
Dear KJ Family, 

 

In his October 7th email to you, our Synagogue’s President briefed you on the process we have 

embarked on to search for a new chazan to succeed Cantor Mayer Davis. The Search 

Committee has spent considerable time reviewing candidates and has selected a short list of 

finalists to visit our congregation and lead us for Shabbat services. This process will give our 

members direct exposure to all the finalists and an opportunity to provide feedback. 

 

Our fourth finalist is Cantor Chaim David Berson, who will visit KJ on Shabbat, December 14–

15. Cantor Berson currently serves as the Chief Chazan of The Jewish Center on Manhattan’s 

Upper West Side, a position he has held for the past eight years. Previously, he was Associate 

Cantor at the Shaar HaShamayim Synagogue in Montreal and the Ohel Leah Synagogue in 

Hong Kong. A lyric tenor, he is a classically trained cantor as well as a versatile singer of 

contemporary Jewish music. Cantor Berson recently released his debut album “Ten Lanu 

Chaim” featuring original songs. He has performed at music festivals in North America, Israel, 

and Europe, and has achieved international acclaim. He has also performed as the lead vocalist 

with the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra. Cantor Berson is currently spearheading the OU 

Nussach Ha’Tefilah Initiative, the goal of which is to work with communities and ba’alei tefilah to 

disseminate knowledge regarding the traditions of nussach and tefilah. 

 

Cantor Berson lives on the Upper West Side with his wife Batya and two-year-old daughter 

Annaelle. Born to American parents who made aliyah, he grew up in Jerusalem. He studied at 

the Mir Yeshiva in Jerusalem and graduated from the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute under the 

tutelage of Cantor Naftali Hershtik. 

 

Services on Friday night December 14 begin at 4:25 P.M. and Shabbat morning December 15 

at 9:00 A.M. 

 

To provide feedback, please speak to the members of the Search Committee or email your 

thoughts to chazansearch@ckj.org. 

 

Links to Cantor Berson’s recordings are below: 

 

https://youtu.be/Lq7H-xVx_s0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BD-7BnKk-4E&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jja_FxBKlHo&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jv5eWcVVrxg&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLIfLJW4sRg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o94Xr-eTkac 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTcdq2_PjS0 
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