
Religious & Hebrew 
School  

Year in Review  

2019-2020 



Dear Religious School families, 

 

The rabbis of the Talmud teach that in Judaism, the work that we are obligated to participate in is twofold; 

we are obligated to study and to take action. The rabbis debate which work is most important, study or  

action. They conclude that study is the most important work we can do as Jews because study leads to  

action.  

 

Your studies this year have inspired actions great and small. You have collected tzedakah for three  

important local organizations. You have shown up to class with focus and intention. You have been there to 

support friends and family on joyous and sad occasions. You have built friendships, developed relationships 

with teachers and staff. And you have been an essential part of a community that would not be exactly as it 

is without all of your contributions. 

 

Even since March, as we moved our community online, I have been inspired by the ways our religious 

school community has continued to come together to build community and learn together. We have  

celebrated b’nei mitzvah on Zoom, shared in a community Passover Seder, baked challah, participated in 

Mitzvah Shabbat and weekly social action projects. You have made calls, sent cards, delivered supplies, 

shopped for others, sent meals and more!  

 

I am so proud of all that you have accomplished this year. All of your teachers, Rabbi Goldsmith, Cantor 

Stone, our new Director of Education, Naomi Fabes, and Tal, look forward to your continued engagement 

in the work of Jewish learning and living.  

 

For now we say, l’hitraot (see you later) and look forward to welcoming you back in September, whether 

online or in person! 

 

Rabbi Jade Ross 

 



TZEDAKAH RECIPIENTS FOR 2019-2020 
 

“You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it (Pirkei Avot 2:21).” 

Giving tzedakah in Judaism is not just about putting coins in a box. Tzedakah teaches us to work constantly 

towards building a more just, whole world. Last year, a couple of teens in our community asked if they 

could lead a tzedakah project in our religious school in partnership with an organization called World of 

Change. World of Change is an organization that engages youth in understanding the powers they have as 

individual change agents, and their capacities for local and global impact. 

 

In each classroom, our students participated in researching, understanding and selecting three out of six 

local organizations to support with their tzedakah. Our students chose three wonderful local organizations: 

AFYA, Feeding Westchester and Midnight Run. One jar for each of these organizations, was placed at our 

main entrance during Religious School. All of our students had the opportunity to place their spare change 

in these jars, thinking daily about the changes our world needs, choosing an organization or organizations 

that spoke to them that day, and working towards real change. 

 

Our students welcomed visitors from or volunteered with all three of these organizations as well. Not only 

did they research and bring in tzedakah, our students from first grade through seventh grade had the  

opportunity to see who their tzedakah would help, to learn more about the challenges faced by many  

members of our local community, and how much of an impact they could have through the simple act of 

giving their time or spare change. 

 



GRADE ONE & TWO 
Fern Tannenbaum  

This Year the First and Second grade learned a great deal about our Jewish heritage, the Temple, Jewish 

holidays and values. We discovered a lot of information about our Temple and enjoyed our special Torah 

and Temple Experience with you. The Torah stories we learned before that activity also helped us             

understand our role in doing mitzvot to make this world a better place. Our mitzvah candy box was filled 

with chocolate kisses. Each piece of candy represented something each of us did to help others. The First 

and Second grade appreciated all the mitzvot we had done to make the lives of others better. Studying the 

Jewish holidays helped us to learn about Jewish culture and history as we gained knowledge about the    

traditions and their meaning. Below is a list of all we have covered over the year. 

 
 The Fall holiday of Rosh Hashanah where we learned appreciation for new beginnings and made Apple 

and Honey dishes to taste the sweetness of a new year.  
 The fall Holiday of Yom Kippur where we learned the value of forgiveness and made “I’m Sorry”        

puppets. 
 The Fall/Winter holidays of Sukkot and Simchat Torah where we learned the values of our heritage, our 

traditions and the joy of celebrating the holidays with our families and our community. We also enjoyed 
making decorations for the Sukkah. 

 The Winter holiday of Chanukah where we learned about the value of religious freedom and made 
Chanukiahs to remember the miracle of Chanukah.  

 The Winter holiday of Tu B’Shevat, the Birthday of the Trees, where we learned about the value of    
caring for our environment.  

 The Spring holiday of Purim where we learned the value of standing up for what we believe in like     
Esther and Mordechai did and experienced finding joy in this fun Jewish holiday of costume wearing 
and noise making groggers.  

 The first few stories from Genesis, the first book in the Torah, about Creation, Noah and the Tower of 
Babel. We covered the values of observing the seventh day of rest; Shabbat, being made in God’s image 
and consequently, being God’s partner by caring for others. The “Challah Babies” we made remind us of 
our weekly Shabbat holiday. 

 The Temple and the Torah while learning about the people and important religious objects in our    
Temple building and the environment, the decorations and the content of our Torah. 

 The values of giving Tzedakah and doing Mitzvot by contributing money to help those in need and     
telling about the ways we each help people in our family and community. 

 
I would like to thank two very important members of our class, our Madrichim, Charlie Cooper, and Ellie 

Millard.  Their help made every lesson flow seamlessly and it also added extra joy. The children have been 

very enthusiastic students, and this has been a most productive year of Jewish study. We have learned 

much this year about Jewish values, our Temple, doing Mitzvot and the Jewish holidays, but most             

importantly, we have had a lot of fun doing it together. 

Wishing you all a fun filled, healthy, happy and safe summer. 



GRADE ONE & TWO 

 OPENING DAY / ROSH HASHANNAH 

 SIMCHAT TORAH 

SUKKOT 



GRADE ONE & TWO CONT. 

WORLD CREATION MURAL  

LEARNING ABOUT THE TEMPLE & SANCTUARY 

MAKING CHALLAH 



GRADE ONE & TWO CONT. 

TORAH AND TEMPLE EXPERIENCE  

CREATING TORAH COVERS 



GRADE ONE & TWO CONT. 

PURIM 



GRADE THREE 
Alanna Kardon-Alkalay  

Each Sunday morning, I looked forward to teaching and learning along with the Third Graders. These     
students are inquisitive, engaged and always kind to one another. I am disappointed that our year was cut 
short. I miss our time together.  

The Third Grade Curriculum is comprised of units focusing on significant Jewish values. We began the year 

focusing on Teshuvah/forgiveness. The High Holidays offer an opportunity to offer and ask for forgiveness. 

The students completed a small project that asked them to list some of their mistakes and                        

accomplishments of the past year. They also decided what kinds of positive actions they will take in the 

future.  

We are all made in God’s image/B’tzelem Elohim. God wants us to be courageous, compassionate and 

kind. On Sukkot, Jews across the world invite friends and family into their sukkah to celebrate the harvests 

of our ancestors. Each student decorated his/her gourd to take a small piece of this holiday home with 

them. There were some very creative results! God also wants us to care for the earth. We discovered how 

Noah’s wife, Naamah, helped preserve the plants and trees during the Great Flood. While Naamah is a  

collector of seeds, she is also a woman of strong character who is resilient, creative and patient. While the 

students listened to the story, they chose some of Naamah’s admirable characteristics to list on ‘flower 

petals.” Naamah’s actions are very God like, and we can strive to be like her.  

Strength/Gevurah is another unmistakable Jewish value. The Maccabees were only a small militia, but 

their courage and strength and spirit allowed them to prevail over the powerful forces of King Antiochus. 

They were able to take back the Temple from the Greeks and rededicate it to God. The Maccabees serve 

important role models for being strong and standing up for our beliefs. The letters on the dreidel           

represent the phrase “A great miracle happened there.” Students used Wiki Sticks to practice the letters 

and then carefully wrote them on a wooden dreidel.  Our class had enjoyed learning other Hebrew letters 

using pretzels, Playdough, and shoelace licorice. 

My favorite lesson focused on the Jewish value of responsibility/Achrayut. Taking action is a vital part of 

responsibility. We have a responsibility to care for others who do not have enough to live comfortably. An 

administrator from Hope Community in New Rochelle visited our class and explained how Hope           

Community serves as a soup kitchen and food pantry. The students enjoyed this experience and asked 

wonderful questions. They expressed interest in getting directly involved in helping others. Our class also 

created posters and flyers for our Temple food drive. Their efforts were thoughtful and creative.     

Our last unit focused on the Jewish value of gratitude/Hakarat Ha Tov. We experience gratitude on Purim.  

Jews recognize the miracle of our people’s survival in the town of Sushun. We are grateful for the risk    

Esther took to save our people and thankful that Haman’s evil plot to kill the Jews was foiled. The entire 

religious school met to celebrate Purim and participate in a very silly Purim spiel! I am happy that our last 

time together this year was so celebratory. It is a nice memory to hold onto during this difficult time, but I 

still miss my third graders. 

Everyone please stay healthy and enjoy the summer. 

 



GRADE THREE 

OPENING DAY 

LEARNING THE STORY OF CREATION 

CREATING SELF PORTRAITS 



GRADE THREE CONT. 

IN THE CLASSROOM 

WITH WALTER FROM HOPE COMMUNITY SERVICE  WITH JEANNE FOGEL FROM FEEDING WESTCHESTER  



GRADE FOUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
Sharon Baranowski and Gabby Leigh 

The curriculum of Grade Four included the study of the Jewish holidays with an emphasis on Jewish values, 

holidays, and Israel. The core values of community were integrated into the curriculum. We learned about 

many Jewish values and each of these values was broken up into different units.  

Our first unit was on teshuvah, which focuses on taking responsibility for our actions through repentance. 

We discussed how we should focus on these responsibilities not just during the High Holidays, Rosh    

Hashanah and Yom Kippur, but throughout the year. During B’tzelem elohim unit we learned that everyone 

is created in God’s image and it is our responsibility to treat everyone and all of God’s creations with        

respect. Our next unit was gevurah. In this unit we discussed our own inner strengths and doing what is 

right. We related this value to the Chanukah story and how the Maccabees had to use their strengths to  

defeat the Greeks. We moved onto the value achrayut. We examined our responsibilities to previous      

generations and through the holiday Tu Bi’shvat how we can take responsibility and care of God’s creations. 

The last value we studied was hakarat hatov. In this unit we recognized the good things in our lives and how 

we can show appreciation for them. We also learned the story of Purim and the traditions of this holiday. 

Throughout the year we also spent time discussing mitzvot. We learned that it is more than donating money 

and helping others. Doing mitzvot is a commandment and a responsibility. We learned about the different 

ways we can do mitzvah in our lives and how we can make them more beautiful.   

Have a great summer! 

GRADE FOUR  

THEATER 

 



GRADE FOUR - ART  

MEZUZOT 

 
VALUE POTS 



GRADE FOUR CONT. 

CHANUKAH DREIDEL GAME 

IN THE CLASSROOM 



GRADE FOUR CONT. 

IN THE CLASSROOM 

PURIM 



GRADE FOUR HEBREW 

Amanda Fogel 
 

This year was an awesome year in 4th grade! Though it was cut short, we were still able to accomplish a 

great deal as a class before the pandemic. Each student made tremendous progress both in learning the 

Aleph Bet, a main focus this year, as well as with their own growth as an individual. Week after week, the  

students attacked the material with energy and enthusiasm. As time went on, we were able to move along in 

our curriculum with a great steady pace, and I hope each student feels excited to continue in the future and 

build on the wonderful foundation from this year.  

The following is a list of what we worked on:  

The Aleph Bet: 

-Identifying letters and vowels by name as well as visually; reading letters; writing letters 

-Focused attention with our amazing tutor, Ori 

-Memory recall with Aleph Bet flashcards  

-Music (including Aleph Bet sing alongs and Aleph Bet musical chairs) 

-We used Hebrew books (that Tal lent us from her home!) to see how Hebrew is written and read in a        

secular, nonreligious way  

-What kind of language learner you are  

Through the following creative modalities, we journeyed and grew together: 

-Forming letters and vowels with food (a class favorite!) as well as other various materials such as model clay 

-Art projects  

-Skits (a class favorite)  

-Creative writing (a class favorite) 

-Decorating the classroom in our own way with Hebrew letters, for the Jewish holidays as well as other      

various work  

-Hebrew letter yoga 

-Puzzles 

-Jewish trivia (a class favorite!) 

-Fun games such as Hebrew Letter “I-spy,” Hebrew letter and word “telephone,” go fish and an awesome 

Aleph Bet scavenger hunt!  



GRADE FOUR HEBREW Amanda Fogel cont. 

Behavior, class conductivity and creating a supportive and positive learning environment through our own  

values of kindness and respect: 

-As a class we created a “Behavior Bingo.” Each number on the Bingo Chart correlated to a specific good    

behavior. Some examples included listening respectfully when someone else is speaking, following along  

during the prayer service, and encouraging a fellow student.  

-Discussions on self awareness, our values, and how we want to treat each other  

In addition to all this wonderful learning, each week, a question was introduced for the students to answer 

during class that would stimulate a larger conversation. Later on during the prayer service, a question was 

asked to the entire congregation, and at the end of class each week, we connected the questions. It was    

exciting to see how each student might connect the dots similarly and differently.  

Some of the questions and topics discussed included: 

-Brachot/blessings 

-When and why do we say certain things (whether in Jewish prayer or in conversation) 

-What does it mean to classify, how do we “classify” and why? (The students began to learn how to prioritize 

through this activity which was very cool to see!) 

-What is “kadosh,” What is “Norah,” What are the miracles in our life 

-What are things you need help doing? What kinds of things do our parents do for us? 

-Sharing our Jewish traditions 

-What words we use to describe God,  

-Etymology and how words become words which led us into how we learn languages and what type of   

learner we are  

-The merits of our ancestors and how it affects us today 

-What it means to be grateful 

-Qualities of strong leaders 

-What are some problems in the world that need to be solved 

-Mercy/Compassion (Rachem)  

Thank you so much for your commitment and effort this year.  

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer!  

 



GRADE FOUR HEBREW 
 

Heather Klaiber 
 

Thank you for a wonderful academic school year. The months have gone by and have been brilliantly filled 

with growth, laughter, new friendships, and a great deal of learning. In fourth grade, we grew both as       

individuals and as a class. Each student brought tremendous enthusiasm and energy to our work and we are 

grateful for every single contribution! 

This year we covered many topics and had meaningful discussions in class. Each week we tackled a question 

or a theme, and during the service in the sanctuary, it was further discussed and answered in greater detail. 

In class we practiced Hebrew reading skills, identifying and sounding out letters and vowels through     

movement, yoga, singing, and played exciting games. These activities and games helped us to practice      

Hebrew, of course, and also helped the class to get to know one another better and create a sense of     

community and a shared learning experience. Some of the students’ favorite ways to explore the Hebrew 

letters and vowels this year included hands on activities such as sand-art, collage, Model-Magic and Wiki-

sticks. Some of the “special” material that was covered included projects and activities for holidays with an 

emphasis on Hebrew learning. Lastly, I would like to thank our families for all of your commitment and 

effort this year. Although this year was shorter than usual, it was very meaningful and it was wonderful to 

see our students thrive both in class and while working with their Tutors: Alanna Alkalay, Moshe Berman 

and Ori Zaff. A very special thank you to all of them for their hard work to meet each student’s individual 

needs and making Hebrew reading a breeze!   

 

If you would like to practice Hebrew reading at home, reviewing the Hebrew alphabet online is a great way 

to reinforce all of your child’s efforts and prepare them for next year! 

 

Wishing everyone a beautiful summer and good health. 

http://www.behrmanhouse.com/click-and-read-free


GRADE FOUR HEBREW 

DANCING LETTERS WITH SHMULIK 

SIMCHAT TORAH 

CHANUKAH PRESENTATION 



GRADE FIVE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 
Debbie Briks and Karen Bender 
 
Our fifth graders began the school year with our first unit on Teshuva. Throughout this unit, they learned 
about the idea of repentance where they recognized their mistakes, regretted what they had done, and tried 
to make it right. We connected these ideas to the High Holy days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. In this 
unit, the students participated in a three-legged race to encourage teamwork and acted out real-world     
situations to equip them with tools for daily life.   
Next, we transitioned into B’tzelem Elohim which is the idea that everyone is created in God’s image and so 
we should act accordingly. Throughout the unit, we strived to make the students aware that they should be 
more empathetic and avoid judging and embarrassing others. It is important to know that everyone is 
unique and valuable. To demonstrate these ideas, students observed optical illusions and understood that 
their expectations are not always based on appearance. The students also developed a greater                    
understanding that Jews come from and live in a variety of places around the world and that there are  
differences and similarities among them. 
We then embarked on a unit on Gevurah which entails having the courage to stand up for your beliefs and 
principles. In this unit, we viewed insightful videos about bullying and the effects of peer pressure. Through 
various classroom activities, the students were made aware of how peer pressure can influence their    
choices. We related these values to the holiday of Chanukah where the Jewish people had to resist the   
pressure of assimilating into Greek culture and give up their Jewish identity. We learned through the stories 
of the friendship of Jonathon and David the importance of supporting and encouraging friends. 
Our next unit focused on the idea of Achrayut which involved understanding that we are obligated to help 
others. We accomplished this by learning about the teachings of biblical prophets. Our students performed 
skits for their classmates that conveyed the injustices that Micah and Amos worked to resolve in their       
society. Additionally, they created posters to emphasize the key ideas that these prophets taught their    
people 2000 years ago that are still relevant today. We also viewed videos that demonstrated how Israel  
understands the responsibility of helping others through their inventions, technologies, and assistance after 
natural disasters. 
Our last unit was Hakarat Hatov which entailed recognizing the good around us and developing a sense of 
appreciation. Our students had the opportunity to write Thank-You notes to their parents recognizing all 
that they do for them. The holiday of Purim reminded us to appreciate when good things happen to us. On 
this holiday, the Jews were saved from what could have been an unfortunate outcome. Our students         
familiarized themselves with the story of Purim by acting it out. We also celebrated Purim with fun activities 
at our annual Purim carnival which is always an enjoyable experience. 
It has been a pleasure working with your children and helping them to expand their knowledge of Judaism. 
We look forward to seeing them all again this fall.  
Have a great summer!  
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRADE FIVE 

PREPARING MEAL FOR SOUP KITCHEN 

RAISING AWARENESS FOR KIDS KLOSET 

OPENING DAY 



GRADE FIVE CONT. 

IN THE CLASSROOM 



GRADE FIVE CONT. 

ART - CREATING SHABBAT CANDLE HOLDERS  

THEATER 



GRADE FIVE HEBREW  
 
Debbie Briks and Sharon Baranowski 
 
The fifth graders in Hebrew school began their school year focusing on reviewing the letters they had learned 

in fourth grade. Building on this knowledge, the children were taught the remaining letters and vowels of the 

Hebrew alphabet through many interactive games, as well as, a computer program. With the mastery of 

these sounds, our students were able to read Hebrew with greater fluency.  

When our students completed this phase of learning, they embarked on self-paced learning using individual 

packets. Each packet included an introduction, with sections on reading, vocabulary, grammar, and words 

about prayer. The first packet contained the blessings that are made, thanking God for the different types of 

food that sustain us; food from trees, food from the earth, the vine and bread. The children gained a          

realization that their food is given by God. The second packet concentrated on the blessings recited before 

and after reading the Torah.  

Each week our students engaged in discussions with their peers at services in the sanctuary. Our fifth graders 

enjoyed interacting with each other and with Rabbi Goldsmith to share their opinions and thoughts on   

questions asked of them by our Rabbi. Their answers were often insightful and demonstrated their faith in    

God. We enjoyed working with your children this year. We look forward to seeing your children in              

September.  

Have a good summer! 



GRADE FIVE HEBREW 

GRADE FIVE HEBREW  
 
Joel Eliach 
 
This year in Hebrew school, the 5th grade studied the complete set of Hebrew letters and vowels, and 

learned several prayers and blessings.  

The early part of the year was spent on a variety of games and activities to practice the Hebrew letters and 

vowels, including trivia, “heads up,” translating Hebrew prayers with a dictionary, Hebrew playing cards and 

movement games.  

Students then began working more independently to learn common blessings, such as those for lighting   

candles, eating different types of food, and kiddush. They also practiced reading common prayers such as 

sh’ma, barchu, and oseh shalom.  

In our prayer services, students not only practiced their Hebrew reading skills, but also delved deeper into 

the meaning of the prayers. It was a delight watching the enthusiasm and insight with which the class tackled 

the weekly discussion questions.  

As we transitioned to online gatherings, students of all grades shared in prayer and learning about the power 

of words and peace as well as the holidays of Pesach, Yom Ha’atzmaut, and Shavuot.  

It was a great pleasure to work with students who were so invested in and enthusiastic about learning and 

finding meaning in our Jewish traditions.   

Big thanks to the wonderful students, families, teachers, staff, and madrichim who make a great community 

to learn and work in.  

SIMCHAT TORAH 

PLAYING A HEBREW READING GAME 



GRADE SIX RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Heather Klaiber 

Over the course of this year, the sixth graders have focused on "Mi Ani," or Who Am I? Students reflected 

on who they are and their connection to the Jewish people through our many lessons. The sixth graders 

studied the history of Jews as being a people of the book, our Torah. They took a closer look at Torah 

scrolls and how they are made. It was a great privilege for the students to meet a Sofer, or Torah scribe, 

and watch him work. Additionally, the sixth graders examined their Jewish ancestry as they studied the 

Jewish journey to America through Ellis Island. Students learned about personal experiences and struggles 

with immigrating to America from videos, photographs and audio clips. This Jewish Eastern Europe          

immigrant study tied in beautifully with the students' experience meeting children their age from             

immigrant families at the Don Bosco Community Center. The students also enjoyed learning about artifacts, 

which taught them how to make their own Family Heritage Museum Exhibit to share with their families. 

We had many interesting topics of study this year such as “Ayeka,”-where are you,“Hineni,” -here I am and 

“B’tzelem Elohim,” -the creation in God’s image. We also studied “Gevurah” or physical, spiritual and   

emotional strengths, and how we use these strengths to guide our lives. Lastly, we studied “Achrayut” -

responsibility, and “Hakarat Hatov” -gratitude. Although this year was shorter than usual, we had a       

wonderful class full of collaboration and a real feeling of belonging to our Jewish community. We could not 

have had such a successful year without our wonderful clergy Rabbi Goldsmith, Rabbi Ross and Cantor 

Stone, as well as our school administrator, Tal, who was always behind the scene helping. Lastly, I would 

like to give a special thank you to our Madricha, Lily Baranowski, who facilitated many group activities and 

truly connected with the students. The sixth graders have completed this year with an understanding of Mi 

Ani, who they are, and their connection to Judaism. 

 

OPENING DAY IN THE CLASSROOM 



GRADE SIX RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Joel Eliach 

This year in religious school, the 6th grade focused on Jewish values and tradition through the lens of       

community.  

We spent the early part of the year learning about the fall holidays - Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and 

Chanukah - and tied them in with the values of repentance, creation in God’s image, and strength.  

The students explored what it means to step up and take action to help others. They put these values into 

action, helping with a coat drive at the temple, creating new accessibility signs, and connecting with Jewish 

immigration stories and their own family histories. This led into our artifact exhibit, where our 6th graders 

shared items that connected with their family histories and Jewish identities.  

In the winter, the students explored the values of responsibility and gratitude, learning about the important 

role of the Jewish people in fighting for all people’s rights, preparing food for people in need, and                

volunteering at the Don Bosco community center.  

The spring brought celebrations of Tu Bishvat and Purim, and students explored their connection to the     

environment and the importance of standing up for what’s right.  

As we transitioned to online gatherings, students of all grades shared in prayer and learning about the power 

of words and peace as well as the holidays of Pesach, Yom Ha’atzmaut, and Shavuot.  

It was a great pleasure to work with such kind-hearted, social justice-minded students, and especially during 

these challenging times, they inspire great hope for the future.  

Big thanks to the wonderful students, families, teachers, staff, and madrichim who make a great community 

to learn and work in.  

Have a safe and fun summer! 

OPENING DAY 

IN THE CLASSROOM 



GRADE SIX  

RAISING AWARENESS FOR COAT DRIVE  

WITH TORAH SCRIBE NEIL 



GRADE SIX CONT. 
 LEARNING WITH DR. BRAUN ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

(WITH 7TH GRADE) 

PREPARING MEAL FOR SOUP KITCHEN 

PURIM 



GRADE SIX CONT. 

FAMILY ARTIFACT MUSEUM EXHIBIT 

Hamsa / by Alexa Saladino  

My artifact is a hamsa that has a Jewish star in the middle. It belonged to my great grandma, Leah Shulman. 
She was born in Toronto, Canada. The hamsa was made in Israel about 50 years ago. My great grandma gave 
it to my family and it’s hung by our front door. This is significant to me because it is a symbol of protection 
and good luck. The hamsa is made of copper and has blue beads hanging from the bottom. My great     
grandma loved to shop and bought the hamsa at the local market in Israel. She hung it on her wall, and my 
mom always admired it. About 12 years ago, my great grandma gave it to us as a housewarming gift. Each 
time I walk by the hamsa, it reminds me of my great grandma.  

Mezuzah / by Emory Cohen  

Mezuzot are an important artifact in the Jewish community. The full name of the owner of this mezuzah is Emory Brooke Cohen. I 
was born on May 25, 2008. This artifact was made by an Israeli artist. I got it from my grandparents when they went to Israel when 
I was a baby. The historical significance is that it is told to bless you every time you go through a doorway. This mezuzah is made of 
metal. It was made in the 2000’s and was used and given in 2009. My grandparents gave this to me when they got back from Israel 
in 2009, a little before I moved into my new house. They wanted to get me something special for my room and I was also the first 
grandchild. This is the history of my mezuzah.  

Torah Scroll / by Natalie Kaplan  

The owner of the artifact is my Dad, Marc Orent Kaplan. He was born in East Brunswick, 1974. I don’t know 
who made it, but it was made in the 1980’s for my Dad. I got it because my Dad gave it to me. The            
significance of the torah scroll to me is it reminds me of how I will also have a B’nai Mitzvah like my dad. The 
historical significance is that it was given to my dad in 1987 as a gift for his Bar Mitzvah. The handles are 
made out of wood, and the scroll I think is made out of paper. I know that the time period was in 1987 when 
my dad received it, and 2019 when it was handed down to me. Lastly, the artifact is a printed copy of the 
Torah, this version also includes English and pictures.  

Siddur / by Sophia Kaplan 

This is my Dad’s siddur (prayer book). His name is Marc Kaplan. He was born in New Jersey, East 
Brunswick. We believes the artifact was from the Central Conference of American Rabbis. My dad 
got it from his Reform Temple of East Brunswick on September 16th, 1984. The significance of this 
artifact is that my Dad used it for weekdays, Shabbats, and Jewish holidays, services, prayers, for 
Synagogue, and at home. His siddur is made out of paper and on the cover is blue leather with gold 
letters. It was given to my Dad in 1984 and it belonged to his Temple. His siddur has prayers and 
everything he needed for services. This artifact tells me about my father when he was around my 
age.  

Ivory Sculpture from Israel / by Austin Frankel 

It is a unique ivory carving from Israel. My great-grandmother got it when she traveled to Israel in the 1900s. 
This unique artifact is a sculpture of Moses and the 10 Commandments carved out of ivory. I am really happy 
we still have this special item today. 

Mezuzah / by Austin Frankel  

A very long time ago my great grandpa built my family a house and we placed a mezuzah on the door. After 
generations passed, it finally got passed down to my parents, and luckily we still have it today. The mezuzah 
is made out of fine wood and contains a message far greater than money, the Sh’ema. I hope this precious 
mezuzah is passed down and down and will always be remembered. 



Siddur / by Lexie Music 

The artifact I am sharing with you belonged to my great grandfather Sam Garod. This was his Siddur. 
He was born in Ukraine in 1915 in the city of Kharkiv. He emigrated when he was 11 years old. The 
artifact is extremely old and fragile. It was published in 1914 by the Hebrew publishing company and 
came from the congregation of Beth Talmud Torah and the school of Biblical Instruction in Brooklyn. 
This siddur was given to me by my great aunt Susan Garod Kramer. This was her Father’s prayer book. 
This artifact has significant meaning to me and my family because he escaped the Ukraine to fid     
religious freedom in the United States. It is because of this, my family and I can practice the religious 
we believe in openly and freely. This is historically significant because the prayers are the same     
prayers that were said by our ancestors over 5,000 years ago. My grandfather recited these prayers 
from the 1920’s until his death in 1970. These prayers connect us to the roots of our religion. This 
prayer book was made out of paper and bookbinding materials from the early 1900’s. This artifact was 
published in 1914 and used over several decades. The 1920’s and 30’s were a time of religious        
persecution in Europe and many Jews came to the United States (as my great grandfather did) to  
practice Judaism freely. 

Prayer Book / by Samantha Dipaola 

The owner of this blue prayer book is Joanna Robins-Dipaola. Joanna is my mom and she was born in September of 1982. I’m not 
sure when or where the prayer book was made. The significance of this prayer book is that my mom got it from her Rabbi when 
she was bat mitzvahed. The book was special and historical because it’s been preserved in my family since my mom was thirteen 
years old. The prayer book is made of paper. Something special about the prayer book is that my mom read the same torah    
portion as I will read at my Bat Mitzvah.  

GRADE SIX  
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Tallit / by Nina Bortner 
This artifact belonged to my great grandfather, Iankyel Hirszman. The tallit was passed from him down 
to my grandfather, then to my mom, and now to me. It is important to me and my family because I 
will wear it on my bat-mitzvah, just like my great grandfather and grandfather did. This tallit is made 
out of blue and white cloth or cotton. Another reason that this artifact is important to me is that I 
know it was special to all my family members from earlier generations, so that makes it special to me 
as well. 

Tallit / by Natalie Geller 

This story is about my family’s tallis. The tallis belonged to my great-great-grandfather, Solomon Slibernman, and it’s used at    
special events. Solomon was born in Russia in 1878 and came to America around 1900. We don’t know where it was made or 
where he got it, but he used it every week at Temple Zion in the Bronx. When he died in 1953, my great grandfather asked Tami 
Feurstein, who was Solomon’s oldest grandchild, if she wanted anything of his. And she took the tallis. And since then Tami has 
kept it. It has been used as the chuppah for my parents’ wedding and my baby naming and a number of other events.  

Tallit / by Abigail Coffey  

My artifact is a Tallit. The owner of this artifact is my grandfather whose name is Lewis Weissman. Then he passed it down to my 
sister Rachel when she was Bat Mitzvahed and she will soon pass it down to me. My grandfather was born in Manhattan in Beth 
Israel hospital in New York on October 23, 1944. The Tallit was made in New York around 1956. A company that makes Jewish 
items made my grandfather’s Tallit. My grandpa’s mother (my great grandmother) bought it from my grandpa’s rabbi for his Bar 
Mitzvah. He passed it down to my sister for her Bat Mitzvah and I will have it for mine. It is important to have it passed down from 
generation to generation. The historical significance of my artifact is that it is a symbol of sharing to the Jewish community and 
passing it down from generation to generation continues the sharing. This Tallit is made of silk. My grandpa grew up in a simpler 
time before there was the internet and iPhones. My grandfather kept it after he got bar mitzvahed not knowing that it would be 
used again. He is very happy that he did so his grandkids could honor him as they became Bat Mitzvahed.  



Kiddush Cup / by Skylar Kraut 

The name of the artifact that I brought in today is a kiddush cup. This cup belongs to my dad Matthew 
S. Kraut. He was born in New Brunswick, New Jersey. He got this cup at his Bar Mitzvah. This artifact is        
important because it represents a moment in life when you become a Jewish adult. This Kiddush cup is 
made out of metal such as pewter. Matthew, my dad, keeps this Kiddush cup with his childhood       
belongings as one of his special memories.  

Tallit / by Dani Wishnow 

The artifact I brought in, is my dad‘s tallit. The full name of the owner is Scott J. Wishnow. he was born in 
Maryland in 1973. The artifact was made in Maryland and made in the 1980s. A local artist made it. My 
dad got it from his parents (my grandparents). The significance of this artifact to me, is that it represents 
the tradition of when you get bar mitzvaha’d. The artifact is made of cloth and silk. 

 

Kiddush Cup / by Eliza Barnett  

This summer my family and I went to Israel to celebrate my sister getting bat mitzvahed. My sister’s 
name is Brooke Kate Barnett. She was born in New York City in 2006. The artifact was made in            
Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester, where she received it. The person who made this kiddush cup 
was Michael Angelo. My sister got it in honor of getting Bat Mitzvahed. This cup was used for wine in 
Israel. This cup is made of silver. My sister got this cup in the summer of 2019. We brought this cup from 
Rye Brook, NY to Baram Israel. This kiddush cup means a lot to my family.  

GRADE SIX  
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Tallit / by Simon Modica 

This is my parents’ tallit that was used during their wedding as the chuppah. The chuppah has four posts 
and a canopy (the tallit) that represents the home the couple will build together. The tallit has been passed 
down in my family since my great grandpa used it at his own bar mitzvah and wedding. Ever since then, any 
person who had a wedding or a Bar/Bat Mitzvah has used it. My great-grandfather, Abe Rabhan, was born 
in Brooklyn New York on October 17th 1903 and received the tallit as a Bar Mitzvah Present in 1916.    
Handmade in Jerusalem, it was made in early 1900. The reason why this is so special is because they put this 
special silk and added gold threads to the ends to show how it was different from the rest of the tallit. This 
is special to me because with this tallit I have a piece of my great grandfather who brought this to our family 
tradition.  

Tallit / by Sasha Steiner  

The artifact I brought in today is my brothers tallit. The full name of the owner of this artifact is Joshua Ethen Steiner. Joshua was 
born in Brooklyn, New York. This artifact was made in a factory in Israel. My brother got this artifact from our grandparents. The 
significance of this artifact to me is how well my brother did at his service and hopefully I will do the same. This artifact doesn’t 
necessarily have a historical significance except that it has been a Jewish tradition for over 3000 years. This artifact is made out of 
silk and wool. This artifact was made in 2017. 
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Kiddush Cup / by Charlie Zelman  

The original owner of my artifact is my grandfather, William Zelman. He was born in Brooklyn, NY in 
1942. There is a sticker on the artifact that says it was made in India but we don’t know what year. My 
grandfather was given it for his Bar Mitzvah at Hollis Hills Jewish Center in 1955. Later he passed it 
down to my father for his Bar Mitzvah which was at Harrison Jewish Community Center in 1985. My 
dad kept it for all these years. It is important to me because it has so much history in my family.      
Kiddush cups are significant because Jewish families drink wine from it on Shabbat when they are  
saying the Kiddush prayer. It is very common to pass them down from generation to generation. The 
artifact is made out of silver. It got very rusty and dirty but we used silver polish to clean it. This cup is 
from the 1950s but the tradition of reciting the Kiddush prayer goes all the way back to the Torah. An 
interesting fact I learned is that Kiddush cups cannot be made of a disposable material. For example, a 
paper cup cannot serve as a Jewish wine cup. I will use this artifact as my Kiddush cup at my Bar    
Mitzvah in 2021 and then someday pass it down to my own children.  

Challah cover / by Lucy Modica  

The artifact I brought in today is a challah cover and while you read through this you will learn all about 
it! The owner of my artifact is my mom, Marcy Modica. My artifact is an embroidered challah cover. A 
challah cover is used to cover the challah when you say the prayers on Shabbat. She was born in 1973 in 
Richmond, VA. The artifact was made in Israel and we don’t know what year it was made, but probably 
from the last eight years or so. I do not know who made it. I got the challah cover from my mom, who 
got it from my grandma when my mom got married. It’s something that is meaningful to me because it 
shows that it can be passed down from generation to generation. It also shows that we care about our 
Jewish heritage and Shabbat. It represents how we celebrate Shabbat and how the Jewish community 
comes together. The artifact is made of string and cloth to form beautiful patterns and Hebrew letters. 
This was given to me last week from my mom from her wedding. This artifact is very meaningful for me 
and my family. I will pass this down to my family one day too.    

Menorah / by Hailey Baruch  

The owner of this menorah is my grandfather Israel Baruch. He was born in Poland in 1938. The menorah was 
made in Israel and shows the wailing wall in Jerusalem in 1967. I do not know who made it. My grandpa gave 
it to me. I use it every night for Chanukah to light the candles. It was given to my grandpa for his wedding in 
1967. It is made out of metal. It was made in June of 1967 which is also when there was a six-day war        
between Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. In conclusion, it is a meaningful artifact.  

Tzedakah Box / by Rebecca Tanenbaum  

This tzedakah box is a very important religious item to my family. The full name of the owner of this artifact is 
John Micheal Tanenbaum. He was born in 1963 in New York City. The artifact was made in Israel in the early 
2000s. It was made by Margie, Yaacov and Boaz Yemini. My family purchased the item from a store. This   
object is significant to me because I believe in giving back to the community and helping the less fortunate. It 
is also significant to me because I want to pass on helping others to the younger generations. The historical 
significance of this tzedakah box is that Jews believe that giving tzedakah is a mitzvah or good deed and is a 
part of our culture. The artifact is made of silver. The time period that my family purchased the item was   
December 2011, and at that time was a bonding time for my family because my parents, siblings,             
grandparents, cousins, aunt and uncle went on a trip to Israel. On that trip every time that my family entered 
a synagogue my grandparents gave every person tzedakah to give back to the community, which is one of the 
reasons I treasure this box. This tzedakah box is a very important Jewish artifact in my family.  
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Menorah / by Diana Millard 

The artifact I brought in today is called a Chanukah menorah. The artifact was a gift from my grandma to 
my parents for their wedding. The artifact was made in 1996 in Roslyn, New York by a local artist. It was 
made of silver and gold plated. It was made to look like a beautiful shaped tree. It is important to my 
family because when Chanukah comes around, we light the candles using this menorah together and say 
the prayers. This is a time when we are all together to celebrate the holidays. 

Israeli Bullet Shells / by Harper Canel  

The owner of my artifact is my family or the Canell’s. This artifact was made in Jerusalem, Israel by      
soldiers in the IDF Army. There is no exact person who created the bullets. The soldiers in Israel gave us 
the bullets after our experience of shooting the bullets at balloons at the bullet factory. It represents my 
Jewish heritage and how important Israel is and the importance of the Jewish community. Israel has had 
a lot of wars and the citizens need to protect themselves. I went to Israel recently and the bullets were 
recently made about three years ago. This artifact is very important to my family because going to Israel 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity and we get to keep a little piece of it with us.  

Tea set creamer / by Ellie Genitrini 

My artifact is a creamer from a tea set made of silver. The current owner of this artifact is my mom,  
Elizabeth Anne Grill. She was born in 1972 in LA, California. On the bottom of the antique it says it was 
established in 1779. Elizabeth got the artifact because my grandfather gave it to his parents for their 
25th anniversary, and my grandfather inherited the whole tea set when they passed away. When he 
passed away he handed it over to my mom. It is important to us because its been in our family for     
centuries. This artifact came into our family in the 1900’s and was used to entertain guests for holidays 
and special occasions, and now we have inherited it to keep the family tradition going for generations to 
come.      

Menorah / by Samantha Motola 

The artifact belonged to my great grandma. It was passed down to my grandparents, then to my   
parents, then to me. The menorah is important because we use it every Chanukah and it was my  
family’s. The historical significance of this artifact is that it had belonged to my great grandparents 
and has been passed down for many generations. The menorah is made out of glass. The time period 
in which the menorah was given to me was a few years ago. 

Hat / by Harrison Fliegenspan 

The original owner of this fabric hat is Mike Lantosca who created it. It was made last July and Mike gave it to me at the end of 
camp color war. This hat is important to me as it is a reminder of all the good  memories I made at camp.  
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GRADE SIX HEBREW 

Arlene Cole  

Another year has ended and unfortunately we were unable to complete the 2019-2020 school year due to 
the Coronavirus. However, all of the 6th graders made good progress despite the shortened schedule. 

This year the 6th graders had fantastic attendance. As a matter of fact, attendance was the best I had seen in 
years! All of the students were eager to learn and worked diligently in class to successfully complete all tasks.  
If we had a complete year, I am sure they would have gone above and beyond. As a group, the 6th graders 
worked well together and helped and encouraged each other.   

This year, we focused on reading fluency as well as learning the meanings of many words and phrases from 
our prayers and blessings. Beyond just reading, this gave the students a better understanding of the meaning 
of what we say when we pray. In particular, to become more familiar with the meanings of our blessings and 
prayers, we learned that the Hebrew language is based on roots that are made up of a few letters. Learning 
many of these roots this year helped the students to translate the prayers and understand their meaning. 
The students worked diligently to learn to read the blessings and prayers fluently and then learned to chant 
many of them as we do during services. 

The 6th graders enjoyed the weekly Tuesday service and having this opportunity to use what they studied in 
class in the context of the service greatly enriched their learning. Through these services, both in-person and 
online, the students learned the order of the service, rituals and sanctuary decorum. Additionally, during the 
services the students participated in deep discussions about the meanings of the prayers, bringing together 
their learning from the classroom and their experiences in the service.  

I will certainly miss this class of 2019-2020.  Since we never finished our treats or said good-bye in person, I 
will save the treats for next year but say good-bye now. I encourage everyone to practice over the summer 
and to attend Shabbat services to keep up the great work! If I can be of any assistance, please do not        
hesitate to contact me. 



GRADE SIX HEBREW 

Fern Tannenbaum  

This year has been marvelous and memorable as we explored our new Hebrew curriculum, Mitkadem. 
Through this new platform we were able to explore the meanings of the prayers we were learning and      
participate in many written activities. These activities not only expected answers to questions in English but 
also some Hebrew writing as well. One activity helped the students remember the order for the wording of 
prayers, thereby giving them additional practice by cutting out jumbled Hebrew blessing phrases and pasting 
them in order. The students enjoyed these new methods of learning that were often fun and designed to  
increase their understanding of the meaning and purpose of the prayers we use each week during services. 
Their positive attitudes towards learning led to a successful completion of many required prayers and     
blessings. 

Beyond the significance of each prayer, the students learned both to read and to chant each one they 
learned. Due to the shortened year we did not cover the complete curriculum but most of the students     
finished the blessings for before and after reading the Torah, Friday night Kiddush and were completing the 
Sh’ema and the V’ahavta. The students worked well together in pairs or in groups of three and encouraged 
each other to achieve. 

The weekly service allowed the students to use what was studied in class. It was also a time to discuss the 
prayers and to gain a better understanding of each one. Other class activities included an introduction of 
conversational vocabulary words and drills. We also had a very enjoyable and productive time at the Don 
Bosco Community Center in Port Chester, working with a group of youngsters and distributing books. Our 
students and their Don Bosco contemporaries talked, bonded with each other and illustrated bookmarks  
together.  

Each student achieved more than they thought they would. We strongly urge them to review over the     
summer so that all they accomplished this year will not be forgotten. All our students will continue to tackle 
more in “Boot Camp” next year. 

We wish you all a fun filled, healthy, happy and safe summer. 

 



SCHOOL WIDE ACTIVITIES AND CELEBRATIONS 

MUSIC 

CHANUKAH SHABBAT 

HONORING OUR TEACHERS AND MADRICHIM 



FAMILY LEARNING SHABBAT WITH SHIRA KLINE 



FAMILY LEARNING SHABBAT WITH MICHAEL ALBERT 



PURIM SPIEL  



PURIM CARNIVAL 



WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AGAIN IN PERSON IN THE FALL 

HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE SUMMER! 

PURIM CARNIVAL CONT. 

FINAL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SERVICE & FAREWELL TO RABBI ROSS 


