
SELLING YOUR CHAMETZ – MEKHIRAT CHAMETZ 
WHAT? 
Jewish law prohibits Jews from using or even possessing any chametz (leaven) during 
Pesach. To ensure compliance with this law, we clean our homes and, just to make sure, we 
transfer title on any remaining chametz to a non-Jew. This chametz becomes the property 
of the non-Jew for the duration of Pesach and should be set aside in a place where it will not 
be disturbed or seen during the holiday. The rabbi will serve as your agent for this 
transaction. 

HOW? 
If you would like the rabbi to sell your chametz, mail this form back to the synagogue or bring it to Congregation Beth 
Israel in person. Note the deadline below! 

It is permissible for one person to sell the chametz for an entire family. However, to teach the importance of this mitzvah, 
all members of the family are encouraged to sign this form. 

According to our tradition, one of the reasons that the Jews merited being taken out of Egypt was that they always 
remembered their Hebrew names. To keep that spirit alive, all are encouraged to add a Hebrew signature when selling their 
chametz. (If you need help with your name, call the rabbi.) 

There is a longstanding tradition that when selling chametz, one should simultaneously contribute tzedakah to the 
synagogue’s Maot Hittim (literally “wheat money”) Fund. This Passover relief fund helps needy individuals here and abroad 
celebrate this holiday, as well as the rest of the Jewish year. Please make checks payable to “Rabbi’s Sunshine Fund.” 

WHEN? 
Completed forms must arrive at Congregation Beth Israel no later than Wednesday, April 5, at 8:30am before the 
rabbi sells the congregation’s chametz. No forms can be accepted after that time. 

Note that the rabbi will arrange a post-Pesach chametz “buy back” on Thursday, April 13, by 8:30 PM. If you sell your 
chametz through the rabbi, please do not touch your chametz before this time. It’s not yours until then! 

 

 

Authorization of Proxy 
We/I hereby authorize Rabbi Aviva Fellman of Congregation Beth Israel, Worcester, MA, to sell all chametz that may be in 
our/my possession. We/I understand that she will sell all chametz wherever it may be: at home, place of business, car or 
elsewhere, in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Jewish law. 

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hebrew Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Names/Addresses: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Maot Hittim (literally ‘wheat money” – it is traditional to donate money to help members of our community celebrate 
Passover) 

Amount Donated $______________ 
 


