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If you have visited Rabbi Goldberger’s shul in the past ten years, you have met Lev Avraham Rosenstock. 

This can be stated with certainty, because Lev Avraham was shul Vice President for Membership for 

almost ten years, and he made it a point to ensure that every visitor to our spiritual home was made to 

feel welcome. With his boyish grin, eager and accommodating disposition, and an emotional intelligence 

that guides him in addressing others with just the right combination of forthrightness and deference, 

Lev Avraham has played an indispensable role in helping visitors feel the warmth and acceptance that is 

a key part of the Tiferes Yisroel experience. With Lev Avraham continuing in his role as Membership 

Chairman, and with his wife and best friend, Rachel, by his side, they have contributed mightily in 

helping our shul build its sterling reputation for unparalleled kindness and kinship. 

Lev Avraham, also known as Louis, was born in Baltimore during the blizzard of 1966, but this had no 

impact on his sunny personality. A happy, sports-minded child, Lev Avraham developed an artist’s eye at 

an early age, and attended MICA where he received his degree in photography.  

Lev Avraham lived and worked as a freelance photographer in Baltimore City until, one day, and 

seemingly out of the blue, he received a call from the Baltimore Jewish Times, asking if he would like to 

do freelance, to which he responded with a resounding yes. This led to a great deal of regular work with 

the JT, where, at times, he would mingle with numerous rabbis and Jewish communal figures. He ended 

up working on an article alongside Shani Dinovitz, who invited him to the home of her parents, Rabbi 

and Mrs. Yakov Dinovitz, for a Shabbos meal, and, from there, Lev Avraham’s interest in Judaism began 

to grow.  

A second serendipitous event took place when Lev Avraham’s close friend, Yosef Colabella suggested 

that Lev Avraham attend classes at Etz Chaim. He agreed, and, when asked by Rabbi Alexander Seinfeld, 

“Do you have a soul?” was shocked to hear the Rabbi answer his own question in the negative, stating 

instead that “You ARE a soul; you HAVE a body.” This revelation led Lev Avraham into a deep state of 

introspection; and upon finishing the eight-week series of classes with Rabbi Seinfeld, Lev Avraham went 

on to form deep connections with other frum families, ultimately finding himself, again at Yosef 

Colabella’s urging, attending services at Rabbi Goldberger’s shul. That meeting turned into a lengthy and 

rewarding relationship between Lev Avraham and the shul that continues to this day. 

Rachel, Lev Avraham’s biggest fan and supporter, is Cleveland-born but considers Baltimore her lifelong 

home, having been raised here from an early age. Community-minded from childhood, Rachel 

volunteered with the Red Cross and Health Care for the Homeless, giving of her time, energy and caring 

to all in need.  

Rachel attended Catonsville Community College and went on to acquire her nursing degree from the 

University of Maryland. She moved to New York City to do her nursing residency at NYU Medical Center, 

and it was there that she found herself, one late summer day, seeking to reconnect with her traditional 

Jewish roots by finding a reasonably priced ticket for High Holiday services. Her initial efforts were met 



with disappointment, when she discovered that many Upper East Side shuls expected non-congregants 

to pay $1,000 or more per seat, but Rachel persisted and was delighted to learn from a close friend that 

she could attend a Rosh Hashana Aish HaTorah event for the mere price of $50! She immediately bought 

a ticket, smiling to herself at the bargain she had procured. 

As with Lev Avraham's experience with Rabbi Seinfeld, the Aish HaTorah speaker peppered the High 

Holiday question-and-answer session with provocative, searching inquiries into whether man had a soul. 

Rachel was intrigued and decided to join the learning partners program offered by Aish, as well as to 

attend classes with the inimitable Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis. Rachel’s learning process continued to 

evolve until she found herself storing her personal items at her parent’s home, and heading to Neve 

Yerushalayim Women’s Seminary for six months of Torah immersion. 

When Rachel returned as a religious woman to Baltimore, she was introduced to Lev Avraham by Tanya 

Spern, who knew both, and thought they would really hit it off. Tanya’s intuition was on the mark, and 

an initial meeting in early 2006 turned into a September engagement, a vort in the Dinovitzes’ sukkah, 

and a Chanukah wedding on a beautiful fall day outside Frank and Danielle Sarah Storch’s pool house. 

Lev Avraham and Rachel took up residence in the Cross Country Apartments on Clarks Lane, where 

several of the Goldberger children also lived during that same time period. The Rosenstocks saved up 

their pennies, and were thrilled when they were able, two years ago, to move into a beautiful home on 

Taney Road. 

Judaism and dedication to Jewish ideals and practices permeate the life of this wonderful couple. Even 

while they are fully engaged in raising Eliyahu, 16, Meira, 15, Akiva Simcha, 8, and Yehudah Shalom, 3, 

they make ample time to invest energy in both the shul’s and the community’s needs. Lev Avraham has 

been the long-time editor of the Lev Echad bulletin, for which he writes a dvar Torah every week.  He 

also tends to many of the “little” mitzvos that are required to keep the shul running smoothly, such as 

keeping candles well stocked and lit, and emptying and tallying the proceeds from tzedaka pushkas. 

Rachel gives of her time and talent by working for the Red Cross. She is a huge supporter of her 

husband’s efforts and cares deeply about the shul’s vibrant character, adding her own talents to the mix 

whenever possible. 

The Rosenstocks give exceptional credit to the Rabbi and Rebbetzin for being the kind of role models 

that have enabled them to appreciate that every child can be both different and happy. Lev Avraham 

and Rachel have always been awed by the uniqueness of each Goldberger child, and have taken up the 

torch and dedicated themselves to bringing out the exclusive and special nature of each of their own 

offspring. 

Lev Avraham and Rachel do not own smart phones, do not have a television set, and do not allow 

recreational computer use in their home. Rachel is firmly convinced that the intimacy and strength of 

her marriage to Lev Avraham, as well as the solid bond they have with each of their children, is a direct 

result of these technological limitations. In a world gone mad, and with addiction to the internet at an 

all-time high, the Rosenstocks proudly wear the banner of electronic simplicity, and every day are 

reaping the genuine, person-to-person benefits of this way of life. 



Tiferes Yisroel is proud to have Lev Avraham and Rachel Rosenstock as longtime, dedicated and 

resolutely involved members of our shul. This awesome couple and their beautiful children add color, 

texture and depth to our amazing congregation, and it is why we endearingly label them a “picture-

perfect” TY family, and bestow upon them the honor accorded on this memorable day. 


