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Parshas Vayikra~Parshas Hachodesh Hadlokas Neros  7:01 p.m.

2800 Joppa Avenue South · St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
Telephone [952] 920-6630 · Fax [952] 922-7844 · office@torahacademymn.org

A partner agency with the Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Thank you for supporting 
Torah Academy!

Important Dates
March 16 & March 23-Dismissal at 1:30 p.m.-Enrichment until 2:15 p.m.-NO BUS

March 18 & March 25- Sunday Morning Program 8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

March 26-28- No Bus Service

Wednesday, March 28- Grades K-5 only with 2:00 pm Early Dismissal- 
Bring a BAG LUNCH- No Torah Tots, No Pre-K, No Aftercare

Thursday, March 29-Monday, April 9- 
NO SCHOOL Pesach Break

Tuesday, April 10-Classes resume at 8:00 am 

Shaimos Collection Continues until Sunday Morning Only
Torah Academy will be collecting Shaimos

Friday 8:10 AM-1:30 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM – 11:00 AM 

COST: $10 Per Bag
Please bring your shaimos in Paper Bags ONLY!!

and please make your payment in the Torah Academy Office.

2nd grade ar reward activity



Volume XX, Number 21
News and Views of Torah academy

March 16, 2018
Kolenu

2

Rabbi Idstein, Menahel

A Torah Thought from Rabbi Idstein...

Mr. Cleary, General Studies Principal

Mr. Cleary’s Corner

The Book of Vayikra deals primarily with the laws 
of the Temple service, especially that of the various 
Korbanos, offerings. These sacrifices were imbued 
with a great power to bring atonement and national 
security. The rationale for the particular procedures 
and root of the offerings’ potency transcend human 
comprehension—they are of the Divine. There 
are, however, many lessons to be derived from 
the pesukim that describe them. A recurring and 
prominent theme is that the anticipated closeness 
between man and HaShem that the Korbanos would 
induce are not a product of man providing Him with 
lavish and expensive “gifts,” but rather a product of 
the person’s pureness and sincerity of heart. 

This principle is illustrated by the offering of the 
impoverished man who could only afford to bring an 
offering of flour. It is only here that the Torah refers 
to one who brings an offering as a “nefesh,” a “soul.” 
The Gemora tells us that HaShem, seeing the poor 

man’s humility and self-sacrifice to bring even this 
simple offering, says, “I consider it as if you offered 
your very soul.” The offerings were not a way to 
placate G-d with our possessions, but rather as a 
means to draw close with our heart and soul. Perhaps 
it is because of this symbolism that, when we pray for 
the restoration of the Temple at the conclusion of the 
Amidah, the simple flour offering is specified—“May 
it be Your will...that the Temple be rebuilt speedily 
in our days ... Then the flour offerings of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to G-d, like the days of 
yore.” While we no longer have the Temple and its 
inspiring service, we still have our own hearts to offer 
to G-d, in purity and sincerity.

This thought is apropos as we enter Chodesh 
Nisan, the month of our liberation from Egypt and 
the month in which we became a Jewish nation. The 
essence of who we are and all that we do is to build, 
foster, and nurture our relationship with our Creator! 

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

This week, the 3rd and final trimester started!  I’d 
like to offer three ways your child can successfully 
finish the year:  Be on time throughout the day, have 
a positive attitude, and be immersed in a culture of 
reading outside of school.  If every student here at 
Torah Academy did these three things, we would have 
an outstanding finish to the school year.  The most 
wonderful news is, we can control all three of these 
attributes!

Being on time.  This is necessary for both the 
student and the class they are in.  This doesn’t just 
mean arriving to school on time; it applies throughout 
the day.  Be on time coming back from lunch, be on 
time traveling from math to science, and be on time to 
davening.  A late student disrupts the entire class and 
misses out on what is, often times, vital instruction.

Show up with the right attitude.  I have the 
privilege to start my day at the door and watch so 
many positive, smiling faces enter into the building.  
There are so many quotes about attitude that I 
constantly use, but recently, I have added a new one to 
my repertoire, “yet.”  That’s it.  I have said it to many 
students and it is powerful!  When a student says, “I 
can’t do this,” my response is, “yet.”  When a student 
says, “I don’t know how to do this,” our response 
should be, “yet.”  What an amazing change in mindset 

and the meaning of a statement.
Are you a reading and writing role model?  I 

know, most of you probably are.  Students who see 
parents reading and writing have greater success in 
reading.  Do you want your child’s test scores to go 
up?  Read.  Better yet, read to them or with them.  As 
I have mentioned before, my daughter is a struggling 
reader.  Recently, I bought two of the same book and 
we sit together and take turns reading.  My daughter 
asks every night at the dinner table, “Are we reading 
tonight?”  I have a struggling reader who wants to 
read because of the culture I try to create at home.

We still have so much to accomplish this year.  
Please motivate your children to be on time, in all 
they do.  Encourage them to show up with the right 
attitude.  Stimulate them by increasing your family’s 
culture of reading.  Thank you for the first two 
trimesters, I look forward to continue to grow, as we 
enter the final stretch. 

Od Yosef Chai
Total collected 

$6,349.73!
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We apologize if we inadvertently omitted your 
simcha or gotten the details wrong! 

 To share news with the editor please  call 952-285-
8603 or email office@torahacademymn.org

You can sponsor Rosh Chodesh treats for the month of Iyar
in honor of a simcha or 

in memory of a loved one for a 
sponsorship fee of $36.

 Contact the Torah Academy Parents Connection Group
 at parentsoftamn@gmail.com.

Now for 
teachers, too!

Summer is coming!
Camp Ruach applications are 

now available. 
Contact Mrs. Ebstein at

 shaynab@torahacademymn.org or 
952.285.8624. 

Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Adam and 
Aviva Crystal on the birth of a baby girl. Mazel 
Tov to grandparents Dr. Nesanel Breningstall,  
Mr. and Mrs. Yochanan and Gloria Crystal, and 
great-grandmother Mrs. Eleanor Glick.

The Rosh Chodesh treats for Nisan 
are being sponsored l’zecher nishmas

    
By her children and grandchildren

Rabbi & Mrs. Yehoshua & Racheli Borenstein and 
Mr. & Mrs. David & Esti Spar and their families.

Aftercare reminders! Beginning the week of March 19 – 
• If you are in need of aftercare, call Mrs. Ebstein at 952.285.8624 or the front office at 

952.920.6630 to confirm a space. Do not ask the teachers in Torah Tots.
• All aftercare arrangements need to be made by 12:30 p.m.
• If your child will be staying in aftercare, you need to purchase a punch card prior to 

your child staying. 
• Even after you purchase a punch card, you must make sure that there is space for your 

child on any particular day when you would like your child to stay.

At this point, over 136,000 have been 
accumulated and almost 1/2 of the students 
have attained their goal.

Hint of the week:
We are now within a month of the Yom 

Tov of Pesach, and the school is filled with 
classes learning about and preparing for the 
Seder. Have your child practice and be tested 
on the Simanei Haseder (the 15 steps of the 
Seder) which can be found on page 40.Celebrat ing “Pi Day” with Dr. Thorne in math class

Federation Scholarship Deadline is Sunday!
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classroom close-up
8th Grade Girls Judaic Studies ~ Mrs. Idstein and Mrs. Greenberg

Mrs. Idstein
“Fundraising, graduation and learning” is what any 8th grader would say takes place in their school year. But 

not this year’s 8th grade girls! Learning, of course takes first place, then fundraising, and then, with mixed emotions, 
graduation.

So...what makes learning so exciting?! After a short insight that we read about a specific tefillah and after davening, 
we begin our learning day with Chumash.

Suppose you’d be leaving your family and friends for a long trip, lasting many years. What would your departing 
words be? What would you ask your family members to remember most? What advice would you give them? What 
might you tell them to do or not to do?

Sefer Devorim, which is what we are learning this year, can be used as your guide. Moshe tells his nation that soon 
he will take leave of them, and he spends his last days instructing them on how to continue without him.

As we read each pasuk and topic, we discuss the important guidelines that Moshe gave to the B’nai Yisroel, about 
how to live a life faithful to the Torah and HaShem.

Our classroom discussions are lively, as we take these topics and apply them to our everyday lives with stories, 
poems, articles, and speakers from the community.

We’ve touched upon topics, such as the love for Eretz Yisroel, belief in HaShem, how much HaShem loves us, and 
many other topics. 

In addition to Chumash, we learn Parsha and Ivrit, as well as continuing to practice our Kriah.
In Parsha, a packet of questions on the parsha is given out at the beginning of the week. The girls have some time 

to answer these questions as group work in class and some at home. The questions are on the basic parsha as well as 
Rashi questions. The girls practice and advance their translation skills, as well as their thinking skills, when working 
through these sheets. We review them on Friday and are quizzed on Monday!

In Ivrit, the girls read a story book in Ivrit and do comprehension and grammar exercises about the story. Once 
again, this is another way to increase their Hebrew vocabulary, fluency in reading, and general comprehension of a 
Hebrew written script.

By the time this is done, it’s 10:10 a.m. and the recess bell has rung! Oh wait...we still have to talk about 
fundraising. All donations are welcome!!

Mrs. Greenberg
Walk into the girls’ eighth grade classroom and you will feel the energy to learn with which the students are 

charged.
continued on page 5
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classroom close-up (continued)
Beginning our class each day with Navi, the girls take a quick 2-minute quiz on the perek’s previous lessons that 

they reviewed at home. This daily drill encourages the priceless benefits of chazara (review).
As the students well know, our focus and goal in Navi is to glean lessons from the past and apply them to our 

lives in 2018. In accomplishing this goal, the students include these lessons in their notes and are encouraged to ask 
and discuss.

The eighth grade girls are thorough note takers alongside learning the pesukim from the text. 
Daily review questions are assigned and the students record quotes from Chazal and other important lessons on 

specialized sheets.
Navi is taught with many commentaries with an emphasis on the realization that we need our Chachamim to 

properly interpret the words of the pesukim in order to view and understand the actions of our holy ancestors. How 
could the great King Shlomo have so many horses, marry so many wives, and amass so much wealth if the Torah 
specifically prohibits a king from doing so?

Learning halacha with the girls is always a lively interchange whether the laws pertain to the upcoming Yom Tov 
or they’re laws about social interactions.

With each new Hebrew month approaching, we study the Mazel of that month and which hidden powers are 
deeply embedded within since the time of Creation. We need to tap into these powers to maximize the strengths of 
each month.

Pesach is just around the corner! We can’t wait to share our Haggados and Pesach knowledge with you.
…And then, of course, there’s always time to discuss important things like fundraising, yearbook, or any other 

matter that weighs heavily on the mind of an 8th grader!

Dovie Bitterman
Guita Borenstein

Shabsai Borenstein
Devora Cohen
Naftali Cohen

Betzalel Connor
Miriam Ebstein

Bracha Engelson
Chaya Sara Engelson

Refoel Shmuel Engelson
Rena Chana Feldman
Sofia Malka Felman

Gedalia Flinkenstein
Binyomin Friedler
Eliyahu Friedler

Adina Gepner
Rachel Ghermezian
Talyah Ghermezian

Chaim Yosef Goldberger
Avraham Greenberg

Sarah Greenberg
Shimon Greenberg

Dovid Heisler
Bracha Yehudis Idstein

Sarah Idstein

Tybie Jaffa
Moshe Kalatsky

Shaindy Kalatsky
Tova Kalatsky
Faigy Kaufman

Ateret Klein
Dena Kupfer

Nachum Kutoff
Yechiel Kutoff

Sara Miriam Kvasnik
Binyomin Lichtman

Miriam Baila Lichtman
Binyomin Lowinger
Ahuva Mandelbaum
Rena Mandelbaum
Tova Mandelbaum

Chaya Mayer
Isser Mayer
Sara Mayer

Yehoshua Mayer
Esther Pam

Joshua Paskoff
Abraham Pergament

Chaya Prero

Yaakov Prero
Yisochor Dov Prero

Hillel Roberts
Shabsi Roberts

Itta Brocha Rothstein
Reuven Rothstein

Moshe Saad
Sarah Leah Schulman

Esther Shertok
Yechiel Zev Silverberg

Dovid Sklare
Malka Sklare

Michoel Sklare
Batsheva Smith

Brocha Spar
Sari Spar

Shmuel Spar
Malka Trenk

Yaakov Trenk
Zev Trenk

Mordechai Aryeh Weinberg
Shabsi Weinberg

Yehuda Leib Weiss
Hannah Weiss
Yair Yardley

mazel tov to these students who have passed 
their individual yedios Kloliyos goal!
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the view from the classroom

continued on page 7

Torah Tot 16-Month Olds
Oh boy, are we in full Pesach mode now! We are 

busy with making our very own Haggadah! You got it! 
Ask us we eat on Pesach? We know the answer.

Mrs. B. Weinberg & Mrs. Rotkin 
Torah Tot Two Year Olds
We loved taking our Haggadah pictures this week! 

We are busy at work doing projects, making our 
Haggadah and hearing all about Pesach!!! We can’t 
wait to show you all my projects!

Have a great Shabbos!!!
Miss Weinberg, & Mrs. Goldberg for Mrs. 

Goldberger
Pre-Kindergarten
Just walk by Pre-K and you will hear us singing, 

singing, and singing some more!
The Ma Nishtana and all the Pesach songs we 

know—of course Dayenu too!
We are busy making our Haggados and other 

Pesach projects that can be used at the Seder!
Our new letter this week is  and . We discovered 

that  is a very important Pesach letter. Ask any Pre-K 

student; they can tell you why! We are never too busy 
for parsha in Pre-K. We know all about that small  in 
! Happy cleaning and have a wonderful Shabbos!

Mrs. Heisler & Mrs. Rapoport
Kindergarten
The Haggados are being created, the Ma Nishtana 

is being recited, Seder songs are being sung—YES! 
Pesach is in the air! The Kindergarten students are 
excited as we prepare for the special Yom Tov of 
Pesach! How special it was for them to know that the 
important—and longest!—part of the Seder begins 
with the children (!) reciting the Ma Nishtana!

We are also concentrating on Kriah practice. Let’s 
keep up the momentum of nightly review, even during 
these busy days before Pesach!

Mrs. C.R. Weinberg & Mrs. Smith
Today we went to a Kinder Konzert at Orchestra 

Hall. We sat on the stage, heard a musical story, 
played real instruments, and moved to different 
sounds. Our Homemade Instrument Band was terrific! 



Volume XX, Number 21
News and Views of Torah academy

March 16, 2018
Kolenu

7

continued on page 8

Thanks for your help Mom and Dad. A big “Thank 
You” to all the parents who have read a Dr. Seuss 
book to us. We love to be read to!

Ms. Haase & Mrs. Hechtman
First Grade
Pesach is in the air!! We are so busy working on 

our beautiful haggadahs and cannot wait to show them 
to you!! Next week we will also make our special 
pesach projects!

Have a good Shabbos,
Mrs. Herron
This week in Superkids the first graders worked 

on contractions and “long vowel trickers.” They also 
learned the difference between your and you’re. In 
math they learned to identify 2-D and 3-D figures, 
and to classify them according to their properties. In 
science, they learned about fast and slow changes to 
Earth.

Mrs. Singer
Second Grade
This week in Superkids the second graders read 

the novel Tornado completely independently! You can 
tell that we are working hard to get ready for third 
grade. In math, we are practicing counting groups 
of coins. In science, we finished learning about the 
properties of matter.

Mrs. Singer
Third Grade
Please ask your daughters to explain the meaning 

of   !     הנטק ךתב לחר! 
Pesach preparations are on their way! We have 

completed learning about Chodesh Nissan and our 
beginning our Seder!! 

We can’t wait to share it at the Seder!
Shabbos is Rosh Chodesh Nissan which is my 

Bubby’s Yahrtzeit. Ask your daughters to share with 
you the amazing story of strength that my Bubby had.

Have a wonderful Shabbos and Gut Chodesh!
Mrs. Prero
With Pesach right around the corner, the third 

graders have been spending a lot of time learning 
through the Haggadah, as well as Pesach topics. In 
Chumash, Yaakov has made it to Charan where he 
encountered the shepherds around the well.

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
The third graders continued learning strategies for 

comparing and ordering fractions this week.  Soon, 
we can begin adding and subtracting fractions, and 
writing them in simplest form. In vocabulary, we 

read about the Liberty Bell, and used that article as 
an introduction to our weekly vocabulary words. 
Accelerated Reader for the final trimester is up and 
running.

Mrs. Halek
Fourth Grade
We are well on the way to finishing Sefer 

Bereishis, as we just finished Perek Chof Hay in 
Parshas Vayigash! And, of course, we are very busy 
learning the Haggadah!

Mrs. Idstein
The fourth graders are working hard to finish their 

stories that they have been writing for the past week.  
Writing a story that has dialogue can be challenging, 
but the fourth grades are doing great. 

Mrs. Karako

Thank you to
 all t

he parents 

who re
ad D

r. 
Seuss books to

 

the K
inderg

arte
n class!
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Rabbi Idstein’s Sayings from this week:
•	 In case you get angry—always remember there is no angry way to say “bubbles.”
•	 Success just isn’t for people who are lazy!
•	 Don’t be afraid to give up the good for the great!
•	 No beauty shines brighter than a good heart!
•	 Imagine with your mind, believe with your heart, and achieve with all your might!

Fifth Grade
We enjoyed a week full of healthful recipes, 

the history of Scotland and verbs! We learned how 
mnemonic devices can be helpful to remember the 
definitions of vocabulary words; we came up with 
some really fun ones ourselves!

Mrs. Schloss for Mrs. Gross
Fun and exciting experiments are happening in the 

fifth grade boys classroom. This week we are testing 
the absorption of different brands of paper towels. 
Making predictions, using our five senses , and testing 
the hypothesis. Stayed tuned for the results! 

Mrs. Karako
Sixth Grade
Mazel Tov! We have finished   in Parshas 

Ki Sisa! Moshe has now gone up to shamayim for 
round two. What personal benefit did Moshe gain 
from making the Luchos? The girls have made 
tremendous strides with their Yedios Kloliyos goals! 
Keep up the good work!

Good Shabbos,
Miss Mandelbaum
Seventh Grade
Reviewing and reviewing can taste good even 

without taking a test! Job well done girls on all the 
time and effort spent on preparing for your tests (and 
on all the good marks).

I’m proud of you!
Mrs. Engelson
We are moving full speed ahead through our ! 

We learned a lot of symbolisms for the number four: 
cups, , questions, sons, etc. Looking forward to 
another great week of learning!

Good Shabbos,
Miss Mandelbaum
Eighth Grade
See classroom closeup!
Mrs. Idstein & Mrs. Greenberg
The eighth graders are wrapping up the sugya 

(topic) of pi parah. A difficult topic to understand, 
even after we learned Tosafos’s explanation! With 
Pesach right around the corner, we are spending a 
lot of time on the Haggadah, as well as the laws of 
Pesach. Don’t forget about your sheimos!

Have a great Shabbos!
Rabbi Friedler
MS Geography & History
This week, seventh graders are learning about the 

Gilded Age and terms like industrialism, capitalism, 
and monopolies. Eighth graders are learning a little 
bit about the history of African kingdoms and their 
economic and cultural interactions with Europe and 
Asia.  

Mrs. Graif
MS Language Arts
This week we started our informational essays, 

which included gathering information about our topic 
by interviewing a family member. Who did your child 
interview? What did they learn from that interview? 

Mrs. Hechtman

Mazel Tov to our “On-Time” Raffle 
Winners for March 7

Ruchama Botnick
Lipa Silverberg

Yair Yardley
Ezra Bader

Yossi Silverberg
Avrumi Greenberg
Binyomin Lowinger

Esti Shertok
Hadassah Mandelbaum

Mazel Tov to our “On-Time” Raffle 
Winners for March 15

Betzalel Connor
Yael Ghermezian

Jaydn Victor
Yael Gepner

Rena Mandelbaum
Sarah Leah Schulman

Zev Trenk
Moshe Ebstein

Sora Leah Goldberg
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The Kolenu Parsha Page 
Did you Know? 
(Facts and Insights into the Parsha that you and the family might not have known – enjoy!) 

• The Torah commands that the Kohen Gadol's sin offering be burned in public, outside the 
Sanctuary premises, so that no one will be embarrassed to admit his own sin. "Imagine!" a 
sinner will think, "Even the Kohen Gadol sinned; yet he admitted it and brought an 
atonement offering. Certainly, I too should admit my sin and bring an atonement." 
(Ba'al Haturim)

• It was customary for children to commence their Torah education with the laws of 
Korbonos. The Avnei Azel explains that this was to stress to parents that if they want their 
children to grow up to be Torah Scholars and Yirei Shomayim, they must be willing to 
make sacrifices to properly raise and educate them. 

• 'Elokim' - the name of HaShem which denotes strict justice - is never used in reference to 
the offerings. Rather, the name Adon-y which denotes mercy is used. Korbonos are not to 
be understood as a harsh way to kill animals, rather as an opportunity to become closer to 
HaShem. The shoresh of the word ‘Korbon’ is ‘Korav’ - to come close.
(Rabbi S.R. Hirsch) 

Torah Riddle - 
 Which animal is spelled two different ways with the same letters?  
Answer can be found below the Tefilla Insights! 
 

Tefilla Insights – Bareich Aleinu – Global Prosperity! 
 

....and give a blessing on the face of the earth
The term on the face of the earth can be interpreted many ways. 

It can refer to the entire globe and denote that we are asking for world-wide 
prosperity, not merely personal or local bounty. We recognize that the fortunes 
of all mankind are related and one should not be able to enjoy personal 
abundance if elsewhere others are suffering.

The Gemora (Taanis 24b) illustrates this idea with the story of the pious 
Tanna, Rebbi Chanina ben Dosa, who was journeying on the open road when 
suddenly he found himself being drenched by a cloudburst. He davened: 
“HaShem! All the world is comfortable in their homes while Chanina is 
suffering!” Immediately, the downpour stopped. After reaching the safety of his 
home, Rebbi Chanina turned to HaShem and cried out: “HaShem! The entire 
world is suffering for lack of vital rain while Chanina is home in comfort!” 
Immediately, the life-giving rains resumed. 
Answers – A sheep is both a כבש and a כשב.



TORAH ACADEMY AT THE MALL
Chol HaMoed, Wednesday, April 4, 2018

11 a.m.-closing
Buy your discounted wristbands now! 
Good for unlimited rides all day!
Include your family & friends!

NOTE:  Parents are responsible 
for supervising their own children!

Pay & reserve by Monday, March 26: 
Only $12 a band!

At the Mall: $15 a band [regular MOA walk-up price $35.99]
No reservation needed for walk-ups. 

Return this order form to the Torah Academy office  
by Monday, March 26 with your payment.

Pick up or buy your wristbands from the “Torah Academy Representative” on 
Wednesday, April 4, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. ONLY, East Entrance near Rotunda.

Family name____________________________ Phone  number________________ 

Email_______________________________________

Number of wristbands requested_____
Cost of all wristbands ordered $______
__Check enclosed for total
__Please bill my credit card:

Card type_________________ 

Card Number____________________________ Expiration date ___/___ CVV________

Billing address________________________________    Zip code ________
If  paying by credit card, you may fax to 952-922-7844 by March 26.

All $12 wristbands must be paid for by March 26!
Thank you to the Ghermezian Family & MOA for their generosity!

Security Code


