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The O!cers of the Congregation are pleased to announce that Rabbi Daniel Kraus, Rabbi Meyer Laniado, 
and Cantor Chaim Dovid Berson, have been chosen for the highest Torah honors of the year. Their 
installation will take place before the Musaf service on Shemini Atzeret, Tuesday, September 28th.

We invite the entire congregation to rejoice with them and with us on Shemini 
Atzeret and on Simchat Torah, night and day, as we celebrate the three families 

whose love of, and commitment to, Torah merit our honor and tribute.

Israel Foundation, Daniel served as the inaugural Director of the 
Manhattan Jewish Experience (MJE) Downtown location where 
he spearheaded the creation of a community of young Jewish 
professionals and created a hub of Jewish engagement in Midtown 
Manhattan. Daniel also served as MJE’s Chief Operating Officer.

In 2017, Daniel’s star was included in the Jewish Week’s 
prestigious 36 Under 36 list of emerging Jewish leaders.

He is married to the exceptional Rachel Kraus and is the proud 
father of four young children: Kira, Eitan, Noam and Amiel. The Kraus 
family play a very significant role in our congregational family.

We are extremely proud to bestow upon Rabbi Daniel Kraus 
the designation of this year’s Chatan Torah.

RABBI MEYER LANIADO joined KJ in 2018 as the first KJ 
Sephardic Rabbi to actively grow the KJ Sephardic community 
through new outreach initiatives and engaging programming. 
In his first year, he launched four successful programs and by 
year two quadrupled programming for all segments, including 
men, women, children and families. Many of these initiatives 
serve the entire KJ/Ramaz community, including after-school 
Torah learning and Bar Mitzvah training.

Once the synagogue closed during COVID, Rabbi Laniado 
pivoted and launched an opt-in-only WhatsApp channel that 
quickly grew to 200+ members from across the KJ community. 
Each day, Rabbi Laniado curated online content, programs and 
events that ensured the community had a full and engaging 
schedule for the entire family. Recognized for being attuned to 
the needs of the moment with his video messages, nightly classes 
and personal outreach, Rabbi Laniado provided much needed 
support and spiritual elevation through this challenging time.

Rabbi Laniado comes to us from Deal, NJ, with his talented 
wife, Talia, our KJ graphic designer. Their adorable and 
precocious daughter, Adina, is excited to begin Ramaz in the 
fall. Prior to joining KJ, Rabbi Laniado was an Associate Rabbi 
at Congregation Magen David of West Deal and a Rabbi at Hillel 
Yeshiva Middle and High School. He received semicha from 
Yeshiva University – RIETS and the Sephardic Bet Din of Queens. 
He holds a B.S. in Management from Yeshiva University – Sy Syms 
School of Business and a Masters in Talmudic Studies from Yeshiva 
University – Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish Studies.

Rabbi Laniado imbues the concept of Torah im Derech Eretz, 
with his warmth, humility, and genuine care for others. He brings 
these traits along with tremendous energy and passion to 
every class and sermon, whether he has an audience of one or 

hundreds. We are incredibly proud to bestow upon Rabbi Meyer 
Laniado the designation of this year’s Chatan Bereishit.

CANTOR CHAIM DOVID BERSON, a native of Jerusalem, 
Israel, joined our KJ clergy in July of 2019. He received his 
education at the Mir Yeshiva in Jerusalem and subsequently 
graduated from the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute, receiving 
unparalleled training in Chazanut, voice skills, and the mesorah 
of our tefillah. Before coming to KJ, Cantor Berson served as 
the cantor of The Jewish Center on the Upper West Side, as 
well as associate cantor at the Shaar Hashomayim Synagogue 
in Montreal, and the Ohel Leah Synagogue in Hong Kong.

He has led several missions to Poland, recited the Holocaust 
Memorial Prayer at the United Nations General Assembly, 
performed in the Israel Concert on Central Park’s Summer 
Stage at the Krakow Jewish Festival, and was a featured singer 
with the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra.

Cantor Berson brings a mellifluous, lyrical tenor voice, a deep 
knowledge of music and prayer, and his own personal charisma to our 
synagogue. Since his arrival, he has inspired and he elevated our tefillah 
and enriched our community with multiple musical events such as the 
Selichot concerts, the Annual Winter Concert and Shabbat Shira.

During the pandemic, Cantor Berson worked to keep our 
communal davening alive with virtual weekly Kabbalat Shabbat and 
Havdalah, recitation of Yizkor, Tish’a B’Av kinot, Yom HaShoah and 
Kristallnacht programing, and elevated our spirits with musical Hallel, 
Tekes Ma’avar and Yom Yerushalayim concerts and kumzitzes. 
His vision of an online Annual Dinner made it possible for us to be 
entertained by a world-class concert and to celebrate together. 
His live-streamed selichot and extensive High Holiday recordings 
connected us with the Days of Awe despite our isolation, and when 
we came back together, he led multiple services during Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom HaKipurim to ensure as many congregants as 
possible were able to connect to God at these crucial times.

Cantor Berson is married to Batya, who was born and raised in 
Queens. Batya is a graduate of Stern College for Women and 
then Columbia School of Nursing with a Master’s degree as a 
Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner and a Doctorate in 
Nursing Practice. Batya is part of the psychiatric mental health 
team at Weill-Cornell Medical Center. Batya and Chaim Dovid 
have a lively five-year-old daughter, Annaelle (Ramaz Class of 
2034), who loves reading, coloring, and anything she can build, 
and a one-year-old son, Remi, who enjoys just being.

We are pleased to recognize Cantor Berson with the honor of 
Chatan Maftir for all the musical inspiration he brings to KJ.

Chatan Torah

RABBI DANIEL 
KRAUS
RABBI DANIEL KRAUS joined KJ in 2012 as the Co-Director of Community Education. Together with his wife, Rachel, he 
was hired to serve the outreach, educational and programming needs of the congregation and the acclaimed KJ Beginners 
Services. Under their leadership, the KJ Beginners program has experienced a renaissance and celebrated significant 
growth. With his experienced and savvy programming and marketing flair, he has spearheaded many communal initiatives 
and programs that have reached thousands across the Upper East Side.

As the Synagogue doors closed due to COVID-19, the Beginners program quickly pivoted to virtual programming, offering 
a wide variety of classes and engaging programs to keep the community connected and inspired during this period of 
prolonged physical separation.

Daniel graduated Yeshiva University, completing a BA in Management & Marketing, and he is also a graduate of the Ner 
LeElef Fellowship at RIETS. Daniel received his ordination from Rabbi Zalman Nechemia Goldberg of Jerusalem and 
completed his MBA at Yeshiva University. Daniel has lectured and taught throughout Australia, Israel, the former Soviet 
Union, Eastern Europe and across the US.

Outside of KJ, Daniel is the Associate Vice President of Strategic Partnerships & Projects at the Birthright Israel Foundation, 
where he leads strategic alliances, major partnerships, and brand experiences for the foundation. Prior to joining the Birthright 
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