THE 39 AVOS MELACHOS

The following is a list of the 39 Avos Melachos which are: .
prohibited on Shabbos.. These are found in the Mishna in Shabbos
(1)« We have grouped them according to their function in the
Mishkan. In subsequent chapters we will n"ya describe each melacha

in detail.

The first 11 melachos are entitled no7 x111'0 (na) (the order
- of making bread). These melachos were performed either for the
" manufacturing of dyes for the Mishkan (v2) or for making loaves of
bread for N1327p (sacrifices) (7).

l. wviin - Plowing
2. ¥y711 - Sowing

3. ~=xi1p - Reaping
4., '7pyp - Gathering or binding sheaves
5. vt - Threshing
6. n717 = Winnowing
7. n2712 - Selecting
8¢ N0 - Grinding
9. 1pan - Sifting
10. v% - Kneading
1l. 7218 - Baking

The next 13 (x%) melachos are related to the manufacturing of
the wool (2%) which was used for the Mishkan. The first five (till
7119 ) were in the processing of the wool (1%) , the next eight (till
ya1p ) were in the making of the tent covering (niy@a») for the
Mishkan (79%).

12. 1111 - Shearing

13. 172%p - Bleaching

14, Y330 - Combing raw material
15, ya31x - Dyeing

16. M11v - Spinning

17, qo0*b

18« 17°7°1 *na "2 amiy Weaving
19. 171X processes
20, yIID

21. v1p - Tying a knot
22« 7°np - Untying a knot
23. 13310 - Sewing
24. nio Yy yup

T13anY=- Tearing
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The next 7 melachos were for the processing of the hides of the
oyenn (n%), the animal whose hide was used as the top covering of
the Mishkan. :

25. 7% - Trapping

26, vniv - Slaughtering

27. v *von -~ Skinning

28. 72y2 - Tanning

29, pvivz - Ruling lines

30. pnop = Scraping hides

31, Anno - Cutting to size or shape

Writing was done on the ©0°vIp (1v) (boards which served as a
framework for the Mishkan) to indicate which v1p was its mate (1%),
so that when the Mishkan was dismantled and re-erected, each ©ap
should remain on the same side (n%). If an error was made, the
mark was erased (p©%) and corrected.

32, 2n13 - Writing
33 pnin - Erasing

The next two melachos also involved the o'wips. Setting
them up and removing them from their bases (ov11x) ().

.34, n3132 - Building
35. 7nio - Demolishing

36. i7520 - The final hammer blow (the completion of melacha).
vrvia The smith would strike with his hammer on the block
(anvil) or on the completed object to straighten it
at the completion of a melacha (xp).

The next two melachos were needed for the fire under the kettle
used for the making of the dyes in the Mishkan, or for the making of
charcoals (which were needed for smelting) (2z) «

37. n230 = Extinguishing
38. "7°yin - Lighting a fire

The last melacha was found in the Mishkan in various forms.
[The osvip were lifted from the ground (which was a o°377 niva )
to the wagon (which was a 7°0°3 RI91) - hence noian (1n) (2 Toldah
or nnk noxYn 7'yn , see E)(7n) and they were lowered from the wagon
to the ground - hence nxx1nj- This melacha is unique in that not
only do we find the Av Melacha in the Mishkan, but even the Toldos
had to be present in the Mishkan or had to be derived from other
sources (nn).

39. naxxIn - Carrying or moving an object from one domain to another
domain.



10.

1.

12.

i83.

14,
15.
16,
1
18.
19.
20.
21
22.
23,
24,
25.

26.

HILCHOT SHABBAT

Sending clothes to the cleaners just before Shabbos

Leaving a car for service at a garage just before Shabbos

Men doing melacha after hadlakot nerot

Inviting guests who may or will violate Shabbos
Forgot to shut lights in refrigerator

Newspaper delivery

Sending express mail on Friday

Taking out ads that will appear on the weekend
Paying baby-sitter, maid etc. for work done on Shabbos
Making an Eruv Chatzeirot in an apartment building
Folding clothes

Use of aerosols

Carrying

Sparks from blankets and garments

Photogray lenses

Wearing watches

Using soap

Pushing a baby carriage

Flowers in a vase

Clapping hands and dancing

Giving gifts

Opening diapers and mail

Using a thermometer

Elevators, escalators, electronic cards to open hotel rooms

Wearing rainhats

Using umbrellas
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28,

29.

30.

31..

32.

34,

35.

36.

3

38.

39

40,

41,

42,

43.

44 .

45,

HILCHOT SHABBAT

Wearing a kipah under a hat; small tallis katan
Health and beauty aids

Using a thermos

Tying shoes

Suntanning

Blowing balloons

Riding a bicycle

Shoes with bells

Pages of a siddur stuck together
Letters on the side of books, icing
Soda syphon

Making jello

Running and exercising

Braiding hair, combing hair
Children’s wind up toys

Crutches, canes

Wearing a beeper

Opening a refrigerator

Electric blanket
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watches i

sporting equipment

board games, scrabble
bicycles, tricycles
building toys

jigsaw puzzles

balloons .
toys with chimes or bells
wind up toys

brooms

aerosol cans

furniture

aerosol cans

safety pins

magnets
“megillet Esther

—shabbog blech
purse

cigarette case

baking eguipment

needles

candlesticks

menorahs

measuring tools
measuring cups
thermometer

electrical appliances

car keys

clothes dryers

electric clocks

urns

scissors

tefillin

shofar

musical instruments
fly-swatter

pens

stapler, hole puncher
toothbrushes
hairbrushes,
garden tools
billfolds, change purses
wallets, pocketbooks

combs

cold water; hot water vaporizers

‘scalpel
pictures
firewood
wooden matches
candles
soap
cigarettes
blank paper
household plants
broken kelim

buttons

nuts screws,
mezuzah
curtains, shades

soiled clothes

raw egg, fish, meat
bones, shells, peels, p
egg shells, nut shells

bolts

frozen foods

medicines

insect spray

fu@lcans

garbage

pets

bird cage; fish tank
fruit from Israel before
maaser was taken

chametz on Pasach

shatnes

yayin nesech

orla, kelay hakerem

treif, nevela, etc.
fruit that fell off

on Shabbos

kelim not yet taken to th

its,

a tree

e Mikva

eggs laid on Shabbos or Yom Tov

mail, arrived on Friday;
wet cloth, sponge
broken chairs
Sukkah decorations
Lulav and Esrog
rainwater
snow, lce cubes
violin, guitar case
key rings
ashtrays

=4

Shabbos
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Practical Halachos of Shabbos

Foods That Grow From The Ground

One of the prohibitions on Shabbos is grinding—jmw. Included in this prohibition is chopping
extremely fine, anything that grows from the ground. For example, onions may not be chopped up very
fine on Shabbos. They may, however, be chopped into slightly larger pieces than normal, providing that
this is done during the meal or immediately before it.!

Fruits and vegetables may not be mashed in the same manner as during the week. The mashing
should be done with the handle of a spoon or fork and only during the meal or immediately before it. This
includes such foods as bananas, cooked carrots, potatoes, beans, which may only be mashed in this
manner.?

Foods That Do Not Grow From The Ground

Those foods that do not grow from the ground, may be chopped very fine and mashed with a fork or
spoon as usual, even for later use that day.? This includes such foods as eggs, tuna, and meat, which may
be cut very fine and mashed in the normal manner. However, a utensil used specifically for grinding or
mashing, such as a grater or potato masher, may not be used.* A chopping knife is questionable.

Adding Liquids Or Mayonnaise To Salads

One may not combine very fine particles into a single mass, because of the Melacha of Kneading—
w?. Therefore, one may not add a liquid to foods that were chopped very fine.5 For example, if tuna or
eggs were chopped very fine, then mayonnaise or liquids may not be added. However, if they were
chopped into larger pieces, then any liquid may be added.s

How To Prepare Baby Cereal
One should prepare baby cereal in a different manner than during the week. The general rule is that
a thick mixture should not be prepared on Shabbos.’ Enough liquid should be used from the start, so that

the resulting mixture will be a thin one. Even when preparing a thin mixture, the following procedures
should be followed:

1) The usual order should be reversed. For example, if the usual order is to first put in cereal and
then the liquid, then on Shabbos the liquid should be put in first.3

2)  The cereal should not be stirred in the normal circular motion, but rather with criss-cross
movements.? The spoon should be removed from the bowl, before each change of direction. The stirring
should not be done vigorously, but slowly. Another method is to stir with a knife, or the back of a spoon
or fork. One may then stir in the normal circular motion but not vigorously. 10

If one wishes to prepare warm baby cereal, then one should first prepare cold baby cereal as
outlined above. One should then pour hot water into a dry cup and add it to the cereal. In case a child
needs a thick mixture on Shabbos, then a competent Rabbi should be consulted.

Removing Pits From Melons

When eating watermelon, one should not remove the pits from the fruit. Rather, one should remove
the pits from one’s mouth, while eating the fruit.

It is questionable whether one is permitted to wash off, or remove by hand, the seeds of a
cantaloupe. Therefore, one should not remove the seeds by themselves, but should remove them along
with some of the fruit.!! It is recommended that one prepare cantaloupe before Shabbos.

VYO KDY 4 KD PUDAMV YO XOW .3 W EPVOVIYO KIW .2 110 prD 2701 2T YD Kaw YW A
W PO "M TV YD KOW .7 MD PUD 2'M KDW .6 0 PUD 2T TV QYO KIW .5 11 19 2
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ﬁe o Returning A Pot To A Blech
One is permitted to remove a pot from the blech and return it, under the following conditions:

1) One should have the intention of returning thg pot, at 'thx.e time the pot is removed.
2) The pot should remain in one’s hands, the entire time 1t 1S off the blech.
3) The food must be completely cooked and still be warm.

If one had in mind to return the pot, but mistakenly put it down on thg counter or table (but not on
the floor), then the pot may be returned to the blech as long as the food is warm. ‘

If one mistakenly did not have the intention of returning the pot to the blech, but kept the pot in
one’s hand, one may still return it to the blech.!?

Muktzeh Objects

\Q) ,-\! IN One may move muktzeh objects with that part of the body that is not normally used to move them,
such as one’s foot, elbow, or back of hand.!’® One may even move muktzeh objects with one’s hand§, in
order to avoid injury.! For instance, one may remove glass or needles from the floor, or small objects
from the reach of a baby. However, if one can remove these objects with a broom or the like, then one
should do so. It is permitted to open a drawer containing muktzeh, providing that the drawer contains
non muktzeh objects that are worth more than the muktzeh objects.’s

An empty pot is muktzeh and may not be handled, unless one needs the place which the pot
occupies.!¢ A clean pot may be used to store food, if one doesn’t have other utensils, such as a container,
to do so. A dirty pot may be moved to an inconspicuous place.!” Foods which are not fit to be eaten
unless cooked are muktzeh. This would include such foods as flour, uncooked potatoes, raw meat.

Preparing Food On Yom Tov

. ]

( (P | Many people are under the impression that any Melacha is permissible on Yom Tov in the
preparation of food. However, this is not so. One should realize that there are a number of food
preparations that are forbidden on Yom Tov. Therefore, each preparation must be analyzed
individually.!®

Grinding—1ymmv
Fruits and vegetables may be mashed and cut very fine on Yom Tov. However, a grater may only
be used in some unusual way. When grating potatoes or onions, the grater should be turned upside down,

or the grating should be done onto a cloth or napkin instead of onto a plate.’* A manual mincing or
grinding machine may not be used.

Squeezing—rvno
The squeezing of fruits for their juice is forbidden. Fruits such as grapes, oranges, lemons, may not
pe squeezed by instrument or even by hand. When squeezing oranges or lemons for baking, cooking, or
in the preparation of tea, one should squeeze them onto sugar or one of the other dry ingredients. When
the juice is absorbed by the solids, the mixture may then be added into the liquids.?

Selecting—m12

When selecting on Yom Tov, one should always choose the easiest way. For example, if it is easier
to eat fish by removing the bones, or melon by removing the pits, then one should do so. In any event, one
should not use an implement for selecting, such as a sieve or strainer. If it is possible to select before Yom
Tov without affecting the taste or quality of food, one should do so0.2!

MY 16 K9 proamw 15 150 nw .14 9 POA"M A QYo XKW 13 1pU0 2 A Yo an a2
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