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/

-

Welcome to Congregation Tiferes Yisroel

Congregation
Tiferes
Yisroel!
Rabbi Menachem
Goldberger

Parshas Vayetze
bWelcome
to
Parshas Tazria/Metzora
בס״ד

הרב מנחם ראובן הלוי גולדברגר
שליטא מרא דאתרא

אחד

בלב

Pushka total: $564.50 (see p. 3)
5746-5774

6 Kislev 5774/November 9, 2013.

Celebrating our 28th year

DAVENING SCHEDULE
Friday
Candle Lighting:
Mincha:

4:39 pm
4:40 pm

Shabbos Day
Shacharis:
Mincha:
Maariv:
Shabbos is over after:

8:30 am
4:15 pm
5:55 pm
6:09 pm

Sunday
Shacharis:
Mincha/Maariv:

8:00 am
4:30 pm

Monday-Friday
Shacharis:
Mincha/Maariv followed by
Bais Medrash:

4:30 pm

Next Shabbos — Vayishlach
Candle Lighting:
Friday Mincha:

4:33 pm
4:35 pm

6:30 am

to 3 pm. This celebration is designed
especially for kids under 10.
As we are making preparations for this
fantastic event, we are looking for sponsors to
get us going. If you would like to help
sponsor the carnival, please contact Shelly
Cohen,
either
at
443-676-9439
or
shelly.g.cohen@gmail.com.

Taharas Hamishpacha Classes
with the Rebbetzin
Join Rebbetzin Bracha Goldberger for a
taharas hamishpacha review with focus on
building and enjoying strong loving
everlasting Jewish marriages.
Classes will be given on Sunday evenings
from 8 to 9:30, November 10, 17, and 24,
December 8, and 22, and January 5.
There is no fee for shul members.
Call Rivka Bluestein at 410-585-0314 or
email bluestein1@juno.com to register.

This Shabbos

Bug Off 2: The Sequel

• Kiddush at the home of Elie and Esther
Levi, 3607 Bancroft Road, in honor of the
birth of their daughter Shira Malka. May
they be zocheh l’gadla l’Torah l’chupah
ul’maasim tovim.

The TY Sisterhood is presenting “Bug Off
2: The Sequel.” Rabbi Shalom Tendler of the
Star K will be giving a second Bug Checking
Seminar November 17 at 11:30 am in the
Simcha Hall. This will be a hands-on lesson in
checking for insect infestation in fruits,
vegetables and grains. This is for men and
women, and there is no charge to attend.
Please RSVP to Mrs. Elka Rottman at
elkarottman@gmail.com or 410-358-5427 so
we know how many to set up for.
Bug checking kits are available now and at
the seminar from Elka Rottman. Please make
checks payable to Tiferes Yisroel Sisterhood.

Shul Roster
We recently sent out the shul roster via
email to all members. If you did not receive
the roster, or if your information is incorrect,
please
contact
Glenna
at
glenna@
tiferesyisroel.org.

Chanukah Carnival
Chanukah is just around the corner. That
means the shul’s Chanukah Carnival is also
just around the corner, on December 1, from 1

CHOICE #1: $65
Light box.
Plus everything in choice #2.

1986-2013
CHOICE #2: $30
Thrip cloth (1.5’ × 2.79’ swath of cloth).
Illuminated
jeweler’s
loupe
(30×).
Jeweler’s loupe is not needed for finding bugs
on produce, but to learn how to identify bugs
and distinguish them from other particles.
5 pouches of FIT ORGANIC veggie wash.

Saving and Investing for
Twentysomethings (and Older
and Younger)
On motzei Shabbos, November 23, at 8 pm
in the Nancy Taffel Annex, Jay Taffel will
lead a discussion about the importance of
saving and investing money when you are
younger. (So IY”H you'll have something
when you’re older.)
We will talk about the power of compound
interest, what exactly are stocks, ETFs and
mutual funds, and the different types of
investment and retirement accounts that are
available.
If you know nothing about investing, then
this discussion is for you. The talk is geared
for post-seminary and post-yeshiva young
adults, but all are welcome. There will be no
solicitations or selling of any kind.

Last Chance
Still looking for a guest editor for the Lev
Echad.
I know it seems daunting. And the
schedules are ridiculous. And it’s time
consuming. And that’s the positive stuff. But
don’t let that stop you. The shul needs you.
The kehilla needs you. The readers of the Lev
Echad need you.
Consider it an act of chesed.
Contact the editor in person or at
levechad@tiferesyisroel.org. No phone calls
please. Serious inquiries only.

This week’s Lev Echad is sponsored by:
Emily R. Lipsitz, in loving memory of her daughter Ilene Kahn, and grandson Ian Kahn.

Visit us at www.tiferesyisroel.org

/

The Weekly Parsha

Torah Attitude
by Rabbi Avraham Kahn as transcribed by
Michael Deverett
SUMMARY
Why does the Torah relate to us how Laban
and his family viewed Jacob? G-d performed
a miracle and assisted Jacob to get back to the
Temple Mount in a very short time. G-d
performed a second miracle so Jacob would
stay there overnight. Why did G-d not stop
Jacob from passing by the Temple Mount
originally when Jacob was en route from Beer
Sheba to Haran? In order to merit Divine
assistance, a person must initiate and decide
what he wants to do. G-d is not necessarily
going to look after a person’s needs unless the
person himself realizes the need and desires it.
G-d created the world in such a way that
nothing is implemented above until it has
been initiated below. Only after Jacob realized
that Laban and his family had changed their
attitude towards him, and he himself felt the
need to leave and go back home, did G-d
reveal Himself to Jacob and instruct him to
go. “Open for Me an opening the size of a
needle, and I will open for you an opening
through which wagons can drive.”
JACOB AND LABAN
The Torah relates how Jacob had to run
away from his brother Eisav, who was
scheming to kill him. Jacob found refuge in
Haran at the house of his uncle Laban, who
put him to work and constantly cheated him
by breaking their arrangements. Despite this,
with G-d’s assistance Jacob became very
prosperous. This did not go unnoticed by
Laban and his family and Jacob heard how
Laban’s sons spoke badly about him and said:
“Jacob has taken all that belongs to our
father.” Laban’s personal disposition towards
Jacob was not much better, as it says: “And
Jacob saw the face of Laban, and behold, it
was not with him as the days before.”
Immediately after this the Torah says: “And
G-d said to Jacob, ‘Return to the land of your
fathers, to your birthplace.’ ” Why does the
Torah relate to us how Laban and his family
viewed Jacob? It would seem to be sufficient
to let us know that G-d instructed Jacob to go
back home.
TEMPLE MOUNT MIRACLE
We may be able to answer this by looking
at what happened at the beginning of this
week’s parasha, when Jacob was fleeing to
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Haran to stay with Laban. The parasha starts:
“And Jacob went away from Beer Sheba and
went to Haran.” This indicates that Jacob
actually reached Haran. However, in the next
verse it says: “And he reached the place and
he stayed there overnight, because the sun had
set.” Rashi quotes the Talmud (Chulin 91b)
that has several comments of these verses.
The Talmud points out that the Torah does not
specify which place Jacob reached. The
Talmud explains that the Torah is referring to
a known and famous place where both
Abraham and Isaac prayed. This is where
Abraham had been ready to offer Isaac on the
altar, and the very same place where the
Temple was later erected in Jerusalem. The
Talmud further notes that first the Torah tells
us that Jacob arrived in Haran, and then that
he reached the place of the Temple Mount. It
would have made more sense if we were told
first what happened on the way, and then that
he reached his final destination. The Talmud
explains that Jacob actually had reached his
destination. Once he was there he realized that
he had gone past that special place, where his
father and grandfather had prayed to G-d, and
had not stopped there himself to pray. He
decided that he had to go back so that he
could pray at the same place as his ancestors.
At that point, says the Talmud, G-d performed
a miracle and assisted Jacob to get back to the
Temple Mount in a very short time.
SUNSET MIRACLE
Rashi further quotes the Midrash Rabbah
(68:10) that points out an additional anomaly
in these verses. Why did the Torah tell us that
he spent the night there “because the sun had
set”? The natural sequence would have been
“and the sun set and he spent the night there.”
The Midrash explains that G-d performed a
second miracle so that Jacob would stay there
overnight. Although it was not yet time for
sunset, G-d made the sun set early and in this
way caused Jacob to stay there until the next
morning. In this way, Jacob instituted a new
prayer for night. G-d further orchestrated that
Jacob went to sleep in this holy place, and had
his dream of the ladder that reached from
earth right into the Heavens.
Why not stop Jacob? G-d performed
several miracles in order to ensure that Jacob
would stay on the Temple Mount overnight.
So why did G-d not stop Jacob from passing
by the Temple Mount originally when Jacob
was en route from Beer Sheba to Haran?
PERSON MUST INITIATE
The Talmud answers that if Jacob did not
think himself of stopping to pray at the site
where his father and grandfather had prayed,
G-d would not interfere and stop him from
continuing his travels. But when Jacob arrived
at Haran and realized that he had passed this
significant place without stopping to pray,

there and then he decided to return. At this
point G-d performed miracles to assist and
smooth the way for Jacob. This teaches us that
in order to merit Divine assistance, a person
must initiate and decide what he wants to do.
This is what the Talmud (Makkos 10b)
teaches: “On the path that a person wants to
go he will be helped from above to get there.”
As human beings, we do not have the power
to accomplish anything on our own, but we do
have the ability to want to accomplish.
SATISFY THE WISH OF EVERY LIVING BEING
With this we can understand an obscure
verse in Ashrei. It says: “You open Your hand
and satisfy the wish of every living being.”
We would expect this verse to describe that
G-d satisfies the “needs” of every being.
However, we learn from the above that G-d is
not necessarily going to look after a person’s
needs unless the person himself realizes the
need and desires it.
INITIATE BELOW BEFORE IMPLEMENT ABOVE
The Zohar elaborates on this concept and
teaches that G-d did not instruct Abraham to
leave his parental home and birthplace until
Abraham himself realized the need to leave.
The Zohar explains that G-d created the world
in such a way that nothing is implemented
above until it has been initiated below.
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
We can now understand the sequence of
the verses we started off with. Only after
Jacob had realized that Laban and his family
changed their attitude towards him, and he
himself felt the need to leave and go back
home, did G-d reveal Himself to Jacob and
instruct him to go.
NEEDLE AND WAGONS
We often encounter situations in life when
we realize that we ought to get involved and
do something. This occurs both in our personal lives and as members of the larger community. We wish that someone would take
action so that we could also help. The Torah
teaches us here that this is not sufficient. The
right approach is to have a true desire to do
what is necessary, and only then will we merit
Divine assistance. This may be the meaning
of what our sages tells us that G-d says:
“Open for Me an opening the size of a needle,
and I will open for you an opening through
which wagons can drive.” A true desire to do
what is right is like a minute prick with a
needle. But when G-d sees our desire to do
what is right, He will bestow upon us an
abundance of His Divine blessings and assistance to accomplish what we would like to do.
This article is provided as part of Shema Yisrael Torah Network.
Permission is granted to redistribute electronically or on paper,
provided that this notice is included intact.
Graphic courtesy of Chinuch.org.

Daven with us at 6201 Park Heights Avenue
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Rottman Vort

Focus on Chesed
Chesed One Performs with Speech
The teaching of Torah to others is a chesed.
When someone is angry at another person, if you intercede and still the

There will be a vort to celebrate the
engagement of Tehila Rottman, daughter of
Jerry and Elka Rottman, and Mordi Reches,
son of Rabbi Michael and Victoria Reches, on
Sunday, November 10, 4 to 6 pm, at the Etz
Chaim Center, 3702 Fords Lane.
May they be zoche to build a bayis
ne’eman b’Yisrael!

Coming Up

person's anger, this is a chesed.
If one is able to use words to prevent harm from befalling another, this
constitutes chesed.
Convincing someone to do a favor for another person is a chesed.
Offering good advice to a person in the conduct of his affairs is a chesed.
If one finds a friend is depressed by poverty or other troubles, it is a
mitzvah to speak sympathetically to him to allay his anxieties.
Praying that Hashem heal the sick is a chesed.

• November 16: Bar Mitzvah of Yoni
Goldstein. Kiddush sponsored by his
parents, Dov and Tayna Goldstein.
• November 17: 11:30 am. Bug Checking
Seminar.
• November 23: Bar Mitzvah of Avraham
Bluestein. Kiddush sponsored by his
parents, Chaim and Rivka Bluestein.
• November 23: Shalosh Seudos sponsored
by Jerry and Eileen Rosenbaum in honor of
Jerry’s 70th birthday.
• November 23: Saving and Investing talk
with Jay Taffel.
• November 30: Kiddush for Racheli
Goldberger. Sponsored by her parents,
Keely and Jillian Goldberger.
• December 1: Chanukah carnival.

Yahrzeits
Giving tzedakah in the name of the
departed has the power to elevate their soul.
When you give charity on behalf of your
loved one, consider giving to Tiferes Yisroel.
And may the soul of your loved one be bound
in the bond of life, together with the souls of
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov; Sarah,
Rivka, Rachel and Leah; and together with the
other righteous men and women in Gan Eden.

PUSHKA CAMPAIGN
Sign up by emailing shlomhuva@aol.com.
The pushka challenge is to put whatever amount
of money one is able into a pushka every day or
as often as possible. The recommended amount
is only 36 cents a day.
When your pushka is full, please empty it into
a ziplock bag marked with your name, and drop
it into our locked mailbox at 3310 W. Strathmore
Avenue. If it is difficult for you to drop it off,
please contact Shlomo and Ahuva Goldberger at
410-358-4456 to arrange a pickup. If you need a
shul pushka, you may take one from the shul
window sill, and they will be replenished as
needed.
Latest contributors:
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Goldberger

Running total: $564.50

Participants:
Rabbi and Rebbetzin
Goldberger
Shlomo and Ahuva
Goldberger
Howard and Dvora Sora
Reznick
Moshe and Shelly Cohen
Jerry and Eileen
Rosenbaum
Jonathan and Talia Raun
Ari and Caryn Blum
Ken and Chana Birnbaum
Bob and Karen Rosenfelt
Lenny and Glenna Ross
Keely and Jillian
Goldberger
Fred and Rena Levi
Elie and Esther Levi
Sima Cooperman
Betzalel and Esther Huff
Lev Avraham and Rachel
Rosenstock
Nisan and Marietta Jaffee
Mo and Shaina Margolese
Barbara Landsman
Rottman family
Yisroel and Yaffa Addess
Tehilla Rottman

Chaim and Rivka Bluestein
Shulamis Heldoorn
Moshe and Joyce Dreyfuss
Hillorie Morrison
Ed and Mesa Leventhal
Tzvi Kushner
Kenneth Hendon and Aliza
Swain
Avrum Weiss and Joan
Kristall
Ida Goldberger
Gregg Levitan
Tim Ryan
Steven and Shari Rosen
Trofimov
Steven and Kayla Halon
Binny Margolese
Morty and Beth
Tenenbaum
Ann Stiller
Yisrael and Rina Bethea
Saul and Raizy Cohen
Efraim Katz and Judy
Schnidman
Rafi Kristall-Weiss
Dov and Tayna Goldstein
Dov and Karen Pear
Mordechai Beleck
Ze’ev Beleck
Elie and Esther Weiner

Rabbi Chaim Tzvi and
Libby Kakon
Mordecai Zev and Aviva
Margolese
Yaakov and Batsheva
Goldman
Zussman family
Esther Barak
Yosef and Tova
Schuerholz
Dvora Childress

Arthur Paymar, Aharon ben Mordechai a”h, 7
Kislev, father of Eugene Paymar
Mollie Fink, Malka bas Yehoshua a”h, 10
Kislev, great-grandmother of Meira
Blaxberg
Geoff Frisch, Gavriel ben Yitzchak a”h, 10
Kislev, father of Julie Glassman
Sylvia Weinberg, Shana bas Moshe a”h, 12
Kislev, mother of Dr. Ed Leventhal

Yahrzeit Contribution
• Felicia Graber, in memory of her mother,
Sofia Bialecki, Tsia bas Simcha a”h

Refuah Shalaimah to
Karen Rosenfelt, Chaya bas Sheindel
Karen Eisenberg, Keren bas Levana Yuta
Raizy Cohen, Raiselle bas Sarah
Shaya Cohen, Yeshaya Lev ben Shelly
Gabriella
• Hillel Zeitlin, Hillel Mordechai ben Miriam
•
•
•
•

Download our iPhone app
Community

• November 9: Women’s shiur in memory of

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

Chaya Malka Barkai and Esther Nechama
Margolese. Sefer HaChinnuch, led by Dr. Dovid
Clay. Home of Joyce Dreyfuss, 3820 Menlo
Drive, each Shabbos at 3:30 pm. All women and
high school girls are invited.
November 9: Rabbi Katz lecture, Progress
without Peace, Ner Tamid, 8 pm.
November 13: Ohr Chadash Academy Open
House for parents of children entering grades K-8
in 2014-2015. 7:30 pm, Park Heights JCC
Community Room. For more info call 410-5005984 or email office@OhrChadashBaltimore.org.
November 14: National Pickle Day.
November 17: Women’s Concert with Ayelet
HaShachar. Admission $15, students $8. For
sponsorship opportunities, call Basia Adler 410358-9492. 8 pm, 3209 Fallstaff Road (building in
rear).
November 24: Gila Manolson speaking to
mothers of high school girls on “Raising a
Teenage Girl in Today’s World.” 8 pm, BJSZ.
Suggested donation $10, for women only. Lecture
is a project of Bishvili and AJOP.
December 4: CHANA presents the Second
Annual Speaker Series — Journeys of
Professional Jewish Women with Dr. Rebbetzin
Miriam Marwick, Rebbetzin of Shomrei Emunah.
7-9, Weinberg Park Heights JCC, $36 per
session. Light refreshments, dietary laws
observed. To register, visit chanabaltimore.org/
speakerseries2013. For more information, please
contact Ellen Fox at efox@associated.org or 410234-0030.
December 14: Girls’ Night Out, performances
for women by women, vocal and instrumental.
Sign up at 7:30 pm. 8-10 pm, Park Heights JCC.


Joblink. Joblink provides job seekers, recruiters
and employers with valuable information regarding
employment opportunities and career information.
If you are looking for a job or know of one at
your office, please contact our shul liaison, Yehudis
Gruber, gruber.jennifer.e@gmail.com, or Elly
Lasson, executive director, at Joblink, 410-6028700, elasson@joblinkemployment.com.

Mitzvah Cards. For $18, you get four cards that
you can mail out yourself. For $10, we will send the
card out for you, and your donation will be
announced in the Lev Echad.
Contact Glenna Ross at 410-358-1687 or e-mail
glenna@tiferesyisroel.org.

Ride G’mach. Call the Ride G’mach at 410358-RIDE (7433). We need ride offers when
anyone drives interstate, any direction. Not door-todoor, just city-to-city. Often, Chesed of Boro Park
calls, needing a ride to/from New York for people
with medical appointments in Baltimore hospitals.

No Peanuts! The shul is peanut-free. In consideration of our members with peanut allergies, please
refrain from bringing peanut products into the shul.

Sponsorships. To arrange your sponsorship,
email levechad@tiferesyisroel.org or go to
www.tiferesyisroel.org and click donate. Please
send your donation to Congregation Tiferes Yisroel,
6201 Park Heights Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21215.

Parshas Vayetze
To sponsor Shemen Lamaor for a month or the
Lev Echad, Camp Shabbos or Father/Son Learning
for a week, the donation is $36.
For the following, please contact Nisan Blaxberg
at 410-358-3943 or inn8doc@aol.com.
Siddur $50
Chumash $75
Yahrzeit Plaque $300
Other seforim may be dedicated as well.

Shul Rentals. To reserve the use of the shul’s
simcha hall or Nancy Taffel Annex, please contact
Eileen Rosenbaum at 410-764-8443 or eileen@
tiferesyisroel.org.
There is no fee to reserve the date. For
availability, go to www.tiferesyisroel.org, and click
on the “Calendar” button on the left. This online
calendar is kept up-to-date continuously.
TY Shiurim Schedule
Sunday:
• 9:30-10:15 am: Men’s Gemara Megilla shiur
given by the Rabbi. Rashi, selected Tosfos and
Maharsha following Shacharis.
• 10-10:45 am: Women’s Tehillim gathering for
cholim (Nancy Taffel Annex).
Monday:
• 6:45-7:45 pm: Rambam Hilchos Ishus. Given by
Jay Taffel. Upstairs Beis Midrash. On hiatus.
Tuesday:
• One hour before mincha: Gemara Chulin. The
8th perek dealing with the meat and bones and
blood of kashrus, given by Jay Taffel. Upstairs
Beis Midrash.
Daily (Monday-Friday):
• 6-6:25 am: Chabura learning Rashi on the
weekly parsha given by Nisan Blaxberg. All men
and (older) boys are invited to attend.
• Every morning following davening — a chabura
for strengthening Hebrew reading with Nesivos
Shalom. With fresh hot coffee!
• Monday through Thursday between mincha and
maariv: Rabbi Goldberger teaching Tur Bais
Yosef on Hilchos Chanukah.
• Sunday through Thursday evening after mincha/
maariv for 15 minutes — Rabbi Goldberger shiur
for men. Sfas Emes on the parsha.
• 8-9 pm: Nightly men’s bais medrash. Sunday
through Thursday.
Shabbos:
• 8-8:30 am: Mishnayos Chabura. Nezikin.
OFFICERS
 President Ari Blum 410-358-5478
blum@tiferesyisroel.org
 VP Mo Margolese mo@tiferesyisroel.org
 VP Membership Lev Avraham Rosenstock 443255-4343 louis@tiferesyisroel.org,
lrosenstockphoto@ yahoo.com
 Secretary Ari Blum 410-358-5478
blum@tiferesyisroel.org
 Treasurer Yaakov Gur 410-358-2005
yaakovgur@tiferesyisroel.org
CONTACT INFORMATION
 Ahavas Yisrael Chabura Project Meira Blaxberg
410-358-3943 meirablaxberg@gmail.com
 Bais Medrash Rabbi Elie Levi 410-318-8932
 Calendar Eileen Rosenbaum 410-764-8443
eileen@tiferesyisroel.org
 Camp Shabbos Adriana Steinberg 202-641-6677
abpeljovich@yahoo.com
 Candyman Ari Blum

 Chesed Committee Chana Birnbaum (shiva) 410358-7736; Ester Gur (births) 410-358-2005; Raizy
Cohen (cholim) 410-764-8852
 Davening Schedule Jay Taffel 410-358-9029
 Father/Son Learning Dov Pear 410-358-9825
 Gabbai Rishon Jay Taffel 410-358-9029
 Gabbai Sheni Hillel Zeitlin 410-358-7316
 Gabbai Tzedakah Nathan Franco 240-472-2815
 Girls’ Learning Group Nechama Goldman
 Hospitality Gail Feinstein 410-456-4306
 Kitchen Coordinator Batsheva Goldman
 Lev Echad Suzanne Kayne 410-764-1971, Option
4 (please use email) levechad@tiferesyisroel.org
 Mitzvah Cards Glenna Ross 410-358-1687
 Mommy and Me Coordinator Yehudis Gruber
302-598-2336 jgruber18@gmail.com
 Seforim
Purchase Nisan Blaxberg 410-358-3943
Repair Mark Hart
 Shalosh Seudos Coordinator
Hinda Blum 410-764-2279
 Simcha Hall Reserve Eileen Rosenbaum 410-7648443 eileen@tiferesyisroel.org
 Sisterhood Batsheva Goldman 410-358-3768
jenbgold@gmail. com; Elka Rottman 410-3585427 elkarottman@gmail.com; Devorah Taffel
410-358-9029 jtaffel@yahoo.com
 Supplies Ordering Shulamis Heldoorn 410-6641212 pheldoorn@verizon.net
 Tzeischem L’Shalom Coordinator Mordechai Beleck 443-570-3850 mordechaibeleck@yahoo.com
 Webmaster Tzadik Vanderhoof 410-764-2258
tzadik@tiferesyisroel.org
 Yahrzeit Plaques Nisan Blaxberg 410-358-3943
 Yahrzeit Records Alisa Mandel 410-963-2977
apmandel@yahoo.com
 Shul Business admin@tiferesyisroel.org

Lev Echad Deadline:

Wednesday, 6:13 pm
levechad@tiferesyisroel.org

Good Shabbos!


Rabbi Goldberger’s Shul
Congregation Tiferes Yisroel
6201 Park Heights Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
410-764-1971
tiferesyisroel.org



