From “The Gift of Speech”)
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Answers – Who Am I? The upside down Nuns (Left side) The Lights of the Menora (Right side) 
Torah Riddle – 7  
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Prepare your passports!! 

Activity: Ice Hockey 

Destination: Hat Trick Arena 

When: Sunday, June 11th  
   11:45 - 2:00 (Following Sunday Learning Program) 

ד“בס  
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