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Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
Sunday, June 3: Sunday morning program 8:45 am-12:15 pm
Monday, June 4: Pre-K Zman B’Yachad 11:30 am
Shabbos, June 9: Mechanchim Kiddush at Torah Academy
Sunday, June 10: Sunday morning program 8:45 am-12:15 pm
Sunday, June 10: Kindergarten Graduation & Siddur Party 10:30 am
Monday, June 11: 6G Bas Mitzvah Project 10:00 am (NO BUS)
Monday, June 11: Middle School Gemara Siyum 6:30-8:00 pm (NO BUS)
Tuesday, June 12: Boys’ 8th Grade Graduation (NO BUS)
Wednesday, June 13: Girls’ 8th Grade Graduation (NO BUS)
Thursday, June 14: Early dismissal at 2:15 pm; PTO BBQ 4:30-5:45 pm (NO BUS)
Friday, June 15: K-8 dismissed at Noon; Torah Tots & Pre-K dismissed at 12:30 pm (NO BUS)

Thank you to Rabbi Prero and all the chaperones who enabled the 
students to celebrate reaching their Yedios Keloliyos goals 

with such a fun-fil led day!



You’re invited 
to both of our 
graduations!

Please come 
celebrate 

with our 8th 
graders!
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Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

The last session of Homework Help will be Monday, June 4th.

“It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age 
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was 
the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair, we had everything before 
us, we had nothing before us.”

I feel the opening from Dickens, A Tale of 
Two Cities, displays the contrast a school year can 
bring—So much happiness and laughter, but also 
tears and frustration.  So many learning opportunities, 
but also opportunities to fail.  So many wonderful 
memories were created this year, both inside and 
outside of the classroom.

The amount of information each student is 
exposed to throughout the year is remarkable!  I have 
multiple three ring binders filled with learning targets.  
We have AR scores that display the number of books 

students have read throughout the year.  We have 
SuccessMaker data that tracks the amount of time and 
the number of problems completed in both reading 
and math.  

With these successes, also came some 
setbacks.  I had to make visits to classrooms and 
phone calls home.  Students spent lunches in my 
office and served time after school.  Students still 
make mistakes and we will do our best to correct those 
mistakes.

As we approach the end of the year, let us 
reflect upon the best and the worst.  We all hopefully 
became wiser, but occasionally we all may have acted 
foolishly.  Our beliefs may waiver, and we may get 
caught up in times of despair, but may we never lose 
hope.  We have everything before us!  Let’s take a 
moment to reflect and be in awe of where we are, what 
we have, and the growth we have made.

As the Jewish nation journeys forth to the Land 
of Israel, Moshe invites his father-in-law, Yisro, 
to accompany them. Moshe reassures Yisro, who 
had earlier joined the Jewish nation, that he will be 
treated well. Yisro demurs, however, telling Moshe 
that he plans to return to his native land of Midian. 
Moshe pleads with Yisro not to abandon the nation 
on its travels “for you have been as eyes to us.” 
Rashi understands this to mean “you will illuminate 
our eyes” (10:31). Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Bloch z”l 
ponders the necessity for Yisro to enlighten the Jewish 
nation. After all, they were being led by Moshe, the 
greatest of all prophets, Aharon the High-Priest, and 
the Seventy Elders. Additionally, the people were 
surrounded by HaShem’s Presence in the Ark and the 
Cloud of Glory. What could possibly be missing from 
this assemblage of greatness and spirituality? 

Reb Elya Meir answers as follows: The Jewish 
leaders had been born into great and noble families. 
As such, they were educated in Torah ideals from their 
earliest days and charged with carrying on the mission 
of their forebears. Yisro, in contrast, had been living in 
Midian as an idolatrous priest. He came to recognize 

HaShem and His Torah of his own accord. In his 
struggle and search for truth, Yisro discerned the 
fallacy of his religion and committed himself to living 
as a Jew. Consequently, Yisro was a unique role model 
who carried a special message for all of mankind. He 
displayed the inherent potential for greatness which is 
embedded in every person. Irrespective of upbringing 
and background, with will and desire, anyone could 
reach the loftiest of heights. It was for this reason that 
Moshe begged Yisro to remain with the nation, so 
that he might be a living testimony to man’s innate 
capacity for greatness and his ability to completely 
transform himself. 

We are fortunate today to be surrounded by many 
people who have unlocked that hidden potential 
within themselves – men and women who have 
bravely embarked on a journey to reclaim a heritage 
long forgotten. By their shining example, the rest of 
us can marvel at and consider the greatness imbedded 
within each one of us.

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
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May the Omnipresent console you among the other mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your 
simcha or gotten the details wrong! 

 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-
8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

Dress Code Reminders!!
•The School Dress Code requires knee high socks for girls and ankle socks for boys. Now that the 
weather is nicer, we ask that all parents help us in uphold the dress code.

•Additionally, many students are still wearing sweatshirts to school. While we allow other sweatshirts 
for playing outdoors during the winter, it is not necessary to wear thicker, bigger and warmer 
sweatshirts at this point in the year. We respectfully ask parents to help us enforce the dress code by 
not allowing their sons or daughters to come to school in non-uniform sweatshirts.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Maier and 
Adinah Kutoff on the engagement of their 
daughter Miriam to Yitzchok Isaac Tendler of 
Baltimore. May the wedding take place b’shaah 
tovah u’mutzlachas.

Our condolences to Rabbi Avrum Kaufmann on the loss of his mother, 
Phyllis D. Kaufmann, Freeda Gisha bas Shmuel a”h

The day of learning on 22 Sivan (June 5) is being sponsored by 
Dr. David Griver in honor of the yahrzeit of 

his father, HaRav Noach ben HaRav Chaim Yosef, .
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Classroom Close-up
5th Grade Girls Judaic Studies ~ Mrs. Lichtman

Exciting and educational is how we would describe life in fifth grade! It is both fun-filled and fulfilling. 
Davening at the beginning of the day impresses on our girls the idea that the success of anything 

requires Tefilla. We take some time to formulate in our minds, and then on paper, how we can personally 
connect to Hashem (C.T.H). We translate different parts of davening, giving the students a better 
understanding of what they are saying. 

Our Chumash lessons have been interesting and inspiring! We studied Klal Yisroel’s stay in Mitzrayim 
and how they clung to their forefathers’ ideals until HaShem set them free. Developing our Chumash skills 
is a major focus as we break-up words and pesukim. This leads us to Rashi’s analytical questions and 
explanations, as the girls work on reading the Rashis independently. 

Our weekly Pirkei Avos lessons helped us learn and internalize many middos. We sang the mishna, 
depicted it through our drawings, and read stories that brought out the lesson. 

Yesodei Halashon is a highlight! It is designed to enhance the way we speak to others. For ten minutes 
each day, we learn, discuss, and apply what we’ve learned. It is a great way to work on our Bein Adam 
L’chaveiro! Our class even won last month’s national raffle! 

Kriah was a big focus this year. In this daily review, the girls read as a group and individually. They 
gained confidence and familiarity with many hard-to-read words while reinforcing their Hebrew reading 
skills.

Eretz Chemda was new to us this year! It was a beautiful way to learn the mitzvos that apply in Eretz 
Yisroel. We had live, interactive classes directly from Yerushalayim! We hope to have the zechus to put the 
mitzvos into practice very soon! 

Last but not least, comes Navi! We travel back to the times of the Shoftim, focusing on key phrases 
and the lessons in each perek. This gives the girls an appreciation for this significant period in our history. 

As we wrap up the year, we are in the process of our “climbing higher” scrapbook. We highlight the 
many pesukim in Chumash and Navi that we’ve learned and climb with them to the next level by applying 
them to life! 

As I reflect on the accomplishments of each day, I’m warmed by that fact that I have such a zechus. 
Stop by and see why the girls are so eager to come to school each day!



Date: May 30, 2018 at 12:35:40 AM CDT 
To: Rabbi Idstein <rpidstein@torahacademymn.org> 
Subject: Re: A great time was had by all!

Thank you for all of the time and  incredible 
planning that went into today!! Our kids had 
a blast every step of the way and even better 
than the trip is that they remember what they 
learned!!!

Dear Rabbi Idstein,  
   
I thought you would like to hear that director of 
Cahill School, who was our teacher today, said 
that we were her best behaved class of the entire 
year!!!  
 
Jill S.

Thank you so much for amazing trips today!!! 
My boys have been home for over an hr already 
and they haven’t stop talking about every detail. 
Shabsi just said , mommy ask me questions 
about the day! They had a gr8 x!!!

Hi Rabbi Idstein. It’s Rabbi Lichtman.
It’s Yedios Keloliyos day, trip day.
I just wanted to let you know that the boys got 
their first big Kiddush HaShem at the Rockin 
Jump where the lady, the manager, said they 
were the most polite group that she ever had.
I didn’t want to forget to tell you.
So I wanted to make sure you got that message.
We’ll see you later. Have a great day. 

2 Emails from Parents.... 2 Messages from Teachers....

Yedios Keloliyos Trip!
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continued on page 8

The View from The Classroom

The 2017-2018 Torah Academy yearbooks 
are now available for purchase!

They’re here! The yearbooks are $20 each and “in stock” now. Please indicate 
if you would prefer a book that features the 8th grade girls OR the 8th 
grade boys as we have two different editions for sale this year. The rest of 
the pages in the yearbook are the same.

Student name:_____________________________  Grade:_________
# of copies with 8B_____   # of copies with 8G_____ 
Total Amount enclosed $____ 
Please send a check made out to Torah Academy or cash (exact amount) for the total 
to the attention of Rabbi Prero. Payment must accompany your order!

Preparing treats 
for Pre-K Z’man 

B’Yachad!

Torah Tot 16-Month Olds
“A sheep says ______.” “A cow says ______.” Ask us 

to fill in the blanks!
Good Shabbos!
Mrs. B. Weinberg & Mrs. Rotkin 
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
Squares are everywhere! We’ve been finding shapes all 

around the world.
Our caterpillars have metamorphosed. We are waiting 

patiently!
Letter zayin was very ziggly! Have a great Shabbos,
Mrs. Goldberger, Mrs. Goldberg, Miss Weinberg, & 

Miss Miller
Pre-Kindergarten
Pre-K has been so busy getting ready for Z’man 

B’yachad which is this coming Monday!!!

We made flower centerpieces and delicious treats to 
share with our parents. We can’t wait to show them how 
much fun we have learning!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Rapoport
Kindergarten
The Kindergarteners are bursting with excitement as 

we near the momentous occasion of their Siddur Party-
Graduation!

~Sunday, June 10, at 10:30 a.m.~
Of course, they are practicing songs and individual 

parts, but most of all, they are perfecting their Kriah skills 
and remembering to always daven properly with kavana. 
Only then are they ready to receive their special gifts of 
their first siddurim! You are all invited to share in this 
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continued on page 9

Reminders!
• Please return field trip forms as soon as they come home! The children are 

disappointed if they have to miss out.
• Please search your house for any school library books and send them in as soon 

as possible so your family is not charged a fine.

Moshe Saad, first grader, worked on a research project 
about lions. He read books, took notes, and wrote a report. 
Good job, Moshe!

special nachas!
Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
The kindergarteners have been reading books and 

doing comprehension questions to continue the Super Kids 
Program. In math, we have been working on time, calendar 
events, and seasonal event changes. This was the last week 
for the Construction Zone, and thank you for the many 
items you sent in.

Please keep a look out for any Torah Academy library 
books in your house and return them. 

Ms. Haase & Mrs. Hechtman
First Grade
We had a great time on the Yedios Keloliyos trip! 

Thank you to Rabbi Prero for all his hard work to organize 
the trip! During the few days of class this week, we still 
accomplished a lot in Chumash and our ivrit unit on 
Mishpacha (family).

Mrs. Herron
This week in Superkids the first graders worked on 

reading and spelling words with long and short double 
o. They also worked on following written directions, 
categorization, “tag along e”, and hard and soft c and g. In 
math we worked on addition and subtraction through 20, 

finding missing parts of number sentences, and adding tens 
and ones.

Mrs. Singer
Second Grade
It  has been an action-packed week in Kita Bais! Fron 

one field trip to another… and more to come!
What   word did we find in Chumash this 

week? The pacifier candy kept us on our toes! We began 
reviewing our  for our end of year assessment.

Our Chumash partnerships were quite a nice change 
from the regular routine.

Have a good Shabbos!
Mrs. Rothstein & Mrs. C.R.Weinberg
On Wednesday, the second graders traveled back 

to the year 1900 at Old Cahill School. They learned so 
much about the history of the United States and the lives 
of Minnesota pioneer children. In addition to writing 
lessons on slates, the students put on a short play about 
Oliver Kelley in the historic Grange Hall. We ended with 
a game of Find the Thimble. Thank you to Tova’s dad, Mr. 
Mandelbaum, and Carmit’s dad, Mr. Maruani, for coming 
along.

Mrs. Singer
Third Grade
What a week! Yidios Keloliyos trip was b”H a 

complete success. All the activities were enjoyed by all. The 
achdus, kindness and all around middos tovos were shown 
by all the girls! What a kiddush Hashem. 

WE FINISHED A PARSHA!!!!
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Second grade going back in time at Old Cahill School in Edina.

WHICH PARSHA????
PARSHAS VAYEITZEI!!!!
MAZEL TOV!!!!!
IM YIRTZAH HASHEM BY YOU!!!!
AMEIN!
The girls loved going to classes to have them share in 

their simcha! We even went to a class that was having a 
siyum!

Mazel tov to the eighth grade girls who completed the 
entire sefer of Melachim Aleph! 

May all the girls continue to bring nachas!!!
Have a stupendous Shabbos!
Mrs. Prero
The boys enjoyed a most amazing trip on Tuesday! 

Thank you to Rabbi Prero for all the arrangements and 
coordination for planning such an amazing trip! We are 
already looking forward to next year’s trip!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
What a wonderful trip we had on Tuesday for Yedios 

Keloliyos! I was so proud of the impeccable behavior 
displayed by our first through fourth graders at every stop. 
(That was the group I chaperoned.)

This week the third grade classes will wrap up their AR 
goals, work on long division, and tackle a new vocabulary 
unit. We are continuing to focus on the skill of working 
independently, and the students are rising to the challenge 
every day.

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
This week we took a 200 question multiple-choice test. 

It covered basic Hebrew words from Chumash Bereishis. I 
was amazed at the high level that the students achieved on 
this test, with many boys knowing 90% of the translations. 
Many of the words had been taught in prior years—so, 
another great job by 4B!

Rabbi Waxman

The fourth grade students have begun working on their 
own experiments, following the steps of the design process.

Miss Greenberg
The 4th grade boys and girls had a fabulous time on the 

Yedios Keloliyos trip. The scavenger hunt was amazing and 
the children really enjoyed the boat ride on the lake. Their 
final destination, Rockin Jump, was a huge success. 

Mrs. Karako
Fifth Grade
See our Classroom Closeup!
Mrs. Lichtman
Only three short days, but lots to accomplish! With 

a student-created Math Review and Test, Vocabulary 
games (and yes, another test!), and loads of review - and 
something fun prepped for Science, there’s still what to 
keep busy with. Lina and Doon are discovering what the 
diamond does, our letters to the Queen are almost complete, 
we have disembarked at our last country of the year - 
Canada (but don’t worry, we’ll be “Out of this World!” 
next week!), and are learning more about how the pioneers 
shaped this country. It may be the end of the year, but 
learning is never finished. Have a wonderful Shabbos. 

Mrs. Gross
Sixth Grade
What an exciting week we had! From the Yedios 

Keloliyos trip to preparing for our Bas Mitzvah 
performance, we utilized the precious moments!

Have a wonderful Shabbos!
Miss Mandelbaum
The sixth grade students have begun working on their 

projects describing the parts of a wave. Additionally, they 
continue to work on their graphs in math class.

Miss Greenberg

continued on page 10
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PTO invites all parents and students 
to an end of the School year BBQ! 

Fern Hill Park 
4:30-5:45 PM 

Rain location:  TA Gym 

Menu 

Hot dogs,  

Hamburgers, 

Pickles,  

Cole Slaw,  

Watermelon, 

Chips,  

Freeze Pops, 

drinks and 

more…. 

$8 a person or 

$30 a family 

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT! 
Parents are responsible for supervising their own children. 

Date: Thursday,  

June  14, 2018 

Seventh Grade
Bnei Yisrael traveled 

to a mountain. Why was it 
called its name? Wait, how 
can there have even been 
a mountain? The year may 
be winding down but not 
the learning! Some girls 
have been preparing for the 
upcoming Navi final. Keep 
it up!

Mrs. Engelson
Elephant organizer?! 

Yup! Ask us how this 
connects to our new 
Hilchos Shabbos unit. Each 
presentation was so creative 
and unique—I see many 
future teachers . Stop by 
the halls to learn various 
practical Hilchos Shabbos.

Have a wonderful 
Shabbos.

Miss Mandelbaum
Eighth Grade
A HUGE mazel tov 

to the eighth graders upon 
finishing perek Keitzad 
Haregel! Baruch Hashem, 
the boys have done an 
amazing job, learning and 
reviewing the perek! May 
you continue to always 
learn with a geshmak and 
make many more siyumim! 
We are all looking forward 
to our amazing trip to 
Colorado next week iy”H.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & 

History
Eighth graders have successfully journeyed around the world, finishing the year by studying Australia, Oceania and 

Antarctica. Seventh graders continue to study the history of World War II. Both seventh and eighth grades will be visiting 
James J. Hill House this week, the Saint Paul mansion of the industrialist and “Empire Builder” who operated the Great 
Northern Railway at the turn of the 20th century.

Mrs. Graif
MS Language Arts
Have a wonderful trip 8th grade! On Monday and Tuesday, 7th grade will take a final in Language Arts. The first part 

is analyzing a story for theme and plot. The second part will be terms we learned this year. We reviewed and studied for 
the final this week. Students are allowed to use one index card on the final. I strongly recommend they use it on terms they 
don’t remember. Please reach out with any questions or concerns.

Mrs. Hechtman



BS”D 

The Kolenu Parsha Page 
Did you Know? 
(Facts and Insights into the Parsha that you and the family might not have known – enjoy!) 

• All Mitzvos should be done with the appropriate Kavono. The one exception is 
humility. Only when modesty is sincere, is it a virtue. (Kotzker Rebbe)

• The menorah in the Temple had 7 stems, 9 flowers, 11 pomegranates, and 22 
cups. Its height was, according to one opinion, 17 handbreadths. These numbers 
correspond to the number of words in the first verse of each Book of the Torah:
The first verse of Bereishis has 7 words; the first verse of Shemos has 11 
words; Vayikra 9 words; Bamidbar 17 words; Devarim 22 words. (Vilna Gaon)

• Altogether, at least 21 trumpet sounds were blown in the Beis Hamikdash every 
day. Three in the morning, to signal that the gates were opened. Nine during the 
daily tamid offering of the morning. Nine during the daily tamid offering of the 
afternoon. In addition, another nine on days when there was a mussaf sacrifice. 
On every erev Shabbos, three sounds were blown in the afternoon to remind 
people that it was time to stop working. As Shabbos was about to begin, 
another three sounds were blown. 

• Eldad and Meidad were Moshe's brothers. Moshe's parents divorced due to the 
Egyptian decree that the babies be cast into the Nile. Moshe's mother then 
married someone else and bore Eldad and Meidad. (Targum Yonasan) 

 
Torah Riddle - 
Which two people appear in the parsha, but nowhere else in Tanach? 
Answer can be found below the Tefilla Insights! 
 

 
Tefilla Insights – Baruch Hu u’Varuch Shimo! 
 Each time a person hears the beginning of a Brocha – he should respond 
with “Baruch Hu u’varuch Shimo.” This means, blessed is He and blessed is his 
name. Aside from the indication from a Torah verse for this practice, there is 
a simple explanation of its significance. If we are required to bless a human 
tzadik when mentioning his name, how much more so should we bless the 
mention of the Ultimate Tzadik of the entire universe! 

(Mishnah Brura 124) 
 

Answers – Eldad & Meidad.



Please join with us!
The parents of 

Bais Yaakov of the Twin Cities, 
the Yeshiva of Minneapolis, & 

Torah Academy 
are sponsoring a Kiddush in honor of 

all their children’s Rebbeim, Moros, and teachers. 
The Kiddush will IY”H be on Shabbos, 

June 9, at Torah Academy.
What a tremendous opportunity to show our gratitude 

to the people who give selflessly to
 our children every day. 

Please make it a point to attend!
Sponsorships are still available 

Please contact Mr. Maier Kutoff at maier.kutoff@gmail.com 
or Mr. David Schulman at dschulman@shapco.com

Sponsored in memory of Devorah Leah bas Yaakov Eliyahu~Mrs. Debi Breningstall a”h


