
Beth Israel Worcester Daily Minyan FAQs 

 

Q: What happened to our daily minyans? 

A: Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we had to close the building in March, but we've moved daily 

minyans online to the Zoom platform to allow people to see and talk with each other and to say 

mourner's kaddish if necessary. Links to the on-line services are found in the weekly emails from the 

synagogue. 

 

Q: Is this a permanent change? 

A: We certainly hope not! We will follow guidelines of the State of Massachusetts and our BI Medical 

task force to determine when it is again safe to come back into the building for daily minyans. This will 

likely be a gradual process, and it's also likely that we will continue to Zoom or livestream services 

even when we have transitioned back to in-person gatherings. This will allow people who don't live in 

the Worcester area to join us as they are able. 

 

Q: What is the daily minyan schedule? 

A: Minyans are held mornings and evenings, Sunday – Friday, over Zoom. Morning minyans begin at 

7:30 AM Monday – Friday and 8:15 AM on Sunday and national holidays. Evening minyans begin at 

7:00 PM Sunday – Thursday and at 6:00 PM on Friday for Kabbalat Shabbat. 

 

Q: Do I need a siddur? 

A: No. The leader displays the siddur page on the screen for you to follow along. Of course if you have 

your own siddur (as many people do) it's sometimes easier to follow along in that. 

 

Q: Which services do you do? 

A: Shacharit in the morning, regular Mincha and Ma'ariv in the evening on Sunday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday. On Monday and Thursday, our Rabbi leads text study of various mishnas instead of the 

regular Minchah/Ma'ariv. 

 

 

Q: Do you do the entire service? 

A: Not quite; because there is no physical minyan present over Zoom we do not recite the Barchu, 

Hatzi Kaddish, Kaddish Shalem, Torah reading, Tachanun, or the reader's repetition of the Amidah. 

However, because it is possible to hear everyone over Zoom when we are unmuted, we do recite a 

mourner's kaddish at every morning and evening service, even the text study services. 

 

 

Q: What do I need to access the services? 

A: A computer, tablet or smart phone with the Zoom application installed will allow you to see, hear, 

and be seen and heard (if you wish to be). You can also dial in from any phone, even a land line, to both 

hear and be heard. 

 

 

Q: What's the Zoom link and password? 

A: See the latest eblast from the synagogue for the Zoom connection information, or email the office at 

office@bethisraelworc.org. Morning minyans, evening minyans and Kabbalat Shabbat each have their 

own distinct Zoom link. 
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