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Born out of the renewed
commitment to Israel generated by
the April 15th Washington rally, and
under the leadership of its Chair,
Raanan Agus, the Israel Action
Committee has stormed the
Congregation this spring and summer
with action alerts, informative reports
and focused initiatives.

From late June through mid-July,
the Israel Action Committee
publicized a drive to collect new and
gently used items for distribution in
Israel to trauma shelters, children’s
transition homes, poor Israeli
immigrants, and ordinary citizens
who have fallen on hard times.
Blankets, linen, toys, and clothing for
men, women and children were
collected, and over the course of four
backbreaking hours on 
July 16th, literally 200 institutional
sized bags of donations were triaged
and sorted by a team of three dozen
volunteers led by Faith Charles,
yielding approximately $40,000
worth of quality articles that
completely covered one side of the
Riklis Social Hall. It was an
unforgettable night for all volunteers,
including a welcome contingent from
Rebbetzin Jungreis’ weekly “Hineni”
class held at KJ.

The Israel Action Committee
transmits, exclusively via e-mail,
comprehensive, well organized
summary reports of concrete steps
you can take to help Israel. To receive
these reports, or to become active in
the KJ Israel Action Committee,
please contact Raanan Agus at
raanan.agus@gs.com. If you come to
learn of specific proposals and action
alerts to support Israel, please send
them to Raanan, but please do not
forward articles and essays of general
interest only.

We urge the entire Congregation,
in this time of great need, to get
involved with the many initiatives
being spearheaded by this extremely
important committee.

KJ ISRAEL ACTION
COMMITTEE

ROARS INTO ACTION 
WITH  SENSATIONAL

CLOTHING AND TOY DRIVE!
The Mishna in the ninth chapter of

the tractate of Brachot states that just as
a person blesses God over good things
so must he or she bless God when bad
things happen. The reference in the
Mishna is to the blessing that we make
when we hear bad news or, God forbid,
experience a death in the family or
among our friends. We recite the
blessing baruch dayan ha-emet
(blessed is the true —and fair —
judge). The Mishna takes for granted
that we recite blessings over good
news.

Were we to be rewriting the Mishna
today we might very well state it just
the other way around. In the same way
as we acknowledge God’s role in bad
things by reciting baruch dayan ha-
emet so we should remember to thank
God for the good things and say baruch
ha-tov v’hameitiv (blessed is He who is
good and makes things good). I had
occasion a few weeks ago in eulogizing
the late Dr. William Major to point out
how he expressed his gratitude to God
every time something good happened
in his family or in the community. It
was one of his defining characteristics.
We would do well to learn from his
example.

The past year has been an
extraordinarily difficult and tragic one
for all of us. Quite apart from the
personal tragedies we have
experienced, we endured the terror
attack on the United States which
began on September 11 but whose
reverberations we have felt throughout
the last twelve months. When we look

at our brothers and sisters in Israel we
are horror struck by how difficult their
life has become because of their
scourge of terror. Just the other day
Rabbanit Malke Bina told me that her
husband, Rav Aharon Bina, the head of
the American program at Yeshiva
HaKotel, tells the boys that if they get
stuck over Shabbat in the north they
should not take a bus on Sunday
morning but rather wait until Sunday
evening. He tells them this because,
statistically, Sunday morning is a
favorite time for terrorist action by the
savages who have been perpetrating
these attacks for almost two years.

As bad as things are, however, we
have to look for all of the wonderful
things that we have experienced and
thank God for them: for the marriages
that have been created; for the babies
who have been born; for the surge of
patriotism in America since 9/11; for
the eclipse of post-Zionism in Israel
and a new sense among Israelis of why
Israel must exist as a Jewish State and
not simply a state for Jews.

For all of this and much more we
should thank God and we should pray
that during the coming year we will
have many occasions on which to recite
the bracha:
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“Blessed art Thou O’ Lord our God,
King of the universe who is good and
who makes things good.”

May we all be inscribed and sealed
for a year of health, happiness, safety
and peace.

REMEMBER TO BLESS GOD FOR THE GOOD
A Rosh Hashanah Message 

By Rabbi Haskel Lookstein

Dear Rabbi Lookstein,
Dear Riva, Alice and Stacy!

Just today we got the pictures which
we took during the fair in your
synagogue. We want to thank you so
much for your hospitality and your
kindness by inviting us to take part in
your “Ben Yehuda” fair.

We must tell you that you were the
first fair for us — and the best fair. We
are grateful for it.

You let us understand that the
sentence “All Jews are responsible for
one another,” is not only a proverb, it is
your way of life.

We want to thank all the friends
who helped you and us in this mission.

We wish we could always take part
in your projects.

With our best wishes,
Ettie & Mickey Eyal

MIDRACHOV — THANK YOU




