
First Day Torah Reading            Rabbi Daniel and Rachel Kraus  
 
First Aliyah / Rishon  

1. What does it mean that God remembered? Does it imply that He forgot? Can God forget? 
2. Every single verse in the first Aliyah has active verbs: 

דקַ֥פָּ  =remember, ַשׂעַיַּ֧ו =He did, ַדלֶתֵּ֨ו =she gave birth, ַארָ֨קְיִּו =and he called, ַלמָיָּ֤ו =and he 
circumcised. 
Is there a reason to emphasize all the action?  

Second Aliyah / Sheni 

1. Is laughter a weakness or a strength?  

Third Aliyah / Shelishi  

1. When self-reflecting on Sarah’s directive to banish Yishmael and Hagar, Avraham was upset  
וֹנֽבְּ  about his son. In the very next verse, when God inserts Himself into the conversation= תדֹ֥וֹא לעַ֖

he refers to Yishmael as ַרע נַּ֣הַ־לעַ  F֙  =don’t be distressed over the lad. Why does Godינֶ֙יעֵבְּ ערַ֤יֵ־לאַ
respond with a different term? What is the difference?  

2. The text refers to ְּםהָ֑רָבְאַ ינֵ֣יעֵב =that the idea was bad in the “eyes of Avraham”. And God 
responds with another reference to the eyes, ַינֶ֙יעֵבְּ ערַ֤יֵ־לאF֙ =don’t be distressed in your eyes. 
What can be learned from the repletion of the word eyes?  

Fourth Aliyah / Revi’i 

1. In describing where Hagar sat, the verse states, ַלֶתֵּוJ֩ ַדגֶנֶּ֗מִ הּלָ֜ בשֶׁתֵּ֨ו =she went and sat opposite. 
What insight can we extract from the description of how and where Hagar sat?  

2. The verse states that Hagar lifted her voice and cried and the very next verse says that ַעמַ֣שְׁיִּו 
ר֒עַנַּהַ לוֹק֣־תאֶ ם֮יהRִאֱ =God heard the voice of the lad. What are we meant to understand from the 

raising of her voice, but God hears and responds to the boy’s voice.  

Fifth Aliyah / Chamishi 

1. How does Hagar’s reaction to her son’s situation differ from Sarah’s reaction to her son’s 
situation?  

2. What coping tools and strategies can be extracted from their respective responses?  

Sixth Aliyah / Shishi 

1. God’s presence with Avraham was evident to Avimelech; ֱאRִ֣מְּעִ םיהF֔ ְּהתָּ֖אַ־רשֶׁאֲ לכֹ֥ב 
׃השֶֽׂעֹ =Avimelech told Avraham, “God is with you in all that you do”, how does one become a 

person who embodies a visible presence of God? 

Seventh Aliyah / Shvi’i 

1. Why does Avraham plant a tree at the culmination of the promise forged between himself and 
Avimelech?   


