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A WORD FROM 
RABBI 
FELLMAN  
We are known as the 
People of the Book but 
we are also known as a 
people who question. 
The four questions at 
the Passover Seder are 
just supposed to get us thinking about what we are doing and why. The 
four children who are used as examples of different ways we ask 
questions and the parent who shows how to answer questions are 
another indication of the centrality of asking questions to the process 
of learning and growing. Both of these – the 4 questions and the 4 
children – are to be seen as prompts, designed to elicit more questions. 
The origin of this perspective is likely scriptural. Exodus 12:26–7 
reads: “And when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this 
rite?’ you shall say to them …”  The rabbis understand from this that 

asking, not just telling, is required. The actual questions are meant to change from household to household, 
from year to year, from generation to generation. 
 
Dr. Erica Brown sees the seder table as the ancient classroom in Jewish history, and in her book Spiritual 
Boredom, she explains the wisdom of this approach: “The purpose of Passover is not to tell our children the 
story of Jewish peoplehood; it is to make the evening interesting enough for them to ask questions. Telling, 
especially repeated telling, leads to a flat story with a dull landscape. Asking leads to exploration, further 
questioning, engagement, creativity.” 
 
It is not enough to tell the story, to simply read or repeat what you’ve known. Because far less than answers, the 
questions themselves, whether about double dipping or freedom, inspire us.  
 
Almost every year I teach a course called Exploring Judaism. This class is not just for those who are looking for 
an introduction or Judaism 101 class (there are plenty of websites and books that can do that pretty efficiently) 
but it is a chance to ask questions - some of which we didn’t even know we had. It is a chance for the students, 
and me their teacher, to not only have a space to explore and question but also to focus on the why behind the 
question, not just the what or how. 
 
In our first class, we started with “Jewish time.” Not asking when is Shabbat or how long is the Yom Kippur 
fast or why are Jews notoriously late (Jewish Standard Time)? But we delve deeper and ask why does Shabbat 
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start on Friday night and why does the Yom Kippur fast begin at sundown? (For the answer, check out Genesis 
1:1-5). These next few weeks we will delve deeper into the diversity of Judaism – looking at the denominations 
and their origin stories; Ashkenazi vs Sefaradi vs Eidot Hamizrach and how their different traditions and 
customs developed; and about Jews of Color and more. 
 
Rashi, a great Biblical commentator, asked a question on the first verse of the Bible: “Why does the Bible start 
with the creation of the world and not with the laws given to the Jewish people?” For Rashi, the Bible was the 
source of Jewish law; other material was less important and so his question was trying to figure out why the 
Torah did not start with the most important topic first. 
 
We each have our own questions and I invite you to join us in-person or on Zoom as we Explore Judaism 
together. Who knows, maybe like the fourth child, we will also get answers to the questions that we didn’t even 
know how to ask. 
 
Rabbi’s Exploring Judaism class meets most Wednesdays at 7:45pm in the library and on Zoom. 
 

 
BOOKENDING TIME 
PAULA SOMMER, BETH ISRAEL PRESIDENT 
Bookends are commonly two things at either end of something else. We can 
bookend time, as well.  This issue of BI@Home bookends the beginning of 
Jewish year 5782 and the end of the secular year 2021. 

 
I was elated at the start of 5782 as we finished our reading of the Torah scroll 
on Simchat Torah, and prepared to start rereading the creation stories right 
away. Thank you for affording me the honor of Kallat Torah, Bride of the 
Torah! 
 
We are in the Hebrew month of Heshvan. I’ve seen Rabbi Fellman wearing a t-shirt that says ‘Rabbis Love 
Heshvan,’ to emphasize that after the High Holy Days, we have a month of no Jewish holidays at all. It is a 
season for some calm and renewal. And we can expand that sense of renewal, because the whole year 5782 is 
special.  It is a shmita year, the 7th year. Like Shabbat, the 7th day of the week, we dedicate this year to extra 
rest.  In Israel, we let the land lie fallow. People (and beasts) get to pause, reaffirm, reflect, reassess our role in 
society, and reset our rapport with the land we cherish.  
 
Hazon, the Jewish environmental organization, wrote an introduction to its Shmita resources, saying it’s time to: 

“Reimagine society, renew Jewish life, release the land, forgive debts, and rethink farming. We 
also want to explore the ways that traditional teachings about shmita shed light on a significant 
range of contemporary issues, including rest and work, relationship to land, relationship to 
community, relationship to debt and debt relief, definitions of community, inequality, and the 
issue of consumption itself.” 

 
This is a tall order, yet I look forward to having these conversations with you.  Let’s take advantage of this 
exceptional time, to reconsider our relationships with the land and with our community.  Let’s think of how we 
can each take time for ourselves, perhaps to try new activities or create a fresh start. 
 
We keep that in mind as we approach the other bookend, the end of 2021. We will face the shortest day of the 
year, and anticipate increasing light, including the festive nights of Hanukkah, our celebration of renewal as a 
people, as we continue with the rest of our year.  
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NEW COVID PRECAUTIONS FOR SERVICES: HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OUR #1 
PRIORITIES! 
Our Medical Advisory Group continually monitors the statistics concerning 
COVID-19 in our area as well as the ongoing research.  A few changes 
have been made recently to make our services and other indoor events safer 
for all attending. 
 
COVID Breakthrough Cases 
Although vaccination is extremely effective in preventing hospitalization 
and serious illness, it is still possible to contract and transmit COVID-19 
after being fully vaccinated.  Since the breakthrough cases tend to be mild, people often don’t know that they 
have COVID, assuming instead that their symptoms are due to a cold or allergies.  To keep everyone as safe as 
possible, we ask that if you or anyone in your household is not feeling well, please don’t come to services 
or other events in person.  Join us via Zoom until everyone is well again. 
 
Surgical/Medical Masks 
Surgical masks must be worn at all indoor services and other indoor events.  Explanation below from our 
Medical Advisor: 
To protect ourselves and each other, anyone attending Beth Israel services or other indoor events must wear 
surgical masks. Masks, especially surgical ones, substantially reduce the risk of getting and transmitting Covid-
19. 
 
The most recent data support using medical/surgical-grade masks. These disposable masks include a layer of 
woven polypropylene, and are 3 layers thick (the other two layers are often blown cellulose, i.e. paper). 
Polypropylene has a static electric charge that improves the mask's ability to trap viral particles. They are also 
lighter weight and more comfortable than cloth! 
 
You can find these masks inexpensively on Amazon and at stores such as Home Depot, Lowe’s, and CVS. We 
ask that you use a disposable mask in our building, not a cloth mask. Bring your own to services, or we will 
give you one at the door! You do NOT need an N-95 or KN-95 mask. 
Jeremy Golding, MD, ABFM, FAAFP 
 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Pre-registration and Vaccination Documentation 
We are now requiring pre-registration and vaccination documentation for anyone attending a bar or bat mitzvah 
service at Beth Israel.  These are the same procedures we used for High Holy Day services and for the same 
reason:  a larger group increases risk, so we need to mitigate the risk and prepare ourselves for potential contact 
tracing.  You do not need to show your vaccine card if you’ve already submitted it for the High Holy 
Days.  If you are attending a bar or bat mitzvah at BI and you have not submitted your card ahead of time, you 
will need to show it to the security volunteers when you arrive. 
 

Children 
We are all excited that vaccination for children ages 5-11 seems to 
be just around the corner.  Increased safety and protection for the 
younger children in our community is something we’ve been 
hoping for ever since vaccination became available.  This change 
will protect the children themselves as well as those with whom 
they come in contact.   
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ADULT EDUCATION AT BETH ISRAEL: THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

Adult Education for 5782 is in full swing at BI.  Whether you are a 
spiritual seeker, a history nerd, an aficionado of rom-com novels, a 
novice at Jewish learning, or a prospective Torah reader or service 
leader – we have a learning opportunity for you!  See below for 
details on current and upcoming courses.  Questions about the 
courses or ideas for future ones?  Contact Director of Learning and 
Engagement Dale Rosenberg at dale.rosenberg@bethisraelworc.org. 
 
Exploring Judaism 
Rabbi Fellman’s popular introductory class has returned!  It began on Wednesday, October 20 and will continue 
on most Wednesdays through the winter and into spring.   

Why do our holidays start in the evening? What is a Mikvah and how/when/who/why is it used? How do we get 
from the Bible to the actual laws we seem to have today?  Have your ever wondered about those questions?  Do 
you have other questions you want to ask?  Consider joining Exploring Judaism. 
  
This class is open to all- seekers, learners, explorers, and more, and is being held in-person (Library) AND 
simultaneously on Zoom on most Wednesday evenings at 7:45pm.   
 

Torah Goodness It’s Friday – TGIF with Rabbi Fellman 
Begin your count-down to Shabbat. Join us to study and discuss an excerpt of the weekly Torah reading. No 
knowledge of Hebrew or even the Parasha is necessary. Having a Chumash/Bible nearby is handy but not 
required. BYO coffee and we’ll learn Torah together.  For now, Zoom only. Friday mornings @ 10:00 a.m. 
Note:  On select Friday mornings Rabbi Fellman’s class is followed by a cooking class on Zoom with Rabbi 
Eve Eichnholtz of Congregation Agudat Achim.  Check the weekly email for details. 
 
Book Discussion and Talk – THE MATZAH BALL by Jean Meltzer 
Tuesday, November 16th at 7:30pm: Book Discussion of The Matzah Ball by Jean 
Meltzer, facilitated by Marcia Tannenbaum.  Via Zoom. 
 
Wednesday, December 1 at 7:30pm: Author Book Talk cosponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of Central Massachusetts (JFCM).  – Jean Meltzer. This program will be held 
in person and simulcast on Zoom. 
This unapologetically Jewish Rom-Com has been described as "A warm, heartfelt ode to 
self-acceptance, honesty, and tight-knit Jewish communities, The Matzah Ball gently—
and rightfully—insists we don’t need to be perfect or 'normal' to deserve and find love. 
The story was a true pleasure to read." 
Want to purchase a copy of the book?  Call the BI Office.  JFCM is providing a number of 
copies for purchase. 
 
Hanukkah: What Really Happened? 
Were the Maccabees religious extremists who terrorized Jews who wanted to live peaceably under Seleucid rule 
or brave freedom fighters who wanted to be able to practice their religion? Was the Hanukkah miracle the 
victory and retaking of the country or the Miracle of the Oil? Is Hanukkah based on a story of fighting for 
religious freedom or for theocracy? Is it at base a military holiday or a spiritual one? Did Hannah and her Seven 
Sons die as martyrs? We'll look at a number of different accounts of the events we commemorate each winter 
and see if we can figure out what really happened in this two-part course, led by Dale Rosenberg. 
November 15 and 22nd at 7:30pm on Zoom. 
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Sunday Morning Programs:  Social Time and Learning 
A couple of times a month after minyan on Sunday mornings, we hold Zoom meetings that are partly social and 
partly learning.  We’ll open up the Zoom at 9:00 for schmoozing and discussion. If there are a lot of people 
joining at 9:00, we’ll divide into breakout rooms with a prompt, so we can all get to know someone new.  If 
there are just a few early birds, it will be more freeform.  
  
Then at 9:30 we’ll have a presentation with a guest speaker or speakers and a Q&A session to follow.  We hope 
that in the near future we will be able to share breakfast on some Sundays in 2022, as the Famous Brotherhood 
Breakfast program returns to Beth Israel in person.  We will do so as soon as it is safe.  For now, you’ll need to 
supply your own coffee and breakfast and break bread together virtually.  There is no charge to attend these 
programs.  The next few Sunday Morning Programs are: 
 
Sunday, November 7.  Jewish War Veterans with Bruce Mendelsohn (U.S Army 
Veteran) and Lino Covarrubias (U.S. Navy Veteran).   
Two military veterans will join us to talk about the experience of Jews in the military, 
military traditions in Jewish families, and more in a slide presentation just in time to get us 
ready for Veteran’s Day.  This is also our offering for the Limmud Global Day of Jewish 
Learning (see details later in this issue). 
 

 
Sunday, November 21.  Introduction to Jewish Genealogy with Carol 
Clingan 
Are you interested in finding out more about your family’s history?  Do you 
have questions about where your ancestors came from and how they ended up 
in this country or this area of the country?  Are you having trouble deciding 
what is real family history and what is only family lore? Carol Clingan, 
Research Projects Coordinator of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Boston will tell us how to get started and answer our questions. 

 
 
Sunday, December 12.  See It My Way: Learning about the VIPs (Visually Impaired 
People) of Central Massachusetts with Liz Myska 
Liz Myska is a local attorney specializing in elder law, and also an activist for Visually Impaired 
People (VIPs).  Liz herself is a VIP.  Born fully sighted, she was diagnosed with retinitis 
pigmentosa (RP) some years back and is now legally blind.  Liz will talk about her initiatives 
aimed at getting sighted people and VIPs working together to improve everyone’s lives.   
 
And mark your calendars now for January 16, when our own Adrian Zeffert will teach us about the history 
and pleasures of amateur radio. 
 
Project Zug – Theology and Ethics after the Holocaust with Rabbi Yitz Greenberg.  
December 13 and 20, January 3 and 10 @ 7:30 p.m. on Zoom 

In this course, we will explore Greenberg's revolutionary framework of covenant and what 
he sees as the core vision of Judaism in the modern world in order to begin thinking about 
these huge, terrifying, and challenging themes.  In each session of this four-part class we’ll 
have an introduction, then work in chavruta, and finish with a facilitated discussion. 
 

Registration deadline is November 22. Contact Dale Rosenberg at dale.rosenberg@bethisraelworc.org to sign 
up for this group class. There is no charge to BI members due to a generous grant from the Jewish Federation of 
Central Massachusetts. 
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Torah Reading and Service Leading 
Reena Slovin has offered to teach short courses in Service Leading and in Torah reading.  This initiative meets 
the interests of a number of people in our community who want to learn to read Torah and/or lead services, as 
well as those who want to improve their skills in these areas.  It also has the advantage of adding to the fairly 
small cadre of leaders and leyners we now have.  Reena has surveyed a group of people she thought would be 
interested to see which class they’d like to take and when and how they’d like to learn.  These small group 
classes (4-6 students) will be available both in person and on Zoom.   
 
The Torah reading class will be held for six Mondays, from 6:00 – 6:45 p.m. and will start on November 8. 
Reena is also offering Zoom “office hours” for those who need a little extra help.  The charge for the full six-
week course, including office hours and study materials, is $100 for non-members and $60 for members. Reena 
is finalizing plans, so if you’d like to be added to the Torah reading group or if you’d like to take a Service 
Leading class early in 2022, let Reena know or call the office.   
 
Hebrew Reading Coming in January 
Ziva Rosenhand has agreed to teach a course in Hebrew reading, starting in January.  If you’d like more 
information or are interested in signing up, contact the office. 
 
And Don’t Forget… Mishneh Study 
On Monday and Thursday evenings at 7:00, in lieu of a traditional service, Rabbi Fellman leads us in a brief 
mishneh study, along with minimal prayers and Mourner’s Kaddish. No preparation is required and you can 
drop in any Monday or Thursday.  There’s no commitment to attending regularly.  It’s an easy way to add some 
Jewish learning to your week! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
LIMMUD DAY OF GLOBAL JEWISH LEARNING 
NOVEMBER 7, 2021 
Limmud North America has scheduled an intercontinental event on November 7 of this year when synagogues, 
community centers and other Jewish organizations all over the world will host learning opportunities on the 
theme “The Bonds Between Us.”  As a hosting organization, BI is providing our presentation on Jewish War 
Veterans (see details under Adult Education).  In addition, our hosting agreement gives us access to a set of 
study materials on the theme of “The Bonds Between Us,” which we can use individually or in groups.  Watch 
your email for a link to the study materials.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
MACHZOR ACCESS AT HOME – TIME TO RETURN THE BOOKS YOU BORROWED 

Many of our members found it convenient to have a Machzor at home this High Holy 
Day season.  Some attended BI services via Zoom; some were mostly attending in 
person but occasionally went to a Zoom service, and others wanted the chance to read 
some of the poems and commentary in the Machzor Lev Shalem in between services, 
so we made copies available for borrowing.  Now it’s time to return the machzorim 
you borrowed, if you haven’t done so yet. 
 
If you would like to purchase a machzor of your own, that can also be arranged.  Email 
receptionist@bethisraelworc.org or call 508-756-6204. 
And remember, you can also borrow or purchase a copy of Siddur Lev Shalem for use 
at home during Zoom services on weekdays or Shabbat. 
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ADULT EDUCATION – COMMUNITY WIDE 
 
Remembering Yitzhak Rabin  
November 10 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
This November marks 26 years since the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, a tragic act by a 
religious extremist which shocked the world and derailed 
the peace process.  Join our Community Shaliach Aviv 
Jerbi for a Zoom presentation on November 10 
commemorating this terrible event and looking to the 
future. 
 
To join, RSVP to Avivjerbi@gmail.com.  The Zoom link 
will be shared via a clickable link in email. 
 
 
 

 

Torathon 
November 13 6:30-10:00 p.m. 
Torathon, the Saturday evening of community learning sponsored each year by the Jewish 
Federation of Central Massachusetts, is scheduled for November 13.  This year’s theme is 
“Great Ideas that Define Judaism.”  The program will be held on Zoom again this year.  
We’ll start at 6:30 p.m. with Havdalah and then divide into breakout rooms for classes at 7:00, 
8:00, and 9:00 p.m.  Clergy and teachers from throughout Central Massachusetts will be 
teaching a huge variety of topics.  This is an event not to be missed!  Watch your weekly emails 
for information on how to register and attend. 
 
 

 
Joining The IDF – Or Maybe Not? 
November 21 at 2:00 p.m. 
The Israel Defense Force (IDF) is Israel’s military.  It is often 
referred to as having a universal conscription (draft).  Although 
there are some exemptions, almost all Jewish men and women who 
are Israeli citizens are conscripted at the age of 18, as are Druze 
and Circassian male Israeli citizens.  Behind the requirement, 
though, are individuals who have their own feelings about why 
they join the IDF, or maybe why they seek an exemption.  On 
Sunday November 21 at 2:00 p.m. Community Shaliach Aviv Jerbi 
will facilitate a discussion, via Zoom, with some of those 
individuals.  How do they feel about the draft and about the IDF?  
Find out at this intriguing program. 
 
To join, RSVP to Avivjerbi@gmail.com.  The Zoom link will be 
shared via a clickable link in email. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH SOCIAL ACTION? 
BUNNY CALLAHAN 
Our High Holy Day Food Drive was a great success.  We collected 365 pounds of food, proving once again that 
the BI Community cares and comes through with contributions for those in need. 

Now, as October turns into November, we go from Jack  O’Lanterns to turkeys. We are all planning in one way 
or another for our own Thanksgivings, and we want to also provide for those whose needs are great and 
resources are small.   

Our Social Action Committee is collecting pantry stable food from November 1 – 14. Gift cards to local 
groceries for $10-20 would also be much appreciated. You can bring your items to shul anytime when the 
building is open. 

Then, on November 14 we will be at the BI back door (the chapel entrance) from 10-1 for the turkey drive. 
Please consider buying a turkey for a family in need.  These do NOT have to be kosher. There will be a cooler 
outside the door, for those who prefer to do a drive by drop. However, please stick to the same date and time, as 
we are taking the turkeys straight to Pernet after the drive is finished at 1:00 p.m. Thank you so much for 
helping support the needy in our community. 

And don’t forget about Shelter Meals.  Once a month, BI Social Action Volunteers make a meal for residents of 
Worcester’s shelter community.  We are still at this point cooking at home and dropping the food off on the 
porch of the Callahan/Saffrin home.  The next Shelter Meal is November 7.  For more information on how to 
participate, contact Michelle Cochran at weefishe@charter.net or 774-245-5973.  Can’t volunteer this time?  
There will be opportunities throughout the year. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HANUKKAH IS COMING! 
A few unanswerable questions: 

1. Which came first, the chicken or the egg? 
2. How many angels can dance on the head of a pin? 
3. Is Hanukkah early this year or is Thanksgiving late? 
4. How do you spell the name of the holiday in English anyway? 

As you ponder all of those weighty conundrums, consider the many Hanukkah 
related activities planned by BI and the larger community. 

Book Discussion (11/16) and Author Talk (12/1) for Jean Meltzer’s The 
Matzah Ball – details in Adult Education section of this issue 

Hanukkah: What Really Happened? (11/15 and 11/22) – History class, 
details under Adult Education 

BI Hanukkah Fundraiser (12/4) – Last year’s concert with Neshama 
Carlebach was so lovely that we are planning for another fundraising entertainment after Shabbat on 
Saturday evening, December 4. Watch your email for updates as plans coalesce.  

Hanukkah at the Worcester Art Museum (12/5 from 10:00 – 4:00) - WAM partners with the JCC and the 
Jewish Federation of Central MA to host this full-day program that celebrates Hanukkah with activities 
for all ages. Join us for Klezmer music, live cooking demonstrations of latke making, story times in 
collaboration with PJ Library, art activities, and discussions about the traditions and history of 
Hanukkah. Free event. 

Hanukkah at Polar Park (12/5 at 5:00 p.m.) – Community event including candle lighting, entertainment, 
food.  BI is one of the sponsors of this free event. 
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RIMON RELIGIOUS SCHOOL UPDATE 
DALE ROSENBERG, DIRECTOR OF LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT 

 
We are so happy to be back to meeting in person for Rimon classes, after over a 
year of Zoom!  We have classes on Shabbat mornings (all students), on Mondays 
(grades 5 and up) and on Wednesdays (grades 2 and up), as well as weekly half-
hour tutoring sessions for all families who want them. Students range in age from 4 
to 13, and three of our Rimon students are having their b’nai mitzvah this year.  The 
first was Owen Lemansky and we attended his bar mitzvah together as a class. 

We began meeting in September, although a number of school sessions were pre-empted by the chagim.  For 
greater continuity, we provided some holiday-themed children’s and family activities to fill in for days we did 
not have class. We offered children’s/family services outdoors on the High Holidays, a Sukkot-themed Bagels 
and Books session, an “Outdoor Fun Day” on the Sunday during Sukkot, and a Rimon Family Supper before the 
evening service for Simchat Torah. 

EmmaChaya Praver-Lipton and Isaac Shertzer are our Madrichim this year.  They assist in teaching and support 
students in their learning.  EmmaChaya is planning and delivering some of her own lessons this year.  Aviv 
Jerbi, our Community Shaliach, spends one session a week with us and teaches lessons on Israeli culture. 

We have a different “hero” we study each month, as well as a different 
theme for each Jewish month.  For the month of Tishrei, our hero was 
the Rambam and our theme was “New Beginnings.”  Rabbi Moshe ben 
Maimon (aka Rambam or Maimonides) was also known as The Great 
Eagle.  We studied some of his major accomplishments and talked 
about the new beginnings in his life and in ours.  The students all took 
on acronymic and bird names themselves and made posters with the 
acronym of their Hebrew names and a picture of their chosen bird.   

Now that we are in Cheshvan, our hero is Noah and our theme is diversity.  This fits in well with our shul’s 
designation of the Shabbat of Parashat Noach as Rainbow Shabbat to celebrate LGBTQ inclusion.  In class, 
we’ve discussed the diverse species of animals on the ark and Aviv taught a lesson about diversity of flora and 
fauna in Israel.  We also had a debate over whether the Torah’s description of Noah as righteous “in his 
generation” means he was truly righteous or only in comparison with the evil people of his generation.  

Now that we are back in person, it’s a lot easier to do more project-based learning, with the students giving 
presentations about their projects at levels of sophistication appropriate to their varied ages.  All the students 
benefit both from presenting their completed projects and experiencing their classmates doing the same. 

We’ve been using a variety of new materials this year, including Hadar Institute’s new parasha booklet, D’vash.  
It summarizes the parasha and provides midrashim and commentary, as well as games.  We use it as a jumping 
off point to do a variety of activities about the weekly parasha. We recently looked at artwork of the Akedah 
from various periods, including paintings by Carvaggio and Rembrandt.  We then discussed whether or not 
Avraham truly passed the test. 

In each session we have snack in Hebrew.  The students learn the words for the various foods on offer and ask 
for them in full sentences.  I read to them or tell them what’s coming for the rest of the class while they have 
their snack.   
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USY UPDATE  
ROWAN MASON, YOUTH ADVISOR AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR 
USY is off to a great start! The 5872 USY booklet and the fundraising were 
both a big success.  USY elected their 5782 board just before the High 
Holidays. Andrew Jacobson as President, Isaac Shertzer as Communications 
VP, and Zev Lipton-Praver as Social Action/Programming VP met with Rowan 
for their first board meeting in October to outline the fall and winter, as well as 
establish recurring monthly meetings.  

The USY board voted to focus on food insecurity in Worcester and beyond this 
fall and winter for our social action project. The season will consist of a series 
of direct actions such as food distribution volunteering, fundraising for local 
food justice organizations, and learning from a series of relevant players. Our 
project will also culminate in an advocacy action as USY students plan and implement a teaching program for 
our synagogue in February 2022. 

At our board meeting, USY also voted to study Jewish and human responsibility in Project Zug’s “Am I 
Responsible?” course, which we’ll be learning over the winter.  This facilitated course will let our youth grapple 
with serious ethical issues of responsibility through chavruta study and group discussion. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
KEEPER OF THE FLAME – SAUL SLOVIN 

Every year the New England Region of the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs 
honors extraordinary participants in their local Brotherhood communities with the 
Keeper of the Flame Award.  This year, in a virtual ceremony on October 24, our 
own Saul Slovin was named a Keeper of the Flame for his many valuable 
contributions to the activities of Beth Israel’s Brotherhood and the larger Beth 
Israel community.   
 
The Tribute Book, which outlines the accomplishments of all the awardees and 
includes congratulatory ads from organizations and individual well-wishers, was 
published electronically this year.  You can find it at 

https://files.constantcontact.com/677e0e5c401/a2f16c6c-fe34-41ed-95b0-24a02448c2f7.pdf or call the office if 
you need a printed copy.  Kol HaKavod to Saul and the other Keepers of the Flame! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PLAYGROUND EXPANSION AND ENHANCEMENT 

Have you been to our newly expanded and enhanced playground?  Many children and their adult companions 
have!  Looking out the windows at the playground we can see children enjoying the innovative and fun new 
equipment, adults comfortably supervising them from the new bench, and a great time being had by all.  
Coming soon – a Little Free Library.  Bring books or take books – it’s up to you. 

Our thanks to the Richmond Family Foundation, Summit Academy, and all the individual donors that made this 
happen.  Look for a playground dedication announcement in coming editions. 
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And now… a word from our sponsors: 
 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Congregation Beth Israel 
15 Jamesbury Drive 

Worcester, MA 01609 
Phone: 508-756-6204; email office@bethisraelworc.org 

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

 


