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T
he KJ/Ramaz community will

gather at the Morris & Ida

Newman Educational Center

Ramaz Upper School’s Kaufman

Auditorium to honor those who perished

and those who survived the Holocaust.

The Jewish Communal Fund’s Witness

Theater is a collaboration between

Ramaz Upper School students and

Selfhelp’s Holocaust survivors.  It is a

moving re-enactment of their lives’ most

difficult and poignant moments, as

portrayed by student actors and narrated

by the survivors themselves. 

As time moves on and the number of

survivors is diminished, it behooves

every one of us to make remembering a

priority -- and this evening marked by

prayer and reflection is a most

appropriate way to remember.

To participate in KJ’s meaningful

candle lighting ceremony, 

please contact 

Elisa Gage at elisabgage@yahoo.com

or Yaira Singer at 212-600-0119.

P
esach is no time for speechlessness. The Passover Seder,

which is structured around the Haggadah, is an evening

of talking. And telling the story of the Exodus isn’t quite

enough; you’re supposed to speak about the slavery and

freedom as much as possible, until you fall asleep at the table.

The Passover Seder is an outburst of speech and song, a full

evening performance of dialogue and discussion. Indeed, the

great Kabbalist, the Arizal, says that the word Pesach should

be broken into two words, “peh sach,” which means a

speaking mouth, because Passover is a time for talking.

Freedom is always a noisy cacophony of voices. That’s why the Seder features

conversation; we celebrate the evening by asserting our freedom of speech.

Slavery, on the other hand, is about silence. As Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik puts it:

“Before Moses came there was not even a single sound…..The slaves were gloomy,

voiceless and mute.” A slave keeps his mouth shut; he forever stands in fear of his master.

Silence suits the slave, who sees no point in complaining and no possibility of change.

We can see a reflection of the slave mentality in today’s totalitarian governments.

Citizens may speak, but only what’s approved by the regime; their own thoughts must be

silenced. Nicholas Kristof describes a visit to North Korea he took in 1989: “I stopped in a

rural area to interview two high school girls at random. They were friendly, if startled. So

was I when they started speaking simultaneously and repeating political lines in perfect

unison. They could have been robots.” These girl’s robotic responses were the words of

slavery. In them you hear a soul too frightened to express itself or even dream of hope. The

heart of the slave is silent, unable to express its own thoughts. In the slave’s silence you can

hear the sad sounds of hopelessness and resignation.

The Zohar says that when Moshe arrived in Egypt, the voice of the Jewish people

appeared. Moses, at first too frightened to talk himself, eventually finds his voice; and with

the voice comes freedom. And since Moses, Jews have never lost their voice. And as we sit

around the Passover Seder, we should remember that a direct line connects Moses’ call of

“let my people go” to the powerful words of Isaiah, and on to the words of Theodore Herzl,

David Ben Gurion and Menachem Begin.

Perhaps the most remarkable characteristic of Jewish history is how the Jews never lost

a sense of self-determination in years of crushing exile. Unquestionably, the Passover Seder

kept the minds of the Jews free, even when their bodies remained in chains. Even during

the Holocaust, Jews could speak to each other of freedom, and remain free in their hearts.

Yaffa Eliach recounts an improvised Seder in Bergen Belsen. Rabbi Israel Spira, the

Bluzhover Rebbe, spoke to the children and quoted Isaiah’s messianic vision: “The people

walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of

death a light has dawned.” He told the children they, too, could hope for redemption, to

walk out of darkness into light. Even in Bergen Belsen, Jews continued to speak of freedom.

Even in the hell of the Holocaust, a few whispered words at the Seder could keep the dream

of freedom alive.

WHAT FREEDOM SOUNDS LIKE
by Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz   

continued on page 15



The Officers and Executive Committee of the Congregation are pleased to announce that the Fifteenth Annual Judith Kaufman Hurwich

Keter Torah Award will be presented to Sandra E. Rapoport and Sara Shemia on the second day of Shavuot, June 1, 2017. The practice of

conferring such an award  is to appropriately recognize women in our congregation on the holiday when we celebrate the lives of two great

Jewish heroines, Naomi and Ruth.  It offers us an opportunity, as part of a religious ceremony, to express our appreciation for the services

rendered to our community by women.  

The award is named in memory of Judith Kaufman Hurwich, daughter of Rita and Benjamin Kaufman, of blessed memory, mother of

our members - yibadlu l’chaim tovim - Meryl Jaffe and Adam Hurwich, and grandmother of three former Ramaz students:Talia, Leah, and

Zev Hurwich. Her family continues her tradition of association with KJ and Ramaz in fostering opportunities for women to study Torah.
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SANDRA E. RAPOPORT AND SARA SHEMIA

TO RECEIVE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL

JUDITH KAUFMAN HURWICH KETER TORAH AWARD ON SHAVUOT

We honor these extraordinary woman for their service to our community and to the Jewish People in general.  We pray that God

reward them with many years of health and happiness and with much nachas from their families.  May they continue to serve as stellar

examples of Jewish commitment and service to this entire community, which loves them and blesses them. 

continued on page 14

T
almud Torah-learning and teaching Torah-is the power cord

that energizes Keter Torah awardee Sandra Rapoport.

Sandra has a passion and a gift for teaching Torah, and we

at KJ have been the beneficiaries. With her trademark smile and

her generous love of teaching, Sandra has endeared herself to our

congregation, where many call her friend as well as teacher.

Sandra grew up in Queens, where her parents, Rebecca and

Gabriel Sharon, z”l, led by example, heading up synagogue

endeavors. Her mother opened their home to

Sisterhood meetings and monthly Bible

classes, and, as editor of the shul bulletin,

laid out the pages of blue-lined copy on their

dining room table. Sandra attended the

Yeshiva of Central Queens, where she

learned dikduk, or Hebrew grammar, from

celebrated teacher Mr. Neier. True to his

teaching, a year after graduating yeshiva

Sandra won the city-wide Ayin Prize for Hebrew Language. 

After graduating from Cornell, Sandra began her professional

life as a litigating attorney, and for the next twelve years could be

seen sprinting up the stairs of the State and Federal courthouses in

downtown Manhattan. Even then, years before she took up

writing and teaching Bible, Sandra’s law review articles-on equal

rights, international law, Soviet Jewry, and her piece in

Commentary advocating extradition to Israel of the terrorists who

murdered the Israeli athletes at the 1972 Olympics-spoke

eloquently to issues close to her and the Jewish community’s heart

and soul.

While she was still practicing law and her children were in

school, Sandra began studying Torah and Talmud at the Drisha

Institute in New York City. Ever since, Torah study has literally

been a daily endeavor for her. 

Thirteen years ago, when Sandra’s essay, “Desperately Seeking

Sarah: Her Silence During the Akeidah,” won the London School

of Jewish Studies D’var Torah prize, she was inspired to begin a

new chapter in her life: teaching and writing about Torah. She

could not have predicted the enthusiasm with which she was

embraced. Sandra has a unique teaching style that is at once

meticulous, learned, animated, creative and inclusive. She has 

S
ara Shemia was born on the Upper East Side, where her

parents, Tom (Z”L) and Marilyn Meltzer, were active

members of KJ.  She began nursery school at Ramaz at the

age of 3, which was the start to her 14-year Ramaz education.

Sara received a BS from NYU’s Stern School of Business, and

began her career in Luxury Retail.  She currently works for Ralph

Lauren as Vice President, Brand Planning, where she has been

employed for close to 15 years.

Sara married her husband, Simon, in

1996, when they settled on the Upper East

Side, joining KJ as a young married couple.

Sara and Simon have been involved in

various aspects of synagogue life over the

past 20 years, and are proud to be raising

their three children, Tom, Esther and Victor

in the KJ community.

Shortly after the birth of their first son,

Tom, Sara helped to support the leadership of Kesher to launch a

new program sending all new mothers in the community their first

Shabbat meal when they returned home from the hospital.  She

served as co-President of Kesher for several years, expanding the

board size to encourage a greater level of participation and foster

a stronger sense of community and belonging for our young

families.  Sara also served as an Associate Trustee and Regular

Trustee of the Synagogue.  

Sara was co-chair of UJA@KJ, together with Erica Schwartz.

They developed a calendar of hands on volunteer programs that

increased awareness among our young families to the great work

of UJA-Federation of NY, and launched a KJ community project

raising funds to go directly to reinstating “Shabbat Ore,” a

program at Educational Alliance that provides a Shabbat

experience and meal to those in need.  This was the start of Sara’s

involvement with UJA, where she has since held various

leadership roles.

Together with Esther Kremer, Sara sits on the Manhattan

Yoetzet Committee, representing KJ.  She feels proud  to be

involved in the great work that our KJ Yoetzet Halakhah, Julia

Baruch, is doing to serve the women of our community.

The development of the Sephardic Minyan within KJ has been
continued on page 15



OF NOTE THIS SPRING AT KJ 
SPRING TIME LEARNING

AT KJ

TUESDAY NIGHTS

Exploring the Guide

(Maimonides’ Guide of the

Perplexed)

8:00 p.m.

with Marty Kaufman

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Crash Course in Hebrew

Reading

6:30 p.m.

with Sara Rosen

Navigating Nach

April 26; May 3, 10, 24

7:00 p.m.

with Rabbi Hayyim Angel

Prayerbook Hebrew

7:30 p.m.

with Sara Rosen

THURSDAY NIGHTS

Studies in the Weekly Portion

7:00 p.m.

followed by

Living Judaism

with Rabbi Yossi Weiser

8:00 p.m.

SHABBAT, APRIL 1

DR. DAVID PELCOVITZ

SHABBAT, APRIL 29

RABBI EPHRAIM MIRVIS

CHIEF RABBI OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

AND THE COMMONWEALTH

MONDAY, MAY 1

TEKES MA’AVAR

YOM HAZIKARON ISRAEL MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM

SHABBAT,  MAY 5-6

RABBI DR. JEREMY WIEDER

KJ SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE

SUNDAY,  MAY 7

RABBI LOOKSTEIN THROWS OUT THE FIRST PITCH

AT CITI FIELD (METS V. MARLINS) AT 1:00 P.M.

SHABBAT,  MAY 13

RABBI SHLOMO RISKIN

PNINA OMER SHABBAT

MONDAY, MAY 15

EARLY YEARS

THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF THE REBBE,

RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

BOOK LAUNCH

SUNDAY, JUNE 4

CELEBRATE ISRAEL PARADE
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On March 29, we will recognize KJ

for the vibrant institution it is at our

Annual Meeting. The program will

include tributes to anniversarians,

memorials to departed members, the

induction of new members, and the

election of new officers and trustees. 

In anticipation of Pesach, Rabbi

Lookstein will deliver a mini-shiur

entitled “Why Do We Start the Seder

With Ha Lachma Anya?”

A musical touch will be provided by

the performance of the Kol Ram

Community Choir under the direction of

Daniel Henkin. 

Following the Ramaz School Annual

Meeting, which is always the final order

of business at the KJ Annual Meeting, all

are invited to enjoy a supper of

frankfurters, sauerkraut and ice cold beer,

courtesy of Foremost Caterers.

145TH ANNUAL SYNAGOGUE MEETING
Wednesday, March 29, 2017

7:30 P.M. AT 125 EAST 85TH STREET

AN EVENING OF SYNAGOGUE TRADITION AND LEARNING

TAHARAT HAMISHPACHA

Questions regarding matters 

of Jewish family law

and women’s health

should be addressed to

JULIA BARUCH

KJ’S YOETZET HALAKHAH

929-274-0628

JB.yoetzet@gmail.com
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WELCOME
Kehilath Jeshurun warmly welcomes the following new

members who have joined the Congregation between the

printing of the last Bulletin on December 2, and this

Bulletin, which went to press on March 13.

Raquela and Avi Adelsberg

Danielle and Jason Amirian

Beth and Marc Bengualid

Stephanie and Igor Biselman

Caroline and Jordan Bryk

Rebecca and Joshua Chubak

Aliza Katz & Ariel Cooper 

Taryn and Daniel Fiskus

Emily and Nathan Gindi

Rachel Bayme and Daniel Groisser

Elianna and Yoel Kaye

Saba and Shawn Khodadadian

Rebecca and Aaron Kuperman

Lauren and Daniel Levy

Allie and Alex Luxenberg

Lily and Noam Mintz

Annick and Ryan Palacek

Genesa Pfeifer

Shira and Michael Shambon

Talia and Ben Strulowitz

Sara and Jonathan Tsur

Advanced Talmud Shiur

in Tractate Avodah Zarah

in memory of Dr. William Major

with

KJ’s Scholar-in-Residence

Rabbi Jeremy Wieder

Following 8:30 a.m. Sunday morning services

and breakfast in the Ramaz Lower School

125 East 85th Street

Childcare available

for children over the age of 3. 

Please contact Aryana@CKJ.org

Photo credit Israel Max
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Purim 5777

March 12, 2017

Dear Friends,

As we all know, the first order of business in preparation for Pesach is Maot

Chitim. In our Congregation, it is known as Passover Relief. Before we take

care of our own food needs - or reservations for far-off places - we have to think

of those less fortunate than we, and do everything we can to help them not

only have a happy Pesach but have an economically viable life.

This is true, first of all, in our relationship with the larger Jewish

community. It is for that reason that we will give a major source of our

Passover Relief campaign to Met Council and to other relief organizations

which help our people in need in New York, in Israel, and around the world.

That is our communal obligation as a congregational family.

However, we also have an obligation closer to home. We have friends

and neighbors right here in our community who used to be very generous

donors to Passover Relief but who, right now, cannot pay their rent and

have trouble putting food on the table every day, let alone making Pesach.

You do not know who they are, but we do.  If we approached any one of

you to ask for help for one of these families you would give with extreme

generosity. Please, therefore, give as if you knew these people personally

and help them through what we hope will be a brief period of

extraordinary need.

(As an example: Audrey and I (Haskel Lookstein) used to contribute $250

each year for Maot Chitim. For the past few years, we have been contributing

$1,000 - and we will do so again this year - because the needs are pressing and

so close to home.) We hope you will respond in a similar fashion in accordance

with your own ability to help others in need.

May God respond to our generosity by blessing us all with a very happy and

kosher Passover.

Haskel Lookstein Chaim Steinmetz Elie Weinstock

P.S. Please make your check payable to the KJ Benevolent Fund, earmarked

“Passover Relief,” or you can make your donation on-line at www.CKJ.org/pay

A Special Letter from the KJ Rabbis PASSOVER SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 9

Search for Chametz  . . . . . .After 8:04 p.m.

Monday, April 10, Passover Eve

Morning Services and

Siyum B’chor (Firstborn)  . . . . . .7:00 a.m.

Chametz may not be eaten after 10:46 a.m.

Burn chametz no later than  . . . .11:52 a.m.

Candlelighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:13 p.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 p.m

Start Seder  . . . . . . . . . . . . .After 8:07 p.m.

Tuesday, April 11, Passover 1

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 a.m.

Evening Services.  . . . . . . . . . . . ..7:25 p.m.

Candlelighting & Seder.......After 8:08 p.m.

Wednesday, April 12, Passover II

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:25 p.m.

Conclusion of Yom Tov  . . . . . . . 8:09 p.m.

SERVICES DURING

THE WEEK OF CHOL HAMOED

Thursday, April 13, Passover III

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:45 p.m.

Friday, April 14, Passover IV

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:45 p.m.

Candlelighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:17 p.m.

Saturday, April 15, Passover V

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:10 p.m.

Shabbat concludes  . . . . . . . . . . . .8:14 p.m.

Sunday, April 16, Passover VI

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:30 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:45 p.m.

Candlelighting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:19 p.m.

CONCLUDING DAYS OF PASSOVER

Monday, April 17, Passover VII
Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:35 p.m.

Candlelighting  . . . . . . . . . . after 8:15 p.m.

Tuesday, April 18, Passover VIII

(Yizkor is recited)

Morning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 a.m.

Evening Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:35 p.m.

Conclusion of Yom Tov . . . . . . . .8:16 p.m.

ANNUAL SYNAGOGUE SHABBATON

April 7-8
Sponsored by Suzanne and Dr. Norman Javitt

DINNER AND/OR LUNCH
The Shabbat Before Passover

NO COOKING FOR YOU!

Prices are per person, per meal

Members Non-Members

Adults: $45 $50

Juniors (ages 12-18): $35 $40

Children (ages 2-11): $20 $35

Register at www.CKJ.org/AnnualShabbaton
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STEP #1: Removal of Chametz –

Cleaning the House

STEP #2: Kashering Appliances

Gas ovens, both the stove-top and

inside (racks as well), should be cleaned

with an oven cleaner, and then not used for

24 hours.  After 24 hours, invert the metal

spiders and turn the burners on to the

highest setting for 15 minutes. (If using an

electric oven, turn the burners on the

highest setting for 15 minutes as well.)

After this is done, cover the stovetop with

aluminum foil for the duration of Pesach.

The inside oven should be turned on to

broil for one hour.

If the oven is self-cleaning, go through

one cycle.

Microwave ovens should be cleaned,

and not used for 24 hours, after which a

bowl or cup containing a few ounces of

water should be put in and ‘cooked’ until

the water is vaporized into steam.

Stainless steel sinks should be cleaned

with a cleaning solution, and not used for

24 hours, after which boiling water should

be poured on every area of the sink and its

parts. Porcelain sinks cannot be kashered.

They must be cleaned and covered.

Dishwashers may be kashered for

Pesach after standing unused for 24 hours.

They should be put through 3 complete

cycles, using soap in the first one.

Kashering Utensils

While it is preferable to have as many

utensils as possible specially reserved for

use only on Pesach, many utensils used

throughout the year may be kashered for

use on Pesach. Items that are ‘kasherable’

include: metal utensils used for hot and

cold, providing they are not difficult to

clean (i.e., a sieve, parts that are glued

together), and glass utensils that were used

strictly for cold food.

Items that may not be kashered are:

glassware that is used for cooking,

earthenware, pottery, porcelain, pyrex,

and chinaware. 

The easiest way to kasher utensils is to

bring them to the KJ Kasher-In on

Sunday, April 2 from 9:00 a.m. until

12:00 p.m. or Monday, April 3, from

6:30 - 9:30 p.m., where our rabbis will

supervise the immersion of metal utensils

in a large sink of rapidly boiling water.

It is also possible to kasher in the

privacy of your own home. The procedure

for kashering is as follows: Metal utensils

should be thoroughly cleaned with a

cleaning solution and then not used for 24

hours. Small utensils such as silverware or

other cutlery should be immersed briefly

in a large pot containing rapidly boiling

water. If the pot is very large, more than

one piece may be immersed at a time.

Each piece should then be rinsed with cold

water.

Pots are kashered by bringing water in

them to a boil and then immersing a hot

stone or iron such that the water will

overflow onto the sides of the pot. Then

rinse the pot in cold water. Items which

came into direct contact with chametz,

without the medium of water (e.g. a

broiler, frying pan) may be kashered by

heating them until they are literally

‘redhot’ or by placing them in a  self-

cleaning oven during the self-clean cycle.

Glass utensils should be cleaned with a

cleaning solution and then immersed in

water (a bathtub works) for three days,

changing the water every 24 hours.

STEP #3: The Search For Chametz

One of the most beautiful and

meaningful ceremonies associated with

Passover is b’dikat chametz—the search

for chametz. The ceremony is composed

of five parts.

1. Reciting a special blessing over the

mitzvah of the removal of chametz.

2. The search of the house by the light

of a candle to find vestiges of chametz.

3. The reciting of the formula of

nullification of chametz.

4. The burning or disposal of any

chametz found during the search.

5. The reciting of a final, more

inclusive formula of nullification.

The first three parts of this ceremony

will be observed this year on Sunday

evening, April 9, after nightfall, 8:04 p.m.

The disposal should be on Monday

morning, April 10. Children especially

will be impressed by the ceremony. It

should, therefore, be performed with

enthusiasm and dedication.

The children should be asked to place

pieces of chametz in the various rooms —

a practice which ensures that the search

will not be in vain. They can hold the

candle and the feather and they should

examine their own possessions, dressers

and desks, for long forgotten relics of

chametz.

Passover is a beautiful festival. It is a

serious one, too. Both these aspects can

be captured in advance of the festival by

a careful observance of b’dikat chametz.

Disposal of Chametz

No chametz may be eaten on Monday

morning, April 10 after 10:46 a.m. 

STEP #4: The Sale of Chametz

The ritual sale of chametz must be

completed by early Monday morning, April

10. There are those who prefer to perform

the ritual in person. For those who cannot

attend to the matter in person, there is a

form provided on page 7 of this Bulletin

which authorizes Rabbi Steinmetz to sell

our chametz. THIS MUST BE

RETURNED TO THE SYNAGOGUE BY

MONDAY MORNING, APRIL 10, NOT

LATER THAN 8:30 a.m.

Individuals who will be in Israel for

Passover should consult the rabbis in

advance to make special arrangements.

RABBI CHAIM STEINMETZ TO DELIVER

THE SHABBAT HA-GADOL DRASHA

SPONSORED BY

SUZY AND LARRY PRESENT

“EREV PESACH AND JEWISH IDENTITY:

BETWEEN THE PARTICULAR AND UNIVERSAL”

Shabbat afternoon, April 8

following Mincha at 6:40 p.m.

in lieu of Seudah Shlishit

AA PP A S S O V E R  T I M E L I N EA S S O V E R  T I M E L I N E



STEP #5: The Burning of Chametz

On Monday morning, April 10, it  is

customary to burn the chametz. The

synagogue provides a large, contained

fire for this purpose. No bracha should

be said, since the one said before the

search applies to the burning as well. 

STEP #6: After Pesach

According to Jewish Law, chametz

that was owned by a Jew during

Pesach may never be eaten by a Jew.

Therefore, it is preferable that after

Pesach one buys food from

establishments owned by non-Jews,

establishments owned by Jews who

properly sold their chametz before

Pesach, or after a month (time that a

store’s stock has been used up) from

any establishment.
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PASSOVER PREPARATIONS

AT KJ:

“Kasher-In”

SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND

9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

MONDAY, APRIL 3RD

6:30 P.M. - 9:30 P.M.

Shmurah Matzah

Pick-Up

SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND

9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

(see order form below)

^

SHMURAH MATZAHS 
Kehilath Jeshurun is again

pleased to offer to its membership

the opportunity to purchase

Shmurah Matzah through the

synagogue. The Matzahs are

available at $25.00 per pound.

The pick up will be on Sunday,

April 2nd in the synagogue lobby

from 9 a.m.-12:00 noon.

All orders must be prepaid

and ordered by Thursday, March

30.

Make checks payable to  KJ. 

Please reserve ______ pounds of

Shmurah Matzah at $25 per pound.

oRegular        oWhole Wheat

Name _______________________

Address ______________________

Phone: (Day)__________________

(Evening) ____________________

If you are able to host guests at

your Seder table, please contact  Rabbi

Elie Weinstock at 212-774-5636 or

ravelie@ckj.org

“Let all who are hungry,

come and eat...”

FORM FOR SALE OF CHAMETZ
I, __________________________________________________________, do hereby

authorize RABBI CHAIM STEINMETZ, of 125 East 85th Street, City, State and

County of New York, to sell, transfer and assign 

all Chametz of whatever kind and nature which I possess, or in which 

I may have an interest, wherever situated, in my residence

at:________________________________________________________  or in my place

of business at:______________________________________ or in any other place,

without reservation and limitation.  I further authorize him to lease all places in 

which chametz might be found.

Signature___________________________________Date:___________________

Please return to the Synagogue office by Monday, April 10th, by 8:30 AM.

If you plan to spend Passover in Israel or Europe, please check this box: q

If you plan to spend Passover in another US time zone, please circle below:
Central Rocky Mountain Pacific

KJ BEGINNERS PROGRAM TO HOST COMMUNAL SEDER

Want to experience a Seder with great food, insightful explanations, and all the

trimmings? Want to be in a warm, friendly environment on Seder night? Don’t want to

hassle with preparing a Seder both nights? Well, have we got the answer!

Under the leadership of Rabbi Daniel & Rachel Kraus, and with the sweet melodies of

KJB Chazan Shilo Kramer, KJ will once again host a Seder designed and planned as a

learning experience. It is intended for those who wish to understand more about the

content and meaning of the Seder and how to conduct it properly. This special Seder will

be held on the first night of Passover, Monday, April 10, at 8:00 p.m.

The cost is $110 per adult and $75 for children age 3-11. (Children under 3 may be

seated with parents at no charge without their own meal.)

Reservations can be made by check to the synagogue office or online at

www.CKJ.org/paa. The deadline for reservations is Wednesday, April 5, by 10:00 a.m.

Timely Torah

Holiday Workshops at KJ

with Rabbi Daniel 

and Rachel Kraus

PASSOVER

Tuesday, March 28

MODEL SEDER

Tuesday, April 5

Each workshop has two parts:

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. (refresher)

8:00 - 9:00 p.m. (deeper dive)
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Shabbat Shalom,

I feel privileged to have been given this

moment to address you on the eve of Zayin

Adar. For 48 years, I have been surrounded

by what one could term Zayin Adar

personalities, people who have enriched

and interrupted their everyday lives,

making chesed a major priority.

I begin with recognizing my parents

who are legendary in this regard, for their

acts of chesed throughout my entire

childhood and beyond. I like to say that

they taught me from the earliest age the

pleasure that one derives from performing

acts of chesed as the core of one’s

existence. Every Shabbat and Yom Tov,

our table was filled with new faces of those

needing a place to eat; people whose

family members were in the hospital; or

foreigners in New York. Rarely did a

Shabbat pass when my brother and I slept

in our own beds. A sleeping bag on the

floor became a pleasurable place from

which to understand new ideas, hear

stories, and even learn of other people’s

difficulties - and our need to be there for

them.

My father, Martin -

one of the founders of

the KJ Chevra Kadisha

and so many other

known and unknown

chasadim - together

with my mother, Evelyn

- tibadel l’chaim,

focused on hachnasat

orchim, bikur cholim

and chesed for children,

families, and our

community.

And then of course my

lifelong Rabbi-Rabbi Lookstein - who, as

the book that is written about him states, is

a Rav Chesed. He set a standard not only in

his rabbinic practices, but also in his life.

Together with Mrs. Lookstein, they

are the primary sources for what it

means to do chesed and are role

models in all of our lives.

Additionally, I feel privileged

to share in acts of chesed with the

members of the KJ Men’s and

Women’s Chevra, Bikur Cholim, Food

Pantry, Hatzolah, home hospitality and so

many others. I am blessed to witness our

community’s generosity in terms of time

and substance.

In the words of Dr. Seuss-

Oh, The Places You Will Go!

Today is your day.

You’re off to great places.

You’re off and away.

You have brains in your head.

You have feet in your shoes.

You can steer yourself 

In any direction you choose.

You’re on your own. And you know

what you know.

And YOU are the guy

who’ll decide where to go.

Zayin Adar is

traditionally recognized as

date of the birth and death

of Moshe Rabbeinu. It has

become our practice at KJ

and in many communities to

use this day to focus on the

community’s chasadim, and

in particular, the work of the

Chevra Kadisha, and so I

will start with a brief

overview of who we are and

what we do.

The Chevra Kadisha is the group that

sometimes prepares a community member

who has died for their

burial. The name

itself, Chevra

Kadisha - holy

society or

brotherhood -

speaks to the task

that the group is asked

to perform. The tahara - the

cleansing - as it is named, is termed a

chesed shel emet, a truthful good deed,

because the recipient of the chesed can

never repay those who fulfill it for them.

The Chevra’s job is to concern

ourselves with the dignity of the deceased

person and prepare the body to leave the

world in the same state of purity in which

it entered.

Our bodies have inherent kedusha -

holiness - and like an aron kodesh, which

houses a Sefer Torah, our bodies are the

receptacle for our soul - the nefesh - and

therefore retain a holiness, even after

death. 

Throughout a tahara, we maintain the

highest level of kavod Hamet - respect for

the deceased - and treat every aspect of our

work with kedusha. We do not publicize

that we are doing a tahara on any

individual and whatever is experienced in

the room during the tahara is kept strictly

confidential.

Our work, while task-oriented, is also

quite spiritual. 

Some of our customs, and they are

actually minhag and not halacha, include: 

wtrying not to speak throughout the
time of the tahara

“ O h ,  T h e  P l a c e s  Y o u  W i l l  G o ! ”
D r .  S e u s s ,  M o s h e  R a b b e i n u  

a n d  t h e  Z a y i n  A d a r  M o m e n t
A “Zayin Adar” Presentation by Kenny Rochlin

Perhaps,
our sages wanted

to highlight the value
of Moshe choosing

chesed 

Zayin Adar, the seventh day of the month of Adar, is the anniversary of the birth and death of Moshe Rabbeinu. It is traditional to  honor the Chevra

Kadisha, since on that day of Moshe’s death God Himself performed the duties of the Chevra Kadisha . It is KJ’s tradition to honor not just the Chevra

Kadisha but all the KJ Chesed volunteers from Bikur Cholim, Hatzolah, “UJA at KJ,” the Food Pantry, the Blood Drive, Mitzvah Toy Fund, Dorot

Shabbat Meal Delivery, and the Widows Connection. It is the ideal time to consider becoming a volunteer -- to learn first-hand how doing chesed

impacts not only the recipient of the act of chesed, but the doer, as well.
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wnot passing items over the body,
but walking around it instead

wsaying many meaningful Tehilim
and pesukim related to the activity

in which we are involved 

We want to maintain as much dignity

as possible for the deceased throughout the

process.

The tahara process itself consists of

cleaning the body, then purifying, and

finally dressing the body before it is placed

in the casket. 

The chevra carefully and gently cleans

every area with sensitivity to modesty. We

remove any items that have been

artificially connected to the body, which

includes simple items like a band aid. We

prepare the nails and brush the hair. Then

comes the actual moment of purification

when the body is either fully immersed in

a mikvah or completely covered with

mikvah water in one carefully orchestrated

motion. We say the words Tahor hu, Tahor

hu, Tahor hu once

the mikvah

process is

c o m p l e t e d .

Thus, we are

stating that the

body is purified

and returned to

the way it was

brought into the

world. 

Finally, the

special tachrichim

- clothing - are placed on the body. Special

non-binding knots are tied lightly, spelling

the name of God before placing the body

into the casket, which has been prepared

with a liner and tallit (for men) to complete

the wrapping of the body. Kavod Ha-met is

understood as the paradigm of chesed.

Where does the entire concept of

preparing and burying the dead and Kavod

Ha-met come from and what is its

connection to the anniversary of Moshe’s

birth and death?

We begin with the Gemara in Sotah

14A-

It tells us that the Torah begins and

ends with chesed. 

:htkna hcr ars
ohsxj ,ukhnd v,khj, vru,v

/ohsxj ,ukhnd vpuxu
ohsxj ,ukhnd v,khj,
ohekt ‘v aghu rntba

rug ,ub,f u,atku ostk 
j”nd vpux /oahckhu

thdc u,ut rucehu rntba 
Rabbi Simlai explained: The Torah

begins and ends with chesed. At its

beginning, we learn of God’s chesed for

Adam and his wife when He made clothing

for them. And at its end, we

are told of God’s

chesed when He

buried Moshe.

Just as God

buries Moshe,

He does all sorts

of chesed.

wGod clothed
Adam and Chava when

they were naked, despite the fact that they

had violated the singular limitation He had

placed on them in Gan Eden.

wGod visits the sick, as He did with
Avraham after his Brit Milah.

wGod comforts the mourner as He does
when He visits Yitzchak after the death of

Sarah, his mother, giving him additional

Brachot. 

And then at the very end of the Torah,

we are told God buries Moshe Rabbeinu.

wwwww

It is one thing for God to take upon

Himself the tasks of visiting the sick, being

menachem avel, and actually burying

Moshe, but returning to the more this-

worldly, we need to recognize how Moshe

himself acted in a similar vein.  

Notwithstanding the burden and

responsibilities of confronting Pharaoh,

and leading a sometimes recalcitrant

nation out of the Egypt, Sefer Shemot

describes to us the pause taken by Moshe

in the midst of Yetziat Mitzrayim (the

exodus from Egypt). 

We learn how Moshe spent his final

hours in Mitzrayim and how he behaved

during the most complex and terror-filled

moment for any member of the Jewish

people at that time.

We are told that Moshe took upon

himself the full responsibility of finding

and then carrying the bones of Yosef in

preparation for leaving Miztrayim.

So picture Moshe having just

succeeded in getting permission for the

people of Israel to leave Mitzrayim. Bnei

Yisrael is heavily relying on Moshe’s

leadership. They have explicit instructions

from Hashem to take the spoils - the riches

of the Mitzrayim, such as gold and silver.

And what is Moshe doing? He is

looking for the bones of Yosef and where

they are buried.

He is choosing to spend his time doing

mitzvot, fulfilling commitments, not

gathering gold and silver.

Moshe understood the commodity of

mitzvot - the idea that as Shlomo

Hamelech states in Mishlei

“Chacham Lev Yikach

Mitzvot,” “A wise heart

will take mitzvot.” 

Moshe could intuit

that the spoils of Egypt

might have value in this

world, but that they would

have no value in the world to

come - they are not a guaranteed

investment. No guaranteed reward. His

decision to take the bones of Yosef,

however difficult, carried no risk, only

reward. 

This was a moment of true leadership.

Moshe’s actions could speak clearly to the

people and be more valuable than mere

words. At that very moment, his actions

represented the future of the people he was

leading.

We are told in the Gemara that when

Bnei Yisrael arrived at the yam suf, the

thing that ultimately was responsible for

Kriyat Yam Suf, the splitting of the sea, was

the sea seeing the bones of Yosef Hatzadik. 

What, we may ask, is the Midrash

trying to convey by sharing with us this

fantastical idea of the bones creating the

merit for such a miracle?

Perhaps, our sages wanted to highlight

the value of Moshe choosing chesed,

taking care of someone else, rather than

gathering worldly riches. Moshe

prioritized the proper and dignified

handling of Joseph’s bones over the

gathering of worldly comforts. 

In this community, we
each have so many

opportunities to choose
mitzvot

continued on page 11

DEDICATE
Members of the Congregation and

others are invited to honor a friend or

relative, celebrate a milestone event or

memorialize a loved one by dedicating

Chumashim or Siddurim.

CHUMASHIM - $45 each

SIDDURIM - $25 each
For more information

call Riva Alper at 212-774-5670
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Brought to you by the Men’s Club

December 5

Adam Kirsch, American poet and literary critic,  reviewed his most recent book which has been hailed

as “an astute and accessible introduction to Jewish literacy.” The book exlores eighteen classic texts

including biblical books of Deuteronomy and Esther, the philosophy of Maimonides, the autobiography

of the medieval businesswoman Glückel of Hameln, and the Zionist manifestoes of Theodore Herzl.

February 13

Neta Ariel, director of the Maaleh Film School in Jerusalem, guided a discussion about three short

films on the subject of Jewish families. She is pictured here with Men’s Club president Dr. Mark

Meirowitz.

December 11

Sarah Kaminsky spoke about her father, Adolfo Kaminsky, a forger par excellence who used his

ability to saved thousands of Jewish families by serving the French Resistance during World War

II. Then, as a photographer, he produced thousands of counterfeit documents for immigrants, exiles,

and others in need of false documentation. He kept his story a secret until he was in his eighties, until

his daughter convinced him of the value of telling his story. 

Dr. Mark Meirowitz, President

Save the Dates!

KJ Annual Dinner
Saturday night

December 2, 2017

KJ/Ramaz Blood Drive
Sunday, 

December 3, 2017

q Please duplicate last year’s listing(s)

Offering $__________ for _______ people. 

Please add the following:

FULL NAME IN ENGLISH (PLEASE PRINT)

OFFERING

Name_________________________________ $ ______________

Name_________________________________ $ ______________

Name_________________________________ $ ______________

Name_________________________________ $ ______________

YOUR NAME ____________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________

PHONE__________________________________________________

q Please check here if you did not have a listing last year.
*This offering is a token of reverence and is designed to be within reach of all.

We suggest a contribution of $18 or more for each name.

This form should be returned to our office by Friday, May 12.

2 0 17  -  2 0 18  Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun Book of Remembrance

Once again during the spring, Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun will publish a BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE in which the names of departed
dear ones are recorded by their living relatives who recite Yizkor for them four times a year. At the Yizkor service there is a prayer which says that
an offering has been made in memory of those for whom Yizkor was recited.  Members of the congregation and the community-at-large may
authorize us to publish the names of their departed relatives by making a token contribution of $18 or more for each name to be memorialized.
Please use the form below if you wish us to record names for you.

The Book will go to press on Friday, May 12, so that it will be ready in time for Shavuot.

Enclosed please find my Yizkor offering* for the entire year in memory of those listed below, who are to be recorded in the KJ BOOK OF
REMEMBRANCE published by the congregation.

A Glimpse of Our 2016 

Blood Drive Young Volunteers
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FOR THE KJ FOOD PANTRY

wStaffing the food cart  
Mondays  from 4:45-6:00 p.m.

wPacking food bags on Mondays

For more information contact

Bernice Kahn at

bernice.berman@gmail.com

Check the KJ website (www.CKJ.org)  for future Men’s Club programming.
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Moshe Rabbeinu’s decision to

prioritize and fulfill a commitment and

properly care for Yosef’s bones is what led

and then carried Bnei Yisrael forward

across Yam Suf and ultimately into Eretz

Yisrael.

Let us also remember that Yosef had

buried his own father, Yaakov, and now

was being repaid with Moshe taking his

bones, and ultimately as we heard earlier,

God buries Moshe.  

Moshe chose mitzvot over wealth and

his decision allowed him to receive the

ultimate reward- to be buried by God.

In Sefer Devarim 13:5 - 

iuecs, ucu ///ufk, ofhekt ‘v hrjt

Follow after the Lord, your God … and

cleave to Him.

Rashi on this pasuk asks - What is

meant by cleaving to God?

wohsxj kund :uhfrsc ecsv - iuecs, ucu
/v”cev vaga unf ohkuj ruec /oh,n ruce

“Cleave to Him” - cleave to His

attributes: Bestow chesed, visit the sick,

and bury the dead, just as God does.

Moshe certainly cleaved to the

attributes that God modeled.

wwwww

So here we are on the eve

of Zayin Adar, a time as we

have said that recognizes

chesed. We are quite close to

Purim, a holiday that is

also surrounded with

chesed opportunities  -

actively doing for others.

Two of the four mitzvot of

the chag are Matanot

Le’evyonim and Mishloach

Manot, each chesed -

focused. 

In this community, we

each have so many opportunities to choose

mitzvot, to choose spending our time

focused on helping and building others,

fulfilling the basic and more complex

needs that exist for others. Each of us do

what we can, with our with different

talents, different resources and time

constraints. 

What is most essential is

to make a commitment

to actively do

something focused

on chesed, that will

bring greater

rewards to the

world and to each of

our lives.  

I end as Dr. Seuss does- 

So...be your name Buxbaum or Bixby

or Bray

or Mordecai Ali Van Allen O’Shea,

You’re off  to Great Places!

Today is your day!

Your mountain is waiting.

So...get on your way!

“ O h  T h e  P l a c e s  Y o u  W i l l  G o ! ”
continued from page 9

SHABBAT AT KJ

KESHER MINYAN

9:15 a.m.

April 1 & 29; May 13;

June 3 & 24 

HASHKAMA MINYAN

7:15 a.m.

April 8 & 22, May 6 & 20, 

June 3 & 17, July 1, 15 & 29

August 12 & 26

SEPHARDIC MINYAN

9:00 a.m. Every Shabbat

LEARNERS SERVICE

9:30 a.m. Every Shabbat

INTERMEDIATE SERVICE

9:30 a.m. Every Shabbat

ukt
ihta ohrcs 
ruga ovk 

ROSE AND CHARLES LANGER

LUNCH & LEARN PROGRAM

The Rose & Dr. Charles Langer Lunch and

Learn Program for seniors, hosted by

Donna Silverman, will continue through

June 2017. The free program for seniors is

made possible by an endowment created by

the Buchwald, Edelsburg, and Stern

Families.

March 29 - Israel Max

April 5 - Karen Lerman

April 26 - Dr. Gilbert Kahn

May 3 - Lower School Chorus

May 10 - Mark Friedman

May 17 - Janie Schwalbe

May 26 - Rabbi Yigal Sklarin

June 7 - Dr. Gilbert Kahn

June 14 -Rabbi Elie Weinstock

The program takes place at 12 noon

preceded at 11:30 

by Dus Haimische Shtiebel: 

“The Yiddish Schmoozers.”

Soul Cycle
A Monthly 

Spiritual Workout

Led by Rachel Kraus 

April 5 & 26, May 31

Women of the community
are invited to participate

in a monthly learning series
to provide an opportunity to learn,
share, engage and inspire each Rosh

Chodesh.  

A variety of topics
will be addressed

in different homes each month.

RSVP to roshchodesh.org 



Who says lightning

doesn’t strike twice?

May 7, 2017
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SURVIVAL OF A NATION
with Rabbi Elie Weinstock

Exploring Israel Through the Lens

of the Six Day War

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem,

examine some of the key issues relating to our relationship with Israel.

JLI is a creative presentation of traditional Judaism in a highly professional,

innovative, academically rigorous yet accessible format. 

SHAVUOT

AND

TIKUN LEYL

TUESDAY NIGHT, MAY 30

Candlelighting 8:01 p.m.

Evening services at 8:15 p.m.

Shavuot Dinner at 9:15 p.m.

Opening Class at 11:30 p.m.

followed by All-night Learning

and Sunrise Minyan at 5:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31

Morning Services at 9:00 a.m.

Evening Services at 6:40 p.m.

Early Yom Tov:

Preparations, Candlelighting

and Kiddush after 6:47 p.m.

but before 8:21 p.m.

Regular Candlelighting

after 9:02 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 1

Morning Services at 9:00 a.m.

Women’s Learning 7:00 p.m.

Evening Services at 8:15 p.m.

Yom Tov ends at 9:03 p.m.

KJ BEGINNERS PRESENTS

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

APRIL 28

JUNE 9 - SEASON FINALE

Friday Night Carlebach Services 

followed by dinner 

RSVP to 212-774-5678 

or Beginners@CKJ.org

Why do Jews care so much about land?

Why does Israel raise the ire of the entire world?

What are the ethics of preemptive strikes?

How should Israel protect against an enemy

hiding behind human shields?

What lies at the heart of the land-for-peace-debate?

Six Mondays at 7:00 p.m. starting May 8

$79 per person; $135 per couple.

Try the first class for free!

No one is turned away for lack of funds

April 1 - Family Seudah

Shlishit

April 2 - Barnes & Noble 

Story Time

April 22 - Shabbat Day 

Tefillah Together

April 22 - KJSL Opening Day

May 6 -  Grades 1-2 Shabbaton

May 13 - Grades 3-4 Shabbaton

May 13 -Shabbat Day 

Tefillah Together

May 20 -Family Seudah

Shlishit 

May 30 - Shavuot Learning

UPCOMING YOUTH

DEPARTMENT

ACTIVITIES

KJSL DATES

April 22, 23, 29, 30

May 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27,

28

June 3, 4, 10, 11

JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE AT KJ
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The Jacques & Hannah

Schwalbe Mikvah

419 East 77th Street

(bet. 1st & York Avenues)

Telephone:  212-359-2020

The West Side Mikvah

234 West 74th Street

(East of Broadway)

Telephone:  212-579-2011

THREE COMMUNITY MIKVAHS

The Rennert Mikvah

at 5th Avenue Synagogue

5 East 62nd Street

(just off Fifth Avenue)

Telephone:  212-753-6058

KJ Sisterhood  Circle of Life™ Cards
Acknowledge and celebrate community smachot or honor the memory of a loved one. Proceeds benefit deserving families and individuals in our

community and around the world. $25 for a package of 5 cards; $18 for 2 cards; and $10 for single cards.  Please contact

SharonGarfunkel@hotmail.com for more information or to purchase.

Challah & L’Chaim
On March 2, the KJ Sisterhood, along with co-sponsors KJ Men’s Club and Natan@Ramaz, held the “Challah &

L’Chaim” event in memory of Marsha Dane Stern, the sister of Gail Propp, Sharon Dane, and Wilma Kule. Marsha was

thirty-one when she was diagnosed with breast cancer and thirty-six when it claimed her life.  The Sisterhood’s goal was

to bring the community together to gain vital health information regarding cancer screening while at the same time

offering a special atmosphere and community activity.  The event was attended by over 150 people across the community.  

The evening started with a hands-on lesson in Challah baking from the one and only Challah Fairy,

Chanalee.  While the dough rose, guests listened to an important talk by Dr. Emily Sonnenblick,

Associate Professor of Radiology at Mt. Sinai Hospital, and Dr. Ken Offit, Chief of the Clinical

Genetics Service at MSKCC.  Dr. Sonneblick’s talk “Why, Who, When and How” shared the most

up to date parameters for breast cancer screening.  Dr. Offit explained the genetic risks in the

Jewish community for men and women, as well as up-to-date information, on genetic testing.

Throughout the evening everyone enjoyed a variety of beverages (wine, scotch, tequila and more!) as

well as an array of food. We are certain every attendee left with some new information, whether it was about

cancer prevention and/or how to make a foolproof challah. L’Chaim!

Salt of the Earth!
Alexandra Joseph Rabbani, Founder and Chief Culinary

Officer of Salt of the Earth Bakery, presented “Deceptively

Pareve” on February 22. Alexandra shared baking tips and

some of her secrets to making dairy-tasting pareve desserts

during the hands-on class. Participants sampled some great

delicacies and went home armed with recipes and a resolve to

bring some of that great taste home. We are grateful to

Alexandra for sharing her time -- and for so generously

donating Salt of the Earth Baked goods to the Sisterhood’s

Shavuot Kiddush.

Estate Planning
Sharon Bilar and Sharon Gonen presented a guide to

financial organization on January 25. They outlined

necessary steps to be taken to ensure one’s legal and

financial affairs are in order.

Looking Forward!
April 26: Sisterhood Night Out: An evening of Chesed,

Wine Tasting, Shopping, & Friends

May 3: Book Club Event - The Lilac Girls by Martha Hall

Kelly.  

May 22nd: Annual Sisterhood Luncheon

June (date TBD): Museum of Art and Design Tour

For more information about programming or to become

more involved, please contact Sisterhood@CKJ.org

Timely Torah

Holiday Workshops at KJ
with Rabbi Daniel 

and Rachel Kraus

YOM HASHOAH

Tuesday, April 25

LAG B’OMER

Tuesday, May 9

SHAVUOT

Tuesday, May 23

THREE WEEKS

Tuesday, June 27

7:00 p.m.(refresher)

8:00 p.m. (deeper dive)

SAVE THE DATE!

Kesher 

Parents CPR Event

April 4

7:30 p.m.

125 East 85th Street

For more information:

kesher@CKJ.org
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become a sought-after

speaker in synagogues, JCCs and book clubs across the Tri-State

area and Long Island, and as far afield as Massachusetts, Florida,

Montreal and London. Her essays on the weekly parasha appear

regularly in The Jewish Week, and her article, “Miriam’s Lesson

from Matan Torah,” was required reading in Rabbi Lookstein’s

“Sex and the Rabbi” class for Ramaz seniors.

Sandra has taught a popular co-ed series on Women in the Bible

at the Manhattan JCC for eleven years, she has taught Bible at

Drisha, and she is a regular Tikkun Leyl Shavuot speaker at the

JCC. Here at KJ she has taught all of us at her compelling Seudah

Shlishit Torah Talks and her Shavuot lectures. She has been guest

speaker on four occasions at KJ’s Am HaSefer Book Club, and in

a pinch has been a substitute teacher for Rabbi Lookstein at his

Wednesday morning women’s parsha class. 

In recent years Sandra was a Resident Scholar at Harvard in

Law and Bible, where she gave weekly lectures and held classes

for diverse audiences of Christians, Jews, Muslims, and clergy of

all faiths. 

The author of three books of Torah interpretation, Sandra’s

specialty is giving voice to the Bible’s characters, especially its

women, bringing their stories to vivid life. Her third book,

Biblical Seductions: Six Stories Retold Based on Talmud and

Midrash, was a Finalist for the National Jewish Book Awards, and

was a Boston Globe Top-Ten Best Seller. Commenting on the

book, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks wrote, “With verve and literary

insight Sandra Rapoport takes us through…the narratives of the

Hebrew Bible…bringing them to life and revealing them to be

rich with contemporary resonances.” Sandra is currently at work

on her fourth book.

Sam Rapoport, Sandra’s husband of forty-four years, is a

neurologist and Professor of Neurology at Weill Cornell Medical

College, and is a familiar face at KJ, one of our community of

Kohanim. Dr. Sam’s early-to-rise weekday schedule is hard to

break, so both he and Sandra are patrons of KJ’s Hashkama

Shabbat service.

In addition to writing and teaching, over the past three decades

Sandra has volunteered at the institutions she loves best. She

served ten years on the Board of Directors of Drisha, and recently

Sandra and Sam were honored by Drisha for their years of service

and support. Here at KJ, Sandra served ten years on the KJ Board,

and six years on the Ramaz Liaison Committee. She wrote the

commemorative book celebrating Rabbi Lookstein’s 70th

birthday, and also contributed an original essay to Rav Chesed, the

Tribute Book honoring Rabbi Lookstein’s Jubilee. 

Sandra and Sam have been members of KJ for twenty-five

years. They are the parents of three children, Benjamin, Ezra and

Sarah, who have variously graduated from Harvard, Oxford,

Brown, MIT, Harvard Medical School and Brown Medical

School. 

continued from page 2

KETER TORAH SANDRA RAPOPORT

Social Worker Live
I have now been serving the KJ community for roughly five months and let me tell you,

wow! This community is comprised of so many amazing people who do chesed and take on tasks

eagerly and without a moment’s hesitation. Since starting at the end of October, several new programs

have taken shape and flight. 

The KJ Sisterhood and Kesher have been closely collaborating to help make KJ a warmer,

more welcoming congregation through pairing off new families with host families for Shabbat meals

and restructuring the KJ welcome letter to inform new members of the various minyans and programs

offered. Are you interested in hosting or being hosted? Please email welcome@ckj.org.

Ahava@KJ is a new and exciting service now offered by KJ to help interested singles find their

significant other. This group is made up of amazing people with direct knowledge of the community and its

members. Are you interested in finding your bashert? Email socialworker@ckj.org.

KJ is a community made up of people of all ages. The KJ Caring Committee is committed to keeping and maintaining

connections through phone calls and friendly home visits with its elderly members who may not be able to get to shul as frequently

as they would like due to declining health and inclement weather. If you would like to sign up for a home visit or know someone

who would like a friendly visitor, please email socialworker@ckj.org.

Are you looking to meet other Ramaz or KJ parents? You’re invited to come, sip coffee, and meet other parents at weekly

Coffee Talk sessions held every Monday at 9:00 in the Riklis Social Hall. No RSVP necessary! Share topics that are of importance

to you and get feedback in a safe, warm, and welcoming environment. 

I am also available for individual sessions with congregants and community members. I can help clients connect with

helpful resources at the Jewish Board and beyond and provide emotional support during challenging life cycle events. If you would

like to make an appointment, please email me at socialworker@ckj.org. 

How am I doing? If you have any feedback on how I can better serve the community or if you’d like me to focus my

attention on a new endeavor, please feel free to email me at socialworker@ckj.org. 

It’s a true honor to serve this amazing congregation.

Sincerely,

Danielle
Danielle Kaufman Herbst, M.S., L.M.S.W.
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ISRAEL ACTION

Check out “Artzeinu”
The Weekly Israel News Update 

http://artzeinu.org

edited by fellow KJ members 
Ava Hornblass
JJ Hornblass, 

Erica Schwartz
Founder: Deena Shiff

This site provides easy access
to numerous news sources and videos,

and is well organized 
by general topic.

Natan@Ramaz
invites the entire community

to an important lecture.

“Living a Meaningful Life: 

Making the Most

of Love and Grief”
by Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz 

This lecture offers

both practical tips and insight

about how to take care of others

in their times of grief

and how you can translate loss

into meaning in your own life

by living a life filled

with gratitude and love.

Monday,  April 3

125 East 85th Street

at 7:30 p.m.

RSVP to Natan@Ramaz.org

UJA@KJ Pre-Pesach Seder at Project ORE | Sun., April 2 | 11:00 a.m.
Join us for a special pre-Pesach Seder with the isolated, needy, and mentally ill seniors

served by Project ORE. We’ll set the room, serve a meal, and lead a mock seder. 

This program is unique because it was made possible by the students of the Ramaz Lower

School, who raised the funds for this program through their Bracha Bee. We are honored and

proud to leverage their hard work with this very special program.

For more information or to register, contact Rebecca Zimilover at ZimiloverR@ujafedny.org

or 212.836.1356.

Looking for additional opportunities? Consider sponsoring a Shabbat ORE!
Shabbat ORE, a program of Project ORE, offers a kosher Shabbat lunch to isolated, poor,

homeless, and mentally ill Jews who otherwise would have no other means of celebrating

Shabbat. The program was eliminated in 2009 due to budget cuts, but was reinstated in 2010

thanks to the generosity of the UJA@KJ community. Once again, the warmth of a Shabbat lunch

and community is being provided to those who need it most thanks to your generosity. You can

make a donation to Shabbat ORE at any time by reaching out to UJA@KJ staff person Rebecca

Zimilover at ZimiloverR@ujafedny.org or 212.836.1356

UJA@KJ Chairs: Lani Kollander, Jen Yashar

UJA@KJ Professional: Rebecca Zimilover

UJA @ KJ
Chesed Opportunities Galore!

Just one example of UJA@KJ’s great

programming: A Chanukah celebration

with the JCC of Canarsie, where children

had a fun-filled afternoon which included

a pizza party, crafts and games.

a gift to the Shemia family.  It has

enabled Simon and their three children to

pray according to their tradition, while

being a part of the overall KJ community

that they love.

Sara is appreciative to KJ, the rabbinic

leadership, and all of her friends within

the community for all they do to enhance

her life and the life of her family.

KETER TORAH

SARA SHEMIA

continued from page 2 SPONSORSHIPS ARE

WELCOME

T
o support synagogue programs,

we invite prospective Kiddush

and Seudah Shlishit sponsors to

contact Riva Alper in the synagogue

office at 212-774-5670 or

Riva@ckj.org. The base cost of a cake-

and-wine Kiddush sponsorship is

$500, to which is added the cost of any

extra catered food ordered through

Foremost Caterers.  Multiple Kiddush

sponsors may, at their discretion and

initiative, agree to share the expense of

extra catered food, but every co-

sponsor must pay, separately and

individually,  the $500 base fee.

Similarly, sponsoring Seudah Shlishit

costs every co-sponsor $250.

At many Seders, the Haggadah is an

impediment, something that gets

between us and the brisket. But when

you feel the urge to ask “How long will

it take to finish the Haggadah?”,

remember that it’s words, and in

particular the words of the Haggadah,

that have changed the world.

WHAT FREEDOM

SOUNDS LIKE
continues from front page



GABRIELLE SASSON
Mazal Tov to Rebecca Feit and Rami Sasson
upon the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter,
Gabrielle, on Purim Day, March 12 at the Angel
Orensanz Foundation. She read Megillat Esther
and delivered a D’var Torah on Purim. She is a
sixth grade student in the Ramaz Middle
School.

JULIUS RUBINSTEIN
Mazal Tov to Esther and Kenneth Rubinstein,
upon the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Julius, on
Purim, March 12, at Citifield in Queens. He read
Megillat Esther and gave a D’var Torah. He is a
seventh grade student in the Ramaz Middle
School.

ELIZABETH SULTAN
Mazal Tov to Randi and David Sultan upon the
Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Elizabeth, at
Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on Shabbat
Parashat Vayikra, April 1. She will deliver a
D’var Torah on The Jewish Calendar: A
Sophisticated and Significant System.
Elizabeth is in the sixth grade at the Ramaz
Middle School.

BENJAMIN SCHWAB
Mazal Tov to Ellice and Bradly Schwab upon
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Benjamin, at
Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on May 27. He
will layn Parashat Bamidbar and its Haftarah, as
well as deliver a D’var Torah. Benjamin is in the
sixth grade at the Ramaz Middle School.

HALI BERNSTEIN
Mazal Tov to Renee and Michael Bernstein,
upon the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Hali, at
Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on March 5th.
Hali delivered a D’var Torah on Parashat
Kedoshim in conjunction with a presentation of
her artwork. In addition, Hali has, and continues
to, tutor younger students, perform community
service and is an active member of the Youth
Animal Protection League. Hali is in the eighth
grade at The Stephen Gaynor School.  Mazal
Tov to proud KJ grandmother Eleanore Reznik.

JORDAN MITTLER
Mazal Tov to Gerry and Jeffrey Mittler, upon the
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jordan, at
Congregation Kehillath Jeshurun on March 18,
Shabbat Parashat Ki Tisa/Shabbat Parah. He
will deliver a Dvar Torah on the episode of the
golden calf. Jordan is a seventh grade student in
the Ramaz Middle School. Mazal Tov to proud
KJ grandparents, Janet and Mark Mittler and
Wendy Zizmor.

IVY HALPERN
Mazal Tov to Tami Rock and Yossi Halpern
upon the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Ivy,
which will take place on June 3rd at Or Zarua.
Ivy will read the Maftir and Haftarah of
Parashat Naso. Ivy is in the sixth grade at the
Ramaz Middle School.  

CHARLOTTE NEWHOUSE
Mazal Tov to Nancy and Andrew Newhouse
upon the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter,
Charlotte, on June 11. She will speak about her
ongoing chesed project, in which she has been
creating and delivering seasonal and holiday
cards to senior citizens and the underprivileged.
Charlotte is in the sixth grade at the Ramaz
Middle School.
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BNEI MITZVAH

For information about the

weekly status

of the Manhattan Eruv

Call the ERUV HOTLINE 

212-874-6100, ext. 3

(Recorded Message)
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W I T H I N  O U R  FA M I LY

BIRTHS

Mazal Tov to:

Shiran and Ido Achrak upon the birth of

their first child and daughter, Gaia.

Arona (nee Schneider, former KJ Office

Manager) and Moshe Berow upon the birth

of their first child, Hodayah Yael.

Ruth and Ray Brenner upon the birth of a

grandson, Oliver Louis (Elazar Yitzchak),

born to their children Arielle and Adam

Brenner.

Rebecca and Joshua Chubak upon the

birth of their second child and first son,

Jacob Arnold (Yaakov Avraham).

Meghan and Daniel Cleiman upon the

birth of their first child and son, Samuel Leo

(Shmuel Leib).

Geraldine and Jeremie Cohen upon the

birth of their second child and son, Ariel

Daniel (Yonatan).

Sheila and David Ebrahimzadeh upon the

birth of their third child and first daughter,

Jolie (Leah).

KJ Executive Assistant Dina and Jacques

Farhi, upon the birth of a grandson, Daniel

Leo (Daniel Aryeh), born to their children

Lilach and Simon (‘98) Farhi.

Rosie (‘68) and Dr. Mark Friedman upon

the birth of a granddaughter, Sarah Mattil,

born to their children, Rivkah and Yosef

Friedman (‘04) of Jerusalem.

Dr. Natanya and Benjamin Gordon upon

the birth of their first child and daughter,

Elinor Minya.  Mazal Tov as well to the

proud KJ grandparents, Goldie and I. David

Gordon.  

Dale and Saul Goldberg upon the birth of

a granddaughter, Remi, born to their

children Elyse and Benjamin Goldberg.

Mazal Tov to KJ great-grandmother Lili

Goldberg.

Sarah and KJ’s Jewish Youth Connection

(JYC) Director Netanel Goldstein upon the

birth of a son, Gedalia Simcha (Gabriel).

Wendy and Sholem Greenbaum upon the

birth of a granddaughter, Adele Sophia

(Yakira Tziona), born to their children Sima

and David Gross.

Gabby and David Greenbaum upon the

birth of their first child and son. Mazal Tov

to the proud KJ grandparents, Wendy and

Sholem Greenbaum.

Jennifer and James Kashanian upon the

birth of their third child and daughter, Lyla.

Lynette and Steven Koppel upon the birth

of their first grandchild, Ezra Walter (Ezra

Zvi), born to their children Sarah and Josh

Smith. Mazal Tov to proud first time KJ

great-grandmother, Yvonne Koppel.

Suri and Dr. David Landerer upon the

birth of their fourth child and son.

Becky and Leo Lazar upon the birth of

their second child and daughter, Edith

Louise (Idit Liora).

Miriam and Aaron Levine upon the birth

of their second child and first daughter Ava

Hannah.   (Tziporah Chana). Mazal Tov as

well to the proud KJ grandparents, Esther

and Ira Krawitz.  

Perla and Dr. Julio Messer upon the birth

of a granddaughter, Clara Simone (Frima),

the third child and second daughter born to

their children, Michelle Messer and Jonas

Heymann.

Erica Fishbein and Jeffrey Newelt upon

the birth of their second child and son, Sol

Hirsh (Zalman Hirsh). Mazal Tov to KJ

grandparents  Dr. Cheryl Fishbein and Phil

Schatten.

Shireen and Alfred Ohebshalom upon the

birth of their first grandchild, a son born to

their children Sapir and Daniel Ohebshalom.

Roni and Dr. Robert Pick upon the birth of

a granddaughter, Riva Chloe (Blima Riba),

born to their children Meredith Weiss and

Joseph Pick.

Ilana and Erik Rankin upon the birth of

their first child and daughter, Adaline Maya

(Me’erit Bracha).

Racheli and former KJ Assistant Rabbi

Hillel Rapp upon the birth of their second

child and first daughter, Keira Malka.

Shari and Sam Raymond upon the birth of

their second child and first daughter, Liberty

Isabel (Golda Sara).

Meredith and Michael Rishty upon the

birth of their third child and son, Jacob

Henry (Yaakov).  Mazal Tov as well to

proud KJ grandparents Perri and Akiba

Stern.  

Pamela and George Rohr upon the birth of

a grandson, Samuel (Shmuel),  born to their

children Rebecca & Harry Ritter. Mazal Tov

as well to the proud KJ great-grandmother,

Helen Nash.

Naomi Ickovitz and Dr. Steven Rudolph

upon the birth of their granddaughter, Kayla

Ranana, born to their children Drs. Sara and

Mitchell Hoberman of Skokie.

Gabriela and Jack Shnay upon the birth of

their first grandchild, a son born to their

children Vanessa and Oren Neiman.

Susan and Mark Speiser upon the birth of

a grandson, Binyamin Elisha, born to their

children Eva and Eliyahu Speiser of

Jerusalem. 

Dr. Larry Steinberg, upon the birth of a

great-grandson, Yehudah, born to his

grandchildren Estie and Jonah (‘08)

Mermelstein. 

Talia and Ben Strulowitz upon the birth of

their first child and son, Max Aaron (Meir

Aharon).

Sara and Jonathan Tsur upon the birth of

their second child and first son. 

Judy and Dr. Philip Wilner upon the birth

of their first grandchild, Koby Nathan

(Akiva Nisan), born to their children Gabi

and Chaim Grushko. Mazal Tov to proud KJ

great-grandfather, Henry Wilner.

Tamar and David Wise on birth of their

third daughter, Romy Elana (Elka Miriam

Fayga).

Jennifer and Jeremy Yashar upon the birth

of their third child and second son, Simon

Finn  (Shimon Pinchas).  

May these children grow up in the finest

tradition of Torah, chupah, and maasim

tovim.

BNEI MITZVAH

Mazal Tov to:

Ruth and Larry Kobrin upon the Bat

Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Simone

Feinblum, daughter of Dr. Rebecca Kobrin

and Kevin Feinblum.

Barbara and Dr. Terry Plasse upon their

two eldest grandsons becoming Bnei

Mitzvah:  Griffin Plasse, son of Amitai

Plasse, in Austin TX, and Gad Plasse, son of

Ori Plasse, in Migdal HaEmek and Moshav

Sde Yaakov, Israel.

Carol and Alan Schechter upon the Bar

Mitzvah of their grandson, Ezra, son of

Rachel and Menachem Schechter of

Bergenfield New Jersey.

Lizzy and Josh Trump upon the Bar

Mitzvah of their son, William. Mazal Tov as

well to the proud KJ grandparents, Sheira

and Steve Schacter.

ENGAGEMENTS

Mazal Tov to:

Sara Berman upon her engagement to

Mark Bloom.

Karen and Dr. Allan Gibofsky upon the

engagement of their son, Lewis (‘01) to

Jessica Lauren Sopher, daughter of Lesli and

Scott Sopher of Atlanta, GA.

Sue and Dr. Norman Javitt and their son

and daughter-in-law Drs. Daniel Javitt and
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Reba Kizner of Jerusalem, upon the

engagement of their granddaughter Sarah

Esther Javitt to Elior Bliah, the son of

Phillipe and Oriella Bliah of Jerusalem.

Andrew Klaber upon his engagement to

Jackie Carter.

Evelyn Mandelker upon the engagement

of her grandson, Nir Mandelker, son of

Philip, z”l, and Edna from Ramat Aviv, to

Samantha Silverman, daughter of Dr. Julian,

z”l, and Cyndi Silverman from Santa

Barbara, California.

Genesa Pfeifer upon her engagement to

Joseph Dayan.

Eleanore Reznik upon the engagement of

her grandson, Matthew Beller, son of Beth

Reznik Beller z”l  and Michael Beller of

Jamaica Estates, to Jenn Lazar, daughter of

Amy Lazar of Teaneck and Yankee Lazar of

Jerusalem.

Alissa and Howie Shams upon the

engagement of their son, Nathan, to Jaimee

Goldschmidt, daughter of Cheryl and Joel

Goldschmidt of Scarsdale.

Estee & Henry Swieca and Cathy & Marc

Lasry upon the engagement of their children,

Alex to Sophie.

Amy and Michael Wildes upon the

engagement of their son, Josh to Vicky Levy,

daughter of Fortune and Jackie Levy of Mill

Basin.  Mazal Tov to proud KJ grandfather,

Leon Wildes and to Alice Wildes.

May their weddings take place in

happiness and blessing.

MARRIAGES

Mazal Tov to:

Dale & Saul Goldberg and Lili Goldberg

upon the upcoming marriage of their

daughter and granddaughter, Rose Goldberg,

to Dr. Joshua Feinberg.

Sue and Dr. Norman Javitt and to their son

and daughter-in-law Drs. Daniel Javitt and

Reba Kizner of Jerusalem, upon the

marriage of their grandson Gabriel Javitt to

Leah Fuhrman, the daughter of Michael and

Sue Fuhrman of Pittsburgh, PA.  

Rochelle and Eugene Major upon the

wedding of their son, Cal, to Cara Kleiman,

the daughter of Leslie and Cillia Kleiman of

Detroit. Mazal Tov as well to the groom’s

proud KJ grandmother, Gabriella Major.

Shoshana and Dr. Saul Stromer upon the

wedding of their daughter, Alexandra, to

Michael Farbenblum, the son of Mr. and

Mrs. Benjamin Farbenblum of Brooklyn.

MILESTONES

Congratulations to

Ruth and Larry Kobrin upon celebrating

their 50th wedding anniversary.

Evelyn Ostow Mandelker, who celebrated

her 95th birthday on December 31.

COMMUNAL HONORS

Congratulations to

Marilyn and Greg Adler upon being

Community Service Honorees at Shalva’s

Annual Dinner. 

Rosie (‘68) and Dr. Mark Friedman upon

their children, Ariela (‘97) and Rabbi Jeremy

Fine  of Woodmere, being the Guests of

Honor at the Yeshiva Gedolah of the Five

Towns Annual Dinner.

Rosie (‘68) and Dr. Mark Friedman upon

their daughter Morah Ariela Friedman Fine

(‘97) being named Teacher of the Year at the

Shulamith School for Girls of the Five

Towns Annual Dinner.

Rosie (‘68) and Dr. Mark Friedman upon

their daughter, Davida Friedman Yehaskel

(‘95), upon successfully chairing the

Yeshiva Har Torah Dinner for the fourth

consecutive year.

Dana and Matthew Hiltzik upon being the

Guests of Honor at MJE’s dinner.

Lilly and David Icikson who received the

Vision in Leadership Award at Schechter

Manhattan’s Annual Dinner and Auction.

Lisa Sopher-Deutsch and her mother,

Marilyn Sopher, upon being the recipients of

the “Midor L’Dor Generations” award at the

Migdal Ohr Annual Gala.

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to

Rosie (‘68) and Dr. Mark Friedman upon

the contribution of a chapter to the  Sefer on

Hilchot Shabbat (Kovetz Keharrarim

Basha’ara) by  their son Yosef Y. Friedman

(‘04), published by Nachlas Yaakov Beit

Midrash in Jerusalem.

Sheila and Dr. Wallace Lehman upon the

publication of Learning to Read Talmud:

What It Looks Like and How It Happens, co-

authored by their daughter, JTS Associate

Professor Marjorie Lehman.

Sandra E. Rapoport upon her essay being

published in the Sabbath Week column on

Parshat Beshalach, entitled “Songs on the

Far Side,” in The Jewish Week.

Ariel Sigal upon his appointment to the

position of Chief of Cabinet of the Treasury

Ministry of Argentina.

Adam Struck upon being included in the

Forbes 30 Under 30 List of Venture

Capitalists for 2017.

CONDOLENCES

Our condolences to:

Anne Addison, upon the passing of her

brother; and Jewel Edelman, Dr. Edmond

Cleeman, and Michael Cleeman upon the

passing of their father, Paul Cleeman.

Marilyn Adler upon the passing of her

mother, Dorothy Schwartz.

Suzy Appelbaum upon the passing of her

mother, Micki Goldberg.

Bonnie Bergstein upon the passing of her

mother, Zelda Goldberg.

Neil Cohen upon the passing of his father,

Norman H. Cohen.

Michele Demry upon the passing of her

father, Leibush Yankel Aryeh ben

Mordechai.

Aaron and Marshall Etra upon the passing

of their brother, Donald Etra. 

Vivian Falk and Lauren Merkin, upon the

passing of their father, Leon Korngold.

Lili Goldberg upon the passing of her

brother, Eli Gordon.

Andrew Gyenes upon the passing of his

mother, Anna Geynes.

Shirley Harrison upon the passing of her

brother, Dr. Joseph Feldschuh.

Susan Hertog upon the passing of her

mother, Marilyn Gorell.

Linda Jesselson and Diana Riklis upon the

passing of their mother, Lee Rausnitz.

Barry Kluger upon the passing of his

mother and Abby Kaufthal upon the passing

of her grandmother, Nessie Kluger.

Dr. Pinkas Lebovits upon the passing of

his mother, Malina Lebovits.

W I T H I N  O U R  FA M I LY

CREATE

AN ENDURING LEGACY

Please consider participating in the

Congregation’s Endowment

and Planned Giving Program,

through which you can create

an enduring legacy

of active participation in KJ.

Contact Leonard Silverman at

212-774-5680 or LSS@CKJ.org 

for information.



Joshua Levine, upon the passing of his

father, Jeffery Levine.

Dr. Robert Lipner, upon the passing of his

mother, Sara Lipner.

Dr. Sydney Mehl, upon the passing of his

brother, Herbert Mehl.

Rochelle (“Ruchi”) Moche, upon the

passing of her father, Nassan Friedman.

David Pine upon the passing of his father,

Harry Pine.

Aharon Rabinowitz upon the passing of his

mother, Shirley Rabinowitz.

Dr. Robert Schwalbe, upon the passing of

his brother, Peter Schwalbe.

Elisa Septimus upon the passing of her

father, Jacques Roumani, and the uncle of

Aryeh Bourkoff and Aviva Roumani.  

Jack Shnay upon the passing of his father,

Allen Shnay.

Michelle Kahane-Taragin upon the passing

of her stepfather, Dr. Arthur Hyman.

May they be comforted among all those who

mourn for Zion and Jerusalem.
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In Memoriam

PERMANENT

MEMORIAL

OPPORTUNITY FOR

DEPARTED LOVED

ONES

On the walls of the Main Synagogue

are mounted seven tablets bearing

memorial plaques, representing a

permanent and dignified memorial to

loved ones.  At KJ, now in its 145th year,

we keep the lights lit on either side of the

plaque each year during the full month of

the Yahrzeit and also when we recite

Yizkor on Yom Kippur, Shemini Atzeret,

Pesach and Shavuot.  The cost of a plaque

is $1,500.  

To purchase, please contact

Leonard Silverman at 

212-774-5680 or LSS@CKJ.org

DONNA GRUNOR
It seems appropriate that Donna passed away in Chanukah, the Festival of Lights. Her

mother’s Hebrew name was Orah (meaning light), and Donna brought light to all who

knew her. In her 15 years at KJ, Donna made many friends and connections. She grew

in knowledge and practice thanks to the Beginners Program, and she became a mentor

to others as an usher at the Beginners High Holiday Service. A social worker by

profession, she brought that same care and compassion to so many in our community,

who felt so close to her during her difficult final years. Donna’s physical light has gone

out, but her life continues to be admired, cherished, and remembered. 

MELVIN STEIN
Mel Stein was one of the most remarkable members of our congregation over a

period of forty years.  He served as a Trustee.  He was a frequent davener at our daily

minyan.  He was one of the most reliable participants in a shiva minyan.  He was just

there when needed.

But he was also there for the wider Jewish community.  He was one of the quiet

heroes in the Soviet Jewry movement.  He traveled to the Soviet Union to help refusniks.

He helped to organize the lawyers’ effort under the Chairmanship of the late Professor

Telford Taylor of Columbia Law School to represent prisoners of Zion in the Soviet

Union, making presentations to procurators and to courts. He served a term as Co-Chair

of the New York Coalition for Soviet Jewry. He was also a close colleague of the late

Rabbi Emanuel Rackman in Rabbi Rackman’s efforts to alleviate the plight of agunot.  

Personally, he was the loving father of Ellice Schwab and Amy Milford (both Ramaz

alumnae) and a beloved grandfather of four grandchildren, two of whom are cherished

students in Ramaz.  His family loved him and was particularly supportive during his

several years of declining health.  

Mel Stein will long be remembered in KJ, in Ramaz, and in the community.

W I T H I N  O U R  FA M I LY

SPECIAL VISIT TO LUNCH AND LEARN

FROM RAMAZ UPPER SCHOOL TALMUD CLASS

O
n February 15, Rabbi Yigal Sklarin’s 11th grade Talmud class studied

masechet Baba Kamma with the seniors from KJ’s weekly Lunch and

Learn group.  Together, they studied a question of “no harm, no foul” in

Jewish Law- that if one party gains and the other does not lose, can the person

who gains be expected to pay for the service?  Students presented practical cases,

like moving to better seats at a stadium, as well as the theory behind the law.  It

was heartwarming to see intergenerational interaction taking place around the

study of Torah, with Ramaz and KJ synergy on display.



SHABBAT SCHEDULE  

Friday Saturday
Lighting               Evening          Afternoon                    Sabbath
of Candles            Services            Services                        Ends  

April
31-1 Vayikra 7:02 PM 6:45 PM 6:55 PM 7:56 PM
7-8 Tzav/HaGadol 7:09 PM 6:45 PM 6:40 PM 8:04 PM
14-15 Shabbat Chol Hamoed 7:17 PM 6:45 PM 7:10 PM 8:14 PM
21-22 Shemini 7:24 PM 6:45 PM 7:15 PM 8:21 PM
28-29 Tazria/Metzora 7:31 PM 6:45 PM 7:25 PM 8:29 PM

May
5-6 Ahare Mot/Kedoshim 7:39 PM 6:45 PM 7:30 PM 8:36 PM
12-13 Emor 7:45 PM 6:45 PM 7:15 PM 8:44 PM
19-20 Behar/Behukotai 7:51 PM 6:45 PM 7:45 PM 8:52 PM
26-27 Bamidbar 7:58 PM 6:45 PM 7:50 PM 8:59 PM

June
2-3 Naso 8:03 PM 6:45 PM 8:00 PM 9:05 PM
9-10 Behaalotekha 8:08 PM 6:45 PM 8:05 PM 9:09 PM
16-17 Shelah 8:11 PM 6:45 PM 8:05 PM 9:13 PM
23-24 Korah 8:13 PM 6:45 PM 8:10 PM 9:15 PM
30 - 1 Hukkat 8:13 PM 6:45 PM 8:10 PM 9:14 PM

July
7-8 Balak 8:12 PM 6:45 PM 8:05 PM 9:13 PM

14-15 Pinhas 8:09 PM 6:45 PM 8:00 PM 9:09 PM
20-21 Mattot/Mase 8:04 PM 6:45 PM 7:55 PM 9:03.PM

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Weekday mornings…………..7:30 AM    Sunday mornings……………..8:30 AM

Mondays and Thursdays……..7:15 AM Rosh Chodesh Weekdays…….7:00 AM

Sabbath mornings…………….9:00 AM

EVENING SERVICES

Monday night-Tuesday, April 10-18

Passover (See schedule on page 5)

Wednesday-Thursday, April 26-27

Rosh Chodesh Iyar

Morning Services at 7:00 AM

Monday, May 1

Yom Hazikaron

Tuesday, May 2

Yom Ha’Atzmaut

Morning Services at 7:00 AM

Sunday, May 14

Lag B’Omer

Wednesday, May 24

Yom Yerushalayim

Morning Services at 7:00 AM

Friday, May 26

Rosh Chodesh Sivan

Morning Services at 7:00 AM

Monday, May 29

Memorial Day

Morning Services at 8:30 AM

Tuesday night-Thursday,  

May 30-June 1

Shavuot (see schedule on page 12)

Sunday, June 25

Rosh Chodesh Tammuz

Morning Services at 8:30 AM

Tuesday, July 4

Morning Services at 8:30 AM

Tuesday, July 11

Fast of 17th of Tammuz

Fast begins 4:23 AM

Morning services at 6:50 AM

Evening services at 8:05 PM

Fast ends 9:09 PM

April 2-June 8..............6:45 PM June 11-July 13 .................6:50 PM July 16-August 31 .............6:45 PM
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Are you receiving your KJ Bulletin late in the mail? Are you receiving double copies of the

Bulletin?  We need to know! Please e-mail Riva@ckj.org or call 212-774-5670.

In preparing the Bulletin, we welcome all KJ members’ announcements of communal, academic

and professional achievements.  Please e-mail Riva@CKJ.org or mail news to the synagogue,

marked “ATTN: KJ Bulletin”
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