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Within this student showcase you will find pictures and descriptions of how 
each class has been utilizing their time. 

▪ On Sundays, students meet with their Homeroom teacher for Judaica, 
holidays, and t’fillah/prayer. Students in grades 2 – 6 are divided by 
level for Hebrew, where they focus on learning letters and reading, 
which includes writing and prayer vocabulary and fluidity 
development. Our first session of chuggim/electives is now complete 
and you can read about the work done in each of them. 

▪ On Thursdays Hebrew focuses on modern vocabulary and 
communication. At the conclusion of each session of chuggim we will 
send another snapshot into each area of Jewish learning. 

Thank you for your partnership and support in our mission to develop our 
children into adults who see the world through a Jewish lens.



HOMEROOM K-6



▪ We have been learning many things about Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur 
and Sukkot. We ate apples and honey for a sweet year. We've learned 
about the different parts of our synagogue; we took a field trip around 
the buildings and saw the sanctuary, the library, the school and the gift 
shop. We met our new rabbi, Rabbi Shulman. We saw the ark where 
the Torahs are kept. Besides all of the singing and dancing that we've 
been doing, we're spending lots of time learning the aleph-bet. We're 
almost a third of the way through all the letters. We're so good at 
reading the letters we've learned that we can even sound out some 
words! And we've learned some Hebrew words too- like that "dahg" 
means fish, and "abba" means daddy (don't worry Moms, we'll get to 
you too- we just haven't gotten to those letters yet!). We learned why 
on Shabbat we drink sweet wine and light candles, and we baked our 
own homemade challah. Speaking of Shabbat, we've been reading and 
thinking about some of the big Torah stories in Genesis- like Creation 
(and how G-d rested on the seventh day- Shabbat), Adam and Eve, 
Noah and the Ark, and now Abraham and Sara. There's more, but you'll 
have to ask us at home!



▪ We have been gaining familiarity with the Aleph Bet, through a 
work book (typically 2 letters a day). For each letter, we practice 
the sounds, writing the letter, and filling in the blanks. We review 
each letter through different interactive games, like matching, 
jumping, Hebrew Freeze Dance, and writing on the white 
board. Hebrew words are also incorporated into skits that are 
performed in pairs, where children practice using Hebrew words 
for animals, Biblical names, and actions. 

▪ The children have made their own Siddurim, with Modeh Ani, 
Ma Tovu, Shema, and Halleluya. So far, the children have 
practiced Modeh Ani. The children learn about the Jewish 
holidays, through discussion, stories, songs, and crafts. Thus far, 
we have celebrated Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and 
Simchat Torah in class. The children have also been learning 
the stories of Moses and Miriam, Pharaoh, the Israelites and 
Hashem’s Laws, and Ruth and Naomi.

▪ Class always starts with taking 3 deep breaths to connect to our 
neshamas, our Jewish souls. When we talk about the soul as 
our connection to Hashem, we talk about the feeling of loving 
and being loved, doing good things for other people, and how it 
feels when someone does something good for us. This often 
leads to deeper discussion about what it means to be a good 
person. And there have been many opportunities to discuss and 
share stories about mitzvot, and all the different ways we can be 
good people. I am thankful to have the opportunity to connect 
with each of these unique children, and look forward to sharing 
many more Sundays together. 



▪ In our 2nd grade homeroom class we have learned all about 
the High Holidays that have passed, including 
vocabulary words and special prayers that we recite in order 
to have the students be more confident when we have T’fillah. 
We also discussed traditions that are celebrated, as well as 
the Judaic symbolism behind each holiday. We have and are 
continuing to put together a board game that will demonstrate 
what they have learned about the cities that constitute 
Israel. The students are putting together all the background 
pictures to paste on their game board which they will enjoy 
playing with their families at the end of the year.

▪ We also created our own personal prayer book in which the 
students decorated and each student will get to take a color 
copied book home to share with their families. All in all we 
have a very respectable, amazing and hard working class full 
of very motivated, smiling faces to enjoy on a weekly basis.



▪ We have covered a variety of topics. We 
started with teaching the students about 
Chodesh Tishrei, the month containing the 
holidays of Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur, 
Sukkot, and Simchat Torah. As each of these 
holidays approached, we closely examined 
the holiday and the associated customs and 
traditions. After the holidays passed, we talked 
about mitzvot. More specifically, we discussed 
what a mitzvah is and the different types of 
mitzvot there are. One of the mitzvot that 
stood out from the others was Bikkur Cholim, 
which is helping the sick. To further help the 
understanding of mitzvah, we created mitzvah 
trees in which the leaves described the 
students’ favorite mitzvot.



▪ We have reviewed and celebrated the holidays. We also began our Torah 
study subject for the year.

▪ High Holy Days: We had a conversation about the meaning of Rosh 
HaShanah as a Jewish new year, and the 10 days after Rosh HaShanah as 
"The Ten Days of Repentance" guiding and helping us to become a better 
people, followed by getting ready for Yom Kippur. We talked about the 
various customs related to the holidays. We reviewed the significance of 
Simchat Torah as the day we dance with the Torah as we finish reading the 
entire Torah and immediately start reading the Torah again from the 
beginning.

▪ Sukkot: We discussed why it is a Mitzvah to build, sit, and eat in the Sukkah. 
We reviewed the parts of the Etrog and Lulav, and discussed The Ushpizin
(inviting Jews from the past), and inviting guests to our Sukkah as important 
Mitzvah.

▪ Torah: Book of Genesis, "In The Beginning.” There were 6 days of God’s 
creation followed by rest on the seventh day, or Shabbat. We spoke about 
the world’s creation and the wonder of our world. The kids made a 
beautiful art book by drawing and painting each of the seven days, 
reflecting their understanding of the creation of the world. "In The Garden 
of Eden”.  After discussing the story of Adam and Eve and the importance 
of responsibilities and right and wrong, and their application to our daily 
lives, the students drew and painted this beautiful story, then presented it 
in front of the class.



▪ These past few months, we have been learning all 
about cities in Israel and how they have changed 
over centuries. We learned all about Jerusalem, 
including the history of the Temple and the Four 
Quarters. We then recreated the Western Wall in our 
classroom, and wrote notes to put inside. We also 
learned about Tel Aviv and how the city came to be 
the vibrant place it is now. We had lots of fun making 
3D models of Tel Aviv and putting them around the 
class! We also learned about the Negev and how it is 
blooming because of technological advances like 
drip irrigation.

▪ We also had a great time learning about the Jewish 
holidays as they came up, like Rosh HaShanah, 
Sukkot, and Simchat Torah.



▪ I am delighted to be your 6th grader's teacher this year. It is a 
pleasure to see how much your children have grown in 
wisdom and insight.

▪ This semester we have been working on looking back at the 
roots for the establishment of Israel, our Jewish state. We 
have read from and acted out scenes from the book: A History 
of the Jewish People-Volume 2: The Birth of Zionism to Our Time
by Jonathan B. Krasner. The students have been exposed to 
maps of Russia when discussing the Pogroms of 1881. They 
have heard about and seen the waves of migration of the 
Jewish people from Russia to Europe and the United States 
through maps and census counts. They have been able to 
see photos and have been exposed to books from our own 
Beth El Synagogue library as extra resources.

▪ The 6th grade students are now familiar with words like 
Zionism, nationalism, Yiddish, kibbutz as well as working on 
concepts like what and how Jewish people have contributed 
to our rich Jewish culture.

▪ My goal for this year is to familiarize our 6th grade students 
with as many Jewish famous people from our American past 
as time allows. 

▪ Famous People we've covered: Shalom Aleichem, Clara 
Lemlich, Lillian Wald, Theodor Herzl. **We have a 6th grade Friday night service in February 2018 so 

we have also been working on by studying the prayers that are 
recited and sung at the Friday night service.



Hanukkah Celebration



MORAH KATIE

▪ Our Hebrew class has focused on learning to read 
and write the Hebrew letters in both block and script. 
We learn one letter at a time, sometimes 
accompanied by a new vowel, and practice writing it. 
Then, we practice reading words consisting of the 
letters and vowels we're familiar with. We also solve 
puzzles and do small activities to develop better 
recognition and identification of the letters and what 
sounds they make in order to compile them into 
words. So far, we have learned Bet, Tav, and Shin, 
and we are working on the concept of vowels and 
have learned two of those so far. We are making 
great progress and will continue to have a great time 
while learning our foundation for the Hebrew 
language.



MORAH LYNN

▪ We love learning Hebrew together! We started off 
the year with a review of everything we learned last 
year, including a refresher on the vowels. We played 
skill strengthening games that helped us recognize 
letters and words more quickly, like Tap the Board 
and Find the Word. In both games students have to 
quickly find a certain word in Hebrew, be it on the 
whiteboard or around the classroom. In class we are 
currently working on reading longer passages from 
our Shabbat Morning Prayers book. We break the 
prayers down word by word, and slowly combine 
words to make sentences and sentences to make 
full prayers! We are just about finishing up reading 
and learning all about the morning prayer, Ma Tovu. 
Now that we can read it, we are working on singing 
along to the melody.



MORAH RUTHY

▪ Our Hebrew class is just finishing book one and starting 
book two. I am working with each student on an 
individual basis to allow them to progress as their 
personal skill level dictates. We have learned Shin, Bet, 
Tav, Lamed, Mem, and Mem sofeet. We have also 
worked on vowels ah, oh, and ee. We will be adding 
more letters and vowels as we work through book two. 

▪ The children are learning both Hebrew cursive and block 
script. We rehearse the reading portion frequently and I 
often work individually with students on reading while 
the rest of the students are practicing their writing. In 
addition, the students are learning new vocabulary and 
improving their pronunciation.



MORAH EVA

▪ Sarah and David Book 2

▪ We have been working diligently on learning new 
letters and vowels this semester. It has been truly 
rewarding to see how the students have done so 
well and become more confident readers as I've 
been challenging the students to decipher and use 
resources in our book and classroom to help 
themselves be more fluent readers.  I have been 
challenging them to attempt more difficult language 
tasks. Their hard work and diligence has paid off and 
it has been truly rewarding to see the students 
improve so much and become more confidant 
reader.

▪ We do warm ups at the beginning of class, Hebrew 
reading games and have had the students draw 
Hebrew letters on our board to practice their skills. I 
am looking forward to more fluent and successful 
Hebrew students in 2018!



MORAH LEVANA

We started to read the third book. They read 
proficiently. In order to facilitate learning, sometimes, I 
divide the class into two groups. I place the strongest 
readers with the ones who need more help, and they 
aid each other.  This has greatly benefitted the 
students. I enjoy teaching the kids how to read Hebrew 
and look forward to the rest of the year! 



MORAH ILANA

▪ After a lot of hard work to bring everyone to the 
same level, we are now progressing as a class. We 
know how to identify all the letters and the sounds 
that they make. Since cursive script is more common 
amongst Hebrew speakers I have begun their 
transition to cursive from block. They have also 
become better at  reading more difficult words and 
are improving their reading abilities.



MORAH ORLI

▪ Our Hebrew class is continuing to use the prayers to 
improve their vocabulary. As we expand our lexicon we 
learn the meaning, and context behind words in 
important prayers. We have reviewed the following 
prayers so far: Ma Tovu, Birchot Hashachar, Shema, 
V’Ahavta, Michamocha and Tzur Israel. The students 
are very inspired and participate with a lot of 
enthusiasm. We have a really amazing and united 
class in which the students feel very comfortable to 
express their thoughts, their Jewish values, and their 
interpretations of the prayers we analyze in class.





ORR
▪ The Sports and Games Chug has allowed students to get out 

all of the energy that they've built up over the week in a fun 
and educational environment. Students enjoyed the variety 
of games and were able to learn new Hebrew terms every 
week.

▪ The younger students play traditional Physical Education 
Games, such as Shimon Omer (Simon Says), Or Adom, Or 
Yarok (Red Light, Green Light), and many others. The 
students learn 4-6 Hebrew words per game which are 
integrated into gameplay to help reinforce memorization. For 
example, a game of Tag Kafu (Freeze Tag) would have 
students needing to say Hafshara (defrost) to unfreeze their 
companions who are frozen. Students enjoy the Hebrew 
twist to these fun, interactive games that they have played 
before.

▪ The older students play sports and Physical Education 
Games which tend to be targeted to more mature students. 
Games are designed for smaller groups, these students learn 
4-6 Hebrew words per game and the words are integrated 
into game play to help reinforce memorization. Games 
include Arba Ribu'im (Four Square), Kadur Sal (Basketball), 
and more. An example of game play would be when playing 
Kadur Kir (Wall Ball), students would need to say Bachutz
(out) when the ball goes out in order to successfully gain a 
point in the game. 



EMMA
▪ In film class we learned the basics of making a short film divided into 

three parts: pre-production is when we write scripts, make costumes 
and any props that are needed. Production is the filming of the movie, 
and post-production is comprised of audio and visual editing.

▪ We began in pre-production phase and we crafted the stories we 
wanted to tell. The younger kids honed in on the Creation Story and 
decided to all collaborate on one film. The older kids formed three 
groups and generated their own stories.

▪ We wrote our scripts and then we used the art supplies to make our 
props and costumes. Some made animals from paper, others made 
plants and flowers out of yarn.

▪ The next two classes we filmed. For the creation story, we had to 
record everyone's audio first, so they all read their lines for the camera. 
We then recorded everyone acting out their specific creation story 
"day". For the older kids, we filmed over two class periods. One of our 
films was a challah commercial and the second film was a Shabbat 
story.

▪ We edited the films together. The students enjoyed choosing the 
music, and adding funny titles (especially for the challah commercial). 
For the Creation Story film the children enjoyed picking our extra “B-
roll” clips to add to the film to make it flow.

▪ Overall, the kids had a really great time, and they made some really 
cute films!



▪ As Rosh HaShanah approached we began a project 
relating to the holiday. The students were given jars 
for honey and decorated them to give to their 
parents to use for Rosh Hashanah. For Sukkot, we 
made decorations out of construction paper that 
they were able to hang in their sukkah. Because 
Hanukkah is near, we began making and decorating 
wooden Hannukiahs with mosaic to create an 
amazing decoration to put on your table this coming 
holiday.



HEBREW WITH FUN



▪ Ivrit B’Kef has been a lot of fun to teach as 
well as to work with the students. Each 
month we focus on a different topic, learn 
the vocabulary related to each topic and 
create an oral discussion in Hebrew among 
the students and teacher. Some topics we 
have covered so far are the following: 
meeting and greeting people (phrases), 
holiday songs, Jewish symbols, different 
kinds of food we eat during the holidays, the 
map of Israel, as well as various cities that 
make up the state of Israel. We have looked 
at the four regions of Israel and their names, 
the seasons of the year, clothing we wear in 
each season, and we reviewed Hatikva and 
Yerushalayim shel Zahav (Jerusalem of 
Gold). We relate the topics to our daily lives, 
holiday celebrations, colors, fashion, the 
weather and much more. Please ask your 
students to share the weekly vocabulary 
sheets that they bring home with them. The 
students are learning a lot as well as 
participating enthusiastically, eager and 
willing to learn more to use in our Israel 
Travel Fair at the end of the school year.



▪ Shalom everyone! In Hebrew we have been learning words 
related to the holidays of Rosh Hashanah and also 
Hanukkah. We've been learning how to say directions in 
Hebrew - North, South, East and West, in relation the the 
state of Israel. In the month of November we focused on 
family and giving thanks. We learned our family members’ 
names in Hebrew and we played many games. Soon we 
will start learning more about the western Israel region and 
what is unique about it. In our Hebrew class, the 
environment is fun and safe so students can feel 
comfortable and proud to speak Hebrew.



In our class, the students have learned about 
the map of Israel, the major cities, as well as 
the country’s borders and neighboring 
countries. In addition, each student selected 
a city they desire to live in and learned how 
to say, “I love living in [insert name of city 
here]” and, “I want to live in [insert name of 
city here]” in Hebrew. Additionally, we have 
learned words for the family and family 
members. They are learning how to compose 
sentences using vocabulary flashcards that 
they have created. We are also using games 
and competition to expand our Hebrew 
vocabulary. Our next project in the class will 
be about Jerusalem! We will use Jerusalem 
as a basis to learn Hebrew words about 
tourism, shopping and eating.



▪ We started off the year discussing Rosh HaShanah and 
Yom Kippur. We continued our discussion with Sukkot and 
made decorations for the Sukkah. We also practiced 
greeting people and made dialogues in class. In October, 
we learned about Israel. I introduced the map of Israel and 
we talked about the major cities: Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa 
and Beer Sheva. Afterwards I introduced the song Hatikvah
and “I like chocolate”. In November, we started with the 
seasons and we also played some games. Close to 
Thanksgiving we learned vocabulary about the family and 
studied the song “Toda Al’Kol”.


