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TZEDAKAH RECIPIENTS FOR 2016-2017 

 

CONGREGATION EMANU-El “RAISE THE ROOF” CAMPAIGN 

The tzedakah monies brought in by our students during September, October and November were donated 

to our temple’s “Raise the Roof” Campaign. The students love their temple and wanted to help with this 

important project. They received a warm letter of appreciation from the Board of Trustees. 

 

FOOD BANK OF WESTCHESTER 

The monies collected during December, January and February were given to the Food Bank of Westchester 

because of all that they do to feed hungry and homeless people in our county. Our students know that as 

Jews and as caring people it is our obligation to “leave the corners of our fields” for those who need food.  

They want to take part in helping those in need. 

 

BARBARA STRZELECKA 

Each year our students contribute their last three month’s tzedakah to a Righteous Gentile, someone who 

rescued Jews during the Holocaust. Our Fifth Grade class also raises money to contribute through a raffle 

at our Purim carnival. Through the Jewish Foundation for the Righteous we have been matched with     

Barbara Strzelecka. 

Ms. Strzelecka is 80 years old and living in Warsaw, Poland. During the Holocaust she and her children hid 

Henia Rosen, a twelve year old Jewish girl. In 1943 just before the liquidation of the Warsaw ghetto. Anna 

and her children took Henia into their home, knowing that if they were caught they would be killed. They 

hid her for two years and treated her as if she was their younger sister. She was given a new last name, 

attended church and school. Henia and her family survived the Holocaust and moved to Israel in 1948.  

Years later Henia reconnected with the Strzelecka family and they were recognized by Yad Vashem.   

 



GRADE ONE 
Fern Tannenbaum 

 
This year the first grade learned a great deal about our Jewish heritage, the Temple, Jewish holidays and 

values. The school-wide study of our Shabbat service prayers called “The Siddur Project” gave us much to 

discuss as a class about what each prayer means and how it relates to each of us. For example, when      

discussing the prayer “Oseh Shalom” we talked about making peace when we make up after a fight with a 

friend, brother or sister and why it is important to pray for peace.  Beyond our study of prayers we learned 

a lot about our Temple and enjoyed our special family Torah and Temple Experience. The Torah stories 

that we learned before and after that activity also helped us understand our role in doing mitzvot to make 

this world a better place. In learning about the story of the Tower of Babel, we realized it is more            

important to care for those around us than to build a great tower. We also discovered different types of 

Mitzvot that we can do, including honoring parents and visiting the sick. Our mitzvah candy box was filled 

with chocolate kisses. Each piece of candy represented something each of us did to help others. The first 

grade not only enjoyed the candy but we also appreciated all the mitzvot that we had done to make the 

lives of others better. 

 

Our study of the holidays helped us to learn about Jewish culture and history. We gained knowledge about 

the traditions and their meaning for each holiday from apples and honey for Rosh Hashanah, to lighting 

the Hanukkiah for Hanukkah, and so much more. For our study and celebration of Yom Ha-atzmaut,        

Israel’s 69th Independence Day, we discovered the importance of Israel to the Jewish people and all the 

unique and wonderful sights, culture and geography of this tiny country. We worked in “My Israel” books 

and created interesting “Israeli Coins.” In fact, we produced beautiful artwork for many of the subjects we 

studied, some of which you will see included here. 

 

I would like to thank four very important members of our class, our Madrichim, Lily Baranowski, Connor 

Griff, Mollie Potkin and Lara Schechter. Their help made every lesson flow seamlessly and also added extra 

fun to each class session. The children have been very enthusiastic students and this has been a most   

productive year of Jewish learning. 

 

We have learned much this year about Jewish values, our Temple, doing mitzvot and the Jewish holidays, 

but most importantly, we have had a lot of fun doing it together. 

 

 



FIRST GRADERS SUGGESTED AN 11TH COMMANDMENT 

(AFTER LEARNING ABOUT THE 10 COMMANDMENTS FOR SHAVUOT) 



GRADE TWO 
Gabrielle Leigh 

 
The second grade had a great school year! We started off by learning about the High Holidays and the  
other fall holidays of  Sukkot and Simchat Torah. We did an in depth study of the Creation story and       
Noah's Ark. The students had fun learning about these stories and drawing pictures that would later be 
used for our big Torah project. We also got to make a special creation bulletin board for which each       
student drew one day of the creation story and we had a beautiful display of all the days hanging up!        
In December the class loved learning about Chanukah.  

  

When we came back in January we continued our study of the Torah. We learned about all of the different 
items that keep our Torah safe and beautiful and all about the sanctuary and the ark where we keep the 
Torah. We had an art project each week to make our own Torah (which included our pictures of Creation 
and Noah's Ark) and also included many decorations such as the Torah cover and breast plate. We        
concluded our unit on the Torah with a Sunday morning family learning experience. 

  

We learned about Passover and made our own Haggadahs for an in school Passover Seder. We ended the 
school year with becoming experts on Israel, just in time for the country's birthday! Thank you to the     
second grade Madrichim, Marisa Alkalay, Rachel Griff and Jillian Kaplan who helped the students grow and 
the classroom run smoothly. We had a wonderful school year. It was fun working with this second grade 
class and getting to know all of the students.   

  

 



FIRST AND SECOND GRADERS  

ORIGINAL DESIGNS FOR ISRAELI COINS 



FIRST AND SECOND GRADERS CREATED  

THEIR OWN PASSOVER HAGGADAH 



SECOND GRADE DAYS OF CREATION 

SECOND GRADE ‘MOST BEAUTIFUL QUEEN ESTHER’ CONTEST WINNER 



SECOND GRADE MITZVOT TO HELP OTHERS 



FIRST AND SECOND GRADES  

“WAKE UP" FAMILY EDUCATION MORNING 

 



FIRST AND SECOND GRADERS SHARE THEIR  

SYNAGOGUE LEARNING WITH THEIR PARENTS 



GRADE THREE 
Alanna Kardon-Alkalay and Sharon Baranowski 

 

At the beginning of each Sunday school morning, our Third Graders arrive and begin excitedly reading and 
discussing the weekly prayer in our class siddur. It is read aloud, an enjoyable routine. As we take attendance 
each week, the children are excited to answer, “Shalom, Ani Po,” which means, “Hello, I am here.” They are 
conscientious about learning Hebrew letters every week. Learning about the Hebrew letters is quite                
a challenging task, and the students welcome it! They have fun recreating the letters with licorice, pretzel 
sticks or a small stash of M and M’s and have learned almost the entire Alefbet.  

 

Shabbat is an important part of our Jewish heritage and the children have been very curious to learn about it.  
We continue to celebrate Shabbat every Sunday by saying the blessings over the challah and enjoying a piece 
together 

 

Our Bible curriculum this year included: Abraham and Sarah who demonstrated the value of welcoming the 
stranger, Isaac and Rebecca, who showed compassion and respect, Jacob and Esau who lacked respect and 
suffered the consequences, and Joseph who forgave his brothers. Of course we talked about Moses and   
Miriam. 

 

Our third graders also learned about all of our Jewish holidays. We participated in Sukkah mania, lit candles 
on Hanukkah, and missed out on a delicious Tu B’Shevat ice cream Seder because we had a snow day! For 
Purim, we studied Esther and her bravery, along with the bravery of a righteous gentile who saved Jews    
during the Holocaust. During Passover, we learned about the ten plagues and cooperatively created a huge 
mural which depicts all the plagues. We proudly hung it in our classroom for everyone to see!  

 

Many of our students enjoyed taking part in Mitzvah Day in early May.  Each student shared which mitzvah 
he or she performed, and did so with pride. 

 

For Holocaust Remembrance Day, we read a book, The Number on My Grandfather’s Arm, by David A. Adler.  
Remembering sad times is important. We had fun learning about Lag B’Omer and Shavuot! 

 

Our third graders were an enthusiastic class who created a wonderful community. They treated each other 
with respect and made new friends.   

 

We want to thank our Madrichim: Rose Baranowski, Ari Daniels, and David Griff who worked so well with our 
students and contributed to making this a special year. 

 

Have a great summer! 

             



THIRD GRADERS HEBREW LETTERS 





GRADE FOUR 
Jackie Drogin and Shanna Sudderth 

 
This year the 4th grade tried a new approach, Project Based Learning, a teaching method in which students 
work for extended periods on one topic. After we introduce it, they pose questions and chose how they 
would like to engage with it. They worked individually and in groups, learning and responding to engaging 
and complex questions, problems or challenges. 

 

Our first project was the Jewish calendar. Students worked independently on their own Hebrew/ Secular   
calendars. We began with asking the students about the importance of calendars and discussed the        
difference between a secular and religious calendar. For each date the students wrote both the American 
and Hebrew dates along with the Hebrew and American holidays. We then asked students to personalize 
their calendars by adding their birthdays and other special days to them. The students learned about Rosh 
Chodesh, the first Hebrew day of every month. They also wrote down every Shabbat and month in Hebrew. 
Finally the students designed their own covers for each month to show what is important to them. The      
calendars have laminated covers and were bound for students to return to for the rest of the year. 

  

Another project the students worked on was helping Marcie re-do the Maccabee games after she “lost” all of 
her materials on them. The students broke up into small groups and each came up with a theme for the 
games and different activities. In the end we decided as a whole class on Jewish Celebrities as the theme.  
The activities they came up with were a selfie (costume), a social media page, a skit, and other fun things for 
the students of Emanuel to partake in. 

  

We also discussed the high holy days, the Ten Commandments, Hanukkah, and Tzedakah. 

  

During the second part of the year the students worked on their spring project. The students were allowed to 
decide how they wanted to learn about the prophets, kings, and judges. At first they were deciding between 
creating a book and a rap battle but once the teachers introduced the concept of object Puppet Theater, the 
students were hooked. Object Puppet Theater is when you take regular, everyday items and use them as 
characters in a play. The students were broken up into groups and each group was assigned a different judge, 
prophet or king. The students read their material, picked a “theme” for their objects and created a character 
list of needed materials for the teachers to get. After a couple of classes when the students practiced their 
plays, the entire Hebrew school came in to watch their performances. The following class, the parents came 
in to watch the performances. 

  

Our students enthusiastically engaged with each topic and connected to it in a personal way. They worked 
well individually and in groups.  We enjoyed watching them take ownership of their Jewish learning            
experiences. 

  

We want to thank our wonderful Madrichim who were role models and contributed so much to the success 
of this new model: Matthew Cooper, Ella Sternberg, Ben Groothius and Maddie Gaynor. 



FOURTH GRADERS SHARE  

THEIR HOLIDAY TRADITIONS 





THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE FAMILY VIRTUAL TRIP TO ISRAEL 



FOURTH GRADE HEBREW STUDENTS  

LEARN THEIR LETTERS WITH SHMULIK 



FOURTH GRADERS SHARE SHABBAT AND THEIR  

HEBREW READING SKILLS WITH THEIR PARENTS 



GRADE FIVE 
Debbi Briks 

 

The fifth grade had a productive and fulfilling year. The theme of the whole year was heroes. We began 
by identifying characteristics of heroes. We studied the ancient Jewish Heroes including Abraham, Sarah 
and Queen Esther from the holiday of Purim. Through the creation and performance of skits, children   
became familiar with and taught others about the judges Gideon, Samson and Deborah. The fifth graders 
then learned about kingship, both divine and the human Israeli Kings. They learned the value of friendship 
by learning about the bond between King David and King Saul’s son, Jonathan. 

 

The children then learned about the book of prophets, who were trying to teach the Jews to live            
altruistically, specifically Micah, Amos, Jeremiah and Isaiah. They completed this unit by inviting their   
parents to help them elect a Prophet President. Congratulations to Amos! 

 

They also learned the importance of giving tzedakah and giving back when they visited the holocaust   
memorial gardens and cleaned the space for others to enjoy. The fifth graders learned about the Jewish 
holidays throughout the course of year. They completed the year by learning about Israel and how Israel 
is a light unto the nations and is a hero to the world. I thoroughly enjoyed working with my enthusiastic 
and cooperative fifth graders. I want to thank our Madrichim, Matt Griff, Jimmy Hefter, Brandon    
Groothius and Lexi Shechter for their leadership, engagement with my students and contributions to all 
that happened in our classroom. 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After reviewing the subject matter discussed all year with the fifth grade, they were asked to reflect on 
their own personal hero(es). They were also asked to name some personal characteristics that they have 
internalized that are characteristics of a hero. 
 
Ben - his parents, because they do everything for him.  

His character: kind, nice, and helpful. 
 
Noah - his dad, because he always gave him motivation.  

His character: brave, caring. 

Sam - J.K. Rowling, she is an amazing author and has an amazing imagination. 

His trait: generosity. 

Hudson - his mom and dad, because they made him. 

No trait of his own 

Brooke - her mom - fun, caring, sweet, kind, helpful, understanding, special, smart, heroic.  

Her character: smart, helpful, caring, kind, brave and loyal. 

Arianna - her mom, because she is caring, helps her, sweet, understanding, awesome, amazing, special, 
does so much for her, smart. 

Her Character: smart, kind, helpful 
 
 

 

HEROES THEME 

TIKKUN OLAM 

Fifth Graders do Tikkun Olam – making the world a better place in which to live. 

Julia Kahn—I have given a lot of my clothes and toys to charity.   

Brooke Barnett—I gave a bag of clothes to kids who didn’t have any. I also donated a jacket to the coat 
drive at the temple.   

Julia Roth—I gave money to the Hebrew School.   

Sam Potkin—I gave a stocking full of great things to the military.  

Rachel Coffey—I did cooking at the temple for needy people.   

Josh Gershon—I helped my brother clean up. 

Arianna Nachman—I did cooking at the temple.   

Noah Birnbaum—I did relay for life and I raised $9,000 for cancer.   



FIFTH GRADERS ELECT THEIR PROPHET PRESIDENT 



GRADE SIX 
Heather Klaiber 

 

Over the course of this year, the sixth graders have focused on "Mi Ani," or Who Am I? Students reflected 
on who they are and their connection to the Jewish people through our many lessons. The sixth graders 
studied the history of Jews as being a people of the book, our Torah. They took a closer look at the Torah, 
prayer meaning and how the Torah is made. It was a great privilege for the students to meet a Sofer or   
Torah scribe and watch him work. They also enjoyed studying the prayer meanings with Jade Sank, our 
Rabbinic Intern, as they prepared for the Fifth and Sixth Grade Shabbat. In exploring Jewish life cycle events 
such as the Brit Milah, B'nai Mitzvah and the Jewish wedding, the students made personal connections to 
these events. They enjoyed learning the material from research conducted at school, family interviews and 
entertaining videos. The students especially enjoyed a wonderful experience making their own beaded 
Yads or pointers with our art teacher, Terry Schwarz. 

 

Additionally, the sixth graders examined their Jewish ancestry as they studied the Jewish journey to    
America through Ellis Island. Students learned about personal experiences and struggles with immigrating 
to America from videos, photographs and audio clips. This Jewish Eastern Europe immigrant study tied in 
beautifully with the students' experience meeting children their age from immigrant families at the Don 
Bosco Community Center. The students also enjoyed learning about the Jewish holidays including            
Hanukkah as they studied the Maccabees during Greco/Roman times, Tu B'Shvat with an edible exploration 
of “the seven species,” and Passover as they focused on the topic of slavery and freedom. Lastly, the sixth 
graders took an exciting trip to the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York City. From this trip students 
learned about artifacts which taught them how to make their own Family Heritage Museum Exhibit to 
share with their families. 

 

I would like to thank our very helpful Madrichim: Karen Bender and Shoshi Daniels who facilitated many 
group activities and truly connected with the students. The sixth graders have completed this year with an 
understanding of Mi Ani, who they are and their connection to Judaism. 

 

 

 



SIXTH GRADE FAMILY ARTIFACT MUSEUM EXHIBIT 

Good luck charm / By Kyle Malin 

The name of the owner of this artifact is Eva Tiano. She was born in 

Prague In 1922. This artifact was made in the 1900s. The people who 

created it were Turkish citizens. We got it from Eva, coming to our 

new house when we moved and giving it to us. The significance of 

the artifact is that it is supposed to bring good luck and ward away 

evil. The artifact is made of a blue stone and it has a string holding it 

up. The time period when this was made was when everything was 

handmade and it wasn't very advanced. It still is hanging in our 

kitchen today for good luck. 

Chamsah / By Jesse Heinberg 

The full name of the owner of this artifact is Jacob Heinberg. He was born in Israel. This artifact was made in Israel in the early 

1900’s. I got it from my dad (it’s been passed on in my family). It represents that God is always with us and good luck. The      

artifact is made of gold and has three Hebrew letters on it.  

Hebrew Tea Cups / By Charlie Cooper 

My grandma, Tina Soffer Koty, had to flee Iraq when she was 11 years old. She had to 

flee because the Iraqis were killing the Jews and she had to escape. She fled without her 

family and with other strangers. She couldn't bring many objects but she did bring her 

tea cups. They reminded her of home. Tina was born on November 8, 1937 in Basra. 

Almost every night her family would drink tea out of these cups. The cups were made in 

early 1900’s in Basra. We are not sure who made these cups but we know that her   

family owned them and gave them to her when she left to remember them when she 

left for Israel. These cups are made of some sort of metal. They were made during a 

time where the Iraqis started to kill the Jews. This forced many of them to flee. As you 

can see, My grandma went through really tough times and she had a memory of home 

when she looked at her cups. 

Great Grandfather’s Longines Watch / By Jacob Moore  

I would like to share my Great Grandfather’s watch. It is a Longines watch with a 

leather band that was bought in the 1940's in Florida. My great grandfather wore this 

watch in the war where he served in North Africa and Italy. He served with the Fifth 

Army. This watch was passed down to me when I was born from my great           

grandfather. It has a lot of importance to me since he wore it everyday of his life. My 

great grandfather’s name was William Reed Moore, he was born in Missouri in 

1919.  I was named after him: Jacob Reed Moore. I am very happy that I was able to 

meet him before he passed away at the age of 94. He lived in California. Everyone 

who met him loved him, he was very kind and friendly. We shared our love of the 

49ers! 



Hanukkah Menorah / By Eddie and the Baranowski Family 

This menorah was given to my mother’s parents, Sonja and Len August, shortly after they got 

married in 1965.  It was given to them by my grandfather’s sister, Sandra, who moved to   

Israel in 1960.  This menorah was used at every August Family Hanukkah celebration for many 

years when my mom was growing up. She would excitedly line up the candles each day, ready 

to light them each evening.  The twelve tribes of Israel are depicted on the  menorah that was 

made in Israel.  Since 1999, it is used by my family, the Baranowski family, for every night of 

Hanukkah each year.  As we light the menorah on each night of Hanukkah, my mom tells us 

stories from the Hanukkahs of her childhood.   

Menorah / By Zach Baruch 

My object is a menorah. It was passed down from dad’s grandfather to my dad. It was made in 1967 in Israel. It reminds my dad 

of his grandfather when we light that menorah. The menorah is made out of metal and is 7” long and 5.5” high with Hebrew 

words on it. Finally it has the western wall on it. 

Menorah / By Maddie Wiederkehr 

The owner of my artifact is my family, the Wiederkehr’s. my parents were 

born in Long Island and Westchester. The artifact was made four years ago.  

I do not know who made my artifact. I also do not know where I got it. The 

special thing about this artifact is my family has used it for four years and my 

family has lit the candles as a family every time we have used it. The         

historical significance of my menorah is it will get passed down from        

generation to generation. The menorah is made out of gold metal with    

imprints. This artifact was made when I was 8 years old. 

Rosh Hashanah Plate / By Peter Boehm 

This artifact is a unique decorative Rosh Hashanah plate. The original owner 

of the artifact is Loed Boehm, my grandma. The current owners of the artifact 

are Lisa and Christopher Boehm, my parents. Where this artifact was made is 

unknown. It was made in the 90’s or early 2000’s. Who made it is unknown.  

It was made by a company. It was given as a gift from Loed Boehm to Lisa and 

Christopher Boehm for their anniversary. This artifact is significant because   

it was made almost two decades ago. It is made of pottery-ceramic material. 

This plate is about 5” by 4” with rounded corners and shaped like an apple.   

It is special and unique because it is specifically for Rosh Hashanah. 

Shofar / By Michael and the Griff family 

The owner of the artifact is the Griff family. The artifact was made in the late 1900’s in Israel. My grandparents were on vacation 

in Israel and decided that they are going to buy a Shofar for the high holidays and bring it back to my family. The Shofar is made 

out of a ram’s horn. This artifact means a lot not only to me but to my whole family. This artifact makes us remember the          

significance of the Jewish holidays and how fortunate we are to own such a valuable artifact in our family. Our relatives come 

over for the high holidays and celebrate the important holiday. It brings us together and my uncle blows the shofar each year. It 

has a historical significance because it’s from Israel and that’s home to the Jewish people. The time period was not that long ago. 

The Shofar is in good condition since we keep it safe and take care of the historical artifact. We decided that we are going to be 

passing the artifact from generation to generation. This means a lot to our family and for generations to come we are going to 

take care of the artifact and pass it down from generation to generation. 



Prayer Book / By Darius Cohen 

The name of the artifact is prayer book and it belongs to my dad, Gerald Cohen. The 

diameter of the artifact is 5.5cm x 1.25cm. The artifact is made of metal and paper. The 

place that it was made was Israel. My dad used it in 1977 for his bar Mitzvah.               

The  significance of the artifact is that all of his brothers got it.  

Prayer Shawl / By Sebastian Cohen 

The prayer shawl belongs to my father, Gerald Cohen. It 

was used by him in 1977 at his Bar Mitzvah. It was given 

to him by his grandfather. It was made in Israel and is 

62” by 18”. It is made out of silk and is blue and white. 

This artifact is important because it was given to him by 

his  grandfather who gave the gift to all his brothers so 

he felt he was part of the family tradition. Also it was 

worn by my father on his Bar Mitzvah day. 

Seder Plate / By Ryan Levkoff 

The owner of this artifact is my family, The Levkoff’s. My parents lived in Long Island and Westchester. My artifact was made by 

an Israeli artist. We got it as a gift from my grandparents when they went to Israel. It is very special to my family because we use 

it every year on Passover. It represents our religion. It is made out of ceramic. It is round.  

Candlestick Holders / By Ellie Goldstein 

The owner of the candlestick holders was Ida Seymon. She was born in the early 1900’s in 

New Haven, Connecticut. The candlestick holders were made by a manufacturer. The       

candlestick holders are made of metal. My family got the candlestick holders in 2001. It is 

important to my family because my mom and her grandmother used to use the candlesticks 

every Friday night. There is no historical significance of the candlestick holders, but it is very 

significant to my family.  



‘MI ANI’ STUDENTS WITH THEIR DON BOSCO FRIENDS 



SCHOOL’S OUT CARNIVAL 




