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In the very, very beginning there was nothing. 
Squeeze your eyes shut tight. 

In the beginning, this is what there was. 
Nothing. 

Darkness and emptiness.

God took this nothingness and decided to fill it. 

God filled this nothingness with the sky and the earth. 

God called this sky and earth, “world.”

God’s breath covered the waters like a blanket but it was still very dark in the 
world.

“Let there be light!” God commanded.

And POOF! There was light—and God thought this was good.

God then took the light and split it from the darkness. 

God called the light “Day,” and the darkness, “Night.” 

All in a day’s work—in the evening and the morning, 
that was the first day of creation.



The world had light and darkness, but it was full of blue. 

Like the blue of a cloudless sky, the world only had one color. 

God said, “Let me separate this blue to make it less blue.” 

God created a great space between the “blue.” 

God called the blue in the air, “sky” 
and the blue below, “water.”

Now there was the earth and sky, air and water.

All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning, that was 
just the second day.



On the third day God said, 
“Let me mush the sky and water into separate spots.” 

The sky and water moved aside and some of the water began to dry. 

Soon there was earth.

God called the dry places “land” and the water areas “ocean.” 
God saw that this was good.

God then wanted to add to the land. 

God said, “Let there be green growing things—
plants, seeds, fruit and other leafy stuff.” 

Things began to grow and God saw that this was good. 

Now there was sky and land, and water and even green leafy things growing 
throughout the earth.

All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning, that was just the third day.



God then said, 
“Put a giant light in the sky to separate days from nights—so we can tell time, 

counting days and years.”

And POOF…there were two great lights in the sky.

The bigger light, the sun, 
warmed the world during the day like a 

giant comfy blanket, 
and the smaller light, the moon, 

ruled over the night and the stars.

And God thought that this was good.

All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning, 
that was just the fourth day.



Then God said, “I will fill the oceans with all kinds of animals—
it will be overflowing and full of life. 

There will be fish and sharks and eels and whales and even jelly fish! 
Let the air in the sky be full of animals that can soar to the heavens.”

And that is what God did. 
God created every kind of sea animal imaginable 
as well as birds and butterflies and everything 
else that can soar in the sky. 
And God thought that this was good.

Now in addition to the land and sea, 
earth and sky, 
there were animals of all kinds in 
the sea and in the air.

All in a day’s work—
in the evening and 
in the morning, 
that was just the fifth day.



Then God said, “Let me fill the earth with every creature—
ones that crawl, squirm and slither, tame, wild and even furry ones. 

And God saw that this was good.

Then God said, 
“I will make a human being who resembles me. 

This human will rule the fish in the sea
 and the birds in the air, 

be able to tame animals—everything in the world.

So God created a human being made in God’s image. 

God blessed the person and said, “fill the earth and make it yours!” And that is 
exactly what the person did.

And God thought that this was VERY good.

Now there was the earth and sky, water and air, sun and moon, 
plants, fish, birds, and animals on the land and even a person.

All in a day’s work—in the evening and in the morning, that was just the sixth day.

On the seventh day God rested—
the sky and earth were created and filled. 

The Human who was made in God’s image was in charge of the world and it was 
time for God to rest. 

God blessed the seventh day and called it holy—kadosh—
because on the seventh day 

God rested and celebrated Shabbat. 

Questions to think about:
Which day of creation do you think is the most special?
Why do you think the order of creation is described this way in the Torah? Is it in 
order or out of order?
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Adam and Eve...God’s first Partners
v²U©ju o¨s¨t

When God created everything: 
the sky and the land, nothing grew—how could it? 

God never sent rain! 

There was a dew that would
shpritz up from the ground—
but it really didn’t matter because there 
wasn’t anyone who could help 
God farm the land. 

To fix this God created a human.

This human was created from the dust of the earth—
from all that was good 

that God had just created.

To give this body life, 
God blew air into the person’s nose—

and POOF, 

the body now was a person, 
with feelings, 

thoughts 
and emotions. 

This person was Adam.



God made a special place called Gan Eden, 
the garden of Eden. 

He told his new partner, Adam, 
to go live in the Garden and take care of it. 

In this beautiful garden all kinds of trees grew with delicious fruits—
there was so much for Adam to eat 

and even more for Adam to explore!

In the middle of the garden grew special trees. 

One tree was the Tree of Knowledge and 
another tree helped Adam tell the 
difference between what was good and bad. 

God told Adam that these trees were so 
special that he shouldn’t eat the fruit.

With all that God created, both God and Adam realized 
that Adam needed a partner. 

Adam had given names to all of the birds in the sky and animals that roamed 
around the land, but Adam had no one to call his own name. 

So, to give Adam a partner who would be his helper, 
God created a woman. 

This woman was also created from the best parts of the world. God took great 
care to give the woman the same care that Adam got. 

Adam and the woman became a great team—they were the best of partners!

Questions to think about:
What do you think the Garden of Eden looked like?
What do you think it means to be God’s partner?



The Slippery, Sly, Sneaky Snake...
J¥j³b

Adam and the woman, now named Eve, loved being in the Garden of Eden. Life 
was fun and they didn’t have to worry about anything—even putting on clothes 
(who even knew about clothes then?!). 

Everything they ate was delicious. 
The weather was perfect—and there wasn’t even 

a boring chore that they needed to do!

One day the slippery, 
sly, snake saw how 
happy Eve was. 

The snake was 
super jealous and 
came up with a plan to trick Eve.

The snake said to Eve,  “Did God reaaalllly 
say that you can’t eat from any of the 
trees in the Garden of Eden?”

“No” said Eve, “We can eat all of the delicious fruits that we find except from the 
Tree of Knowledge and the tree that helps us tell the difference between what is 
good and bad. A terrible punishment will happen if we eat from that tree.”

“Ssssssillly woman” said the snake, 
“you won’t get a punishment! Quite the opposite! You will be able to understand 
the difference between being good and bad just like God does. How bad is that? 
You will think you are as smart as God!”

Eve saw how incredibly yummy the fruit looked and she imagined what it would 
be like to know all of the amazing things that the tree could teach her. 

SO…she took some of the fruit and took a big, juicy, drippy, bite.

She then gave some to Adam to eat too.



Suddenly Adam and Eve’s eyes opened in a way that they hadn’t before. They 
saw the world differently. 

They felt things they didn’t feel before and they were embarrassed.

God called out to Adam and Eve, “Where are you?”

Adam and Eve were very scared, so they tried to hide from God in the Garden 
that God created.

“Why are you hiding from me?” God asked. 
“Why are you scared? Did you eat from the forbidden tree?”

Adam screamed, “It was her fault!” and pointed to Eve, 
“she tricked me and told me to eat it!”

“What did you do?!” God said to Eve.

“Itttt wasn’t my fault!” Eve said with a trembling voice, “that sly, slippery snake 
tricked ME!”

God said to the snake, 
“Because you tricked my partners into eating the fruit 

you will have a terrible punishment. 
Instead of walking around like the other animals I have created, 

you will slither on your belly and people will see you and be afraid.

“And for you both,” God said to Adam and Eve, 
“No more living this easy life! 

You will have to grow your own food in fields. 
And to make sure no one else eats from the Tree of Knowledge, 
you cannot live here in my beautiful Garden of Eden any more.”

And with that, they no longer lived in the Garden of Eden, and this special place 
was no more.

Questions to think about:
Why do you think Eve wanted to eat from the Tree of Knowledge and the Tree of Knowing the 
Difference between Good and Bad? Would you have eaten the fruit?



Noah...God’s Partner
©j«b

God did an excellent job creating the entire world—full of beautiful animals and 
plants—even us--people! 

But God quickly discovered that there was a problem with the people. 

 The people were forgetful. 

Even though God had just created the world with all of its amazing places, the 
people forgot that they were God’s partner in helping to protect the world and 
everyone in it. 

Soon people were so forgetful about their job that they became very mean 
towards each other and even hurt each other! 

God became upset that God had created people.

God said, “I will start over. The people are so mean—
I need to start over from the beginning. 
I will create new animals and plants and 

new people who will remember Me.”

God wanted to start over, 
but there was one person 

who God wanted to ask for help. 

This person was Noah. 

Noah was a special person who 
was a very good partner with God. 

Noah remembered how to treat the animals 
and plants and especially other people. 

God loved Noah and Noah loved God very much.



God said to Noah, 
“Noah! I have decided to start over in this world. 

The people have forgotten Me and it makes Me so sad! 
I need your help. 

Here is what you need to do: make yourself a giant boat called an ark. 
This ark needs to be HUGE—three stories high with lots of space. 

I will make a giant flood to wash away all of 
the anger and mean feelings in the world. 

But Noah, you are special. 
You and I have a brit—a partnership--and I need your help when I start over. 

Take your family and put them on the ark. 
Take kosher animals like cows and goats and put seven pairs on the boat. 
Take animals like lions and giraffes and baboons and put two on the ark. 

Fill the entire ark with animals and the food that they need and get ready.”



Noah got to work and did exactly what God had asked. Noah banged and 
schmeered, sawed and schlepped until he built the biggest boat anyone had ever 
seen. 

When he was done building he got a big rope and ran around trying to catch the 
animals to put on the ark. 

The cows were easy—they were slow—but Noah really had to work to catch 
the cheetahs! Finally Noah collected all of the animals—even the alligators and 
spiders and put them in their spot on the boat.

Just as God said, it started to rain. 

It rained for 40 days and 40 nights. 

 It rained so much that even the highest mountains were under water. 

  Everywhere you looked there was water! 

   The blue from God’s days of creation had returned.

After 40 days the rain stopped and Noah wanted to see if there was land to dock 
his ark—the animals and the people wanted to get back onto dry land! Noah 
asked the dove on the ark to fly out and see if she could find land. 

The dove flew and flew, but unfortunately she couldn’t find any land.

Another week went by and by this point some of the animals were looking 
really yummy to some of the bigger animals like the lions and tigers and 
hippopotamuses. 

Noah and his family were starting to get nervous that they may never see land 
again. 

Noah decided to search for land again. He asked the dove to go out and look for 
land one more time. 

This time the dove came back with an olive branch in her mouth—
finally there was land!



God told Noah to dock the ark 
 and take the animals off two by two. 

When all of the animals were off the ark Noah thanked God with a prayer. 

God answered Noah’s prayer with a prayer for Noah’s family. 

God told Noah to fill the earth with animals and people, 
but treat everything with kindness and love.

To remind Noah of this blessing, 
God put a beautiful rainbow in the sky. 

Each time a rainbow appears in the sky 
it is a reminder of the partnership 
that Noah had with God and our 
responsibility to continue to 
help the world.



Chores and Important Chores...

the story of the 
tower of BaBel

 A long, long, long, long time ago, there weren't that many  
 people on the Earth. 

Instead of living in cities and towns we spent our days wandering from place to place 
looking for food and warm places to sleep. 

There were so few people in the world that everyone lived together and 
spoke the same language!

 
One day the people of the world moved to a valley in the land of Shinar (Shee-na’ar)...
A land with a funny sounding name in a country we now call Iraq. The land was so great that they decided 
to settle down and not move to another spot.
 
After the people made their huts and beds in Shinar and got settled they became bored. 

       They said to each other: 
We should build a big tower that touches the sky so that we 
can feel very important and feel like we have done something 
amazing! 

This tower will be so HUGE that everyone will want to live here 
and be near it. 

So they gathered mud and straw and made very hard bricks that 
baked in the sun, and they built and built. 

The tower became HUGE.
 

God was aware of the big tower that the people were building, 
but God did not think it was nearly as important as the people 
thought it was! 

vÉ¨p¨G .¤r¼¨t¨v-k¨f hË¦v±h³u
/oh¦s¨j£t oh¼¦r¨c§sU ,·¨j¤t 

Vayehi chol-ha'arets safah 
ehat udevarim ahadim.

And the entire world 
spoke just one language...
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God liked that the people were working together but...
God thought, 
“They aren't working together to do important things like helping each other, or collecting food. 
They are only thinking about themselves and how big their tower has become. “
 
God thought:
“How can I help the people understand that they need to be my partners and care for each other and the 
earth which I created? They are so focused on this tower that they have forgotten what is really important.

I will scatter them throughout the world, and the people of each place will speak a different language -- this 
way each group will need to focus on caring for their own part of the world.” 
 

So that is what God did--

God mixed up the languages that the people spoke and spread the people out throughout the entire world. 

The people now had a direction from God: 

They had a responsibility to be God's partners to make the whole world a better place and not just one huge 
tower that had no purpose besides making its builders feel important.
 
To remember what happened when all people lived together and spoke the same language, but weren’t God’s 
partners, God renamed the valley of Shinar, “Babel” because God made all of the people “babble” at each other 
in different languages to teach them about responsibility. 

 a few questIons for you:
 
Why do you think it is important for people to not just focus on how important they think they are but on how 
they can help make the world better?
 
What is one way you can work as God's partner to make the world a better place?
 
How can you use your own words to encourage other people to help make the world better?



Avram and Sarai have a Test...

When Avram was an old person, he was given a test by God.
 God said to Avram:
  Get up and Go! 
   Leave!
    Leave this land, the land where you were born! 
     Leave your parents’ house! 

You are going to a new place-- a place that I will show you...
Soon....

I will make you into a great nation, full of 
blessings and hope. 

Everyone who blesses you and your 
people will also become a blessing, 
and everyone will bless each other 

through the relationship that 
you and I have created.

This is an 
important test-- 
what would Avram 
do? 

Should they go 
and do what God 
said or stay put?

o¨r§c©t k¤t v²I-v±h r¤nt«H
 W§m§r©t¥n W§k Q¤k

Wh¦c¨t ,hC¦nU W§T§s©kIN¦nU
:²L¤t§r©t r¤J£t .¤r¨t¨v k¤t

God said to Avram
Get up! GO!

Go from your land
Go from your birthplace

Go from your 
Parent’s house
To a land that 
I will show you.



Instead of questioning or challenging, whining or complaining about their 
test from God, Avram and Sarai answered God’s challenge... 

with their feet.

They gathered their nephew Lot, (pronounced Lote) and all of their 
possessions: their goats, sheep and everything that they needed for their 
journey...

And they went.
They headed in the direction of the land of Canaan, which we now know as 
the land of Israel.

Once they began their trip, God told Avram that the land of Canaan 
would be given to Avram’s children and grandchildren, and their 
grandchildren’s children, all the way up to today. 

WE are Avram’s blessing from God!

Avram thanked God for this amazing gift through prayers and blessings.

How would you say thank you for this blessing that we have been 

given?

Why do you think God challenged Avram with this hard test? 

Do you think Avram was brave?

Would you have gone with Avram and Sarai?

How are you a blessing? Are blessings only what we say, or also 

how we behave? 

How do you think you act as a blessing to someone else?



Avraham and Sarah were 
traveling in the desert. 
The desert was hot and 
dry... sometimes it rained, 
but not often. 

Most of the time it was just plain HOT.
 
Avraham and Sarah had many tests from God while they were 

traveling through the desert.
 
One day, after one of these tests, Avraham wasn’t feeling well. 

He was sitting outside his tent in the heat of the day.

Just then, Avraham saw three visitors approaching his tent.
Even though he didn’t feel well, Avraham jumped into action!

Avraham immediately invited the three visitors to rest with him and 
have a meal.  Sarah ran to make delicious foods and breads.

They all sat together and had a delicious feast.
 

Avraham 
and 
Sarah’s
Visitors

v¯B¦v±u t§r³H³u uh²bh¯g t¨¬°H³u 
oh¦J²b£t v¨JO§J

Avraham looked up and there were 
three visitors



What Avraham didn’t know was that these weren’t just any visitors, 
these were messengers sent by God.
 
One of the visitors had a wonderful announcement to tell Avraham 
and Sarah-- the visitor would return in a year and Avraham and Sarah 
would have a baby son!
 
When Sarah heard this news she was so amazed that she laughed. 

Sarah had never had any children, and she was already 90 years old 
and Avraham was almost 100!
 
God said to Avraham that this too was one of his tests. God 
reminded Avraham that there is nothing that is too amazing for God, 
and they will soon have a son.
 
Sure enough, they soon have a son who
  will teach us about  
    how to find God in all that we do.
 

Why do you think Avraham wanted to welcome the guests so 

nicely?

Why is it important to make guests feel happy?

 

Why do you think Sarah laughed when she 

heard she was going to have a son?



REMEMBERING GOD
Avraham and his guests went for a walk. 

Avraham was still amazed by the news that he would become a father! 
“Wow!” he thought, “this is going to be wonderful!” 

His head was buzzing with excitment. 

Avraham and his guests (the special messengers from God) walked towards the cities of 
Sedom and Gomorrah.

While they were walking, God said to Avraham:
The people of Sedom and Gomorrah are behaving very badly. They have forgotten about 
me and are hurting each other and the world.

My plan is to not have this city anymore—the city is just not working!

When Avraham’s guests heard this news they continued walking towards the city of Sedom. 
Avraham stayed behind and continued to speak with God.

Avraham asked God:
God!  If we find 50 people who have remembered you and 
  are trying to make the world a better place, will you keep the city?

God said: 
If we can find these 50 people, then I will do as you say 
  and I will keep the city—otherwise, I am starting over!

Avraham then said:
What if we only find 45 people—
  Surely you wouldn’t get rid of the city if you find 45 people... 
   Would you God?

God answered: 
If you find 45 people who remember me and my brit—covenant, then I will keep the city 
and maybe you can go there and teach the rest of the people how to behave towards one 
another.

Avraham then said:
What if you only find 40 people—surely you wouldn’t get rid of the city if you find 40 people, 
would you God?

God answered: 
If you find 40 people who remember me, then I will keep the city.



Avraham THEN said:
 Please don’t be angry God, but what if you find 30 people who remember you?
  Surely you won’t get rid of the city if you find 30 people who remember you...
   would You God?
God answered: 
 OK, if you find 30 people who remember me, then I will keep the city!

  “And what if you can only find 20?” Avraham asked, ”then what?”

  “If you find 20 people who remember me, then I will keep the city.”

Avraham then said:
 One last question, God: 
  What if you only find 10 people—just 10 people who remember their  
  partnership with you. 
  What if you find just 10 people who remember how to treat each other and 
  the environment? 
  
  Surely if you find 10 people you won’t get rid of the city...would You God?

God said:
 Avraham, if we find 10 people who remember me, I will keep the city as it is.

But when Avraham, 
the special messengers from God, 

and even God 
looked to see if they could find 10 people who remembered 

how special it is to be God’s partner, they had no luck. 

In all of Sedom and Gommorah 
there weren’t even 10 people who remembered God.

God was very sad—and so was Avraham. 

God decided that he would not keep the cities of Sedom and Gemmorah. God started over 
with the hope that those cities would remember how important God was in their lives.

Question for you:
It is sometimes hard to remember how we should act towards each other. What is one 
way you can remember that you are God’s partner and need to treat everyone as if 
they are God’s partner too?



The Birth of Yitzhak
When the messengers from God visited 
Avraham and Sara in the desert, they 
gave Sara a message that she would 
have a son.

After some time God remembered this 
promise....

Sara was already 90 years old and 
Avraham was 100,.. 

But a promise is a promise and Avraham and Sara had a son!

From the time Avraham and Sara learned that they were going to 
have a child, they laughed.

People laugh for all kinds of different reasons:
 People laugh when they are nervous. 
  People laugh when they are frightened.
   People even laugh when they are surprised...

Avraham and Sara’s laugh was the most special kind of laugh--
they laughed with happiness and joy.

Avraham and Sara were so happy that they decided to name their 
son, “Yizthak” which means “he will laugh.”

When Yitzhak was eight days old he had his brit, his circumcision, 
and he was loved and cared for by his entire family.



While Yizthak may have made Sara laugh with joy, 
 seeing Ishmael, Hagar’s son, 
   did not make Sara very happy.

Sara became very jealous of Ishmael and Hagar--she wanted all of 
Avraham’s attention to go to her and Yitzhak.

She asked Avraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away--
Sara was very very jealous.

Avraham was sad--
He didn’t want to send away Hagar and Ishmael. 

God heard Avraham’s cries and God promised 
Avraham that Hagar and Ishmael would be 
protected and that Ishmael would even become the 
father of another great nation. 

After all, he too was the son of Avraham!

God protected Hagar and Ishmael. 
Ishmael grew into a strong hunter and archer 

and lived a full life with 
his wife who he met in Egypt.

Ques t ions  for  you :
What are things in your life that make you laugh 
with happiness?

Have you ever been jealous like Sara was? 
How did you fix the situation?



The Search for a Rebekah
Avraham was truly blessed by God in all ways—he had a 
wonderful wife, 
  beautiful family, 
   loving community, 
    strong workers, 
    lots of gold and possessions—
     everything that he could want.

Except…

Except his son Isaac did not have a wife. 

Avraham was getting very old—almost 175 years old—
so he needed help.

Avraham called his trusted helper Eliezer to help find Isaac a wife. 

This was a very important mission! 

Avraham made Eliezer promise to find a wife for Isaac who will be kind and loving like Sara 
was to him.

Eliezer was really nervous! 
 Finding a wife for Isaac wasn’t going to be easy! 
  Isaac was nice—but finding a wife—this is a hard job!

Avraham told Eliezer not to worry—he wouldn’t be alone in this mission: 
God would send an angel to help.

So Eliezer set out on his journey. 
He brought with him gold, jewels and other gifts including 10 camels. 

Eliezar set his caravan towards where Nahor, Avraham’s brother lived.
When Eliezer got to the edge of town he came across a well. 

The camels saw the well and 
started to lick their lips.

Camels love to drink water! 
They drink so much water that they can even drink 

all of the water in a well!



Eliezer thought:
This is perfect!  Maybe I will find someone nice here

If I find a woman that is nice to my camels then I will talk to her and see if she is kind and a good 
person. 

If she is, then maybe she will be a good person for Isaac to marry.

No sooner did Eliezer think this, did Rebekah appear.  

She was beautiful! 

When Eliezer asked her if he and his camels could drink, Rebekah 
immediately filled her jar of water and gave him as much water as he 
needed. Rebekah was very kind to Eliezer and to his camels.

Eliezer knew then that this is the perfect person for Isaac.

Eliezer gave Rebekah gold jewelry to say thank you for helping his camels 
and she was very surprised because she wasn’t helping him for a “thank you.”

They traveled back to town together. Eliezer explained to Rebekah’s family that he was 
Avraham’s helper and he was on a mission to find Isaac a wife.

Eleizer asked Rebekah if she would like to visit Avraham and Isaac in Canaan and after 
getting a blessing from her father and from God, Rebekah agreed.

When Rebekah met Isaac it was love at first sight.

Eliezer explained to Isaac how kind Rebekah was and what she did for him at the well.

Isaac and Rebekah loved each other and got married.

Question to think about:

Why do you think Rebekah was surprised to get a gift from Eliezer at the well?



Double Trouble!
Isaac and Rebecca have Twins

Isaac and Rebecca were happily married for a long time. 

They wanted to have children and Isaac prayed to God and Rebecca became 
pregnant with twins. They were SO excited!

 But when the brothers were born, they did not get along. 

The older brother was born covered in hair, so his 
parents named him Esau which means “hairy one.”

Esau’s younger and smaller brother was named Jacob.

Esau loved to hunt and fish, go hiking and do fun things outside.
Jacob, on the other hand, loved to stay home and read and do quiet activities.

Really, the only thing Esau and Jacob didn’t like were each other—they fought 
all the time and forgot that they were brothers and that they needed to help and 
protect each other.

Isaac was very proud of Esau’s hunting skills.
But…

Rebecca loved how quiet and gentile Jacob was.

One day Esau went out hunting. 
He hunted the entire day for food for his family—
 It was a lot of work! He came back to the camp exhausted and hungry.

Esau’s stomach RUMBLED he was so hungry! 
 Just then Esau smelled something delicious! 
  His stomach RUMBLED some more. 
  The smell was coming from a delicious lentil stew that Jacob was making.
  “YUM!” Esau thought. “That is exactly what I want to eat!”

Esau went over to Jacob and asked to have a bowl of the stew. 

But Jacob refused.
  Esau asked again.

Jacob told Esau that the only way he would get a bowl of his delicious stew was if Esau 
traded with Jacob the very special blessing that Esau will get from his father, Isaac. 

Since Esau is the oldest child, Isaac will give him a very special blessing.

Esau agreed and he traded away his blessing from his father for a bowl of stew.



Some time passed and Isaac became very old. 
 His eyes began to become weak and he couldn’t see very well.

Isaac called Esau to his tent. He told Esau that it was time for him to receive his special 
blessing. This was a very special time and Isaac told Esau to go hunting and prepare a 
delicious meal for them to eat before Esau is blessed.

Esau was very excited—
he got his bow and arrow and headed out to prepare the meal.

Isaac and Esau didn’t know that Rebecca had heard what Isaac had said to Esau.

She ran and found Jacob. She wanted Jacob to get the special blessing instead.

“Jacob,” she said, “Go get some food and I will prepare your father’s favorite meal. Go 
and dress up in your brothers’ cloths so that you can get your father’s blessing instead 
of Esau.”

“But mom!” Jacob cried, “Esau is big and hairy and I am small—I am sure that father 
will know it is me and not Esau.”

“Not to worry,” Rebecca said, “I have a plan.”

Jacob went and got dressed in his brothers clothes and Rebecca took fur and put it 
on Jacob’s arms so that Isaac wouldn’t know it wasn’t Esau. 

Jacob took the food his mother made and went to get Esau’s blessing.

Isaac couldn’t see very well—he thought it was Esau who he was blessing. 
He gave Jacob Esau’s blessing!

When Esau returned to Isaac he presented his father with the food and waited for his 
blessing.

“Who are you?” asked Isaac, “It is me, Esau, your oldest son! I have come for my 
blessing!” Esau said.

“It cant be!” said Isaac, “I just gave you your blessing a little while ago. Its too late!”

Just then Esau realized what had happened—his brother tricked him and took his blessing.
Esau was very unhappy!

Question to think about:
What was Jacob’s worried about with his mom’s “plan?” Why did he wear the fur 
coat? What should Jacob REALLY have been worried about?



Moshe is Born
Joseph was a very special friend and helper to the Pharaoh and all of Egypt.
Years passed and a new Pharaoh ruled over Egypt who didn’t remember Joseph 
and all of his help. 

The only thing that the new Pharaoh knew was that 
there were too many Israelites living in Egypt.

The new Pharaoh was scared of everything! 

He was scared that people wouldn’t like him so he 
had giant cities built to show how important he was. 
But most of all, this new Pharaoh was scared that 
someone else would take away all of his power and he wouldn’t be able to rule 
Egypt. Pharaoh thought that this was what the Israelites wanted to do.

To make sure that the Israelites wouldn’t take over Egypt, 
the Pharaoh ordered that all of the cities and special 
buildings would be built by the Israelites. 

The Israelites HAD to do the work—they didn’t have a 
choice. They were called slaves. Life for the Israelites was 
very hard and very sad. 

Soon the Pharaoh tried to make life even harder for the Israelites. 

Rules, rules, rules! Everything had rules. 

What to eat, what to wear…

Soon he even made rules about the Israelite children. 

To protect the Israelite children, Israelite mommies hid their babies from the 
Egyptians.

Thanks to the Israelite mommies, the Israelite people were protected…for a while.



An Israelite mommy and daddy named Yokheved and Amram had a beautiful 
baby boy. 

The baby boy was so cute!  Yokheved  loved her son very, very much.

Soon the baby boy started doing what most babies 
do, SCREAM! 

Yokheved and Amram were afraid that the Egyptians 
would hear the baby crying.

Yokheved came up with a plan.
She built a small ark made from reeds and hid her son in 
the little boat.

Yokheved then floated her son down the Nile river 
while her daughter, Miriam, watched over the ark.

Soon the basket got stuck in some reeds near 
the Pharaoh’s palace and the baby boy began to 
SCREAM.

One of Pharaoh’s daughters heard the noise that the 
baby was making and went down and got the ark out 
of the water. 

She saw the beautiful baby in the basket and she 
decided that she would help the baby and raise him in 
the palace. 

She named the boy Moshe, which means “I took him 
out of the water.”

Question to think about:
What is your Hebrew name? 
Do you know what it means?
To learn, go to: learn-hebrew-names.com



Some time passed and Moshe grew into a young adult.

One day Moshe went for a walk among the buildings that were being built. 
He saw how hard everyone was working.

Everywhere he turned he 
heard fancy noises like:
OY
GEVALT and
OY VEY
and the more common
GRRR
UGGG and
HHRUMMMPH

While walking among all of the workers he 
suddenly heard a different noise.
OUCH
HEY! OUCH!
Moshe looked and saw an Egyptian task master 
being very mean to one of the Israelite slaves.

STOP IT! Moshe said,
Do not treat that slave like that!

The task master didn’t stop. 
He just looked at Moshe with a mean smile and said:
Don’t tell me what to do--it is my job to be very, very mean.

Moshe got very angry and made sure that 
the task master would never work again. 
“How could it be,” Moshe thought, “that 
people could be so mean?!”

Moshe continued walking through the 
buildings. He came upon some workers.
One said:
“I heard what you did with the task master. 
Thank you!”
Another found Moshe and shook his hand:
“Thank you, Thank you!” he said.



Moshe became very scared.
What if the Pharaoh finds out that I helped the 
Israelites? He will surely be mad with me! 

Moshe decided to go to the land of Midian to get 
away from Pharaoh’s rules. 

Moshe walked and walked until he got to a well 
in the land of Midian. He was so tired that he 
rested at the well.

Yitro was the head Priest of the land of Midian 
and he had seven daughters. 

Yitro’s daughters’ job was to go to the well of Midian and give water to all of 
their father’s sheep and goats.

The daughters went to the well to fill their jugs of water, but other 
shepherds came and tried to scare the daughters away.

Moshe saw this and said:
HEY! That’s not fair! Don’t be so mean! 
And Moshe shooed the other shepherds away.

Yitro’s daughters returned home to their father and told him what had 
happened with Moshe and the other shepherds.

Yitro said, “Bring me Moshe so I can thank him!”

The daughters went back to the well and brought Moshe to meet their 
father. Yitro threw a great party to thank Moshe for saving his daughters.

Moshe saw one of Yitro’s daughters, Tziporah.
She was beautiful!
Moshe fell in love.

Soon Moshe and Tziporah were married and they had a son named 
Gershom.

Question to think about:
Moshe made it his job to speak up for people who were in trouble. Why do 
you think it is so important to help people who can’t help themselves?
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