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R
av Levi of Berdichev would

constantly challenge God to see the

greatness of His children. One

Yom Kippur, Rav Levi overheard the tailor

in the corner of the synagogue doing a

spiritual accounting before God. The tailor

conceded he had done some misdeeds in

the previous year. But then again, so had

God; He had allowed some terrible

injustices to occur. So the tailor looked up

to God and said: “God, you have done

things wrong, and I have done things

wrong; why don’t we just forgive each

other and call it even?”  Upon hearing this,

Rav Levi couldn’t contain himself, and

shouted out: “Why did you let God off

the hook so easily?”

I wish we had Rav Levi here today.

Most Yom Kippurs we ask questions of

ourselves, but this year our community has

many questions for God. In the past year,

we have experienced the heartbreaking

loss of 4 young people. 

Maybe Rav Levi could explain to God

that we cannot let Him off the hook this

year.

With broken hearts, we must wrestle

directly with God. And that is very

difficult for man to do; we wonder if in the

heat of battle we will let go of our faith, or

if in response to a heretical maneuver, God

will push us away. However, some have

wrestled with God and never let go of their

faith. Elie Wiesel wrote the following

words to a Cantata entitled “Ani Maamin:”

I believe, Abraham,

Despite Treblinka.

I believe, Isaac,

Because of Belsen.

I believe, Jacob,

Because and in spite of

Majdanek.

Elie Wiesel is engaging in Rav Levi’s

type of wrestling, where one contends

with God but never lets go of Him. This

type of wrestling is worthy of the

descendants of Jacob, who strove with

God and prevailed.

But the grief-stricken don’t just wrestle

with God; they wrestle with life itself, and

question if they can recover from their

loss. The words from Psalms (147)

declare: “He heals the broken-hearted and

binds up their wounds.” But tossing and

turning in bed late at night, the broken

hearted wonder: When will my broken

heart heal? 

To be honest, I don’t know if it can.

But the difficulty of the question does not

free us from having to contend with it.

Some think that “closure” can heal the

broken heart. The term “closure” first

originated with the Gestalt school of

therapy in the early 1900’s, and

specifically applied to resolving

incoherent feelings into stable mental

patterns; today, closure is a catch phrase

for rapidly ending all types of pain,

including the pain of mourning.

I have a problem with closure.

Acquaintances with good intentions

badger mourners in the name of closure,

telling them to “move on.” This has the

contrary effect of making the mourners

feel even worse, because they now are

THE HEALER OF BROKEN HEARTS (Yom Kippur Sermon)

by Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz

continued on page 10

SAMUEL S. SILVERSTEIN SHABBATON

JANUARY 27-28, 2017

FEATURING RENOWNED CHAZAN

SIMCHA LEINER

FRIDAY EVENING SHABBAT DINNER

immediately following 5:05 p.m. Shabbat Services

Members Non-Members

Adults: $40 $45

Juniors (ages 12-18): $35 $40

Children (ages 2-11): $20 $35



WELCOME

Kehilath Jeshurun warmly welcomes
the following new members who
have joined the Congregation
between the printing of the last
Bulletin, September 19, and this
Bulletin, which went to press on
December 2:

Nina Sassoon and Eliav Assouline

Denise and Jason Brenner

Monique and Eli Chetrit

Judith and Olivier Dupont

Sheila and David Ebrahimzadeh

Glenda Cortez and Daniel Iwanicki

Marika Kogan

Rachel and Alex Kozlowsky

Heather and Edward Mermel

Arielle and Jonathan Packin

Lauren and Barry Piafsky

Alexandra and Michael Rishty

Leah and Jesse Sheff

Sarah and Joshua Strobel

Jennifer Waitman

Natalie and Eli Zybert
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KJ’S BAT MITZVAH PROGRAMMING
A UNIQUE LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS

T
he KJ Bat Mitzvah Program was

developed in order to provide a

meaningful opportunity for

mothers and daughters  to explore, in

creative and interactive ways, the

challenges and opportunities of reaching

Bat Mitzvah.

Taught by Rachel Kraus, the Bat

Mitzvah Program follows the curriculum

developed by MaTaN, the world-

renowned Jerusalem academy for

women’s Torah scholarship founded by

Rabbanit Malka Bina, and focuses on

Jewish female role models from the

matriarchs to Nehama Leibowitz.

Through text study, projects and

interactive learning, each parent/child

“chavruta” will connect with Jewish

sources and become partners on the

spiritual journey of what it means to be a

Jewish adult today.

To register or inquire, please contact

Rabbi Weinstock at ravelie@ckj.org or

212-774-5636.

BAT MITZVAH CLASSES

Led by Rachel Kraus

9:30 a.m. -11:00 a.m.

Jan: 8, 22, 29

Feb: 5, 12, 26; March: 5, 19, 26

April: 2

December 16 - Friday Night Tefillah 

Together/Cookies & Cocoa Kiddush

December 17 - Musical Havdalah

December 18 - KJBL

January 7 - Musical Havdalah & Movie

January 8 - KJBL

January 20 - Family Friday Night Dinner

January 21 - Tefillah Together Daytime

January 22- KJBL

January 28 - KJ/Ramaz Winter Event

January 29 - KJBL

February 5 - KJBL and Super Bowl Party

February 10 - Family Friday Night Dinner

February 11-Tu B’Shvat Movie Night

February 12 - KJBL

February 25 - Tefillah Together Daytime

March 3 - Friday Night Tefillah Together

Cookies/Costumes/Cocoa Kiddush

March 5 - KJBL

March 5 - Purim Story Time

at Barnes & Noble

March 11 - Purim Bash

March 12 - Purim Carnival

March 19 - KJBL

March 26 - KJBL

April 2 - KJBL

April 2 - Pesach Story Time

at Barnes & Noble

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FOR THE KJ FOOD PANTRY

w Staffing the food cart Mondays
from 4:45-6:00 p.m.

w Packing food bags on Mondays

For more information contact 

Bernice Kahn  at

bernice.berman@gmail.com

KJ Service Directory
Foremost Caterers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .201-664-2465

Judaica Classics (Doina Bryskin)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-722-4271

Ketubot by Hand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .646-752-5554

Rabbi Yoseph Lasdun, Tefillin and Mezuzah Checking  . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-927-1655

Aryeh Leifert,  Israel Tour Guide (U.S number, rings in Israel) . . . . . . .720.477.6169

Shimon Lerner, Genealogist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .347-610-6332

McCabe’s Wine & Liquors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-737-0790

Park East Kosher Butcher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-737-9800

Plaza Jewish Community Chapel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-769-4400

Riverside Memorial Chapel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-362-6600

Seasons Kosher Supermarket  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-222-6332

Tablecloths ‘n’ More  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212-222-7618

Tauber Fish Market  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .718-338-5380

For Shaatnez checking (the Biblical prohibition against mixed fabrics typically found in the collars

of expensive men’s suits), suits):

Kent’s Fashion House, 1596 Third Avenue (between 89th & 90th Streets, phone: 212-876-0088)

Morris Organic Dry Cleaners and Custom Tailors: 436 East 86th Street (Between First and York

Avenues), 212-828-5681; also fixes talitot, tzitzit.

WINTER YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Tot Shabbat EVERY Shabbat Morning Havdalah!

Fun!
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Dear KJ Family,

I am very excited to take on the role of KJ Social Worker.

In this role, I look forward to connecting with congregants,

assisting the Rabbis and staff address members’ needs during

critical times, and helping to create a more warm and

welcoming KJ community.

Do you need guidance in the event of a family emergency?

Are you seeking to become more connected with the community?

Are you going through a difficult or complicated time or

transition in life? Do you have aging parents who might

require more support than you’re able to provide for them? Are

you interested in getting your affairs in order? 

As the KJ Social Worker, I will be available to speak

individually with congregants experiencing challenging times

in their lives and those who are seeking support. I will be

available to make the appropriate referrals and provide

necessary resources.

I will also be involved in various areas of synagogue

programming including: strengthening KJ’s stellar bikur

cholim involvement, developing a hospitality initiative, and

scheduling opportunities for members to come together to meet

and talk; as well as addressing various issues of importance

within our community like mindfulness, aging, infertility and

bringing singles together (shidduchim), to name a few. 

I look forward to collaborating with the KJ rabbis, staff,

and lay leaders to explore what topics, issues, and causes

will help KJ become an even more welcoming and caring

community. It is my goal to encourage the open exchange of

ideas and use feedback  from the community to help guide our

efforts.

Please reach out and connect! I can be reached at 212-774-

5626, 646-643-7188 or socialworker@ckj.org.  

It is a true honor to serve this community. 

Sincerely,

Danielle Kaufman Herbst, MS, LMSW

KJ Social Worker from The Jewish Board through PIC
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Soul Cycle

A Monthly Spiritual Workout 

Led by Rachel Kraus 

Women of the community

are invited to participate in a monthly learning series,

providing  an opportunity to learn, share, engage and

inspire each Rosh Chodesh. 

A variety of topics will be addressed

in different homes each month. 

Wednesday, December 14th; Thursday, January 26th

Monday February 27th; Wednesday, March 29th

at 8:00 p.m.

Location information provided monthly with RSVP to

roshchodesh@ckj.org

SOCIAL WORKER LIVE!!! 

Brought to you by The Jewish Board of Family and Children Services 

Via UJA Partners-in-Caring

NEW!
From Generation to Generation

Snapshots in Jewish History
with Rabbi Daniel Kraus

Four classes starting January 10

Dive into the past, and prepare for your future.

This 4-part series will provide an overview

of Jewish History--all 5,000 years of it!

Learn about the main events and personalities

that have shaped the Jewish people

from creation through the modern era.

For more infomation, please call 212-774-5678



C
hanukah celebrates the miracles of

the spiritual and military victories

of the Maccabees against the

Hellenist tyrants that imposed anti-

religious rule and desecrated the Holy

Temple in 165 BCE.  The 25th of Kislev

was the day the Maccabees entered the

Temple following the battle and wanted to

restart the Holy Service that had ceased

under the foreign rule. The Maccabees

found only one day’s supply of oil that they

could use to rededicate the Menorah. Yet

that tiny flask lasted until they were able to

create new, pure oil – a delay of eight days.

The victory established Jewish

religious and political sovereignty in Israel

during the second Temple times. This

miracle of Jewish independence had not

been seen since the destruction of the First

Temple and the assassination of the then

governor, Gedalyah. 

Primarily, we celebrate Chanukah with

spiritual expressions: (1) lighting candles

in commemoration of the miracle of the

rededication of the Temple, (2) singing

Hallel in praise of God’s deliverance from

our enemies, and (3) adding Al Ha-Nisim

in our prayers of thanksgiving in

recognition of both aspects of the miracle

of Chanukah.  We also have physical

pleasures and celebrations by having (4)

special foods, (5) gift giving, and even (6)

parties.

The Candles

The prevailing custom is for each

member of the family to light his or her

own menorah which will have as many

candles as that night of the holiday plus the

shamash. Since the Chanukah candles are

to commemorate the Menorah of the

Temple, we apply the same rules to both:

the candles and their flames become holy

and as such cannot be used for any other

purpose. With the exception of the

Shamash, we cannot read by their lights or

use them to light another candle.

Time for Lighting

Candles must be lit after nightfall

(about 40 minutes after sunset) and burn

for at least a half-hour.  On Friday

afternoon, Chanukah candles should be lit

before Shabbat candles, and should be of a

type that will last over an hour (this leads

to many adopting the custom of using

olive oil-based lamps). On Saturday night,

the candles are lit after Havdalah. 

Candle Arrangement

The candles are set from the right side

of the Menorah as the candle lighter faces

it. The Menorah should be placed in an

area where it will not need to be moved

after being lit. Safety is also a major

concern, so please do not leave the home

with the candles unattended.

Lighting the Candles

The lights are lit from left to right –

starting with the newest candle first. We

begin by lighting the shamash, then we say

the blessings: (1) ner shel Chanukah, (2)

she-asa nisim, and on the first night we

add (3) shehecheyanu. Once the blessings

are said, we light the first candle and begin

singing the songs Hanerot Hallalu –

which explains the reasons for the

ceremony – and Maoz Tzur which

describes all the salvations wrought by

God for the Jewish People.

Publicizing the Miracle

We light the Menorah so we can

publicize the miracle to as many people as

possible. We start with our own family but

we often place the Menorah in the window

to proclaim our belief to others. 

Moreover, we publicize the miracle by

singing the complete Hallel in the morning

service and by adding Al Ha-Nisim in our

daily Shemona Esrei and in Birkat ha-

Mazon. 

Material Pleasures

In addition to the spiritual nature of the

holiday, we have added, in later times, the

physical pleasures of special foods (latkes,

jelly donuts), gift-giving (never a bad idea,

especially Jewish books), and parties (that

serve as a means for fellowship and for

publicizing the miracle).

Chanukah is a time when we should

renew our commitment and devotion to

God. The brave Maccabees who risked

their lives for religious freedom should

serve as a model for us to celebrate those

freedoms and our joy in service 

to God. 

CHANUKAH BEGINS SATURDAY
EVENING, DECEMBER 24
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The Jacques & Hannah

Schwalbe Mikvah

419 East 77th Street

(between 1st & York Avenues)

Telephone:  212-359-2020

The West Side Mikvah

234 West 74th Street

(East of Broadway)

Telephone:  212-579-2011

The Rennert Mikvah

at 5th Avenue Synagogue

5 East 62nd Street

(just off Fifth Avenue)

Telephone:  212-753-6058

KESHER MINYAN EVERY SHABBAT

LS Nakash Gym - 9:15 AM

KESHER CONNECTS KIDDUSH

December 17, January 7, 28

February 11, 25, March 11

April 1

HASHKAMA MINYAN

Rohr Chapel - 7:15 AM

December 17 & 31, January 14 & 28 

February 11 & 25, March 18

April 8

SHABBAT AT KJ

THREE COMMUNITY MIKVAHS

For Information 

about the weekly status

of the Manhattan Eruv

Call the ERUV HOTLINE

212-874-6100, ext. 3

(Recorded Message)

TO JOIN THE KJ ONLINE COMMUNITY,

SEND AN E-MAIL WITH YOUR FIRST AND

LAST NAME TO: LSS@CKJ.ORG

BE SURE TO VISIT KJ’S WEBSITE

WWW.CKJ.ORG



KJ Lights the Way!

T
he KJ Benevolent Fund mailed cellphone pocket

card holders to the KJ family as a way of inviting

people to contribute to the Synagogue’s charitable

work.

The needs of people in our community and beyond are

great. The current economic climate has only served to

increase the number of calls we receive requesting help

with housing costs, medical care, and other special needs

which we endeavor to fill in a manner that preserves the

dignity of those who are so hard-pressed.  

Please ensure a bright and light-filled Chanukah to the

many who need the help of the KJ Benevolent Fund by

remitting a tax-deductible check or by using your preferred

credit card and earning miles and “points” in the process at

www.ckj.org/pay. Just indicate that your gift is for the

Benevolent Fund. You will earn “points” not only in this

world, but in the World to Come!

YACHAD SHABBATON

FEBRUARY 3-4

Join the Ramaz Upper School and KJ
and give of yourself by reaching out
to the special members of Yachad.

Come discover how they bring
happiness and joy to so many.

Yachad is the only international organization
promoting inclusion for children and adults with disabilitie

in the broader Jewish community.
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Enhance Your Religious
and Ethical Engagement.

Connect More Deeply With Your Community.

Engage your Judaism through study, ritual, and social action.

Envisioned by KJ member Scott Shay,

Chai Mitzvah is an opportunity to increase

your Jewish knowledge, deepen your existing practices,

and engage in the social action of your choice.  

Chai Mitzvah is perfect for people of all backgrounds

and levels of Jewish knowledge.  

Participate in monthly sessions led by the KJ Rabbis. 

at 125 East 85th Street
on the following Sundays at 9:15 a.m. -

December 18; January 22, 
February 12; March 19; April 23; May 21

For more information please e-mail ravelie@ckj.org

Support Group for 30-40 somethings
living with Multiple Sclerosis 

meets every 2nd Monday of the month 
from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

KJ Major-Ward Library (Lower Level)
Starting January 9, 2017

Please contact Ariel Sebag for further information 
sebagariel@gmail.com

(917) 757-8946



PURIM SCHEDULE

d FAST OF ESTHER, Thursday, March 9

Fast begins at 5:05 a.m. and ends at 6:29 p.m.

Shacharit at 6:50 a.m. & Mincha at 5:30 p.m.

Please remember to bring Tzedaka for machazit ha-shekel and

other holiday obligations. 

d MINCHA, MAARIV & MAIN MEGILLAH READING

Saturday night, March 11

Mincha is at 5:30 p.m in the Main Synagogue followed by a

shiur in lieu of Seudah Shlishit. Shabbat concludes at 6:34 p.m.

Maariv will begin at 6:55, followed by a Megillat Esther

reading for adults and children.  There will be a Purim Pizza

and Ice Cream Party in the Gottesman Center’s Lindenbaum

Gymnasium featuring beloved Lower School music teacher

Morah Chaya after Megillah reading. Thanks to an anonymous

benefactor, there is no charge.

d CHILDREN

Saturday night, March 11

At 7:00 p.m., children in 3-year-old Nursery through 1st grade

should assemble in the Riklis Social Hall while children in 2nd

through 6th grade should assemble in the multi-purpose room.

All children will receive groggers, and will be escorted by

Youth Department staff from their respective assembly

locations into the Main Synagogue for Megillat Esther.

Throughout the service, children are expected to be

participating in their special youth groups or sitting quietly

next to an adult. Parents are asked to join the regular service in

the Main Synagogue until its conclusion, at which time they

may pick up their children from the specially designated child

seating areas in the front of the Main Synagogue. 

d ADULTS ONLY READING

6:55 p.m. - Maariv and second reading (quiet, no children) of

Megillat Esther in the Falk Auditorium of the Gottesman

Center, 114 East 85th Street.

d SEPHARDIC MINYANIM

Mincha at 5:30 p.m. in the Rohr Chapel followed by Maariv

and Megillah reading with the nusach of Aram Soba - Eidot

haMizrach, at 6:55 p.m. in the Rohr Chapel and in the Middle

School Rooms 501-503 (quiet reading). Both are followed by

the community Pizza and Ice Cream Party in the Lindenbaum

Gymnasium.

d PARENTS AND TODDLERS READING

7:00 p.m. - Megillah reading for parents and “can’t sit still”

toddlers and infants in the Riklis Social Hall followed by the

community Pizza and Ice Cream Party in the Lindenbaum

Gymnasium.

d BEGINNERS MEGILLAH READING

8:30 p.m. - Beginners Megillah Reading and Purim Party in

the Heyman Auditorium at 125 East 85th Street with Rabbi

Daniel & Rachel Kraus and Shilo Kramer.

d MORNING SERVICES AND MEGILLAH

Sunday, March 12

Morning Services at 8:00 a.m. and again at 9:30 a.m. in the

Main Synagogue, each followed by Megillah reading and

breakfast. The Sephardic morning  minyan will take place in

the Rohr Chapel at 9:00 a.m., where the Megillah will also be

read. Matanot l’Evyonim will be collected at all services.  

.d PURIM YOUTH CARNIVAL

In the Gottesman Center from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., 114

East 85th Street. Contact KJ Youth Director Aryana Ritholtz at 

aryana@ckj.org to purchase tickets in advance. 
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C E L E B R AT E ! !
KJ Teen Program Coordinator

Dr. Steven Ritholtz leads

community teens in an

unforgettable Simchat Beit

HaShoevah celebration during

Chol HaMoed Sukkot in

Borough Park, Brooklyn,

featuring spirited excursions to

the Bobov and Munkatch

Chassidic enclaves and capped

by a group bracha (blessing)

from the Bobover Rebbe

himself!  To learn about

upcoming programming, contact

Teens@CKJ.org 



KEHILATH JESHURUN BULLETIN                                                                                                                                                        Page 7

PURIM: THE JEWISH WAY TO REJOICE - March 9-12, 2017

WHAT IS PURIM?

Purim, the holiday on the 14th of Adar,

is one of the happiest days of the Jewish

calendar.  The Talmud (Taanit 29b) states

“when Adar begins we increase in Joy”

because Adar and Purim are hallmarks of

God’s salvation of the Jewish people.

Even though Purim is not a Torah

holiday, there is a Biblical book (The

Scroll of Esther) which details the action

of the holiday and the history of the events.

Being of Biblical level gives the holiday a

great deal of importance and authority. 

MESSAGE OF THE HOLIDAY

Purim is a festive day because God

rescued us from our

enemies. Yet, as seen in

the ancient work

Megillat Taanit, there

were hundreds of days of

the year that were

considered minor

festivals of thanksgiving.

Only two, Purim and

Chanukah, were applied to all Jewish

communities at all times because their

inherent messages were considered all

encompassing.

Tradition teaches us that Purim is about

how God rescues the Jews in the Diaspora-

where God needs to operate in a hidden

manner with hidden miracles. A popular

lesson about the name Megillat Esther is

that the word Esther means “hidden” (like

hester panim) and Megillah means

“revealed.”  Hence Megillat Esther is the

“revelation of what’s hidden.” 

God is hidden in the Megillah; the story

is a set of confounding coincidences that

appear to be catastrophes until the critical

turnabout when the Jews emerge mighty

and victorious. God’s name is not

mentioned in the Megillah, but God’s

invisible touch is active throughout.

The name of the holiday, Purim, comes

from the Persian word for randomness:

pur. Our enemies used a lottery (purim) to

determine the date for the Jewish

extermination. In the earthly realm, our

enemies see randomness and chaos, but we

see God’s intervention especially in those

events that go beyond human power. The

holiday of Purim is, as a result, a holiday

where we in the Diaspora learn how God

interacts and communicates within the

hidden.

THE HISTORY OF THE HOLIDAY

The Story of Esther

The story of Esther takes place while the

Jews lived in the Persian empire, during

the exile of 70 years (circa 366-355 BCE).

The main characters are: Mordechai

(rabbi, hero), Esther (his cousin, becomes

queen of Persia), Achashverosh (king of

Persia, easily swayed to either side), and

Haman ym”sh (from Amalek; hates Jews,

tries to commit genocide).

Action of the Megillah

The life for the Jews in exile is

precarious. Achashverosh holds a party

where he kills his wife in response to her

insolence. The king then searches for a

new queen and chooses the youthful

Jewess Esther who was counseled by her

uncle Mordechai. Later on, Haman is

insulted that Mordechai does not pay him

proper respect and Haman convinces

Achashverosh to allow him to kill all the

Jews. Haman chooses the date of warfare

by rolling dice (which are called pur in

Aramaic, see above). He rolls the date of

the 13th of the month of Adar. Mordechai

hears of the plot and impresses on Esther

to plead with the King to spare her people.

At first she refuses, for fear of her life, but

then risks everything to appeal to the king.

The appeal is successful, Haman is

thwarted, and the favor of the king is such

that he allows Esther’s people, the Jews, to

fight back on the 13th of Adar. We were

able to fight back so successfully that we

created a holiday on the day afterwards as

a remembrance of God’s miraculous

salvation that worked behind the scenes.

HOW WE COMMEMORATE

AND CELEBRATE

Shabbat Zachor

The Shabbat preceding Purim (this year,

March 11, 2017) is called Shabbat Zachor.

We choose this Shabbat to observe the

commandment to remember the evil of the

nation of Amalek who are central to Purim

as well. In Exodus 17:8-16, we read about

their terror war against the Jewish people

when they attacked us without mercy. The

command in Deut. 25:17-19 states:

“Remember what Amalek did to you, on

your way as you departed from Egypt...

you shall obliterate the memory of Amalek,

you shall not forget.” According to most

authorities, it is a Torah level

commandment to hear this portion read in

synagogue.

TAANIT ESTHER (13th of ADAR)

The day preceding Purim is a

thematically connected fast day (this year,

Thursday, March 9, because themes aside,

we move the fast from Shabbat to the

preceding Thursday). The 13th of Adar is

mentioned in the Megillah as the day

chosen by Haman to destroy the Jewish

people. We fast in memory of the war that

took place on that day and, like the fast of

the first born, we use the fast to recognize

our salvation. (cf. Esther 9:31). Taanit

Esther is unlike the other fasts of the

Jewish calendar, insofar that it is a day of

thanksgiving and not sadness.

Customs of the Fast Day

The “half-shekel” is donated at the

afternoon service (in commemoration of

the half-shekel census, cf. Exodus 25:11-

16, we use the half currency of the realm,

e.g. three half-dollars.) The money is used

for communal funds and synagogue repair.

We go straight from the fast to the

Megillah reading - only eating after we

have fulfilled that mitzvah. 

PURIM (14TH OF ADAR)

Work is not forbidden on Purim, but we

also have no tachanun, eulogies or fasting;

a mourner displays no outward signs, like

on Shabbat. There are a number of

commandments to fulfill on Purim (that

apply equally to men and women):

Night

Megillah: The sages tell us we must hear

every word of the Megillah reading. Please

help others fulfill this mitzvah by

following the instructions of the

community leaders as to when to cease

noisemaking.

Day

Megillah: The obligation is both at night

and during the day. We cannot hear two at

night or two during the day to count for the

whole holiday.

(Continued on next page)
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Mishloach Manot: Sending gifts of

food to friends: Two foods to one person is

the minimum. The foods must be ready-

to-eat.

Matanot l’evyonim: Gifts of money to

the poor. Two coins to each of two poor

people. Money can be collected ahead of

time with the intention that it will be

dispensed on Purim day. We have a special

collection in synagogue for this purpose.

Seudah: Festive meal with rejoicing.

Invite family and friends to your home or

join our catered community celebration.

Intoxication: We are enjoined to drink

intoxicating spirits on Purim. Many

authorities limit the drinking to the

seudah, and even then, the command is

just to drink a bit more than we are used

to. In no fashion should we become so

intoxicated that we would harm ourselves

or others. 

Special Prayers: We add Al Ha-Nisim

to our shemona-esrei and to bircat

hamazon. Yet, we do not say Hallel on

Purim. Three reasons are given for the

lack of Hallel. The first is that the

Megillah acts as Hallel; the second is that

the miracle of the day occurred secretly

and outside the land of Israel; the third is

that (in the words of the Talmud): “we are

still servants to Achashverosh.”

Purim Customs

During the readings of the Megillah, we

fulfill the commandment to “blot out” the

name of Amalek by making loud noises

whenever Haman’s name is read aloud.  

Historians tell us that the custom started

when people would write Haman’s name

on the soles of their shoes and then stamp

their feet during the Megillah reading.

Nowadays, we use groggers: specially

made noisemakers. Another custom is to

recite a few specific verses aloud as a

congregation before the reader recites

them. We read aloud four verses: 2:5,

8:15, 8:16, 10:3 and the list of the ten sons

of Haman, 9:7-9.

Another widespread custom is to wear

costumes, while some authorities hold

that “yom-tov” clothing should be worn

(because it is called a Yom Tov in Esther

9:19). Costumes are to depict the

“hiddenness” of the miracle of Purim, and

also to heighten the “turnabouts” of the

day.

SHUSHAN PURIM

(15TH OF ADAR)

Any city with walls since the time of

Joshua celebrates Purim one day later on

Adar 15. The Megillah relates how the war

against our enemies lasted one day later in

the city of Shushan. Nowadays, Shushan

Purim only applies to Jerusalem (although

a few other cities in Israel have taken on

both days as a longstanding custom, e.g.

Acco, Yaffo, Tiberias). May you have a

healthy, happy, freilichen Purim!

continued from previous page
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Advanced Talmud Shiur

in Tractate Avodah Zarah

in memory of Dr. William Major

with

Rabbi Dr. Jeremy Wieder

Yeshiva University’s Joseph and Gwendolyn Straus Professor of

Talmud in the Mazer Yeshiva Program, a Rosh Yeshiva at

the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary,

and an adjunct professor of Bible at Yeshiva College

Following 8:30 a.m. Sunday morning services

and breakfast in the Ramaz Lower School

125 East 85th Street

Childcare available for children over the age of 3.

Contact Aryana@ckj.org for details

WINTER LEARNING AT KJ

Exploring the Guide

(Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed)

Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m.
.....

Navigating Nach

with Rabbi Hayyim Angel

Wednesdays beginning February 1

at 7:00 pm
.....

Crash Course in Hebrew

Reading

with Sara Rosen

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
.....

Prayerbook Hebrew

with Sara Rosen

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
.....

Studies in the Weekly Portion

with Rabbi Yossi Weiser

Thursdays at 7:00 pm

.....

Jewish Essentials

with Rabbi Yossi Weiser

Thursdays at 8:00 pm
.....

Holiday Workshops

with Rabbi Daniel & Rachel Kraus

7:00 p.m. Refresher; 8:00 Deeper Dive

Chanukah

Tuesday, December 13

Purim

Tuesday, March 7

Passover

Tuesday, March 28
.....

Crash Course in Basic Judaism

with Rabbi Daniel Kraus

begins March 14 at 7:00 pm

To find out about other learning opportunities

at KJ, call 212-774-5678.
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18TH ANNUAL VOLUNTEER

RECOGNITION EVENT

Special Gala Seudah Shlishit

Honoring Members of:
Chevra Kadisha
Bikur Cholim

Hatzolah
Congregational Chesed Volunteers

March 4
Following 5:25 p.m. Mincha

This event is held in conjuction
with Moshe Rabbeinu’s yahrzeit 

(Adar 7)

There is no charge, but we ask that you

please confirm your attendance by

contacting Esther@ckj.org

ROSE AND CHARLES LANGER

LUNCH & LEARN PROGRAM

The Rose & Dr. Charles Langer Lunch and Learn Program for seniors, hosted by Donna

Silverman, will continue through June 2017. The free program for seniors is made

possible by an endowment created by the Buchwald, Edelsburg, and Stern Families.

December 14 - Rabbi Elie Weinstock

December 21 - Israel Max

December 28 - Winter Break

2017

January 4 - Dr. Gilbert Kahn

January11 - Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz

January 18 - Israel Max

January 25 - Rabbi Pesach Sommer

February 1 - Mitchell Agoos

February 8 -  Israel Max

February 15 - Rabbi Yigal Sklarin

February 22 - Evelyn Rochlin

March 1 - Israel Max

March 8 - Robert Sugarman

March 15 - Dr. Gilbert Kahn

March 22 - Israel Max

March 29 - Rabbi Yigal Sklarin

April 5 - Karen Lerman

The program takes place at 12:00 noon

at KJ, 125 East 82nd Street 

preceded at 11:30

by Dus Haimische Shtiebel: “The Yiddish Schmoozers”

with Willy Rosenberg

We invite you to join us for one of two exciting upcoming family-friendly programs:

UJA@KJ Chanukah Celebration

Help us celebrate Chanukah with a pizza party, crafts, and games with the children served by the JCC of Canarsie. We hope you can

make it to celebrate with this special group of children, many of whom only leave Brooklyn once a year - to visit KJ.

Sunday, December 18 from 11:30 am - 2:00 pm

Ramaz Lower School, 125 E. 85th Street

Please arrive promptly so that we have time to package gifts before the children from the JCC of Canarsie arrive.

UJA@KJ on MLK Weekend

Serve with us on MLK Weekend to celebrate how powerful we can be together. We will be assembling shelf stable chili/soup packets

and toiletry kits for those who receive services at the JCC Manhattan Community Pantry in Harlem.

Sunday, January 15, 1:45 pm - 4:00 pm

Address to be provided upon registration.

To RSVP or for more information, please contact “UJA@KJ” chairs

Lani Kollander at Melanie.Kollander@gmail.com, Jen Yashar at Jen.Yashar@gmail.com

or our UJA-Federation liaison Rebecca Zimilover (zimiloverr@ujafedny.org or 212-836-1356)

Bringing Good Things to Living
Serving Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner at Project ORE,

which provides support services to isolated, poor, homeless, and

mentally ill Jews.  It is the only program of its kind in New York City.   Project

ORE provides kosher, family-style community meals including a buffet breakfast,

hot lunch, and food packages for Shabbat. 
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MORNING CLASSES AT KJ

Mondays at 9:00 a.m.: 
Women’s Learning:
Jewish Law and Jewish Philosophy with Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz

Tuesdays at 8:15 a.m.: 
Parsha Foundations with Rabbi Elie Weinstock

Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.: 
Parashat haShavua with Rabbi Haskel Lookstein

Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.: 
Prophetic Women with Dr. Shera Aranoff Tuchman

For more information, call (212)774-5678.

both grieving and embarrassed by their

own grief. (This actually happens; I have

seen people turn to the mourners on the

first day of shiva and say “you know, you

will have to move on.”)

But closure is not just misused; it is a

lie. At best, closure is an elaborate self-

deception encouraged by a societal

aversion to grief. For the truly broken

heart there is no closure. In my previous

synagogue there was a Holocaust survivor

named Shulem who had lost his first wife

and children during the war. He eventually

made his way to Montreal, remarried, and

had two more children. Yet he would come

to synagogue on the yahrzeit of his first

family and would speak with me about

their deaths. It was clear that even 60 years

later, even after rebuilding his life, Shulem

still carried painful wounds. There was no

closure for Shulem.

Instead of closure, the Jewish tradition

embraces memory, even memories of loss.

At weddings, there is a custom to break a

glass, so that even at the happiest of times

the destruction of Jerusalem is still

remembered. And it is often at the best of

times, at celebrations and holidays, when

the comfort we experience becomes

undone. We hit the heights of joy, only to

recall who we can no longer share this joy

with; and we immediately feel the pain of

loss once again.

Shulem taught me that closure is

impossible; but his willingness to rebuild

offered me an insight into a passage in the

book of Job, and in turn, an insight into

what it means to live with a broken heart.

The storyline of Job is a test of faith;

God takes away Job’s wealth, livestock,

and afflicts him with boils; tragically, Job

loses 7 sons and 3 daughters in a house

collapse.

Yet after these tests, despite having to

endure the sanctimonious preaching of

friends, Job holds on to his faith. In return,

at the end of the book, God decides to

reward Job with twice his previous wealth.

Not only that, Job is rewarded with another

7 sons and 3 daughters.

Since meeting Shulem I started to

wonder about this text: How is this closure

for Job? Twice as many animals as a

reward? That I understand, OK. But

replacement children as a path to

closure??? How can that even be

suggested? 

I would answer that the new family

isn’t a reward for Job; actually it is his

most difficult test. Job has proven he has

faith in God; what remains to be seen is if

Job can maintain his faith in life.

Sometimes resignation offers the greatest

comfort to those hurt by tragedy. Yet Job

refuses this path to comfort. Instead, he

teaches us one last lesson of faith: don’t

lose faith in life itself. Even after disaster,

one must live. To do so is an act of

defiance, a refusal to give in to the angel of

death.

Closure is the false refuge of emotional

weaklings, while defiance is the heroic

willingness to live with pain.

When in pain, there is a howling sense

of injustice. We are angry at God, yes, but

even angrier at death. Rav Soloveitchik

explains that defiance is the only Jewish

response to evil: “One must never

acquiesce in evil, make peace with it, or

condone its existence. Defiance of and

active opposition to evil, employing all

means that God put at man’s disposal, is

the dominant norm in Halakhah (Jewish

Law).” This defiance is present, even at

the funeral. The Mourner’s Kaddish, and

in particular the version of Kaddish

recited in the cemetery, focuses on

redemption and peace. Grieving at

graveside, we turn to the angel of death

and defiantly proclaim that we will never

lose faith in life.

Yet defiance is an act of courage, not

consolation. On the contrary, grief can

make the joyful moments of life more

painful. And one is still left to wonder:

what type of comfort is available without

closure?  

Henri Nouwen, a Dutch Priest, wrote

an essay in 1979 entitled “The Wounded

Healer.” He found the inspiration for his

title in a passage in the Talmud Sanhedrin

98a that speaks about the Messiah:

“R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing

by the entrance of R. Simeon b. Yohai’s

tomb…. He then asked him, ‘When will the

Messiah come?’ - ‘Go and ask him

himself,’ was his reply. ‘Where is he

sitting?’ - ‘At the entrance of Rome.’ And

by what sign may I recognize him?’- ‘He is

sitting among the poor lepers: all of them

untie their bandages all at once, and

rebandage them together,  whereas the

T H E H E A L E R O F B R O K E N H E A R T S
(continued from page 1)

JOB HAS PROVEN HE HAS

FAITH IN GOD;

WHAT REMAINS TO BE SEEN

IS IF JOB CAN MAINTAIN

HIS FAITH IN LIFE.

TAHARAT HAMISHPACHA

Questions regarding matters

of Jewish family law and women’s health

should be addressed to Julia Baruch,

KJ’s Yoetzet Halakhah,

who can be contacted at 929-274-0628 or at

JB.yoetzet@gmail.com



KEHILATH JESHURUN BULLETIN Page 11

WIDOW CONNECTION PROGRAM AT KJ

L
osing a spouse is often one of life’s most difficult adjustments.  It can

be a time of profound sadness giving rise to powerful feelings of

isolation.  Those who have experienced such loss know how hard it

can be, and understand the many feelings and challenges that arise.  

KJ is proud to host W Connection, a program aimed at providing newly

widowed women with support and guidance from other widows within the

KJ community.  The program matches widows/grieving partners with a

trained and supervised widowed volunteer.

With the support of a caring, knowledgeable individual, a widow can

better cope with this normal but painful period in life. 

If you or someone you know can benefit from this kind of support, please

join the W Connection on December 15, and then on the third Thursday of

every month from 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at the Ramaz Lower School, 125 East

85th Street (between Park and Lexington Avenues). 

For more information, please contact Gabriella Major at

gabriellamaj@gmail.com or 212-879-4783.

Messiah unties and rebandages each separately.”

The Messiah is sitting at the epicenter of exile,

the city of Rome, and sitting with those exiled from

the city, the lepers. He himself is hurting, wrapping

and unwrapping bandages; the only difference is he

does them one at a time, in order to remain ready to

bring redemption at a moment’s notice.

Inspired by this passage in the Talmud, Nouwen

emphasizes that the Messiah is wounded himself.

But what makes the Messiah different is that he sees

beyond his own pain and is ready to help others.

This ethos is deeply embedded in the Jewish way

of seeing life. We view exile as the basis of an

obligation to love the stranger; we see a history of

loss as a reason to stand up for other losers. 

Wounded healers defy the cruelty of fate with

compassion, the pain of loss with love.

Jews have always been wounded healers. We

actually have gone a step past the Berdichever

Rebbe: Not only have we not let God off the hook;

we have not let ourselves off the hook either. With

tears in our eyes, we insist on making the world a

better place.

In 2004, I visited Beersheva in the aftermath of

a terror attack. We visited people at Siroka hospital

who had survived a bus bombing, and were taken on

a tour of the emergency room. Outside, there was a

Magen David Adom ambulance. I was moved to

tears by the inscription on it which said:

“Given by the wife and children of Benzion

Rosenswajg, of Melbourne, on the occasion of his

90th birthday, 6 August, 2004. And in memory of his

wife Sarah Chana, children Yechiel Shlomo and

Yitzchak Meir and siblings, Nathan Moshe and

Feige, who perished in the Holocaust.”

Here was a man like Shulem who had lost a wife

and children; he too had rebuilt his life and started

another family. And that family was inspired to

generously give an ambulance to heal others. 

This ambulance proclaims the philosophy of the

wounded healer; One can grieve and love with the

same heart, one can remember and repair at the same

time. The broken hearted can lead the way to

redemption. 

As we start the New Year I pray: May God give

us a year of blessing and happiness. 

And may God inspire our hearts,

the broken ones 

and the whole ones,

to fix this world, 

bind the wounded, 

and heal the broken hearted.

( Yo m  K i p p u r S e r m o n )



ISRAEL ACTION

Check out “Artzeinu”
The Weekly Israel News Update 

http://artzeinu.org

edited by fellow KJ members 
Aliza Hornblass

Jonathan Hornblass, 
Erica Schwartz

Founder: Deena Shiff

This site provides easy access
to numerous news sources and videos, and is well organized 

by general topic.
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T
he start of the Nazi genocide can be

traced to the night  of broken glass.

On November 9, the KJ/Ramaz

community commemorated the events of

November 9-10, 1938, when the Nazi

Party, Storm

Troopers, SS,

and Hitler Youth

led Germans in a

wave of anti-

Jewish violence

t h r o u g h o u t

G e r m a n y .

Kristallnacht was

a coordinated

assault on Jews

and Jewish

establishments

i n c l u d i n g

synagogues, stores, and homes (76

synagogues were completely destroyed).

At least 91 Jews were killed during

Kristallnacht, and 30,000 Jews were

rounded up and imprisoned.

This compelling program featured Dr.

Samuel Kassow, a child of Holocaust

survivors who was born in a Displaced

Persons camp in Germany. He is the author

of several books including the award

winning Who Will Write Our History:

Emanuel Ringelblum and the Secret Ghetto

Archive, the heroic story of the Oneg

Shabbat historians in the Warsaw Ghetto.

His presentation, entitled “Time Capsule

under the Rubble: Secret Archive of the

Warsaw Ghetto” was accompanied by

p h o t o g r a p h s

which opened a

l i t t l e - s e e n

window onto the

Warsaw Ghetto.

This program

was chaired by

Y o n i n a

Gomberg, Julie

Kopel, Caroline

Massel, and

Yaira Singer, and

in coordination

with The

Ramaz/KJ Holocaust Education Task

Force who are working together in support

of the KJ/Ramaz Community Library,

created for the enrichment of community-

wide Holocaust education. KJ will be

devoting a portion of its library to books,

documents and artifacts from the

Holocaust to serve as a resource for our

community. Anyone having items in their

possession appropriate for the library is

invited to contact Matthew Binstock at

mattybins@yahoo.com.

KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION

WITH DR. SAMUEL KASSOW

l. to r.: Julie Koppel, Dr. Samuel Kassow, Rabbi Steinmetz,

Yonina Gomberg, Yaira Singer, and Caroline Massel 



Three Great Seudah Shlishit Programs
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FOR SHABBAT SHIRA AND TU B’SHVAT, A MUSICAL SEUDAH SHLISHIT

FEATURING CHAZAN MAYER DAVIS

AND HIS SPECIAL GUESTS, CHAZAN BENNY ROGOSNITZKY OF PARK EAST SYNAGOGUE

AND CHAZAN BENNY ZALTA OF THE KJ SEPHARDIC MINYAN

FEBRUARY 11 FOLLOWING 4:40 P.M. MINCHA IN THE MAIN SYNAGOGUE

PROFESSOR CHAIM SUKENIK

PRESIDENT MACHON LEV

(JERUSALEM COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY)

DECEMBER 17

“The #1 Challenge to the Israeli Economy Today:

Getting a Million Chareidim

into Academia and into Hi-Tech Jobs”

Professor Chaim Sukenik grew up in Miami Beach, Florida.

He studied at Yeshiva University (BA

1972) and at Cal Tech (PhD 1976).

After a year as a postdoctoral

fellow at UCLA, he assumed a

faculty position in Chemistry

at Case Western Reserve

University in Cleveland,

Ohio. He made Aliyah in

1995 and joined the

Chemistry Department at Bar-

Ilan University as a Professor

of Chemistry. In 2013, he became

President of the Jerusalem College

of Technology.

LEAH SARNA

JANUARY 14

“The Torah, What Is To Become Of It?:

Three Talmudic Stories”

Leah Sarna is a third year student at Yeshivat Maharat and a

Wexner Graduate Fellow. Originally from Newton,

Massachusetts, she studied at the Maimonides School and the

SKA Beit Midrash for Women at Migdal Oz before completing

her undergraduate degree at Yale

University in Philosophy &

Psychology. Leah interned last

year with the Orthodox

community at Harvard Hillel

and at Ohev Sholom, the

National Synagogue in

Washington, DC. She

currently works as

Congregational Intern at the

Hebrew Institute of White Plains in

White Plains, NY.

Chazan Mayer Davis Chazan Benny Rogosnitzky Chazan Benny Zalta
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The photos below speak to recent programs that underscore the many ways in which Sisterhood programming speaks to the varied

interests of its membership:

Coming up in 2017 are more great events:

February: Sisterhood “Pink” Challah Bake

March: Pareve Baking Event with Alexandra Rabbani

May: Spring Night Out: Wine Tasting, Boutique, Chesed Activity

May: Annual Spring Luncheon and Boutique.

Get involved! Come to an event to be with friends or meet new people. You are welcome to co-chair an event or offer your home

as a venue. For more information on how to get involved, contact one of us:

Stephanie Katz, President (stephanieskatz@gmail.com) 

Carla Tanz, Vice President (carlatanz@gmail.com)

KJ SYNAGOGUE

MEMBERSHIP:

BE A PART

OF THE JEWISH

PEOPLE

Contact KJ Executive

Director Leonard

Silverman

at 212-774-5680 or

LSS@CKJ.org

On November 3, Sisterhood members

came together for sushi and

socializing while preparing Shabbat

boxes that are given to Jewish

hospital patients in the tri-state area

courtesy of Chesed 24/7.  

KJ Sisterhood:
Making an Impact While Building Community with Programming for All

KJ Welcomes Nursing Mothers, Infants and Toddlers

O
ur new facility offers no fewer than 5 “Koala” brand Baby Changing Stations in the

Lower Level, Lobby, and Second Floor restrooms.   You can find these handy, pull-

down diaper changing stations in the following locations:

Lobby Women’s Room.

Lobby Men’s Room.

Second Floor Women’s Room.

Lower Level Unisex Restroom near Rohr Chapel and Major-Ward Library.

Lower Level Women’s Room accessible by riding the small elevator to “C.”

In addition, nursing mothers will be delighted to learn that KJ offers a Nursing Mother’s

Lounge, located in the spacious anteroom of the Lower Level Women’s Room.  Boasting

comfortable amenities and furniture, the lounge offers nursing mothers privacy and dignity.

Enjoy the stylistic sensibilities of fellow KJ Member (and accomplished decorator) Jennifer

Agus by riding the small elevator to “C.”

KJ member Sharon Steinberg explains the

finer points of mah jongg’s craks, bams, and

dots at a three-part workshop that met in

September. 

Chesed 24/7 is dedicated to keeping 18 Chesed

rooms in hospitals throughout the Tri-State

area fully stocked with all the big and small

essentials for individuals whose loved ones are

hospitalized. 
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IN REVIEW FROM THE MEN’S CLUB

September 18 - Supper Lecture

Jason Guberman (right) :

Executive Director of the American

Sephardi Federation presented “On the

Front Lines: Preserving Middle Eastern

Jewish History in the Age of ISIS.”

October 30 - Screening of “Las Ultimas Palavras”

with filmmamker Rita Ender (pictured here with

Men’s Club President Dr. Mark Meirowitz): 

A documentary about Turkish-Jewish young people

speaking Judeo-Spanish Ladino, the film explores

how Judeo-Spanish culture waned over time even as

its songs and traditional culinary dishes were

preserved. 

November 6 - A warm welcome was extended to Lyla

Blake Ward, pictured here (l): with Dr. Mark

Meirowitz and Meryl Zagarek, publication agent,

author of Broadway, Schraffts and Seeded Rye -

Growing up Slightly Jewish on the Upper West Side,

who told it like it was growing up Jewish in the area of

72nd to 110th Streets, east and west of Broadway on

the Upper West Side in the 1930s and early 1940s.

Through essays and poems, histories and vintage

photos.

Stay tuned for information about more great programming, including the films

“Beauty of Their Dreams” by award-winning filmmaker Debra Gonsher Vinik, and Adam Zucker’s “The Return!”

MIDTOWN SHIUR

The Foundations

of Modern Orthodoxy: 

Torah & Humanism

presented by Rabbi Chaim

Steinmetz 

December 13 at 12:30 p.m.

at the law firm of Davis Polk

450 Lexington Avenue

(between 44th and 45th Streets)  

Mandatory RSVP to

Dina@CKJ.org  

Lunch will be served

KJ member Dr. Andrea Thau recently attended a conference in Las Vegas

and took that opportunity to visit our beloved former superintendent Rudy Arjune

and family in his great new home. Apparently, it’s not that easy to retire!

What Stays in Vegas
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ELIANA CEPELOWICZ

Mazal Tov to Alexandra Zohn and Vitor

Cepelowicz upon the Bat Mitzvah of their

daughter, Eliana, on Shabbat, December 3. In

honor of reaching the age of mitzvot Eliana has

embarked on a chesed initiative making all-

natural, organic, home-made lip-care balms that

she sells to raise funds for Bayt Lepletot- Girls

Town Jerusalem Home & Orphanage. Eliana is

a sixth grade student in the Ramaz Middle

School.

HARRY KATZ

Mazal Tov to Jane and Robert Katz upon the Bar

Mitzvah  of their son, Harry Isaac Katz, at

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on February

18th, at which time he will read Parashat Yitro

and deliver a D’var Torah.  Harry is a seventh

grade student at the Ramaz Middle School. 

JOSHUA KAPLAN

Mazal Tov to Dr. Jennifer and Michael Kaplan

upon the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Joshua, at

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on Shabbat

morning, February 25, 2017, at which time he

will read Parshat Mishpatim.  Joshua is a

seventh grade student at Carmel Academy.
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KJ BEGINNERS PRESENTS

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 AT 5:30 PM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 AT 6:00 PM

March 3, 2017 at 6:45 pm

Shabbat Across America

HISTHISTORORYY AATT HOMEHOME::

GGREAREATT BB IBLICALIBLICAL SSCANDALSCANDALS

featuring Rabbi Hayyim Angel

“King David and BatSheva;

An Affair to Remember”
December 17

“King Ahab:

Did He Do Something Right?”
January 14

Presentations begin at 8:30 p.m.

at Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun, 125 East 85th Street

followed by a post-lecture dessert reception

Co-sponsored by the Institute for Jewish Ideas and Ideals

CHLOE GAD
Mazal Tov to Vanessa and Joseph Gad upon the

Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Chloe, at

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on November

18. She celebrated with a Chesed project

dedicated to the memory of Amy Haber, where

she and her fellow 6th graders prepared 200

packages to feed poor families for

Thanksgiving, and she spoke about the

importance of Food Stamps and helping people

in need. Chloe is a sixth grade student at the

Ramaz Middle School.

BNEI MITZVAH

BENJAMIN MAX COLE

Mazal Tov to Karen and David Cole upon the

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ben, at the Chabad of

Southampton Jewish Center on Shabbat

morning, November 26, at which time he read

Parashat Chayei Sarah and delivered a D’var

Torah. Ben is a seventh grade student at the

Ramaz Middle School.
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JEREMY MILLER

Mazal Tov to Mindy and Dr. Fred Miller upon

the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jeremy, at

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on Shabbat

morning, January 7.  Jeremy will read Parashat

Vayigash and deliver a D’var Torah.  Jeremy is

a seventh grade student at the Ramaz Middle

School.  Mazal Tov as well to proud KJ

grandparents Leonore and Herbert Wolff.

COREY TITLE

Mazal Tov to Rachel and Craig Title upon the

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Corey, at

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on Shabbat

morning, March 4, at which time he will read

Parashat Terumah and deliver a D’var Torah.

Corey is a seventh grade student at the Ramaz

Middle School.

ELIZA BINSTOCK

Mazal Tov to Yaira Singer and Matthew

Binstock upon the Bat Mitzvah of their

daughter, Eliza, which will take place on March

5th.  Eliza will deliver a Dvar Torah entitled

“Taking Root,” based on her chessed project

planting a garden for a low income senior

center.  Eliza is a sixth grade student  at the

Ramaz Middle School. Mazal Tov as well to

proud KJ grandparents Adina and Dr. Michael

Singer.

JONAH HORNBLASS

Mazal Tov to Dr. Chani Penstein and JJ

Hornblass upon the Bar Mitzvah of their son,

Jonah, at Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on

Shabbat Shira, February 11, when he will read

Parashat B’Shalach and its haftarah, as well as

make a siyum on the Talmud tractate Megillah.

Jonah is a seventh grade student at the Ramaz

Middle School. Mazal Tov to the proud KJ

grandparents, Ann and Hon. Jerome Hornblass.

BNEI MITZVAH

ALEXA GRIBETZ

Mazal Tov to Dr. Carin and Eric Gribetz upon

the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Alexa Malia,

on January 16th at Congregation Kehilath

Jeshurun. She will lead a special mincha service

for women and deliver a D’var Torah on the

“Art of Tefillah.” Alexa is a sixth grade student

at the Ramaz Middle School. Mazal Tov as well

to proud KJ grandparents Oshri and Manfred

Endzweig.

JOSEPH KAPLAN

Mazal Tov to Jessica and Adam Kaplan, upon

the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Joseph, at

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun on Rosh

Chodesh Adar, February 26. Joseph is a seventh

grade student at the Ramaz Middle School.

Mazal Tov as well to KJ grandparents Dr.

Sherry and Joel Wiener.

JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE AT KJ

“The Dilemma”
with Rabbi Elie Weinstock

Modern Conundrums.

Talmudic Debates.

Your Solutions.

$79 per class; $135 per couple.

Try the first class for free!

No one is turned away for lack of funds.

6 Mondays at 7:00 PM, starting January 30

Be a Dorot Volunteer!

KJ partners with Dorot to provide
Shabbat meals to the homebound
elderly. 

A weekly visit from a compassionate
volunteer can make all the difference in
helping an Upper East or West Side
senior feel cared about and connected.

Please contact Linda Libow

at 212-769-2850 or LLibow.dorotusa.org,   

to learn more about this wonderful

volunteer opportunity.



BIRTHS

Mazal Tov to:

Diane and Honorable Robert Abrams upon

the birth of a granddaughter, Sara Devora,

born to their children Becky and Dan

Greenwald.

Maxine and Rabbi Hayyim Angel (Rabbi

of the Sephardic Minyan and KJ Rabbinic

Scholar), upon the birth of their fourth child

and second son, Eliyahu David.

Lauren Bochner and Jordan Sheff upon the

birth of their second child and first daughter,

Lilah Rose (Lilah Shoshana Rasia).

Elissa and Gregory Brenner upon the birth

of their second child and son, Jacob Miles

(Yaakov Meir). Mazal Tov as well to the

proud KJ grandparents, Ruth and Ray

Brenner.

Rori Cassirer and Sandy Srulowitz upon

the birth of a grandson born to their children,

Debra and Dr. Avi Srulowitz.

Susan and Michael Castle upon the birth

of a granddaughter, Remi Blake (Bryna

Aviva), born to their children Daniel and

Carly Castle.

Sheila and Dr. Jeremy Chess upon the

birth of a granddaughter, Breindel Leora,

born to their children Ahuva and Joshua

Levine.  

Virginie and Mark Cohen upon the birth of

their first child and daughter, Liora.

Gila and Marc Dworkin, upon the birth of

their fourth child and son, Theodore Isaac

(Yitzchak Achiyah). 

Goldie and I. David Gordon upon the birth

of a grandson, Reuven Yitzhak, the third

child and first son born to their children

Michele and Aaron Gordon.

Bernice and Dr. Gilbert N. Kahn upon the

birth of a grandson, Jonah Sidney (Yonah

Yehezkial), the fourth child born to their

children Shayna and Teddy Kahn.

Avery and Dr. Annie Katz, upon the birth

of their second child and first son, Henry

Margolin (Chaim Meir). Mazal Tov to proud

KJ grandparents Dr. Karin and Joel Katz.

Melanie and Andrew Kule upon the birth

of twin boys, Benjamin Asher (Binyamin

Asher) and Joshua Mark (Yehoshua

Mordechai). Mazal tov as well to the proud

KJ grandparents, Wilma and Stephen Kule.

Diana and Ariel Kwacz upon the birth of

their first child and daughter, Noemi (Noemi

Feiga).

Edith and Salomon Lipiner upon the birth

of a great-granddaughter, Eliana Sara, born

to their grandson Michael (Ramaz ‘07) &

Aviva Epstein.

Deborah Weisfuse and Robert Lipner upon

the birth of a grandson, Mordechai Avraham

(Gus Goldman Lipner), born to their children

Annika Goldman and Louis Lipner.

Linda Ossad and Robert Ellenberg, upon

the birth of a grandson, Gabriel Eitan

(Gavriel Eitan) born to their children Ilana

and Josh Skolnick.

Roni and Bob Pick upon the birth of a

granddaughter, Jordana Sophie (Yardaena

Sophia), born to their children Jennifer and

Sam Sultan.

Louise and Frank Ring upon the birth of a

grandson, Elijah, born to their children,

Rachel Dobkin and Adam Ring.

Elisa and Andrew (“Mo”) Septimus upon

the birth of their first child and son, Ace

Nathaniel (Avraham Shimshon).

Dr. Cheryl Fishbein and Philip Schatten

upon the birth of their granddaughter,

Tuesday Annalise (Dina Yakira), born to their

children Jennifer and Craig Schatten.

Liora and Ben Schulman upon the birth of

their first child and son, Charlie Chaim

(Yechezkel Chaim).

Leah and Jesse Sheff upon the birth of

their second child and first son.

Nechi Shudofsky upon the birth of two

great-granddaughters in Israel.

Bracha and KJ Assistant Comptroller Sy

Yanofsky upon the birth of twin

granddaughters, Miriam and Esther, born to

their children Dina and Josh Herzig.

Jodi and Adam Weinstein upon the birth of

their fourth child and second son, Mack

Oliver (Matan Yehoshua).

May these children grow up in the finest

tradition of Torah, chupah, and maasim

tovim.

BNEI MITZVAH

Mazal Tov to:

Dr. Vivian Mann upon the recent Bar

Mitzvahs of two of her grandsons:  Joseph,

son of Shari and Ranon Mann of Teaneck;

and Ezra, son of Miriam and Stephen

Wallach of Woodmere.

Donna and Arthur Silverman upon the Bat

Mitzvah in Los Angeles of their youngest

grandchild, Rachel Silverman, the daughter

of Nomi and Daniel Silverman.

May these children grow up in the finest

tradition of Torah, chupah, and maasim

tovim.

ENGAGEMENTS

Mazal Tov to:

Brenda and Albert Bernstein upon the

engagement of their granddaughter,  Julianna

Storch, daughter of Elana and Dr. Daniel

Storch, to Reuben Cohen son of Nadine and

Ed Cohen of  NYC.

Debbie and Alan Kestenbaum upon the

engagement of their son, Jacob, to Jordana

Alpert, daughter of Debbie and Michael

Alpert of the Five Towns. 

Hannah Low upon the engagement of her

granddaughter, Samantha Doppelt, daughter

of  Debbie and Michael Doppelt, to Mitchell

Friedman, son of Caren and Scott Friedman

of Florida.

Andrea and Dr. Robert Meislin upon the

engagement of their daughter, Ariel Meislin,

to Greg Lisbe, the son of Susan Palestrant of

Ossining.  Mazal Tov as well to the proud KJ

grandmother, Monica Meislin.

Helen and Dr. Daniel Potaznik upon the

engagement of their son, Yehuda Arye (‘01),

in Israel, to Chen Harazi, daughter of Rivka

and Aharon Harazi of Givatayim.

Shoshana and Dr. Saul Stromer upon the

engagement of their daughter, Alexandra, to

Michael Farbenblum, the son of Mr. and Mrs.

Benjamin Farbenblum of Brooklyn.

Dr. Naama and Rabbi Elie Weinstock upon

the engagement of Rabbi Weinstock’s sister,

Chana Weinstock, to Meir Shubowitz of

Woodmere.

May their weddings take place in happiness

and blessing.

MARRIAGES

Mazal Tov to:

Sandy and Dr. Robert April upon the

marriage of their son, Daniel Lauchheimer,

to Rina Kellerman, daughter of Ruthie and

Hillel Kellerman of Los Angeles.

Becky and Dr. Ike Herschkopf upon the

marriage of their daughter, Davida, to Ari

Rosenstrauch, son of Dalila and Claude

Rosenstrauch of Livingston, NJ.

Glenda Cortez and Daniel Iwanicki upon

their marriage.

Dr. Karin and Joel Katz upon the marriage

of their son, Jason, to Elaine Gottesman, the

daughter of Irene and Robert Gottesman of

Englewood.

Martin and Shelley Kaufman upon the

marriage of their daughter, Emily, to Sam

Schron of Kansas City. Mazal Tov to the

proud KJ grandmother of the bride, Hannah

Low.

Gail Kramer upon the marriage of her

grandson, David Korff, to Malkie Miller of

the Five Towns.

Andrea and Dr. Robert Meislin upon the
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marriage - in Jaffa, Israel - of their daughter,

Sophie, to Ian Baron, the son of Simone and

Eli Baron of London.  Mazal Tov as well to

the proud KJ grandmother, Monica Meislin.

Paula and Dr. David Menche upon the

marriage of their daughter, Julia, to Rafi

Haramati, son of Debbie and Raz Haramati

of Englewood.

Ronit and Dr. Lawrence Schwab, upon the

marriage of their daughter, Kelly (‘03), to

Jason Kroll of Long Island.

Nechi Shudofsky upon the marriage of

two grandsons  in Israel.

Paula and Leonard Solinsky upon the

marriage of their daughter Lanna, to David

Weisfeld, son of Edith and Norman Weisfeld

of Great Neck.

Jayde Tillis upon her recent marriage to

Joel Golovin.

May the new couples be blessed to build

homes faithful to the traditions of the Jewish

people.

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to:

Dr. Sarah and Elie Hirschfeld upon the

official naming of  Elie Hirschfeld ‘71

House, Home of Brown University’s

Program in Judaic Studies.

Dr. Andrea Thau, owner of Dr. Thau and

Associates, a private practice on Park Avenue

in Manhattan, upon assuming the position of

president of the American Optometric

Association (AOA), which represents more

than 39,000 doctors of optometry and other

eye care professionals. Dr. Thau is the second

woman and first Shomer Shabbat person to

be elected president of the AOA. 

COMMUNAL HONORS

Congratulations to:

Beth and Marc Bengualid upon being

Guests of Honor at the American Friends of

Reuth dinner. Reuth is one of Israel’s most

outstanding social service and healthcare

facilities.

Rosie (‘68) and Dr. Mark Friedman on

their children, Yael (‘01) and Pinny Farkas,

being Guests of Honor at the American

Friends  of Beit El Dinner. Mazal Tov to the

proud grandparents, Jean and Eugen Gluck.

Elie and Dr. Sarah Hirschfeld upon

receiving the Israel 69 Award at the Israel

Bonds Annual International Prime Minister’s

Club Dinner.

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein upon being

selected one of the “Forward 50” in The

Forward newspaper’s November 18 issue.

Deena and Adam Shiff upon being Guests

of Honor at the AMIT dinner, and to Suzanne

and Jacob Doft, who were the event Chairs.

CONDOLENCES

Our condolences to:

Karen Gurewitsch upon the passing of her

father, Dr. Jack Miller.

Sander Srulowitz upon the passing of his

mother, Sydell Srulowitz.

Sandra Rothschild upon the passing of her

mother, Esther Simon.

Barbara Waitman and Jennifer Waitman

upon the passing, respectively, of their

mother and grandmother, Bea Eisdorfer.

May they be comforted among all those who

mourn for Zion and Jerusalem.
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In Memoriam

MONA HADDAD

The KJ/Ramaz community was stunned by the passing of young Mona

Haddad, the daughter of Esther and Alan and dear sister of Mac.  She was a

cherished alumna of Ramaz and a person who loved to do good things for

other people.  She was loved by her friends.  Her parents were so proud of her

and of the Service Award which was bestowed upon her at her graduation from

Ramaz.  

One of her most meaningful relationships was established with her fifth

grade teacher at Ramaz, Victoria Ginsberg, who spoke movingly at a memorial

for Mona and described her as a deep observer of life and of people, someone

who was consumed by her love for reading through which she learned about

the world “what she might aspire to and what she might dare to dream about…

the difference between good and evil, right and wrong.”  Her teacher added

that, “she made a difference in the lives of those who needed her help and

protection.”  

We pray for the strength and courage of the family.  May they be consoled

and comforted in their loss of a shining star whose light will forever be

experienced through loving memory.

ZAHAVA KOHEN

We mourn the passing of the beloved wife of Abraham Kohen.  She was a

member of our congregation for decades.  Born in Israel, she was a passionate

Jew and Zionist.  She was very proud of her daughters, Naomi and Talia who

are alumnae of Ramaz, and she was devoted to her friends in this community.

She battled a very difficult illness for many years without complaining and

with great courage.  She was powerfully supported by Abe and the children.

May her memory be for a blessing.

CREATE AN ENDURING LEGACY

Please consider participating in the Congregation’s

Endowment and Planned Giving Program,

through which you can createan enduring legacy of

active participation in KJ 

Contact Leonard Silverman at 212-774-5680

or lss@ckj.org for information

W I T H I N  O U R  FA M I LY

PERMANENT MEMORIAL

OPPORTUNITY

FOR DEPARTED 

LOVED ONES

On the walls of the Main Synagogue are mounted seven

tablets bearing memorial plaques, representing a

permanent and dignified memorial to loved ones. 

At KJ, now in its 145th year, we keep the lights lit on

either side of the plaque each year during the full month

of the Yahrzeit and also when we recite Yizkor on Yom

Kippur, Shemini Atzeret, Pesach and Shavuot. 

The cost of a plaque is $1,500. 

To purchase, please contact 

KJ Comptroller Hattie Murphy

at 212-774-5653
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE  

Friday Saturday
Lighting               Evening          Afternoon                    Sabbath
of Candles            Services            Services                        Ends  

December
9-10 Vayetze 4:11 PM 4:25 PM 4:05 PM 5:08 PM
16-17       Vayishlach 4:12 PM 4:25 PM 4:05 PM 5:10 PM
23-24 Vayeshev 4:15 PM 4:30 PM 4:10 PM 5:13 PM
30-31 Miketz 4:20 PM 4:35 PM 4:15 PM 5:19 PM

January
6-7 Vayigash 4:26 PM 4:40 PM 4:20 PM 5:24 PM
13-14 Vayehi 4:34 PM 4:45 PM 4:25 PM 5:31 PM
20-21 Shemot 4:42 PM 4:55 PM 4:35 PM 5:39 PM
27-28 Vaera 4:50 PM 5:05 PM 4:40 PM 5:47 PM

February
3-4 Bo 4:59 PM 5:10 PM 4:50 PM 5:54 PM
10-11 Beshalach 5:07 PM 5:20 PM 4:40 PM 6:02 PM
17-18 Yitro 5:16 PM 5:30 PM 5:05 PM 6:10 PM
24-25 Mishpatim-Shekalim 5:24 PM 5:35 PM 5:15 PM 6:18 PM

March
3-4 Terumah 5:32 PM 5:45 PM 5:25 PM 6:27 PM
10-11 Tetzaveh-Zachor 5:40 PM 5:55 PM 5:30 PM 6:34 PM
17-18 Ki Tisa-Parah 6:47 PM 6:45 PM 6:40 PM 7:41 PM
24-25 Vayakhel/Pekudei- 6:55 PM 6:45 PM 6:45 PM 7:49 PM

Hachodesh
31-1 Vayikra 7:02 PM 6:45 PM 6:55 PM 7:56 PM

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Weekday mornings…………..7:30 AM    Sunday mornings……………..8:30 AM

Mondays and Thursdays……..7:15 AM Rosh Chodesh weekdays…….7:00 AM

Sabbath mornings…………….9:00 AM
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Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun

125 East 85th Street

New York, NY 10028-0928

Sunday-Monday, December 25-26

Chanukah Service at 8:30 am
Tuesday-Thursday, December 27-29

Chanukah Service at 7:10 am
Friday, December 30

Chanukah/Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Morning Service at 7:00 am

Sunday-Monday, January 1-2

Morning Service at 8:30 am
Sunday, January 8

Fast of the 10th of Tevet
Fast Begins at 6:08 am
Morning Service at 8:30 am
Afternoon Service at 4:20 pm
Fast Ends at 5:22 pm
Shabbat, February 11

Tu B’Shevat

Monday, February 20

Morning Service at 8:30 am
Monday, February 27

Rosh Chodesh Adar 
Morning Services at 7:00 am
For Purim Schedule see page 6

Are you receiving your KJ Bulletin late in the mail? Are you receiving double copies of the

Bulletin?  We need to know! Please e-mail Riva@ckj.org or call 212-774-5670.

Dec. 4- 22 ...........................4:25 PM

Dec. 25-29 ..........................4:30 PM

Jan. 1-5 ..............................4:35 PM

Jan.9-12..............................4:45 PM

Jan. 15-19 ..........................4:50 PM

Jan. 22-26 ..........................5:00 PM

Jan 29 - Feb. 2 ..................5:05 PM

Feb. 5-9 ..............................5:15 PM

Feb. 12-16 .........................5:25 PM

Feb. 19-23 ..........................5:35 PM

Feb. 26-March 2 ...............5:40 PM

March 5 - March 8 ...........5:50 PM

March12-June 8 ................6:45 PM

In preparing the Bulletin, we welcome all KJ members’ announcements of communal, academic

and professional achievements.  Please e-mail Riva@CKJ.org or mail news to the synagogue,

marked “ATTN: KJ Bulletin”

EVENING SERVICES

DATES TO REMEMBER
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Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun

125 East 85th Street, New York, NY 10028

212-774-5600

Synagogue Officials

Haskel Lookstein  . . . . . . .Rabbi Emeritus
______________________

Chaim Steinmetz . . . . . . . . . .Senior Rabbi
Elie Weinstock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rabbi
Rabbi Daniel Kraus & Rachel Kraus
 . . . . . .Directors of Community Education
Hayyim Angel  . . . . . . . .Rabbinic Scholar
Rabbi Dr. Jeremy Wieder
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scholar-in Residence
Mayer Davis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cantor
Leonard Silverman  . . .Executive Director

Officers of the Congregation
David Lobel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President
Elias Buchwald  . . . . . . . . . .Vice President
Surie Sugarman  . . . . . .2nd Vice President
Dr. Nicole Agus  . . . . . .3rd Vice President
Sidney Ingber  . . . . . . . .4th Vice President
Morris Massel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary
Jonathan Wagner  . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer
Robert Schwartz  . . . . .Assistant Treasurer
Evan Farber  . . . . . . . .Financial Secretary
JJ Hornblass  . . . . . . .Recording Secretary

Past Presidents
Benjamin Brown       Fred Distenfeld
Chaim Edelstein      Samuel Eisenstat  
Eric Feldstein      Stanley Gurewitsch

Joel Katz  

Affiliate Presidents
Stephanie Katz . . . . .President, Sisterhood
Carla Tanz  . . . .Vice President, Sisterhood
Dr. Mark Meirowitz  . . .Pres., Men’s Club
Brittany Cogan  . . . . . . .President, Kesher
Elizabeth Savetsky  . . . .President, Kesher
Elisa Septimus . . . . . . . .President, Kesher

Office Staff
Riva Alper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrator
Richard Dobrotinic  . . . . . . .Superintendent
Dina Farhi  . . . . . . . . . . .Executive Assistant
Danielle Herbst  . . . . . . . . . .Social Worker
Hattie Murphy  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Comptroller
Menucha Parry  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Director of

Member Services
Aryana Bibi Ritholtz  . . . . . .Youth Director
Sy Yanofsky  . . . . . . ..Assistant Comptroller
Esther Zarnel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Director of

Communications & Programming

DEDICATE

Members of the Congregation and others

are invited to honor a friend or relative,

celebrate a milestone event

or memorialize a loved one

by dedicating 

Chumashim or Siddurim.

CHUMASHIM - $45 each

SIDDURIM - $25 each

Call Riva Alper

at 212-774-5670


