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The Atzeres Festival
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is the day of rains, like the day on which the Torah was
. (Ta’anis 7a)

he eighth day, there shall be to you a convocation. (Bamidbar

5)
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ring four periods (of the year) is the world judged: on Pesach

e world is judged) for (the allotment of) produce; on Shavuos,

r fruits of the tree; on Rosh Hashanah, all the world’s inhabitants

55 before Him (in judgment)... and on the (Sukkos) festival, there

judgment for water. (Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:2)
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In the day of His wedding” (Shir Hashirim 3:11): this refers to the
Ving of the Torah. (Ta‘anis 26b).
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ahavah (love) that was initinted by Pesach, The empliasis, they g, -
hatzlachah, which intimates the purveyance ol good

What emerges, then, is that each ol the lestivals of 4y By
pm'rcspmnls {o the Hjor HHIN'(‘IH ol our avodal, And 5o, o “"“"lllm
Atzeres we declare, 8y mywin m MR, Inso dolng, we are aftoetively
asking Hashem to allow us to gather and vetadn on s (00 1ig ity
all of the hashpaos — supplied throughout the previous Bty days
that are connected with the endeavor of sur meira (lurn from ovil),
And on Shavuos, our principal prayer sy nrbyn o e, (o now (e
emphasis is on the facet of aseh tov (do good), Thus, we aske Hawlio,
for assistance in collecting the positive-centered hashpaon of 1

Pesach/Omer period,

Powering the Year

Ihere is yet another noteworthy aspect of these two Afseres
festivals. Note their placement in the Jewish calendar, as thel;
occurrence over the course of the year is roughly equidistant,

This is no accident, Based on the above, the Neslvos Shaolom
demonstrates that the establishment of {hese lestivals is o matler
of strategic placement, Not only are the Afzeres tnsteamental for
collecting the hashpaos of the previous period, but they also help
illuminate our experience in the time ahead.

The Beis Avraham finds an allusion to this effect in a passuk
referring to the Omer period: DU NN 02% By — And you shall
count for yourselves from the morrow of the festival's commencement..
(Vayikra 23:15). While this verse, in its lteral sense, refers to the
mitzvah of counting the Omer, the Beis Aveaham understands it also
as reflecting the aforementioned theme, Relerring to the consecrated
tim OfShabeHmdYom'[‘()V.l‘lw'l'uruhhuruuxlmrluIlmllhumjlh‘””
to the "mormw." The term AP0 can be understood as
g to a similar word, composed of the same letters but carrylng
Ung: 180 (sapir) or sapphire, o sparkling jewel. Thus,

WIS that the "illumination” of {he holy times should
1 the days tollowing the event.




: 1}\& then, is the powertu) effect that can b
e important and “strategic ally placed” 4y
o Haghem not only to enable ug to collect
n the Afzeres, but to enable the o

nue even for

bo pacharas, the aftermath of the festival. In this wa the has/

'W meira, received on Shemin; Atzeres, can Lai’rv for?I: I{J)ij
sach, and the hashpaos of asep fov, supplied duriﬁg lhé Omer
onths, could be retained on S, AVuos and continue to yield their

ence until the arrival of the y Yamim Nora'im., Through the two
oy festivals, then, we are afforded especial Divine

, assistance and
nspiration, which will accompany us throughout the entire year.

€ achieved through
2eres festivals, We pray
and retain the hashpaos
tHumination to ¢

‘/% In Summaryﬂ \3>

.~ There are two Yamim Tovim — Shemini Atzeres and Shavuos
that bear the same title: Atzeres. While they may seem, at first
lance, to be disparate entities, in truth there is much that they have
mcommon As the Nesivos Sholom explains, it is principally this
ity of Atzeres that binds them together,

of particular note is the fact that both festivals occur at the
Wmination of a preceding period of avodah — each consisting of
}' days, to be exact. With Elul, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and
08, a Yid is involved in an extended period of intense avodah,
ete with numerous mitzvos. From Rosh Chodesh Elul until the
‘ of Sukkos is a total of fifty days, with Shemini Atzeres being the
fty-first, Similarly, Shavuos is preceded by a fifty-day period. As we
ow, Sefirah itself is counted for only forty-nine days (beginning on
' second day of Pesach). Nevertheless, as the sefarim tell us, the
1y of Pesach is also considered a part of this special period; on

f Divine
appears — in a special (and temporary) showering o

& o thlt will be available over the
vmll we find a fifty-day
'  the Ms
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